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PREFACE. 


B  I/Ill  ^ 


npHE  following  Difcourfes,  delivered  on  dif- 
•^  ferent  occafions,  and  written  after  their  de- 
livery, with  fuch  alterations  and  enlargements  as 
were  requifite,  and  publifhed  at  the  requeft  of 
many  who  heard  them,  have  all  been  for  fome 
years  before  the  public.  Some  of  them,  as  thofe 
on  the  Second  Coming  of  Chrift  and  the  Future 
Mifery  of  the  Wicked,  and  on  San(5lification,  have 
gone  thro'  fundry  Editions,  and  many  thoufands 
of  them  have  been  circulated  in  different  parts  of 
this  Kingdom,  efpecially  among  the  Members  of 
the  Methodift  Societies  and  Congregations.  And 
if  I  may  give  credit  to  the  information  I  have  re- 
ceived, the  divine  Blefling  has  attended  the  read- 
ing of  them  to  many  individuals,  and  moft  of 
thofe  into  whofe  hands  they  have  fallen,  have  fig- 
nified  their  approbation  of  them.  They  are  there- 
fore here  colledled  into  one  Volume,  at  the  re- 
queft of  our  laft  Conference,  with  a  view  to  their 
prefervation  when  their  Author  is  no  more.  Thus, 
not  only  my  Friends,  and  thofe  that  have  been  pro- 
fited by  my  Miniftry,  may  hive  a  memorial  of  me 
when  I  am  removed  out  of  their  fight ;  but,  what 
may  be  of  much  more  moment,  when  dead  I  may 
i^yx%  fpeak  to  thofe  of  them  that  fliall  furvivc  me  ; 
and  perhaps  alfo  to  many  others  that  never  knew 
my  face  in  the  fleHi,  but  into  whofe  hands  this 
Book  may  fall. 

a  3  Moft 
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Moft  of  thofe  truths  of  experimental  and  prac- 
tical Chriftianity,  (the  only  Chriftianity  that  will 
afford  anyone  conifort  at  a  dying  hour,)  to  which  I 
have  believed  myfelf  to  be  called  of  God  to  bear 
Teflimony,  and  which,  in  conjundlion  with  my 
Brethren,  I  have  been  labouring,  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  to  propagate  in  moft  parts  of  Great 
Britain,  are  here  explained  and  enforced  accord- 
ing to  the  beft  ability  God  hath  given  me.  The 
end  I  have  had  in  view,  in  writing  and  publifli- 
ing  thefe  Sermons,  is  the  fame  that  I  have  purfued 
thro'  the  whole  courfe  of  my  Miniftry,  and  that 
is  /imply  and  only  to  glorify  God  in  the  Reforma- 
tion and  Salvation  of  my  fellow-creatures.  I 
have  therefore  not  ftudied  elegance  of  flyle,  or 
the  oratorical  ornaments  of  fpeech,  becaufe,  if  I 
could  have  attained  to  this  excellency,  and  have 
fpared  the  time  which  this  kind  of  compofition 
would  have  coft  me,  I  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  it  would  either  have  recommended  thefe  Ser- 
mons to  fuch,  as  it  was  probable,  would  perufe 
them,  or  have  given  the  truths  contained  in  them 
a  greater  influence  on  their  minds.  But  I  have 
endeavoured  to  write,  exadlly  as  I  always  wi(h  to 
preach,  in  a  plain,  chary  and  intelligible  manner  ; 
and  with  fuch  a  proper  arrangement  of  the  matter, 
and  fuch  a  connexion  of  the  parts  of  each  dif- 
courfe,  as  feemed  befl  calculated  to  aflift  the  con^ 
ceptions  and  memories  of  my  Readers,  I  have 
ftudied  alfo  to  write  with  fome  degree  of  force  and 
:nergy,  efpecially  in   the  applicatory  part  of  each 

Sermon. 
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Sermon.  How  far  I  have  fucceeded,  mufl  be  left 
to  the  public  to  judge.  I  am,  however,  not  with- 
out hope,  that  as  I  am  confcious  I  have  written, 
as  I  truft  I  generally  fpeak,  from  the  heart,  fo 
that  fome  part  at  leaft  of  thefe  plain  and  un- 
adorned Difcourfes  will  reach  the  hearts  of  thofe 
Readers,  that  receive  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus, 
with  attentive  and  unprejudiced  minds,  and  in  a 
fpirit  of  prayer. 

This  laft  obfervation  is  of  vaft  importance. 
For,  if  as  St.  Paul  declares,  *<  The  natural  man 
difcerneth  not  the  things  of  God,  nor  can  he 
know  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcern- 
ed  ;"— if,  **  The  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man, 
but  the  Spirit  of  God,"  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  thefe  truths  of  fpiritual  and  experimental  re- 
ligion, which  are  here  declared,  will  be  either 
difcerned  or  relilhed,  by  thofe  who  do  not  fincerely 
and  fervently  pray  for  <'  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and 
revelation,"  any  more  than  by  thofe  w^ho  do  not 
endeavour  to  diveft  their  minds  of  prejudice, 
and  to  confider  ferioufly  what  is  advanced.  This 
therefore,  I  cannot  but  moft  earneftly  recommend 
to  all  my  Readers. 

I  muft  alfo  advife  them  rather  to  read  thefe 
Difcourfes,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here 
placed,  than  in  any  other.  For,  altho'  they  were 
neither  written,  nor  firft  publiflicd  in  this  order, 
yet  I  believe  they  will  be  read  with  moft  advan- 
tage according  to  it ;  as  each  preceding  Sermon 
will  thus,  in  general,  prepare  the  mind  to  under- 
hand 
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ftand  and  relidi  the  following,  and  each  following 
Sermon  will  illuftrate  and  confirm  the  preceding, 

I  had  intended  to  include  in  this  Volume,  all 
the  Sermons  I  have  publi(hcd,  but  found  that  this 
would  fwell  the  fize  of  the  book  tou  much.  I 
have  therefore  omitted  fuch  as  have  appeared  in 
our  Magazine,  or  have  been  publiflied  in  fingle 
Sermons,  within  the  lafl:  fix  or  eight  years  ;  in- 
tending, if  it  pleafe  God  to  prcferve  my  life  and 
health  a  little  longer,  to  prepare  for  the  Prefs  a 
fecond  Volume  ;  which,  if  the  Conference  judge 
proper,  may  hereafter  be  prefented  to  our  Socie- 
ties, and  the  public  at  large.  But  this  defign  is 
yet  but  in  embryo.  And  I  know  not  what  a  few 
years,  or  even  days  may  bring  forth.  Altho',  I 
thank  God,  my  health  and  ftrength  are  yet  as  firm 
as  ever  for  labouring  in  the  Lord's  Vineyard,  yet 
I  know  the  fhades  of  the  evening  are  coming  faft 
upon  me,  and  I  too  am  following  thofe  of  my 
Fathers  and  Brethren  that  have  gone  before  me  to 
"  the  houfe  appointed  for  all  living.  "  May  I 
be  enabled  to  do  honour  to  my  profefTion  in  this 
kft  ftage  of  my  Chriftian  courfe,  as  they  in 
general  have  done  in  theirs  ;  and  may  I  experience 
thofe  fupports  and  confolations  in  my  laft  mo- 
ments, which  they  were  favoured  with,  in  their 
dying  chambers,  and  may  I  find  my  everlafiing 
lot  with  thefe  Saints  and  Servants  of  the  Most 
High  1     Amen  1 

New-Chapel,  City. Road,  London, 

Jan.  a6,  i8oi.  J.   BeNSON. 
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Chrift's 


(  I  ) 

Clirift  s  CommifTion  to  his  Minifters  : 

A       SERMON, 

Preached  before  the  Conference  held  in 

LRKDS,     JVir,    1793. 

Mark  xvi.  15,  i6. 

<i  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  GoU 
pel  to  every  creature.  He  that  believeth,  and 
is  baptized,  fliall  be  favcd  ;  but  he  that  bc> 
lieveth  not,  fliall  be  damned." 

I.  TN  reading  the  facred  Narrative  of  the  Evan- 
JL  gelifts,  concerning  the  Life  and  Doflrine  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and  in  comparing  their  fundry 
accounts  together,  it  is  diligently  to  be  obfcrved, 
that,  in  writing  their  hiftories,  they  regarded  not 
theamufement,  but  only  the  inftru6lion  and  edifica- 
tion of  their  readers.  They  paid  no  refpedl  to  the 
gratification  of  the  curiofity  of  mankind,  by  a  re- 
lation of  uninterefting  and  trivial  circumftances, 
but  confulted  merely  the  illumination  and  renova- 
tion of  their  minds,  by  laying  before  them  im* 
portant  truths.  Hence,  without  detaining  us  to 
hear  on  what  occafion,  at  what  time,  or  in  what 
place,  our  Lord  performed  his  miracles  or  de- 
livered his  difcGurfes,  they  frequently  carry  u« 
.forward  to  obferve  rather,  what  is  of  infinitely 
greater  importance  to  us,  the  fadt  done,  or  the 
dot^rias  taught. 

A  The 
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The  confequence,  however,  of  this  is,  that,  if 
we  do  not  make  this  proper  allowance  for  their 
pafTing  over  linimportant  matter?,  and  refledt  that 
fome  of  them  omitted  what  others  of  them  relate, 
we  (liall  be  led  into  the  erroneous  idea  of  their 
dcfignedly  conne6ling  events,  which,  in  reality, 
were  not  immediately  conne6led,  and  even  of  their 
contradi6ting  one  another,  which  would  impeach 
their  credit  as  Hiftorians,  and  (hake  the  very  foun* 
dation  of  our  faith. 

2.  I  am  led  to  make  this  remark  by  confidering 
the  paffage  before  us  in  connexion  with  the  con- 
text. Thefe  words  of  Chrift,  as  they  ftand  here, 
feemingly  conne6led  with  the  preceding  verfes, 
•may  appear,  at  firft  fight,  to  have  been  fpoken  to 
his  difciples  on  the  day  on  which  he  rofe  from  the 
dead.  Whereas,  upon  comparing  the  contents  of 
this  chapter,  with  the  accounts  which  the  other 
Evangeliib  have  given,  of  the  events  which  took 
place  between  the  refurredtion  of  Chrifi:  and  his 
afcenfion,  it  feems  evident  that  they  were  uttered 
on  the  day  of  his  afcenfion,  and  probably  at  the 
very  time,  when,  he  was  lifting  up  his  hands  and 
bleffing  them,*  and  was  juft  about  to  be  parted 
from  them  and  carried  up  into  heaven.  At  that 
folemn  and  ever-memorable  moment,  it  feems, 
among  other  infiru6\ions  and  advices,  recorded  by 
St.  Luke,  in  the  above  mentioned  Chapter,  and 
A£is  i,  Jefus  gave  them  this  mofi:  important,  moft 
benevolent,  and  yet  mofi  awful  charge,  and  faid, 
*«  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  every  creature  :  He  that  believcth,  and  is  bap- 
tized, Ihall  be  faved  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not 
fliall  be  damned."  For,  as  we  are  affured,  verfe 
19,  *'  after  the  Lord  had  fpoken  unto  them,"  viz. 
the  preceding  words,  a  part  of  which  is  my  Text, 

*  Luke  xxiv,  50, 

"  he 
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'<  he  was  received  up  into  heaven,  and  fat  on  the 
right  hand  of  God." 

In  difcourfipg  from  thefe  words,  containing,  as 
we  fee,  the  laft,  folemn  charge  of  the  Son  of  God 
to  his  Difcipies,   I  propofe  to  confider, 

J.   What  is  implied  in  preaching  the  Gofpcl  ? 

II.  To  whom  the  office  of  preaching  it  be- 
longs ?  In  other  words,  To  whom  this  charge  is 
given  ? 

III.  Where  they  are  to  preach  it,  and  to 
whom  ?     And 

IV.  Laftly.  What  is  required  of  thofe  who 
hear  it,  with  the  confequences  of  their  complying, 
or  not  complying,  with  the  condition  required  of 
them. 

I.  And  firft,  I  am  to  enquire,  What  is  implied 
in  preaching  the  Gofpel  ?  Under  this  head  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  confider  firll",  what  the  gofpel  is, 
that  we  may  underftand  fecondly,  what  it  is  to 
preach  it. 

I.  Now  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  Gof- 
pel, I  may  obferve  firfl,  in  general,  that  the  very- 
word,  ufed  here  and  in  other  places  by  the  Evan- 
gelifts  and  Apoftles,  in  the  original,  and  tranflated 
Gofpely  gives  us  fome  information  concerning 
it.  It  means,  as  is  well  known,  not  God's-fpcl, 
or  God's-tiditigs,  which  is  all  that  is  lignified  by 
the  Saxon  term  Gofpel,  but  Good- news ^  or  Glad^ 
tidings.  Such  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  is  in  the  very 
eflence  of  it.  It  is  good  news,  or  glad  tidings  to 
the  fallen  race  of  Adam,  to  the  finful,  guilty- 
weak,  and  wretched  children  of  men,  even  tidings 
of  a  Saviour,  and  falvation  thro'  him.  There- 
fore when  the  Angel  announced  the  birth  of  Chrill: 
to  the  fhcpherds,  he  exprelTcd  himfelf  thus,  *'  Be- 
hold,   I    bring   you  glad   tidings   of   great   joy,'* 

BVOLyyi>.iC^'jfj.ai   ly.iv  ^ai^xv  fji,iyx?,Y.v,    literally,    /  €'V{ingehz/i 

unto  you  gfeat  joy^  or,   I  preach  the  Gofpel,  contain- 
A  3  ing 
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ing  matter  of  great  joy;  *' for  unto  you  is  born 
this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  who  is 
Christ  the  Lord."  *  So  that  tidings  of  a  Savi- 
our, at  leaft  of  fuch  a  Saviour  as  Chrift  the  Lord, 
are  good  tidings,  and  the  very  effence  of  the  Gof- 
peL  Hence  it  is,  that  when  the  evangelical  Pro- 
phet, Ifaiah,  was  foretelling  Gofpel  Days,  and 
defcribing  the  meflage  which  the  miniftcrs  of  the 
Gofpel  would,  in  thofe  days,  deliver  to  mankind, 
he  exprefTed  himfelf  in  the  following  words : 
<«  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet 
of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publifheth 
peace,  that  bringeth  tidings  of  good,  that  pub- 
lifheth Salvation,  that  faith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God 
reigneth  ! "  This  therefore,  is  the  true  nature  of 
the  Gofpel.  It  is  good  tidings,  or  good  tidings  of 
good:  and  a  raeflage  of  peace  and  falvation.  And 
accordingly,  as  we  learn  from  the  facred  writers, 
they  that  preached  the  Gofpel,  <<  preached  peace 
by  Jefus  Chrift,"  t  and  bore  witnefs,  that  it  is 
**  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
that  he  came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners."  :j; 

2.  To  be  a  little  more  particular.  The  Gofpel 
may  be  defined  thus  :  '*  It  is  that  revelation  which 
God  hath  made  of  himfelf,  and  of  his  mind 
and  will  to  mankind  refpeding  their  falvation." 
This  was  made  firft,  obfcurely,  and  in  part,  to  the 
ancient  Patriarchs,  and  by  them  to  the  early  ages 
of  the  world,  before  and  after  the  flood.  As  to 
Adam,  when  God  faid,  *'  The  Seed  of  the  woman 
fhall  bruife  the  Serpent'^  head  ;  "  and  to  Abraham 
when  he  promifed  him,  that  "in  his  Seed  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  fhould  be  bleffed : "  and  laftly 
to  Jacob,  when  he  allured  him,  that  <«  Shiloh 
Ihould  come,  and  that  unto  him  ihould  the  gather- 
ing of  the  people  be."  But  when  the  Law  was 
given  to  the  pofterity  of  Jacob,  from  Mount  Sinai, 

«  Luke  ii.   lo,   ii.     f  Acts  xui.  26.     %  i  Tim.  i.   i^. 
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an  Inftitution  took  place,  the  defign  of  which  was 
to  exhibit  to  mankind,  in  a  variety  of  typical  per- 
fons,  and  aclions,  and  cmblcmntical  reprefenta- 
tions,  the  whole  Gofpel,  wit!i  its  Au'hor,  origin, 
and  end,  its  precepts  and  promifes,  its  privileges 
and  bleflings,  its  grace  and  glory,  as  it  was  in- due 
time  to  be  unfolded  more  fully  and  clearly  by  the 
eternal  Word  of  Jehovah,  made  flefli,  and  the 
Spirit  of  Truth  and  Holinefs  poured  out,  in  all 
his  plenitude  of  gifts  and  graces,  upon  the  firft 
difciples  and  minifters  of  the  divine  Immanuel. 
When  this  <*  fulnefs  of  time  was  come,"  and  that 
fame  God,  **  who  at  fundry  times,  and  in  divers 
manners,"  had,  formerly  fpoken  to  his  ancient 
peoplQ  by  the  prophets,  had  in  thcfe  laft  days  fcnt 
forth  his  Son,  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory  and  the 
exprefs  image  of  his  perfon,  with  credentials  and 
powers,  fuch  as  no  other  divine  MelTenger  ever 
was,  or  will  be  inverted  with,  then  the  Gofpel, 
which  in  former  ages  had  been  exhibited  in  types 
and  fhadows,  rather  fhaded  than  revealed,  was 
manifefted  in  all  its  glory  and  appeared 

<<  Full  orb'd  in  its  whole  round  of  rays  complete/* 

It  arofe  upon  the  world  with  healing  in  its  wings, 
and  flione  forth  in  all  its  beauty,  fplendour,  and 
importance.  *<  The  day-fpring  from  on  high  vi- 
lited  us,  to  give  light  to  them  that  fat  in  darknefs, 
and  in  the  region  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  and  to 
guide  their  feet  into  the  way  of  peace."  It  is  this 
lafl,  cieareft,  and  fullefl:  revelation  of  the  divine 
Will,  refpe6ling  our  falvation,  that  is  moft  pro- 
perly and  emphatically  termed  the  Gofpel,  and 
that  is  here  chiefly  meant ;  as  alfo,  in  divers  other 
pafTages  of  the  New  Teftament,  which  you  may- 
examine  at  your  lenfure. 

3.  The  Gofpel,    confidered   in   this   view,   has 
refpecSl  to  all   the  offices  fuftained  by  its  glorious 
A  3  '     Author 
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Author.  In  reference  to  his  Prophetic  Office,  i> 
is  a  revelation  of  truths,  including  dodlrines,  pre- 
cepts, promifes,  and  threatnings,  more  clear  and 
full  than  any  preceding  difcovery.  Thefe  truths, 
as  they  are  of  a  fpiritual  and  divine  nature,  and 
concern  chiefly  if  not  wholly,  fpiritual  and  divine 
things,  fo  they  are  to  us  the  molt  important  that 
can  be  imagined.  They  ift,  refped  God  the  Fa- 
ther, whofe  nature  and  attributes,  efpccially  his 
moral  attributes,  as  his  holinefs,  juftice,  truth, 
mercy,  and  love,  have  been  abundantly  more 
plainly  and  fully  revealed  to  mankind,  by  Chril^ 
and  his  Apofiles,  than  ever  they  were  before. 
'*No  man  hath  feen  God,"  fays' St.  John,  '»  at 
any  time  ;  the  only  begotten  Son,  who  is  in  the 
hoforn  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him.'* 
*'The  Son  of  God  is  come,  and  hath  given  us  an 
undcrftanding,  that  we  may  know  him  that  is 
true.  And  we  are  in  him  that  is  true  "  **They 
ih.\\l  know  me,"  fays  God,  fpeaking  of  gofpel  days, 
*'from  the  leali  to  thegreatetl."  They  regard  2dly, 
the  Son  of  God,  whofe  perfon  and  offices,  humi- 
liation and  exaltation,  grace  and  glory,  are  ex- 
hibited and  difplayed,  by  himfelf  and  his  Evange- 
lifts  and  Apoftles,  as  they  neither  were,  nor,  in  th« 
nature  of  things,  could  be  before  his  manifeftation 
in  the  flefh.  They  concern  3dly,  the  Spirit  of 
God,  not  indeed  fo  much,  with  refpedf  to  his  na- 
ture and  effence,  as  his  office  in  the  Church,  and 
his  operations  in  the  fouls  of  men,  in  order  to 
their  falvation.  Thefe  are  revealed  much  more  at 
large,  and  with  abundantly  greater  evidence,  in 
the  New  Tef^ament  than  in  the  Old,  and  we  fee 
with  much  more  clearnefs  than  the  Jews  did  for- 
merly, how  he  enlightens,  quickens,  ftrengthens, 
fandtiLes,  and  comforts  his  people,  and  by  a  va- 
liety  of  gifts  and  graces,  prepares  them  for,  and 
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gives  them  a  pledge  and  earned  of  eternal  felicity 
and  glory.  The  truths  of  the  Gofpcl,  4ihlv,  rcf- 
pe(5t  ourfelves.  They  reveal  to  us  our  lall  irt 
Adam,  with  the  finfulnefs  and  guilt,  the  depra- 
vity, weaknefs,  and  mifery,  entailed  upon  us  there- 
by, in  a  much  clearer  and  fuller  manner  than  they 
were  known  to  the  Old  Teflamcnt  faints.  In  the 
mean  time  our  Redemption  by  ChriH-,  with  the 
nature  and  properties,  caufes  and  cfFedis  of  that 
fa  I  vat  ion  which  is  by  faith  in  him,  is  alfo  mani- 
f&^ed  and  difplayed  in  all  its  love  and  power, 
glory  and  extent,  in  this  fame  Gofpel.  Here  we 
learn  alfo,  the  Will  of  God  concerning  us,  viz. 
v^'hat  he  requires  us  to  know,  to  believe,  to  expe- 
rience, to  be,  to  do,  to  fuffcr,  and  to  enjoy.  The 
immortality  of  the  foul,  the  refurre^Siion  of  the 
body,  the  conflagration  of  the  world,  the  final 
judgment  of  Men  and  Angels,  and  the  reilitution 
of  all  things,  are  among  the  important  and  aftonifli- 
ing  difcoveries,  exhibited  to  our  view  in  this  ever 
bleffed  Gofpel. 

4.  Again,  in  reference  to  his  Prieftly  Office,  the 
Gofpel  implies  a  free  and  fincere  offer  of  privi- 
leges, which  Chrift  hath  procured  for  us  by  his 
death,  and  received,  in  confequence  of  his  afcen- 
fion  into  heaven.  What  thefe  privileges  are,  I 
need  not  now  take  up  your  time  in  endeavouring  to 
fhew.  You,  my  brethren,  are  well  apprized  that 
remiffion  of  fins,  the  favour  and  friendfliip  of  God, 
and  adoption  into  his  family,  whereby  we  become 
his  fons  and  daughters,  are  among  the  firrt  and 
principal  of  them.  Thefe  prepare  the  way  for 
others,  fuch  as  our  heavenly  Father's  peculiar  care 
and  protection,  an  ample  provifion  for  the  fuppiy 
of  all  our  wants,  temporal  and  fpiritual,  with  an 
afi'urance  that  all  things,  even  aflBidlion  and  death, 
fliall  work  for  our  good.  Add  to  this,  that  Chrift 
has  procured  for  us,  and  in  his  Gofpel  offers  to  us, 
A  4  *^fel- 
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**  fellowfiiip  with  God,"  thro'  the  eternal  Spirit; 
which,  as  it  implies  a  title  to,  and,  in  feme  de- 
gree, at  leaft,  a  meetnefs  for  the  happinefs  referved 
for  us  in  the  heavenly  nianfions,  fo  it  is  alfo  an 
earneiiof  that  happinefs  in  our  hearts.  Thefe  bleffed 
privileges  of  the  Gofpel  to  be  enjoyed  here,  are,  you 
know,  to  be  crowned  with  the  everlaiiing  vilion 
and  enjoyment  of  God  hereafter,  when  his  people 
fhall  be  admitted  to  fee  his  face  and  behold  his 
glory,  fo  as  to  be  transformed  fully  into  his  like- 
nefs,  and  poflefled  eternally  of  his  felicity. 

5.  OncQ  more  :  if  the  Gofpel  be  confidered  in 
reference  to  the  Kingly  Office  of  Chrift,  it  implies 
the  promulgation  of  a  variety  of  Laws,  enforced 
with  fandlions,  the  moft  momentous  and  awful 
that  can  be  imagined,  even  with  promifes  of  hap- 
pinefs, and  threatenings  of  mifery,  infinite  and 
eternal.  All  thefe  laws  are  wife  and  holy,  jull 
and  good.  They  enjoin  repentance  towards  God, 
and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrili,  in  order  to  our 
poffefling  any,  even  the  firft  of  the  fore-mentioned 
privileges,  remiffion  of  fms,  or  juftification  before 
God.  And  upon  thofe  that  are  juftified  and  there- 
by furnifhed  with  the  main  fpring  of  obedience. 
Love,  they  inculcate  the  uniform  pra6tice  of  piety 
and  virtue  in  all  their  branches,  diredting  us  in 
every  part  of  our  duty  to  God,  our  neighbour,  and 
ourfelves,  and  *'  teaching  us,  that  denying  un- 
godlinefs  and  worldly  luf^s,  we  (hould  live  foberly, 
righteoufly,  and  godly,  in  this  prefent  world  ; 
looking  for  the  bleffed  hope,  and  glorious  appear- 
ing of  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift.'* 

6.  That  thefe  Laws  of  Chrifl:  make  a  part,  and 
an  important  part  of  the  Gofpel,  is  evident  from 
this  confideration,  that  Chrift  is  as  certainly  a 
King,  as  he  is  a  Prophet,  or  a  Priefl,  and  re- 
quires our  obedience,  as  much  as  our  faith  or  con«. 

fidence^ 
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fidence.  As  his  Prophetic  Office,  in  the  execution 
of  which  he  reveals  great  and  important  truths, 
would  be  of  no  advantage  to  us,  if  we  did  not  be- 
lieve him,  nor  his  Prieftly  Office,  whereby  he 
atones  for  our  fins  and  procures  for  us  ineftimable 
privileges,  if  we  did  not  truft  in  him  ;  fo  neither 
is  his  Kingly  Office  of  any  avail  to  us,  if  we  do 
not  obey  and  ferve  him.  He  is  a  Law-giver  and 
a  Judge,  as  well  as  a  Saviour  ;  and  while  we  ap- 
ply to  him,  and  depend  on  him  for  eternal  falva- 
tion,  we  muft  remember  he  is  <<  the  Author  of  it, 
only  to  thofe  that  obey  him."  We  are  therefore, 
**  not  without  law  to  God,  but  under  the  law  to 
Chrift,"  who,  when  we  ftand  at  his  judgment  feat, 
**  will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds, 
and  give  eternal  life  only  to  thofe,  who  by  patient 
continuance  in  well-doing,  feek  for  glory,  honour, 
and  immortality."  Whereas,  to  thofe  that  do  not 
obey  the  truth,  but  obey  uniighteoufnefs,  he  will 
render  "  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and 
anguifh."  From  all  which  it  is  manifeii,  as  St. 
John  teftifies,  that  they  only  are  *'  bleffed  that  do 
his  commandments,"  inafmuch  as  they  alone  **  have 
a  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  (hall  enter  in  thro' 
the  gates  into  the  city."  * 

Hence  it  is,  that  in  the  parallel  paflages,  by  two 
of  the  other  Evangelifts,  our  Lord  is  reprcfented 
as  giving  the  fame  or  a  like  charge,  in  different 
words.  In  Luke  it  is,  **  That  repentance  and  re- 
miffion  of  fins  fliould  be  preached  in  his  name 
among  all  nations,"!  and  in  Matt.  <*  Go  ye  and 
difciple  all  nations, — teaching  them  to  obferve  all 
things  whatfocver  I  have  commanded  you."  J  The 
Commands,  or  Laws  of  Chri1>,  therefore,  are  a  part 
of  the  Gofpel,  or  Glad-tidings  publiflicd  unto  us. 
And   that   they  may  manifcftly  appear  to  be  fuch, 

♦  RcY.  xxii.   14.     f  Luke  xxiv.  4-.     +  Math,  xxvili.   20. 
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God  hath  promifed  under  the  New  and  better  Co- 
venant, to  <<  write  them  on  the  hearts"  of  his 
people.  * 

7.   If  this  be  the  nature  of  the  Gofpel,  it  will 
not  be  difficult  to  fay,  what  is  implied  in  preach- 
ing it.     It  is  undoubtedly,  firft,  to  teach  the  truths 
which  it   reveals.     This  muft  be  done  clearly^  in 
•language  intelligible  to  all,  even  to  the  mol^  ig- 
norant and  illiterate  ;  and,  if  poflible,  with  fuch  a 
judicious  arrangement  of  matter,  and  difiindlnefs 
of  method,  that  while  lower  truths,  and  fuch  as 
are  more  eafily  underftood,  make  way  for,  and  pre- 
pare the  mind  to  receive  thofe  that  are  higher,  and 
of  more   difficult  apprehenfion,  all   may  be  eafily 
and    laftingly    remembered.      Again  ;    it  muft  be 
done  fully.     Nothing  that  will  be  profitable  to  our 
hearers,  muft  be  kept  back-  from   them,  but   the 
whole  counfel  of  God  muft  be  declared,  at  leaft,  as 
far   as  concerns  their  falvation,  prefent  or  eternal. 
And    if  we  have  not  opportunity,  during  the  fhort 
time  of  our  refidence  with  a  people,  to  enter  upon 
and  difcufs  the  controverted,  and   lefs   important 
truths  of  Chriftianity,  we  muft,  at  leaft,  take  care 
to  explain  to  them  and  enforce  upon  them,  its  lead- 
ing and  effential  dodtrines.     Further :  thefe  truths 
muft  be  taught  offeBionaiely.   We  muft  inftru6l  our 
people  as  a  Father  inftrudts  his  children,  whom  he 
dearly   loves,   and   whofe  welfare  in  time  and  in 
eternity,  he  has  at  heart.     Love  to  them,  and  an 
earneft  defire  for  their  falvation,  muft  be  the  fpring 
of  all   our  difcourfes.     Our  preaching  in  public, 
and   our    exhcnarions   in  private,  muft  flow  from 
this  principle  ,  and  the  afiPedlion  of  our  hearts  muft 
manifeft  itfclf  in  all  our  words  and  anions.     We 
muft  fpeak  as  thofe  that  »*  have  compaffion  on  the 
ignorant,  and  on  them  that  are  out  of  the  way, 

*  JcreiB.  xxxi.  31,  and  Heb.  viii.  ^. 
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remembering,  that  we  ourfelves,  alfo,  are  com- 
paffed  about  with  infirmity,"  while,  at  the  fame 
time,  we  rejoice  in  the  increafing  knowledge  and 
holinefs  of  thofe  that  '*  receive  the  truth  in  the 
love  of  it."  Once  more :  We  muft  inculcate 
thefe  truths  diligently  ;  as  St.  Paul  enjoins  Timo- 
thy, *  charging  him  **  before  God,  and  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chriil,"  to  obfcrve  this  injunction.  We 
muft  fo  preach  the  word  as  to  be  *'  inftant  in  fca- 
fon  and  out  of  feafon : "  muft  *^  convince,  re- 
prove, and  exhort,  with  all  long-fufFering  and 
do61rine."  Yea,  and  in  order  hereto,  as  the 
Apoftle  further  obferves,  muft  watch  in  all  things, 
that  we  may  let — <*  no  fair  occafion  pafs  unheeded 
by,"  but  may  difccrn  and  embrace  every  favourable 
opportunity,  whether  in  private  or  in  public,  of 
communicating  knowledge.  We  muft  be  ready  to 
endure  afflictions  and  hardfiiips  of  every  kind,  in 
the  profecution  of  our  work,  not  counting  our 
eafe,  our  honour,  our  liberty,  or  our  lives,  dear 
unto  ourfelves,  fo  we  may  but  **  do  the  work  of 
Evangelifts,  make  full  proof  of  our  calling,  finifti 
our  courfe  with  joy,  and  the  miniftry  we  have  re- 
ceived of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  teftify  the  Gofpel  of 
the  Grace  of  God." 

8.  To  preach  the  Gofpel  is,  fecondly,  to  ex- 
hibit the  privileges  which  it  offers.  This  muft  be 
done  freely.  They  muft  be  tendered  to  mankind, 
as  the  Scripture  fpeaks,  *<  without  money  and 
without  price."  Our  hearers  muft  be  given  to  un- 
derftand  that  remifiion  of  fins,  acceptance  with 
God,  adoption  into  his  family,  regeneration,  en- 
tire fan6lification,  and  even  eternal  life,  are  all 
the  gifts,  the  free,  undeferved  gifts  of  God,  thro' 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  are  ofFered  to  them  without  any 

*  2  Tim.  iv.  II. 
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regard  to  their  merit,  yea,  notwithflanding  their  de- 
merit. They  murt  be  made  fenfible  <<  that  not  by 
works  of  righteoufnefs  which  they  have  done,  but 
according  to  his  mercy  God  will  fave  them,  by  the 
wafhing  of  regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,"  and  therefore  that,  unworthy,  guilty, 
and  deferving  of  condemnation  and  wrath  as  they 
are,  they  are  welcome,  nay,  are  invited  and  urged  to 
receive  thefe  blefiings.  Now  as  men  are  very 
averfe  to  believe  this  do6\rine,  and  yet  amidft  the 
trials  and  troubles  of  this  prefent  life,  have  great 
need  cf  the  fupport  and  confolation  it  affords,  thefc 
privileges  muft  be  offered  them  frequently.  This 
Ihould  make  one  part,  perhaps,  I  might  fay,  the 
principal  part,  of  almoft  every  fermon.  And  in 
private  alfo,  we  ought  to  be  frequently  inviting 
them  to  the  poffeffion  of  thefe  bleffings,  and  de- 
monftrating  from  Scripture  and  Reafon,  the  readi- 
nefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  to  beftow  them  upon  all 
that  apply  to  him  for  them.  Ally  I  fay,  for  thefe 
privileges  muft  be  offered  to  mankind  univerfallyj 
without  any  exception.  The  high  and  low,  rich  and 
poor,  young  and  old,  profeffors  and  prophane, 
muft  be  invited  to  partake  of  thefe  unfearchable 
riches  of  Chrift.  <<  Let  him  that  is  athirft,  come,'* 
muft  be  our  language,  and  **  whofoever  will,  let 
him  come  and  take  of  the  fountain  of  the  water  of 
life  freely."  For  **  whofoever  cometh,  he  will 
in  no  wife  caft  out."  They  muft  be  informed,  not- 
withftanding,  that  thefe  privileges  will  not  be 
conferred  upon,  and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can- 
not be  received  by  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving. 
We  muft  therefore  make  this  gracious  offer  co?!- 
ditionallyy  infifting  on  repentance  and  faith,  as 
terms  or  conditions,  required  of  all  who  expedt  to 
be  admitted  to  a  participation  of  Gofpel  bleffings  ; 
which  repentance  and  faith,    however,    we  muft 
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nffure  them  are  the  gifts  of  God,  and  will  be  be- 
ftowed  on  all  who  fincerely  and  earneftly  afk  and 
feek  for  them 

9.  Yet  again  on  this  head.  To  preach  the  Gof- 
pel  is,  thirdly,  to  declare  and  enforce  the  precepts 
it  enjoins.  This  fhould  be  done  boldly  and  faiths 
fully.  In  reproving  lin,  and  (hewing  people  their 
duty,  we  mufl  not  fear  the  face  of  any  man,  but 
muft  regard  only  the  prefence  of  God,  his  all-fee- 
ing eye,  the  terrible  Day  of  Judgment,  and  the 
obligations  of  our  office.  The  Lord,  we  muft  re- 
member, hath  appointed  us  to  be  watchmen  over 
his  people,  we  muft  therefore  **  hear  the  word  at 
his  mouth,  and  give  them  faithful  warning  from 
him."  And  we  muft  do  this  under  a  convi61ion 
that  our  own  fouls  are  at  ftake  ;  that  if  we  **  fpeak 
not  unto  them,  to  warn  them,  to  turn  from  their 
wicked  ways,  that  they  may  fave  their  fouls  alive, 
they  fhall  die  in  their  iniquity,  but  their  blood 
fhall  be  required  at  our  hands;"  whereas,  if  we 
do  warn  them  faithfully,  altho'  they  fhould  not 
turn  from  their  wickedncfs,  but  fhould  die  in  their 
iniquity,  wc  (hall  deliver  our  fouls.  Again:  we 
muft  (j^eak  plainly  and  intelligibly  on  this  important 
fubje*Sf,  that,  if  poflible,  they  may  have  juft  and 
clear  ideas  of  the  fpirituality,  extent,  and  obliga- 
tion of  the  law  of  Chrift,  the  Gofpel  law,  the 
law  of  love  and  liberty,  and  of  every  part  of  their 
duty  as  enjoined  thereby.  We  muft  ufe  every 
means  in  our  power  to  give  them  the  neccffary  in- 
formation refpe(£ting  both  fin  and  righteoufnefs, 
truth  and  error,  that,  as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks,  they 
may  have  their  fenfes  properly  fexercifed  to  difcern 
both  good  and  evil.  And  in  enforcing  the  precepts 
of  Chriftianity  we  muft  be  impartialy  having  no 
rcfpedl  of  perfons.  We  muft  be  as  ready  to  re- 
mind the  rich  and  the  great  of  their  duty,  and  to 
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reprove  them  for  their  faults,  as  the  poor  and  the 
mean.  Only,  in  order  that  our  advice  and  re- 
proofs may  be  well  taken,  and  may  anfwer  their 
intended  end,  we  muft  be  fo  mindrul  of  t!ie  fu- 
periority  of  their  ftaiion  in  life,  as  to  addrefs  ihcm 
with  proper  refpe6i:,  and  carry  ourfelves  with  a 
becoming  modefty  and  deference,  in  all  our  inter- 
courfe  with  them.  I  muft  obferve  alfo,  that  thefe 
laws  of  Chrift  muft  be  inculcated  earncjlly  and 
awfully.  I  mean  hereby,  that  we  flioulcl  urge 
them  upon  our  hearers,  under  a  deep  conviction  of 
their  very  great  importance,  and  that  falvation  is 
abfolutely  impoflible,  as  to  **  thofe  that  know  not 
God,"  fo  alfo  to  thofe  that  *'  obey  not  the  Gofpel 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  -•  Perfuaded  of  this, 
we  muft  addrefs  them  on  this  topic,  a  topic  on 
which  their  everlafting  all  depends,  with  fuitable 
earneftnefs  and  awe  ;  and,  if  poffible,  muft  not 
leave  them  till  they  are  brought  to  acquiefce  in  the 
whole  will  of  God,  and  refolve,  thro'  his  grace, 
to  make  haftc,  and  not  delay  to  keep  all  his  com- 
mandments, and  endeavour  to  be  holy  in  all  man- 
ner of  converfation  and  godlinefs. 

II.  We  come  now  to  confider,  as  waspropofed, 
fecondly,  To  whom  the  office  of  preaching  the  Gof- 
pel belongs  ?  or,  To  whom  this  charge  of  our  Lord 
is  given  ? 

I .  Although  this  command,  <*  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  Gofpel  to  every  creature,  '* 
was  primarily  addreffed  to  the  Apoftles,  as  appears 
from  the  preceding  verfe,  yet  that  it  was  not  con- 
fined to  them,  is  evident  from  divers  confidera- 
tions.  I  ft.  Our  Lord  had  before  this  fent  out  the 
feventy,  t  making,  at  the  fame  time,  this  remarkable 
obfervation,    **  The  harveft  is  great,  and  the  la- 

aThefs.  i.  8.      t  Luke  x.  i. 
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bourers  are  few  ; "  and  exhorting  them  to  pray 
**  the  Lord  of  the  harveft  to  fend  forth  labourers 
into  his  harveft:."  Now  thefe  feventy  he  certainly 
never  afterwards  prohibited  from  preaching,  ■adly. 
Some  of  the  deacons,  chofcn  merely  to  a  temporal 
office,  fuch  as  Stephen  and  Philip,  preached  fre- 
quently, and  no  doubt,  were  countenanced  by  the 
Lord  in  fo  doing.*  3c!ly,  Many  of  the  members 
of  the  church  of  Jerufalem  fcattered  abrcjad  through 
the  regions  of  Judea  and  Samaria,  by  the  great 
perfecution  raifed  againft  them  after  the  death  of 
Stephen,  went  evetyivherey  we  are  informed, /r^^f/;- 
ing  the  word,  t  And  that  the  Apoftles  were  not  tlie 
perfons  meant  is  certain,  for  we  find  them  exprefs- 
ly  excepted.  Now  they  are  fo  far  from  being  cen- 
fured  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  for  this  condu6l,  that 
this  is  manifeftly  recorded  of  them  to  their  praife. 
Hence  we  find  Barnabas,  Silas,  Timothy,  Titus, 
Apollos,  and  divers  others,  who  were  not  Apofiles, 
preaching  the  Gofpel.  And  4thly,  that  the 
command  was  not  intended  to  be  confined  to  that 
period  of  time,  but  was  given  to  all,  in  every  age, 
that  are  properly  called  and  qualified^  appears  from 
the  parallel  palfage,  \  where  our  Lord  promifes 
his  prefence  to  the  minifters  of  his  word,  to  the 
end  of  the  world. 

2.  But  the  great  difficulty  is,  who  are  thus  called 
and  qualified  f  And  yet  this  point,  it  appears  to 
me,  may  be  determined  by  attending  fimply  to 
what  has  already  been  obferved,  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  Gotpel,  and  what  is  implied  in 
preaching  it.  But  before  I  enter  upon  ihis  fub- 
je61:,  1  muft  affure  my  hearers,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion, in  what  I  (hall  advance,  to  refled  upon  the 
Clergy  of  the  cftabliffied  Church,  or  thofe  of  any 

*  A^s  vj.  8.  and  viii,  5.   t  Ads  viii.  4.   |  Math,  xwiii.  20. 
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other  denomination  of  Chriftians,  but  merely  to 
fhew  what  warrant  we  have  from  Scripture  and 
Reafon^  to  take  upon  us  the  office  of  preaching  the 
Gofpel,  and  to  lay  before  this  congregation  the 
ruJes^  according  to  which  we  proceed,  in  our  choice 
and  appointment  of  Preachers. 

3.  And  firft,  we  have  feen  above,  that  to  preach 
the  Gofpel,  is  to  teach  the  many  great  and  im- 
portant Truths  of  it.  Now  fince  God  is  a  God  of 
ReafoHy  and  it  is  certainly  unreafonable  to  fuppofe 
that  a  man  can  teach  what  he  does  not  know  ; 
therefore,  in  order  that  a  perfon  may  be  qualified 
for  this  office,  we  judge  it  neceflary  that  he  fhould 
be  acquainted  with  the  nature,  variety,  and  im- 
portance of  Gofpel-Truths.  But  this,  we  be- 
lieve, no  one  can  be,  without  fupernatural  illumi- 
nation ;  the  Old  and  the  New  Teftament  agreeing 
to  affure  us,  that  **  The  things  of  God  knoweth 
no  man,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  God."  Hence,  it 
appears  to  us  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  a  man 
fhould  be  taught  of  Gop,  taught  by  the  Spirit  as 
well  as  the  Word  of  Truth,  in  order  to  his  being 
qualified  for  the  office  of  a  Teacher  of  Chrif- 
tianity.  Further  :  Inafmuch  as  God  is  a  God 
of  Truth,  and  requires  truth  in  the  inward  parts  ; 
requires  that  thofe  who  preach  in  his  name  fhould 
do  it  fincerely  ;  therefore,  we  confider  it  as  being 
of  equal  neceffity  and  importance  that  a  perfon 
fhould  firmly  believe,  or  be  fully  perfuaded  of  the 
certainty  of  divine  truths,  that  he  may  be  qualified 
and  called  to  teach  them.  **  I  have  believed,  and 
therefore  have  I  fpokcn,"  faid  one.  He  muji 
believe y  and  therefore  /peak.  Again  :  God  is  a 
SPIRIT,  and  his  Word  is  fpirit,  and  life,  and 
power,  and  muft  be  fpoken  in  **  demonflration  of 
the  Spirit  and  of  power  ;"  and  from  the  heart,  that 
may  reach  the  heart.  In  order  therefore,  that  a 
man  may  be  qualified  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  we 
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believe  he  ought  to  have  a  deep  and  lively  fenfe  of 
the  importance  of  divine  truths  upon  his  mind, 
and  that  his  fpirit  and  behaviour  ihould  be  duly 
influenced  thereby. 

4.  We  have  obferved,  fecondly,  that  to  preach 
the  Gofpel,  implies,  the  makino;  a  fincere  and  free 
offer  of  Gofpel  Privileges.  But  before  a  perfon 
can  be  qualified  to  do  this,  it  is  requifite  that  he 
fliould  know  what  thefe  privileges  are,  and  that  he 
fliould  believe  them  to  be  free  for,  and  attainable 
by  his  hearers.  And  as  this  offer  is  to  be  made 
freely,  affe6tionately,  and  urgently,  it  is  neceffary 
it  (liould  he  made  from  Experience.  They  who 
preach  the  Gofpel,  and  offer  its  privileges  to  man- 
kind, fliould  firft  themfelves  have  received  thof« 
privileges  ;  at  leaft,  in  part  ;  and  fliould  have  a 
well  grounded  and  lively  hope  of  obtaining  thofe 
that  yet  remain.  Thus  our  Lord,  '<  We  fpeak 
what  we  do  know,  and  teftify  what  we  have  feen." 
And  thus  St.  John,  and  the  firft  minifters  of  the 
Word,  <*  What  we  have  feenand  heard,  declare  we 
unto  you,  that  ye  alfo  may  have  fellowfhip  with 
us  :  and  truly  our  felluwflilp  is  with  the  Father, 
and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift."  They,  therefore, 
vi'ho  have  not  received  thefe  privileges  ;  for  in- 
ftance,  who  have  not  obtained  remiffion  of  fins^ 
the  favour  of  God,  and  a  new  and  divine  nature, 
are  not  qualified,  and  therefore  not  called  to  preach 
the  Gofpel.  In  other  words,  thofe  only  are  qua- 
lified to  teach  Chrift,  who  have  learned  him  ;  and, 
it  we  are  to  believe  St.  Paul,  only  thofe  have 
learned  him,  who  have  <*  put  off  the  old  man, 
and  put  on  the  new,  and  are  renewed  in  the  fpirit 
of  iheir  minds."  *  Hence  it  pleafed  God,  **  to 
reveal  his  Son,'*  in  Paul,  before  he  fen t  him  to 
<' preach  among  the  Gentiles."  t 

*  Eph.  iv,  2»,  24.       +  Gal.  i.  16. 
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5.  Wc  have  feen  thirdly,  that  another  particular 
implied  in  preaching  the  Gofpel,  is  to  enforce  the 
Precepts  of  it,  and  that  this  muft  be  done  boldly, 
plainly,  and  impartially.  Now,  it  is  certain  only 
thofe  can  do  this,  who  themfelves  obey  thofe  Pre- 
cepts. For  they  alone  will  be  able  to  fpeak  with 
confidence  and  courage.  It  follows  from  hence, 
that  thofe  who  live  in  known  fin  of  any  kind,  in 
difobedience  to  any  of  the  commands  of  Chrifl-,  as 
they  are  not  qualified,  fo  neither  are  they  called  to 
preach  the  Gofpel.  Accordingly,  «*  unto  the 
wicked,  God  faith.  What  haft  thou  to  do  to  declare 
my  ftatutes,  or  that  thou  (houldeft  take  my  Cove- 
nant in  thy  mouth?  feeing  thou  hateft  inftrudion, 
and  cafteth  my  words  behind  thee."  *  And  St. 
Paul,  in  the  diredions  which  he  gives  to  Timothy 
and  Titus,  refpe6ting  the  perfons  proper  to  b« 
chofen  to  the  paftoral  oflicc,  requires,  firft  of  all, 
that  they  fliould  be  ilamelejsy  viz.  at  leaft  as  to 
their  outward  conduct,  fi:anding  at  a  diftance  from 
all  known  fin,  whether  of  omiflion  or  commiflion. 
All  thefe  qualifications  are  eflfentially  neceflary, 
and  without  them,  it  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that 
any  perfon  is  called  of  God  to  preach  his  Gofpel. 

6.  But  there  are  other  endowments  alfo,  which, 
although  fome  of  them  be  of  an  inferior  nature, 
are  yet  not  to  be  overlooked.  For  inftance,  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel, 
are  to  addrefs  rational  creatures,  pofii"efied  of  Minds 
to  be  informed,  Judgments  to  be  convinced,  Con- 
fciences  to  be  pierced,  Wills  to  be  perfuaded, 
Fears  to  be  alarmed,  Hopes  to  be  excited.  Affec- 
tions to  be  won  ;  and  hence  we  may  infer,  that  it 
is  neceflary  they  fhould  be  qualified  to  fpeak  in  an 
intelligible,  convincing,  perfuafive,  and .  affedting 
manner,  and   that  therefore  they  ought  to  poflfefs  a 

*  Pfalm  1.   i6,  17. 
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degree,  at  leaft,  of  elocution,  and  even  of  elo- 
quence. Add  to  this,  tliat  as  many  perfons  will, 
if  not  ftatedly,  yet  occafionally  hear  them,  who 
will  be  fenfible  of  any  impropriety  of  language, 
weakncfs  of  argument,  or  mifinterpretation  of 
Scripture,  it  is,  if  not  abfolutely  ncceffary,  yet 
very  dcfirable,  that  they  fliould  be  perfons  of  good 
fenfc,  well  acquainted  with  the  Scriptures,  and 
with  Divinity,  and  able  to  fpeak  their  own  lan- 
guage grammatically, 

7.  It  is,    however,  of  much   more  importanc* 
to  obferve,  that  as   their  fucccfs  in  their  labours, 
depends  entirely  on  the  prefcnce  and  blefling  of 
the  Lord  Jcfus,   it   is  above  all  neceffary  that  they 
Ihould    infure  thefe  ;    *<  Without    me,"    fays    the 
Lord  Jefus    to  all   his   followers,    and   efpecially 
to   the  Minifters  of  his  Gofpel,  fent  forth  to  en-\  ^ 
lighten   and   convert   the  nations,   *«  ye  can  do  no-    ^\ 
thing."     *<  We   are   not   fufficient  of  ourfelves,''      \.  .\ 
fays   St.  Paul,    <<  to  think  any   thing   as   of  our-      '^  ^ 
felves,  but  our  fufficiency   is  of  God  ;  who  hath    '^ 
made  us  able,"  or  rather  (.yavoy?)  fuitable,  //,  or      ^^^ 
^ropery   <<  minifters   of  the   new   covenant  j  not  of       N\ 

the  Letter,  but  of  the  Spirit  :   for  the  Letter  kill-       j^v> 
eth,  but  the   Spirit  giveth   life."     This  one  cir-        ^  ^■ 
cumflance,    that  the   Preachers  of  the  Gofpel  arc        ^ 
to    be    Minifters  of    the   Spirit,    that   they   are  to         , 
communicate,  not  merely  the  literal,  but  alfo  the 
fpirirual   and  experimental  knowledge  of  the  Gof-       ^^\ 
pel,  demonflratcs  that  they   need,  and  can  do  no-       ^^ 
thing   to  purpofe,  without  the  Lord's  prefence  and       /\ 
influence.     This   he   hath  accordingly  promifed  to       I  v 
all    that   are  called    by   hirn,  declaring   to    them, 
<*  Lo :  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world." 

8.  Thofe  called  ?inAfeni  by  him,  I  fay  ;  for  It  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  will  be  prefent  withy  or 
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that  he  will  give  fucccfs  to  the  labours  of  thofe  he 
has  not  called  nor  fent.  This  leads  me  to  obferve, 
that  it  is  not  only  nccelTary  that  a  Teacher  of 
Chriftianity  fliould  have  the  fore-mentioned  quali- 
fications, but  that  he  fhould  be  properly  called  to 
the  work.  Thus  the  Lord  Jefus.  called  the  ivuelve, 
and  thtfeventyy  and  afterwards  faid,  **  Separate  me 
Barnabas  and  Saul  to  the  work  whereunto  1  have 
called  them."  Hence  the  Church  of  England  re- 
quires the  Candidate  for  Holy  Orders,  to  declare 
that  he  trulls  he  is  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  to 
*^  take  upon  him  that  office  and  minirlry."  Now 
though  it  may  not  be  eafy  to  define  this  call,  it  will 
be  readily  allowed,  that  it  mud,  at  leaft,  imply, 
through  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  firft,  A 
fervent  Love  to  fouls,  and  a  deep  concern  for  their 
Salvation.  Secondly,  A  fervent  Love  to  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  an  earneft  defire  to  advance  his  honour 
and  intereft  in  the  world.  Thirdly,  A  fingle  eye 
to  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  falvation  of  fouls,  ex- 
cluding all  worldly,  carnal  and  felfifh  view^s,  fuch 
as  a  regard  to  wealth,  honour,  pleafure,  or  cafe. 
Fourthly,  A  willingnefs  to  endure  any  hardship  or 
fuffering,  a  man  may  meet  with  in  the  execution 
of  his  office.  Fifthly,  A  perfuafion  that  he  is  call- 
ed, by  whatever  means  that  perfuafion  may  be  pro- 
duced ;  and  an  attradlion  of  mind  to  the  work, 
which,  however  may  be  mixed,  fometimes,  with 
great  relu6lance,  arifing  from  a  fenfe  of  his  un- 
worthinefs  of  fo  high  and  holy  a  calling,  and  un- 
fitnefs  for  fo  difficult  and  important  an  office. 

9.  But  lert  a  man  ffiould  miftake  in  this  matter, 
and  imagine  he  is  called  to  the  work  of  the  Mi- 
nifiry,  when  he  is  not  ;  added  to  this  internal,  it 
feems  necelTary  that  he  fhould  alfo  have  an  exter- 
nal call.  The  people  of  God  (hould  hear  him, 
fhould  judge  of  his  qualifications  for  the  work, 
^,nd  bear  witnefs  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  endeavours  in 
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the  converfion  of  fome  fouls  from  fin  to  rlghteouf- 
nefs,  and  in  the  edification  of  others.  And  his 
brethren  in  the  miniftry  (hould  alfo  hear  him,  con- 
verfe  with  him,  and  make  diligent  enquiry  con- 
cerning his  acquaintance  with,  and  experience  in 
divine  things  ;  as  alfo,  concerning  his  behaviour 
among  men,  and  his  reafons  for  believing  it  his 
duty  to  preach  the  Gofpel.  And,  if  they  judge 
him  qualified  and  called  to  that  blefied  work,  they 
(hould,  in  a  folemn  manner,  with  prayer  and  fart- 
ing, fet  him  apart  for  it.  Thus,  when  the  Lord 
Jefus  faid,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  **  feparate  me  Bar- 
nabas, and  Saul,  for  the  work  whereunto  I  have 
called  them,"  the  other  Prophets  and  Teachers,  in' 
the  Church  at  Antioch,  **  fafted  and  prayed,  and 
laid  their  hands  on  them."  And  thus  St.  Paul  ap* 
pointed  Timothy  and  Titus  to  **  ordain  Elders  in 
every  City.  "  The  reafon  of  this  is  obvious  ;  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  thofe  that  are  already 
in  the  miniftry,  renders  them  beft  qualified  to 
judge  of  the  call  and  qualifications  of  fuch  as  arc 
candidates,  while  a  peculiar  blefiTing  mufi:  attend 
their  advice  and  prayers.  To  thofe,  therefore,  who 
are  thus  qualified  and  called,  is  the  charge,  con- 
tained in  my  Text,  given  ;  and  it  is  at  their  peril 
to  difobey  it.  **  Though  they  preach  the  Gofpel, 
they  have  nothing  to  glory  of:  for  necefiity  is  laid 
upon  them."  Yea,  **  Woe  be  unto  them  if  they 
preach  not  the  Gofpel."  <*  If  they  do  this  thing 
willingly,  they  have  their  reward,  '  but  if  againft 
their  will,  fiill  they  muft  do  it,  for  **  a  difpcnfa- 
tion  of  the  Gofpel  is  committed  unto  them."  But 
III.  Where  muft  they  preach  it,  and  to  whom? 
This  is  the  next  point  that  comes  under  our  con- 
fideration. 

I.  **  Go  ye,"  faid  the  Lord  Jefus,  *'  into  all 
the  world."  Although  fome  of  the  Preachers  of 
the  Gofpel  may  be  peculiarly  intruded    with  the 

care 


22  CHRIST  S    COMMISSION 

care  of  this  or  that  people,  and  it  may  be  their 
duty  to  feed  and  overfee  certain  flocks  in  prefer- 
ence to  others,  yet  they  are  none  of  them  entirely 
confined  to  any  particular  Parifli,  Diftri6V,  Coun- 
try, Kingdom,  Empire,  or  quarter  of  the  Globe: 
not  to  the  temperate,  torrid,  or  frigid  Zone  ;  but 
when  the  Lord  calls,  and  divine  Providence  points 
out  the  way,  they  are  to  go  wherever  any  rational 
creatures  can  be  found  that  are  willing  to  hear 
and  obey  the  Gofpel  Like  St.  Paul,  they  are 
debtors,  both  to  the  Greeks  and  to  the  Barbarians, 
both  to  the  wife  and  to  the  unwife. 

2.  But  it  may  be  obje6ted.  There  are  not 
Temples,  Churches,  Chapels,  Synagogues,  Meer- 
ing-houfes,  nor  any  places,  proper  for  or  dedi- 
cated to  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  every  where  ; 
and  where  there  are,  they  may  not  be  admitted  to 
preach  in  them  :  what  muft  they  do  in  this  cafe  ? 
Mufl  they  wait  till  means  can  be  ufed  to  induce 
people  to  build  fuch  places  ?  I  anfwer.  By  no 
means.  People  muft  be  inflrudled  in  the  great 
truths  of  the  Gofpel,  and  muft  be  more  or  lefs 
convinced  of  and  affedled  by  them,  before  they 
will  wi(h  to  have  places  of  worfliip  ereded,  that 
being  afTembled  in  them  they  may  hearthefe  truths 
explained  to  them,  and  enforced  upon  them.  And 
although  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  in  this  and  other 
countries  where  Chriflianity  is  profeflTed,  people 
univerfally  underftand,  and  are  well  difpofed  to- 
ward the  propagation  of  it,  yet  matter  of  fa6l 
proves,  that  if  the  religion  of  Jefus  be  confidered, 
in  that  fimplicity,  purity,  and  power,  in  which  it 
is  reprefented  unto  us  in  the  New  Teltament,  it  is 
neither  pra6tifcd  nor  underftood  by  the  generality 
of  people  in  this  land,  nay,  nor  regarded.  Let 
thefe  Preachers,  therefore  go  forth,  like  the  firft 
fervants  of  Chrifl,  and  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of 
falvation  where- ever  they  find  an  open  door.     Let 

wifdom 
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*'  wifdom  cry  without,  and  let  her  voice  behe^rd  in 
the  ftreets."  Like  our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles,  let 
them  preach  on  mountains,  in  the  high-ways,  or 
by  the  hedges  ;  or  in  private  houfes,  market- 
houfes,  or  barns  ;  yea,  wherever  they  can  collect 
3  congregation,  tho'  but  of  two  or  three,  that  arc 
willing  to  hear.  And  let  them  declare  their  im- 
portant mefTage, 

3.  **To  every  creature;"  that  is,  to  every  ra- 
tional  creature  of  the  fallen  race  of  Adam.  All 
have  need  of  this  Gofpel,  and  that  in  all  theff 
branches  of  it  which  have  been  mentioned.  Manr 
kind  being  all  naturally  ignorant  and  out  of  the 
way,  and  there  being  none,  according  to  the  tef- 
timony  of  David  and  St.  Paul,  that  underftand 
divine  things,  all  need  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel, 
iind  the  Spirit  of  truth,  of  wifdom,  and  of  revela- 
tion, to  communicate  the  faving  knowledge  of 
them.  Again,  all  having  (inned  and  come  fliort 
of  the  glory  of  God,  the  whole  world  being  guilty 
before  God,  and  by  nature  children  of  wrath,  de- 
praved, weak  and  wretched,  therefore  all  need 
pardon,  the  divine  favour,  regeneration,  and  all 
the  other  privileges  of  this  Gofpel.  And  laftly, 
all  being  naturally  lukewarm,  indolent,  and  prone 
to  go  ailray,  they  need  the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel 
to  quicken  and  direct  them,  and  the  holy  Spirit  to 
write  them  on  their  hearts. 

4.  And  as  all  have  need  of  this  Gofpel,  fo  none 
arc  excluded.  Firft,  None  are  excluded  by  any 
decree  of  God.  He,  as  Cieator  of  all,  **is  lo\ing 
to  every  man,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
his  works."  He  is  the  Parent  of  the  human  race, 
and  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  debar  any  of 
J.is  rational  offspring,  from  the  knowledge,  love 
and  enjoyment  of  himfelf,  their  Friend  and  their 
Father.    He  is  the  Preferver  and  Bene fa(flor  of  all, 

in 
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in  whom  they  live,  move,  and  have  their  being ; 
and  who  hath  not  left  himfclf  without  witnefs 
among  them,  but  furnifhes  them  with  daily  proofs 
of  his  goodnefs,  '*  giving  them  rain  from  heavcrt 
and  fruitful  fcafons,  and  filling  their  mouths  with 
food  and  their  hearts  with  gladnefs  ;"  and  furely  lie 
cannot  be  unwilling  to  fave  the  perfons  whom  he 
daily  preferves,  and  on  whom  he  (howers  his  daily 
^nd  hourly  benefits.  Nay,  he  is  the  Redeemer  of 
all,  who  hath  **  fo  loved  the  world  as  to  give  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeih  in 
him  (hould  not  perilh,  but  have  everlafting  life  ;'* 
yea,  whofe  Son  died  for  all,  when  all  were  dead; 
gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all,  and  by  divine  grace, 
or  favour,  tailed  death  for  every  man.  And  is  it 
polTible  he  (hould  fhut  the  door  of  falvation  againft 
any  that  he  hath  purchafed  with  his  Son's  blood  ? 
Hence  it  is  that  he  is  exprefsly  termed  the  **  Sa* 
viour  of  all  men^  although  efpecially  of  thofe  that  he- 
Jievey  **  not  willing  that  any  fhould  perifli,  but 
that  all  (hould  come  to  repentance,"  {hould  *<  be 
faved  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth." 

5.  And  as  none  are  excluded  by  any  decree  of 
God,  fo  none  are  (hut  out  by  any  natural  or  moral 
incapacity.  None  that  are  not  idiots,  (in which  cafe 
they  are  not  accountable  for  their  a6lions,  nor  the 
proper  fubje61s  of  rewards  and  punifhments)  are 
fo  ignorant  as  to  be  incapable  of  underftanding  the 
Truths  of  the  Gofpel,  if  enlightened  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  which  is  free  for  all,  and  promifed  to  all  that 
lincerely  and  earneftly  alk  it.  None  are  fo  guilty, 
as  to  be  debarred  the  Privileges  of  the  Gofpel, 
purchafed  for  all,  that  will  accept  them,  by  the 
death  of  Chrift,  and  offered  to  all  by  the  free 
mercy  of  God.  None  are  fo  weak  and  depraved,  as 
to  be  unable  to  obey  the  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel, 
if  affifted  by  the  grace  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which 
bringing  falvation,  hath  appeared  unto  all  men,  as 

the 
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Ihc  Apoftle  te{\ifics  *,  and  may  be  received  by  all. 
Hence  it  is,  (and  this  leads  me  to  the  laft  particu- 
lar), that 

Fourthly,  Faith  is  jurtly  required  of  all,  on 
the  peril  of  evcrlafting  damnation.  *«  He  that 
believeth  and  is  baptized,  (liall  be  faved,  and  he 
that  believetli  not,  fliall  be  damned." 

I.  From  nhat  has  been  faid,  it  will  eafily  ap- 
pear, both  what  Faith  is,  and  how  juftly  it  is  re- 
quired in  order  to  everlafting  falvation.  it  refpe(5Vs 
the  Gofpel  in  all  the  three  grand  branches  of  it 
above  mentioned.  Firft,  As  the  Gofpel  is  a  reve- 
lation of  TruthSf  it  implies  that,  in  confequenceof 
an  attentive  confideration  and  thorough  knowledge 
of  them,  we  be  perfuaded  of  the  certainty  and  im-. 
portance  of  thefe  Truths,  and  that  in  fuch  a  lively 
and  operative  manner,  that  our  hearts  are  truly 
affected,  and  our  lives  duly  influenced  by  them 
from  day  to  day.  Thefe  truths,  coming  to  us  not 
in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy 
Ghofl,  and  in  much  affurance,  are  the  power  of 
God  unto  our  falvation.  For  as  foon,  and  in  pro* 
portion  as  we  thus  believe,  **  we  are  tranflatcd 
out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous  light :"  in  other 
words,  we  are  faved  from  ignorance  and  error,  into 
the  light  of  knowledge  and  truth.  Secondly,  As 
the  Gofpel  is  an  offer  of  PrivilegeSy  faith  in  it  im- 
plies, that  we  accept  that  offer  in  the  way  God 
hath  appointed,  viz.  The  way  of  **  Repentance 
towards  God,  and  Confidence  in  our  Lord  J.fus 
Chrift,"  the  High  Prieft  of  our  profeflinn,  who 
by  his  death  hath  obtained  thefe  Privikges  for 
us,  and  in  his  Gofpel,  makes  them  over  to  all 
that  repent  and  believe  in  him.  By  faith  in  this 
fenfe,  *'  we  are  juflified  from  all  things:"  we  are 
faved  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  into  the  divine  favour, 

*  Tituii  ii.  11,  12. 
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are  adopted  into  God's  family,  regenerated  through 
his  grace,  and  reftored  in  a  degree,  at  leaft,  to  his 
likenefs.  Thirdly,  As  the  Gofpel  is  a  promul- 
gation of  Lawsy  faith  in  it  implies,  that  we  ac- 
knowledge the  authority  of  the  Law-giver,  and 
yield  ourfelves  up  to  obey  his  Laws,  looking  to 
him^  and  depending  on  him,  as  a  Saviour,  for 
power  to  enable  us  fo  to  do,  and  trufting  in  the 
mercy  of  God,  through  his  merits,  for  the  pardon 
of  our  daily  infirmities  and  defedls.  By  faith,  in 
this  refpedl,  we  are  faved  into  univerfal  holinefs  of 
heart  and  life,  and  obtain  **  a  confcience  void  of 
offence  towards  God,  and  towards  man,"  with 
great  boldnefs  in  the  profeflion  of  the  Gofpel. 

2.  It  appears  by  this,  that  our  Lord's  promife  is, 
and  muft  be  always  ftridlly  fulfilled,  <<  He  that 
believeth  fhall  be  faved."  By  believing  in,  and 
receiving  Chrift,  and  his  Gofpel,  with  regard  to 
the  Truths  it  reveals,  the  Privileges  it  offers,  and 
the  Laws  it  enjoins,  we  are  faved  even  here,  from 
ignorance  and  error,  fin  and  mifery ;  we  are  en- 
lightened, juftified,  fandlified,  and  comforted.  And 
perfevering  to  believe,  we  continue  to  be  faved,  and 
that  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  our  faith.  The 
greater  number  of  divine  truths  we  receive  by  faith, 
and  the  more  fully  and  clearly  we  are  perfuaded  of 
them  and  impreffed  by  them,  the  more  muft  our 
minds  be  enlightened  with  true  and  faving  know- 
ledge. The  more  conftantly  we  apply  to,  and  the 
more  firmly  we  truft  in  Chrift  for  the  Privileges  ot' 
the  Gofpel,  the  more  muft  we  be  encouraged  and 
comforted,  purified  and  ftrengthened.  And  the 
more  we  fubmit,  by  faith,  to  the  authority,  and 
comply  with  the  injunctions  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Gofpel,  looking  to  the  Law-giver,  who  is  alfo  the 
Saviour,  for  grace  and  ftrength,  the  more  (hall  we 
be  faved  from  the  appearance  of  evil ;  and  the 
more  holy  (hall  we   become  **  in  all  manner  of 
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convcrfation  and  godlinefs."  Thus,  the  Juft  con- 
tinues to  live  by  faith,  and  to  live  more  abundant- 
ly. The  full  affarancc  of  faith  y  always  attended 
with  the  full  ajfurance  of  hope,  never  fails  to  be  pro- 
du6tive  oi perfeSi  lovcy  even  the  love  that  cojleth  out 
fear :  and  that  love  is  followed  by  an  equal  degree 
of  every  inward  grace  and  outward  virtue.  And 
the  believer  **  enduring  to  the  end,"  and  being 
*'  faithful  unto  death,"  receives  the  crown  of  life, 
and  is  faved  eternally. 

3.  Now,  when  the  Gofpel  Is  preached  to  thofe, 
who  have  not  already  been  admitted  members  of 
the  vifible  Church,  and  when  fuch  arc  brought  cor- 
dially to  receive  it,  it  is  neccfTary,  whatever  dan- 
ger of  perfccution  may  be  incurred  thereby,  that 
they  fhould  publicly  profefs  their  Repentance  and 
Faith,  by  fubmitting  to  the  ordinance  of  Baptifm. 
Therefore,  our  Lord  fays,  **  He  that  believeth  and 
is  baptized  fhall  be  faved."  And  St.  Paul  de- 
clares, in  words  of  nearly  a  fimilar  import,  <*  If 
thou  (halt  confefs  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jefus^ 
and  believe  in  thy  heart,  that  God  hath  raifcd  him 
from  the  dead,  thou  (halt  be  faved."  This  was 
undoubtedly  the  pradice  of  the  primitive  Church, 
with  regard  to  thofe  adult  Heathens  or  Jews,  who 
were  converted  to  Chriftianity.  They  were  not 
admitted  to  baptifm  till  they  profefled  repentance 
for  fin,  and  faith  in  the  Gofpel.  Then,  and  not 
before,  they  were  fprinkledj  or  ivajhed  with  water, 
as  a  token  that  they  were  **  fprinkled  from  an  evil 
confcicnce,  and  wafhed  in  the  laver  of  regenera- 
tion." But  we  cannot  infer  from  this,  that  the 
children  of  Chriftian  Parents  were  debarred  from 
baptifm,  till  they  were  capable  of  believing  per- 
fonally :  on  the  contrary,  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  New  Covenant,  as  well 
as  from  many  paflages  of  Scripture,  and  the  au- 
thentic records  of  the  primitive  Chuich,  that  they 
B  2  were 
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were  generally  baptized  in  their  infancy  or  child- 
hood. But  as  this  is  not  a  proper  time  to  dilcufs 
fuch  a  do6trinc,  referring  any,  that  may  vvifli  for 
information  upon  this  head,  to  the  Books  and 
Tradls  written  profelTcdly  on  the  fubjccSV,  I  go  on  to 
obferve,  that  if  our  Lord  fhould  be  confidered  by 
any  as  intimating,  here,  the  necefhty  of  being  bap- 
tized in  order  to  Salvation,  in  cafe  there  be  an  op- 
portunity for  it;  yet  he  catinot  be  underftood,  as 
making  it  neceffary  for  any  converts  to  receive  bap- 
tifm  from  the  very  fame  perfons  that  were  inftrumen- 
tal  in  bringing  them  to  repentance.  If  they  be  but 
baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  it  fecms  a 
matter  of  little  moment,  by  whom  the  ceremony  ks 
performed.  St.  Paul,  It  is  certain,  was  an  inftru- 
ment  in  the  hands  of  God,  of  bringing  hundreds  to 
repentance  in  the  city  of  Corinth,  but  according  to 
the  account  he  gives  os,  he  only  baptized  two 
perfons  there,  and  the  houfehold  of  a  /hird.  From 
this,  it  appears,  both  that  he  confidered  it  as  a 
matter  of  much  greater  importance  to  preach  the 
Gofpel,  than  to  baptize ;  and  alfo,  that  he  judged 
many  perfons  to  be  fufficiently  qualified  to  per- 
form the  latter  office,  who  were  not  called  to  be 
extenfively  ufeful  in  the  execution  of  the  former. 
And  no  wonder,  for,  by  preaching  the  Goipei,  the 
feed  of  Faith  is  fown,  which  as,  in  adults,  it  muft 
precede  baptifm,  fo  it  is  of  much  greater  neceffity 
and  importance. 

4.  This  is  implied  in  the  next  claufe,  '<  He 
that  believeth  nor,  fhall  be  damned."  Our  Lord 
does  not  fay,  He  that  believeth  not,  and  is  not  bap^ 
tizedy  but  fimply,  ^^  He  that  believeth  not,  fhall  be 
damned."  If  a  perfon  believe  the  Gofpel,  with 
fuch  a  faith  as  is  above  defcribed,  he  fhall  be  faved, 
even  if,  through  want  of  opportunity,  or  his  own 
involuntary  prejudices,  he  fhould  be  prevented 
from  receiving   the   wafhing  of  baptifnal  water. 

But 
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But  although  he  may  have  had  this,  whether  in  his 
infancy  or  in  his  adult  age,  yet  if  he  do  not  believe 
with  a  right  faith,  **  he  (hall  be  damned,"  ox  con^ 
^ejnncdy  as  the  original  word  is.  Indeed,  as 
St.  John  teflifies*,  he  is  **  condemned  already.'* 
Not  receiving  the  Gofpel,  as  to  the  Truths,  Privi- 
leges, and  Precepts  of  it,  with  a  **  faith  working 
by  love,"  he  remains  in  that  ftate  of  ignorance  and 
iin,  of  depravity  and  weaknefs,  in  which  all  are  by 
nature  ;  having  contraded  an  increafed  guilt,  and 
being,  of  courfe,  expofed  to  greater  punifliment,  for 
rejecting  the  grace  of  God  offered  in  the  Gofpel. 
<<For  this,"  adds  the  fame  Apoftle  in  the  next  verfe, 
*^  is  the  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the 
world,  and  men  love  darknefs  rather  than  light, 
bccaufe  their  deeds  are  evil."  And,  living  and 
dying  in  this  Oate,  he  cannot  efcape  condemnation 
at  the  Day  of  Judgment.  For,  on  the  one  hand, 
being  in  a  ftate  of  fplritual  darknefs  and  death,  he 
has  neither  title  to,  nor  meetnefs  for  the  vilion  and 
enjoyment  of  God  in  glory  ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  having  rejected  the  means  of  illumination, 
juftification,  and  renovation,  afforded  him  in  the 
Gofpel,  he  has  merited,  and  from  a  holy  and  juft 
God,  muft  meet  with  condemnation  and  mifery, 
proportioned  to  his  guilt.  For,  ^*  if  the  word 
fpoken  by  Angels,"  viz.  the  Law  delivered  on  Si- 
nai by  the  miniftry  of  Angels,  *<  was  ftedfaft,  and 
every  tranfgreflion  and  atl  of  difobedience,  received 
a  juft  recompence  of  reward,  how  (hall  we  efcape  if 
we  neglect  fo  great  falvation  ;  which  at  the  firft 
began  to  be  fpoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  confirm- 
ed unto  us  by  thofe  that  heard  him ;  God  alfo  bear- 
ing witnefs,  both  with  figns  and  wonders,  and  di- 
vers miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Glioft,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  will  ? " 

*     John.  iii.  18. 
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*<  Examine  yourfelvcs,"  therefore,  my  brethren, 
"  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith,  prove  your  own 
felves,  know  ye  not  your  own  felves,  how  that  Je- 
fus  Chriil  is  in  you,"  in  all  his  offices  and  charac- 
ters, as  your  light  and  life,  your  wifdom,  righte- 
oufnefs,  fan6lification  and  redemption,  **  except  ye 
be  reprobates  ?"  See  that  you  do  not  deceive  your- 
fclves  in  a  matter  of  fuch  moment,  a  matter  on 
which  your  everlafting  falvation  depends  ;  and  take 
care  you  do  not  rell,  till  that  Gofpel,  which  has 
•*  come  to  you  in  word,  come  alfo  in  power,  and 
in  much  affurance,"  and  you  find  your  mind  en- 
lightened by  its  truths,  your  heart  enriched  and 
comforted  with  its  privileges,  and  your  life  regu- 
lated by,  and  conformed  to  its  precepts.  Thu9 
will  you  find  it  the  Power  of  God  to  your  falvation 
fr'»-n  fin  here,  and  from  all  its  confcquences  here- 
'  iii  tc  r. 

And  as  to  us,  my  brethren,  who  are  employed 
in  the  difpsnfation  of  this  Gofpel  of  the  Grace  of 
God,  let  us  examine  ourfelves  narrowly,  as  to  our 
Call  tOy  and  ^^ualificatiotjs  for  the  important  office  in 
which  we  are  engaged  ;  and  when  we  are  fatisfied, 
in  fome  meafure,  as  to  thefe.  let  us  make  it  our  care 
to  execute  our  truft  faithfully.  **  Let  us  fiudy  to 
fhew  ourfelves  approved  unto  God,  workmen  that 
need  not  to  be  afhamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word 
of  truth."  Let  us  make  ourfelves  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  Gsfpcl  of  Chrift,  with  refpe6l  to 
all  the  do6trines,  promifes,  and  commands  of  it ; 
and  let  us  take  care,  that  we  inculcate  every  part 
of  it,  keeping  back  from  our  people  nothing  that 
would  be  profitable  to  them.  Like  the  great 
Apoflle  of  the  Gentiles,  while  we  infiru6l:  them 
publicly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe  ,  let  us  efpeci- 
aliy  tefiify  **  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi,"  with  the  genuine  fruit 
thereof,    univerfal  holinefs  of  heart  and  life.     Of 

thefe 
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ihek  things,  let  us  take  care  to  be  ourfelveS  living 
wiff.'effes ;  that  fpeaking  from  experience,  we  may 
fpcak  with  demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power. 
Let  us  recommend  our  docftrine  by  our  practice, 
and  while  we  fervc  the  Lord  zvi/h  all  humility  of 
mindy  and  fimphcity  of  heart,  let  us  be  examples  to 
believers,  in  converfationy  in  hehavioury  in  kvcy  in 
faithy  in  purity  ;  and  let  us  **  take  heed  to  ourjclvesy* 
as  well  as  to  the  Jundry  flocks  **  over  which  the 
Holy  Ghoft  hath  made  us  overfeers,  to  feed  the 
Church  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchafed  with  his 
own  blood."  In  order  hereto,  let  us  **  give  dili- 
gent attendance  to  reading,  to  exhortation,  to  doc- 
trine ^  and  follow  after  godlincfs,  righteoufncfs,- 
faith,  hope,  love,  patience,  incekncrs."  J.tt  us 
**  watch  in  all  things,  endure  ni^liciions,  do  tlic 
work  of  Evangelifts,  and  make  full  proof  of  our 
miniftry."  Let  us  <«  meditate  on  thefe  things,  and 
give  ourfelves  wholly  to  them,  that  our  profiting 
may  appear  unto  all."  In  fine,  <<  Let  us  take 
heed  to  ourfelves,  and  to  our  dodtrine,"  and  con- 
tinue fo  to  do,  for  in  this  way,  **  we  fhall  both  fave 
ourfelves,  and  thofethat  hear  us,'* 
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OF     THE 

GOSPEL   0  F  CHRIST; 

AND    THE 

Confequences  of  not  being  properly   acquainted  with  it, 
PREACHED 

At  the  NEW-CHAPEL,  in  LOWGATE,  Hull. 
JDec.   30,   1787. 


2  Corinthians,  iii.  3,  4. 

"  But  if  our  Gofpel  be  hid,   it  is  hid  to  them 
*'  that  are  loft.'* 

I.  A  Moment's  refletf^ion  upon  the  preceding 
-Z~\  verfes,  with  which  this  paflage  of  Scrip- 
ture is  clofely  connedcd,  will  caft  much  light 
upon  it,  and  aflift  us  to  underftand  its  purport.  The 
Apoftle,  in  the  foregoing  chapter,  having  drawn 
a  comparifon  between  the  Gofpel  and  the  Law,  the 
Chriftian  and  Mofaic  oeconomy,  and  fhewn  the 
fiiperiority  of  the  former  to  the  latter,  proceeds,  in 
the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  to  fpeak  of  the  con- 
duct of  himfelf  and  his  fellow  apoftlcs,  who  were 
entrufled  with  the  difpenfation  of  this  Gofpel. 

2.  Seeing  then^  (fays  he),  we  have  received  this  J7ii^ 
niflryy  a  minil\ry  fo  fuperior  to  that  wherewith 
Mofes  was  entrufted,  more  excellent  in  its  nature 
and  more  beneficial  in  Its  efFe<Sls,  transforming  all 
■who  receive  it  into  the  image  of  God  \  as  ue  have 
cbtained mercy  to  be  accounted  faithful,  as  God  has 
h  ^  ia 
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in  mercy  accepted  us  as  his  fervants  in  the  Gofpel, 
and  fupported  us  in  our  work  ;  zve  faint  noty  are  not 
difcouraged,  do  not  defift  from  the  glorious  enter- 
prize  :  But  have  renounced  the  hidden  things  o'  dif- 
honefty,  whatever  a  perfon  has  need  to  hide  or  be 
afhamed  of;  not  walking  in  crnftinefs,  v\oX.  making 
ufe  of  guile,  fraud  or  low  cunning,  nor  handling  the 
re  or  d  of  God  deceitfully  y  not  corrupting  it  with  im- 
.pure  mixtures  of  our  own,  (as  vintners  fometimes 
mix  their  wines  withbafer  liquors,)  not  adding  to 
if,  diminifliing  from  it,  nor  ftriving  to  accom- 
modate it  to  the  tafte  of  our  hearers  :  but  by  mani- 
feftation  of  the  truth,  by  fpeaking  the  whole  truth 
clearly  and  plainly,  commending  ourfelves  to  every 
tnansconfciencey  appealing  to  the  confciences  of  fm- 
ners  for  the  truth  of  what  we  fay,  or  rather  addreff- 
ing  ourfelves  to  their  confciences,  aiming  princi- 
pally to  convince  and  awaken  thefe ;  and  all  this 
in  the  f.ght  of  God,  knowing  he  is  a  witnefs  to  our 
behaviour  in  his  work,  and  will  fl-iortiy  call  us  to 
give  an  account,  and  therefore  defiring  to  approve 
ourfelves  to  him. 

3.  But  if,  notwlthftanding  the  excellency  of  the 
dodlrine  we  teach,  and  the  plain,  clear,  and  power- 
ful manner  in  which  we  deliver  ourfelves,  our  gofpel 
alfo  (for  {o  it  fhould  be  tranflated),  as  well  as  the 
law,  be  hid,  {y.p^KUAvy.fy.iPov,  veiled  or  concealed,  as  the 
face  of  : 'ofes  by  the  veil,  to  which  he  alludes) 
*'  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft^,  in  whom  the  God 
of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  that 
believe  not,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of 
Chrift  fhould  (liine  unto  them."  The  Jews  in 
general  were  ignorant  of  the  law,  and  their  igno- 
rance was  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quences  ;  yet  flill  they  might  have  been  faved  by 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  gofpel  ;  but  if  they 
were  ftrangers  to  the  gofpel  alfo,  there  was  no  reme- 
dy for  them,  but  they   were  loft  without  hope  of 

recovery. 
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recovery.  The  fame  is  affirmed  concerning  all 
mankind  in  general,  as  well  as  the  Jews  in  particu- 
lar. If  any  child  of  man,  to  whom  the  gofpel  is 
plainly  and  powerfully  preached,  (for  what  have  we 
to  do  to  judge  thofe  to  whom  it  is  not  preached  ?J 
flill  remain  ignorant  of  its  nature,  difobedient  to  its 
commands  and  unexperienced  in  its  privileges  and 
blefTuigs,  th<  A-ioille  pronounces  in  the  moft  ex- 
prefs  terms  that  he  is  lo/i,  loft  now,  and  in  the  way 
to  be  loft  for  ever. 

4.  Surely  then  it  highly  concerns  us  to  whom 
this  gofpel  is  preached,  thoroughly  to  underftand  it 
and  experience  its  efficacy,  and  to  be  well  aft"ured 
that  we  do  io :  Surely  if  we  are  wife  we  fhall  not 
reft  in  an  uncertainty  here,  fhall  not  fatisfy  our- 
felves  with  any  thing  fhort  of  a  clear  afl'urance  that 
we  are  favingly  acquainted  with  the  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. — Now  with  a 
view  to  affift  you  in  this  important  matter,  I  beg 
your  candid  and  ferious  attention  while  1  enquire 
into 

I.  The  Nature  and  Defign  of  the  Gofpel. 

II.  The  Confequences  of  being  ignorant -of  it. 

And  firft,  I  am  to  enquire  into  the  Nature  and 
Defign  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift. 

I.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Greek  word  which 
we  tranflate  gofpel,  means  ^^  good  rieiuSf"  or  ^^  glad 
tidings.'*  Such  the  gofpel  undoubtedly  is  to  every 
child  of  man  ;  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  unto  all  people. 
Such  all  account  it  to  be  who  are  rightly  informed 
concerning  it,  who  know  its  worth  and  their  want 
of  it.  For  it  is  tidings  of  eyes  to  the  blind,  feet 
to  the  lame,  health  to  the  fick  ;  tidings  of  light  to 
them  that  fit  in  darknefs,  of  ftrength  to  fuch  as  are 
weak  and  helplefs,  of  liberty  to  thofe  bound  in 
mifery  and  iron,  and  of  pardon  and  life  to  pcrfons 
B  6  condemned 
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condemned  to  <JIe.  In  other  words,  it  is  tidings 
of  forgivenefs  of  fins,  of  hoUnefs,  and  of  heaven, 
to  fuch  as  are  notorionfly  guilty,  utterly  depraved, 
and  altogether  hell- defer ving  ;  tidings  of  the  high- 
eft  honour  and  moft  conlummate  happinefs  to 
perfons  funk  into  the  greatel^  depth  of  infamy  and 
wretchednefs.  In  the  gofpel  we  learn  that  God 
**  hath  vifited  and  redeemed  his  people,  and  hath 
raifed  up  an  horn  of  falvation  for  us  in  the  houfe 
of  David  his  fervant ; — falvation  from  our  enemies 
and  from  the  hand  of  all  that  hate  us  ; — that  we 
might  ferve  him  without  fear  in  righteoufnefs  and 
hplinefs  heforehim  all  the  days  of  our  life*."  In 
fliort,  by  the  gofpel  glory  is  brought  to  God  in  the 
higheji,  peace  is  proclaimed  upon  earthy  and  the  good' 
will  of  heaven  is  manifcfted  to  men  ;  for  it  difcovers 
to  us  a  Saviour^  who  is  Chrijl  the  Lord^  divinely  ap- 
pointed and  fufficiently  qualified  to  refcue  fallen 
man  from  fin  and  mifery,  and  reinftate  him  in  the 
favour  and  image  of  God. 

2.  But  I  muft  be  a  little  more  particular.  The 
whole  gofpel  proceeds  on  this  fuppofuion  that  man- 
kind are  in  a  fallen  ftate,  that  they  have  loft  the 
favour  and  image  of  God,  and  are  by  nature  igno- 
rant, finful,  guilty  and  helplefs  :  **  that  there  is 
none  thatunderftandeth,  that  all  have  finned,  and 
come  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God,  that  the  whole 
world  arc  guilty  before  God,  and  that  we  are  all 
without  ftrength  t."  On  this  foundation  the  gof- 
pel is  built :  Take  away  this  and  it  has  nothing  to 
fupport  it.  Deny  the  fall  of  man,  his  original  de- 
pravity, the  one  fource  of  all  his  adual  tranfgref- 
ficns,  and  you  deny  the  whole  gofpel  of  Chrift,  all 
thai  deferves  the  name  of  gofpel  or  glad  tidings. 
For  fure  to  deny  that  we  are  lick,  is  to  deny  we 
have  any  need  of  a   phyfician  \  and  if  we  are  not 

*  Luke  i.  68—;^.      i  Rom.  iii.  ij — 23  and  v.  6. 

guilty 
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guilty  and  condemned,  he  does  but  infuU  us  who 
offers  us  a  pardon.  Let  then  the  fecret  infidels  of 
our  day  fpeak  out ;  let  them  tell  us  in  plain  terms 
that  they  difbelieve  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ;  let  them 
openly  avow  their  fentiments  andreje(5t  Chriftianity 
altogether.  This  would  be  acting  a  far  more 
honourable  part  (and  they  too  are  men  of  honour!) 
than  under  colour  of  friendfhip  and  with  profef- 
fions  of  regard,  flyly  to  ftab  it  in  the  dark,  and 
cowardly  to  endeavour  that  in  fecret  which  they 
dare  not  attempt  openly. 

3.  Taking  it  for  granted  then,  that  mankind  are 
loft,  the  gofpel  propofes  their  refloration.  It  is 
exadly  fuited  to  our  cafe  :  it  is  juft  fuch  a  difpen- 
fation  as  we  want ;  it  is  a  remedy  every  way  ade* 
quale  to  our  difeafe.  It  offers  us  all  that  we  loft  in 
Adam,  and  much  more  than  we  ever  had.  It 
(hews  us  how  we  may  efcape  (in,  and  death,  and 
hell,  and  how  we  may  recover  holinefs  and  heaven, 
the  favour  and  image  of  God  here,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  glory  for  ever  hereafter. 

4.  But  all  this  will  appear  more  manifeft  if  we 
confidcr,  a  little,  the  fhort  but  full  account  the 
apoftle  has  given  us  of  the  gofpel  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  where  he  compares  it  with  the  law. 
Ver.  9:  he  calls  the  Law,  the  minijl  ration  of  condemn 
natioriy  and  the  gofpel  the  vunlftration  of  right eoujnejs. 
By  the/jw  there,  he  principally  means  the  moral 
law,  which  alone  was  written  and  engraven  onjlonesy 
ver.  7.  and  this  he  calls  the  miniftration  of  con- 
demnation, becaufe  it  condemns  mankind  for  their 
violation  of  it.  Had  we  obferved  and  kept  it  in  all 
points,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  refpeds,  perfedly, 
univerfally  and  conftantly,  inftead  of  condemning^ 
it  would  have  acquitted  and  rewarded  us  :  For  the 
hwfaitlji  He  that  doe  th  thefe  things  Jhall  live  hy  them^ 

*  Rom,  X.  5, 

But 
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But  becaufe  we  have  all  violated  it  in  one  or  more 
points,  [and  he  that  offends,  tho'  only  in  one  pointy  is 
guilty  of  all*  y]  therefore  it  condemns  us  all.  And 
hence  the  apoftle  declares,  As  many  as  are  of  the 
works  of  the  lazuj  (or  fcek  to  be  juftified  by  them), 
are  under  the  curfe,  for  it  is  written^  Ciirfed  is  every 
one,  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written 
in  the  hook- of  the  law  to  do  them 

5.  Such  is  the  condition  of  all  men  by  nature. 
All  having  finned  and  come  jhort  of  the  glory  of  Gody 
all  are  guilty  before  God,  -children  of  wrath,  and 
under  fentence  of  condemnation  to  the  fecond 
death,  the  lake  that  burncth  with  fire  and  hrimjione. 
And  the  law,  confidered  in  itfelF,  in  its  precepts  and 
penalties,  knows  no  mercy,  but  denounces  judgment 
without  mercy.  It  provides  no  way  of  efcape. 
But  the  gofpel  does:  it  is  a  yninijlration  of  right  eouf- 
tiefs:  it  fhews  us  how  we  may  be  pardoned  and  accep- 
ted confidently  with  the  juftice  and  truth  of  God  ; 
how  we  maybe  delivered  from  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
and  yet  the  authority  of  it  be  prefervcd  inviolate. 
Therein  the  "  day  fpring  from  on  high,  hath  vifit- 
ed  us,  to  give  light  to  us  who  fat  in  darknefs  and  in 
the  fhadow  of  death,  and  to  guide  our  feet  into  the 
wayoi  peacet.  For  therein  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
is  revealed  from  faith  to  faith :j:  ,  God's  method  of 
juftifying  finners  by  faith  in  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Ghrift.  Therein  we  learn  that  **  God  made 
Chrift  fin  (or  a  fin-ofFering)  for  us,  though  he  knew 
no  (in,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God  in  himt:"  that  God  **  hath  fet  him  forth 
to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to 
declare  his  righteoufnefs  (both  juftice  and  mercy) 
for  the  remiflion  of  fins  that  arc  paft§  :  that 
**  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  being   made  a  curfe  for  us  Ij."     Hence  it  is 

*  Jam.  ii.  lO.  +  Luke  i,  78.     %  Ron),  i.  17.     t  2  Cor.  v.  21; 
\  Rom.  iii.  25,  '    jj  Cal.iii.   ij. 

that 
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that,  notwithftanding  our  guilt  and  impotence,  we 
may  be  **  juftified  freely  by  hrs  grace  ^through  the 
redemption  that  there  is  Jefus  ;"  yea  God  can  **  be 
juft  and  yet  the  julVifier  of  him  that    believeth  in 
Jefus,"  he  can  pardon  and  accept  the  (inner,  with- 
out any  impeachment  of  his  divine  perfetVions,  or 
any  derogation  from  the  authority  of  his  holy  law. 
6.  On   this  ground   it  is,    that. the  gofpel   offers 
us  a  free,  full,  and  univerfal  pardon  for  all  our  paft 
offences.     It  affures  us  that   **  God  was  in  Chrift, 
reconciling    the  world  to    himfelf,    not    imputing 
their  trefpaffes  to  them,   and  that  he  hath  commit- 
ted  to  his  apoftles  the  word   of  reconciliation  *." 
They  therefore,  according  to  the  commiffion  Chrifl: 
had  given  them,  befeeching  finners  to  be  reconciled 
to  God,  not  only  preached  repentance,  but  alfo  re- 
miffion  of  fins  in  his  name  among  all  nations:   In 
his  name  they  offered,  and  that  to  all  without  ex- 
ception, 

<*  Pardon  for  infinite  offence  !  and  pardon 

<*  By  means  that  fpeak  its  value  infinite! 

'*  A  pardon  bought  with  blood !  with  blood  divine! 

"  With  blood  divine  of  him  we  made  our  foe  ! 

*<  Perfifted  to  provoke!   tho'  woo'd  and  aw  d, 

<*  Bleft  and  chaftis'd,  yet  flagrant  rebels  ftill!'* 

And  in  order  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  pardon, 
they  required  nothing  of  mankind  but  repentance 
towards  God,  and  faith, living  faith  in  the  Lord  Je- 
fus Chrifi,  both  u'hich  they  reprefented  as  the  gifts 
of  God.  For,  with  the  prophets  they  bore  witnefs 
that  if  we  **  draw  nigh  to  God,  he  will  draw  nigh 
to  ust,"  and  that  *'  whofoever  believeth  in  Chrift 
doth  receive  the  forgivenefs  of  fins ;  yea  that  by 
Jaim  all  who  believe  are  jufiified  from  all  things  J.'* 
Thus  we  fee  it  is  clearly  revealed  and  exprefsly  de- 
clared   in  the  gofpel,  that  becaufe  of   what  Chrifl 

*  2  Cor.  V.  19.     +  Jair,  i/.  8.     :}:  Ads  xiii,  39. 
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hath  done  and  fufFered,  the  moment  we  truly  be- 
lieve on  him,  (viz.  with  a  penitent  and  loving 
heart),  *'  God  is  merciful  to  our  unrighteoufnefs, 
and  our  fins  and  iniquities  he  remembers  no  more." 
He  treats  us  as  though  we  had  never  offended,  ac- 
cepts us  through  the  Beloved  into  the  number  of 
his  children,  and  we  receive  the  promife  of  the 
Spirit  through  faiih*,  even  the  Spirit  of  Adoption 
whereby  we  cry,  Abba  father. 

7.  This  leads  me  to  fpeak  of  another  principal 
blefling  of  thegofpel,  concerning  which  alfo  we 
are  informed  in  the  former  chapter,  where  ver.  7, 
the  apoftle  calls  the  law  the  jnwijiration  of  deathy 
and  (ver.  8,)  the  gofpel  the  mimfiration  of  the  Spirit. 
He  calls  the  law  the  miniftration  of  death,  not  only 
becaufe  it  condemned  wilful  tranrgreflfors  to  tem- 
poral death,  and  condemns  us  all  to  the  fecond 
death  ;  but  alfo  becaufe  in  confequence  of  our  vio- 
lation of  it  we  are  deprived  of  union  with  God,  in 
which  our  fpiritual  life  as  much  confifts,  as  our 
natural  life  in  the  union  of  foul  and  body.  Our 
fins  have  feparated  between  us  and  our  God;  we 
arc  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  and  of  confe^ 
quence  are  fpiritual ly  dead,  dead  in  trefpaffes  and 
fins. 

8.  To  ill uflrate  this  a  little.  No  fooner  has  the 
foul  left  the  body  than  natural  life  is  at  an  end. 
The  body  has  no  longer  any  fenfibility  of  plcafure 
or  pain.  It  has  no  longer  any  fenfation:  it  has 
eyes,  but  fees  not,  ears,  but  hears  not.  It  has  no 
longer  any  power  ;  it  cannot  move,  or  a6i:,  or  make 
refiltance,  but  may  be  dragged  hither  and  thither  at 
will,  it  is  helplefs,  tends  to  pufrefa61ion,  and  "is 
only  fit  to  be  removed  out  of  the  fight  of  the  living, 
to  whom  it  is  now  become  loathfome  and  abomina- 
ble.— In  like  manner,  no  fooner  has  God  left  the 

•  Ga'.  iii.  14. 
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foul  than  fpiritual  life  is  at  an  end.  The  foul  has 
no  longer  any  fenfibility  of  fin,  its  evil  nature  and 
dreadtul  tendency  ;  any  confcious  grief  when  over* 
taken  by  it,  or  joy  when  preferved  from  it.  It  has 
Jio  longer  (if  1  may  fo  fpeak)  any  fpirifual  fenfa- 
tion :  it  fees  not  by  faith  him  that  is  inviftblcy  hears 
not  the  voice  of  Chrift,  nor  feels  the  powers  of  the 
ivorld  to  come.  In  other  words,  it  has  no  faving 
knowledge  in  divine  things;  God  and  the  things  of 
God  are  concealed  from  it.  It  has  no  longer  any 
power;  it  cannot  move  one  ftep  heaven-ward,  per- 
torm  any  thing  properly  good,  nor  refift  and  con- 
quer temptation  ;  but  the  devil,  the  world  and  the 
flclh  drag  it  hither  and  thither,  at  pleafure  and  un- 
controuled.  It  is  helplefs,  corrupted  by  fin,  filthy 
and  polluted,  and  only  fit  to  be  removed  out  of  the 
fight  (as  it  were)  of  an  holy  God,  to  whom  it  is 
now  become  abominable,  and  buried  in  the  lake 
that  burneth  with  fire  and  brimftone.  "^ 

-9.  In  this  condition  the  moral  law  leaves  man* 
kind.  Confidered  in  itfelf,  as  a  covenant  of  works, 
it  points  us  to  no  remedy,  but  rather  pronounces  us 
incurable  and  our  cafe  defperate.  Not  fo  the  gof- 
f)el  :  it  is  a  miniflration  of  the  Spirit,  It  informs  us 
of  and  ofi^ers  to  us  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  whofe 
office  it  is  to  reftore  our  fouls  to  fpiritual  life,  and 
heal  all  the  difeafes  which  by  fin  we  have  contradl- 
ed.  Therein  we  are  told  that  when  Chrift  **  af- 
cended  up  on  high  and  led  captivity  captive,  he  re- 
ceived gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious,  that 
the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  them*."  that  in 
him  <<  all  fulnefs  dwells,  and  that  out  of  his  fulnefs 
we  may  receive  grace  for  grace  +."  Therein  W€ 
are  informed  of  the  **  faving  grace  of  God  appear- 
ing to  all  men,"  and  of  "  the  true  light  enlightening 
every  man   that   cometh  into  the  world;};."    And 

*  Pfal.  Ixviii.   18,  Eph.  iv.  8. 

+  Johni,  16.        +   Tit.  ii.  11.       John  i.  9. 
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we  are  aflured  if  we  do  not  quench  this  light  ancJ 
rejedt  this  grace,  it  (hall  be  imparted  more  and 
more  to  guide,  renew  and  comfort  us.  For  in  the 
gofpcl  Chrift  offers  **  to  baptize  us  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft  and  with  fire,"  to  "  live  in  us,  that  we  may 
live  alfo,  to  *'  quicken  us  and  raife  us  up  and  make 
us  fit  together  with  himfclf  in  heavenly  places." 
Pie  promifes,  if  we  will  '*  come  to  him  and  drink, 
out  of  our  belly,"  (figuratively  fpeaking)  **  (hall 
flow  rivers  of  living  water  *,"  fuch  abundance  of 
fpiritual  life  (hall  we  poffefs  that  it  (hall  overflow 
(as  it  were)  for  the  quickening  and  refrefliment  of 
others  ;  yea  he  a(rures  us  (if  we  a(k)  he  **  will  give 
us  living  water,  and  that  water  fhall  be  in  us  a 
well  of  water  fpringing  up  to  life  eternal  1]."  Now 
*'  all  this  he  fpcaks  of  the  Spirit  which  thty  who  be- 
lieve ori  him  do  receive,"  that  Spirit  which  isofl'ered 
in  the  gofpel,  and  which  accompanying  its  truths 
when  delivered,  renders  them  the  power  of  God  un^ 
to  falvation  to  every  one  that  believeth. 

10.  By  this  Spirit  we  are  again  united  to  God  and 
put  in  poffelTion  of  fpiritual  life:  Our  eyes  are 
opened  and  we  fee  the  dreadful  fituation  we  are  in 
by  nature  and  pradtice  :  We  difcover  the  ruin  that 
hangs  over  our  guilty  heads  and  threatens  to  bury 
us  in  eternal  deftrudion.  Our  deaf  ears  are  un- 
flopped,  and  we  hear  the  voice  of  him  *^  that  raijeth 
the  dead,  and  calleth  things  that  are  not  as  though  they 
were,''  calleth  us  to  come  forth  out  of  the  grave  of 
fin  that  we  may  live  a  new  life,  a  life  hid  with 
Chrljl  in  God,  1  mean,  our  underf^anding  is  en- 
lightened with  the  light  of  life,  and  we  are  made 
acquainted  with  things  fpiritual  and  divine,  which, 
while  defiitute  of  the  Spirit,  we  could  not  difcern. 
Our  confcience  alfo  is  roufed  from  its  lethargy,  and 
ive  are  convinced  of  fin  and  of  righteoufnefs.     W« 

•  Jolinvii.  37,38,         II    John  iv.   10,   14. 
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are  now  no  longer  infenfible  of  grief  and  pain  on 
account  of  the  fins  we  have  committed,  and  the 
punifliment  we  have  deferved  ;  or  of  joy  and  de- 
light, on  account  of  what  Chrift  hath  done  and 
fufFered  for  us,  and  the  profpedl  of  eternal  glory  he 
hath  opened  to  our  view.  But  we  feel  the  mofl: 
tender  and  lively  affe6lions,  excited  by  the  things  of 
God, which  before  we  could  contemplate  with  total 
unconcern. 

ir.  The  Holy  Spirit  has  ftripped  fin  of  its  dif- 
guife,  and  beholding  the  monfier  in  all  its  defor- 
rnify  and  mifchief,  we  fear  and  tremble  at  the 
thoughts  of  our  former  danger  from  it,  and  are  dif- 
trefi'ed  for  our  foolifh  and  wicked  intimacy  with  (a 
de(lru6^ive  an  enemy.  Holinefs  is  now  unmnfkcd, 
and  blooming  in  nil  its  beauty,  kindles  in  our 
hen rts  tlie  moll  fervent  love  to,  and  infiames  our 
fouls  with  the  warmeft  defires  after,  an  obje61  fo  in- 
comparably excellent  and  worthy  of  our  highefl  re- 
gard. We  lament  and  are  amazed  at  our  former 
indifi^erence,  and  refolve  to  make  amends  (fo  to 
fpeak)  for  what  is  paft,  by  the  moft  careful  atten- 
tion to,  and  diligent  endeavours  after  it,  for  the  time 
to  come.  In  the  mean  time,  confidering  the  great 
and  precious  promifes,  which  are  all  given  to  us,  that 
we  may  be  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  we 
rejoice  in  hope  of  pofifefling,  to  our  entire  and  end- 
lefs  fat  is  fad  ion,  this  holinefs  fo  amiable  in  our 
eyes. 

12.  In  hope  of  pofiTefTing  it,  did  I  fay  ?  Nay  we 
rejoice  in  the  a6tual  pofleflion  of  it  in  a  great  de- 
gree. For,  being  **  in  Chrift,  we  are  new  creatures, 
old  things  are  done  away  and  all  things  in  us  are 
become  new."  Sin  hath  not  dominion  over  us, 
which  in  time  part  it  had,  becaufe  zue  are  not  under 
the  laiu  (the  covenant  of  works  which  killethy  nor  the 
Mofaic  difpenfation  which  was  imperfedl:,)  hut  under 
grace,  a  difpenfation  of  pardoning  mercy   which 

^ivcth 
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giveth  life,  and  of  divine  influences  which  favc 
from  fin.  This  covenant  of  grace,  which  is  the 
•*  law  of  the  Spirit  of  Life  from  Chriit  Jefus,  hath 
made  us  free  from  the  I  iw  of  fin  and  death:"  and 
being  hereby  **  made  free  from  fin,  we  become 
fervants  to  God,  bear  fruit  unto  holinefs,  and  the 
end  is  everlafting  life*."  For  through  a  faith  of 
the  operation  of  God,  ^the  grand  means  of  fandlifi- 
cation  as  well  as  j unification,)  being  perfuaded  of 
God's  true  and  faithful  promifes,  and  relying  upon 
him  for  the  accomplifhment  of  them,  we  derive 
the  Spirit  of  life,  of  light  and  power  into  our  fouls, 
and  afififled  by  his  all-fufficient  grace,  **  we  cleanfe 
ourfelves  from  all  filthinefs  of  flefh  and  fpirit,  and 
perfedt  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God." — Believing, 
we  love;  and  loving,  we  obey :  our  obedience  is 
fincere,  univerfal,  conftant  and  perfevering;  we 
pay  a  due  refpeff  to  all  his  commandments,  and 
become  at  lall  "  holy,  as  he  that  hath  called  us  is 
holy,  in  all  manner  of  converfation  and  god- 
linefs." 

13.  Hence  that  fame  Spirit  which  is  our  light 
in  darknefs,  our  ftrength  in  weaknefs,  our  life  in 
death,  our  entire  fanclification  ;  is  alfo  our  fuc- 
cour  in  temptation,  our  comfort  in  trouble,  our 
true  and  only  happinefs. — We  can  now  rejoice  in 
the  divine  favour,  as  well  as  in  the  **  tefiimony  of 
our  confcience,  that  in  fimplicity  and  godly  fince- 
lity  we  have  our  converfation  in  the  world  t." 
Our  guilty  fears,  defponding  doubts,  and  over- 
whelming griefs,  give  place  and  difappear,  while 
the  Comforter  (hines  forth,  in  all  his  radiant 
glory,  and  revives  and  cheers  our  drooping  hearts. 
Through  his  agency  the  fogs  and  mifis  of  ignorance 
and  error,  fin  and  mifery,  fufpend  their  baleful  in- 
fluence, nay  fpeedily  vanifh,   and  light  and  truth, 

*  Rom,  viii.  2,  and  vi.  j8.      +  s  Cor.  i.  »2. 
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holinefs  and  heaven,  difFufe  their  joyotis  luflrc 
throughout  our  fouls.  He  pacifies  the  confcience, 
calms  the  pallions,  and  introduces  into  our  minds, 
a  peace  which  palTeth  all  underftanding.  He  in- 
flames us  with  love,  infpires  with  hope,  and  fills 
us  with  jov,  even  a  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 
glory.  By  his  operation  we  are  aiTured  of  the  fa- 
vour of  God,  adopted  into  his  family,  and  prepared 
for  the  glory  and  felicity  above.  And  though  <*  eye 
hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  what  God  hath 
prepared  for  them  that  love  him,"  yet  hecaufe 
God  hath  revealed  them  un'^o  us  by  his  Spirit  *, 
therefore  we  do  and  muft  rejoice  in  profpedl  of 
them.  *'  We  abound  in  hope  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghofl,"  and  thrrefore  in  joy  ;  **  we  rejoice 
greatly,"  (even  though  **  for  a  feafon,  if  need  be^ 
we  are  in  hcavinefs  through  manifold  temptations,") 
in  expedlation  of  foon  poffeffmg  an  <*  inheritance 
which  is  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and  which 
fadeth  not  away,  referved  in  heaven  for  us  ;{:,'* 
and  an  earneft  of  which  wc  have  by  the  Spirit  in 
our  hearts. 

14.  Such  arc  fome  df  the  happy  effects  pro- 
duced by  thai  Spirit  which  tne  gofpel  offers,  and 
which  is  the  chief  glory  of  it,  its  diftinguiftiing 
privilege.  In  this  refpecSl  chiefly,  we  dilccrn  the 
Superiority  of  the  Chrifiian  to  the  Mojaic  Difpen- 
fation.  Not  but  tha[  rhe  Holy  Spirit  was  in  lome 
degree  given  under  the  Law  :  undoubtedly  it  was: 
whatever  holinefs  or  happinefs  the  pious  ifraelites 
poflefled  they  owed  to  its  influences,  and  very 
eminent  for  holinefs  and  happinefs,  it  is  manifeft, 
man)  of  them  were.  Bat  it  was  not  given  {<i  Jarge^ 
ly  nor  fo  mirjirjally  as  fince  Chrifl's  glorification^ 
after  he  had  finished  the  work  which  was  given 

♦   1  Cor.  ii.  9.  10.         f  1    Pet.  i.  4—6. 

him 


4^  NATURE  AND  DESIGN   OP 

him  to  do.  This  conclufion  we  cannot  but  draw 
from  a  variety  of  paflages  in  holy  writ,  which  it  is 
unneceffary  to  quote  on  this  occafion.  One  1  fhall 
mention,  which  is  fo  plain  and  exprefs,  and  full  to 
the  purpofe,  that  it  may  well  ferve  inftead  of  a 
thoufand,  and  help  us  to  underftand  others  which 
in  different  places  occur  upon  this  fubjedl,  but  are 
lefs  clear  and  determinate.  John  vii.  37  and  38^ 
the  apoftle  tells  us  <*  Jefus  ftoodand  cried,  faying. 
If  any  man  thirft,  let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink; 
he  that  believeth  on  me,  as  the  fcripture  hath  faid, 
(hath  teftified  in  many  places,)  out  of  his  belly  fhall 
flow  rivers  of  living  water.  Now  this  (St.  John 
fays,)  he  fpake  of  the  Spirit,  which  they  who  be- 
lieved on  him,  e^eXXoi/  Aa//,€avnv,  were  afterwards  to 
receive,  for  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  not  yet  given, 
becaufe  Jefus  was  not  yet  glorified."  From  hence 
it  is  manifeft,  beyond  all  contradidlion,  that 
there  is  a  fenfe  in  which  the  Spirit  was  not  given 
before  Chrif^'s  glorification,  as  it  was  to  be  given 
afterwards,  and  that  this  fenfe  refpedls  not  only  or 
chiefly  his  extraordinary  and  miraculous  opera- 
tions, but  alfo  and  efpeciaUy  his  ordinary  influences, 
becaufe  it  is  promifed  to  all  believers  without  limi- 
tation, in  all  nations  and  ages, 

15.  One  more  property  of  the  gofpel,  I  (hall 
take  occafion,  from  the  preceding  chapter,  to  men- 
tion. The  apof^le  there,  ver.  11,  affirms  of  the 
iaw  that  it  was  to  be  aboUpjedy  and  of  the  gofpel  that 
it  remameih.  The  Mofaic  difpenfation  was  of  a 
temporary  nattire  and  only  intended  to  continue  for 
a  time:  it  was  to  make  way  for  and  give  place  to 
belter,  when  in  **  the  fulnefs  of  time  God  fhould 
fend  forth  his  Son,  born  of  a  woman,  made  under 
the  law,  to  redeem  thofe  that  were  under  the  law, 
that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  fons."  But 
the  gofpel  is  an  inf^itution  that  fhall  abide  for  ever. 
As  it  is  the  kji  difpenfation  God  ever  made  with 

man, 
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XTYan,  fo  it  is  the  lajl  he  will  ever  make.  We  look 
for  none  to  fucceed  it :  nay  we  do  not  expert  any 
alteration  to  be  made  in  it.  On  the  contrary, we  arc 
affured,  it  is  unchangeable  in  its  nature,  and  eternal 
in  its  confequences  It  is  the  one,  fixed  and  un- 
alterable way  in  which  God  will  fave  Tinners  while 
the  world  ftands  :  and  all  faved  in  this  way  fliall 
for  ever  rejoice  in  the  falvation  thus  obtained.  It 
will  not  only  continue  with  them  through  life,  as 
their  glory  and  their  joy,  but  through  death  a Ifo. 
When  tkey  **  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  Jhadow  of 
deaths  they  Jhall  fear  no  evily'  for  the  falvation  of 
the  gofpel  is  with  them.  This,  like  Elijah's  man- 
tle, fhall  caufe  ihe  waters  of  mortality  to  divide 
hither  and  thither,  that  they  may  go  through  on 
dry  land.  And  (hall  it  defert  them  when  paffed 
over,  when  in  Canaan  ?  Oh  no  !  They  are  then 
but  entering  upon  the  full  enjoyment  of  gofpel 
bleflings,  the  intire  pofleffion  of  their  heavenly  in- 
heritance :  They  then  receive  the  end  of  their  faith^ 
the  falvation  of  their  fouls, 

16.  For  life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light  by 
the  gofpel.  Not  contented  within  the  narrow  bounds 
of  time,  it  launches  out  into  an  eternal  ftate  and 
there  expatiates  at  large.  It  not  only  acquaints  us 
with  what  (hall  hereafter  be  tranfadled  within  the 
fphere  of  creation  and  limits  of  time,  but  it  unfolds 
the  myfteries  of  eternity,  and  conduces  our  contem- 
plations through  the  immenfity  of  the  Godhead. 
**  It  burns  Ihe  prefent  world,  tiiumphs  over  death 
by  a  general  refurre^^ion,  and  opens  all  into  an 
eternal  ftate."  The  reftoration  of  ihofe  bodies  to 
immortal  life,  which  were  reduced  to  corruption 
and  duft  in  the  grave  ;  the  conflagration  and  diflb- 
lution  of  this  beautiful  fyftem  of  things ;  the  de- 
cifive  trial  of  men  and  angels  at  his  bar,  who  once 
expired  upon  an  ignominious  crofs  between  two 
thieves  ;  and  the  ilTue  of  all  in  the  evcrlafting  dc« 

ftru(5iion 
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ftrudion  of  the  finally  impenitent,  and  the  eternal 
glory  of  the  righteous;  thefe  are  the  important 
events  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  but  which  I  muft 
now  forbear  to  confidcr. 

17.  And  now,  my  brethren,  fay  if  this  gofpel, 
fo  furprifing  and  wonderful  in  its  difcoveries ;  fo 
deep  and  unfearchable  in  its  myfteries-,  fo  alarming 
and  dreadful  in  its  threatnings ;  fo  comforting  and 
delightful  in  its  promifes ;  and  fo  enriching  and 
ennobling  in  its  privileges  and  blefl'ings  ;  fay  if 
this  gofpel  do  not  well  dcferve  the  ferious  atten- 
tion, diligent  ftudy,  and  hearty  reception  of  all! 

♦'  What  heart  of  ftone  but   glows  at  thoughts  like 

thefe  ? 
<<  Such  contemplations  mount    us;     and   fhould 

mount 
"  The  foul  ftill  higher  ;  and  never  glance  on  man, 

<-<  Unraptured,  uninflamed! • 

*<  Oh !  the  burft  gates,  crulh'd  fting,  demolifli'd 

throne, 
<*  Laft  gafp  of  vanquifh'd  death  1  Ihout  earth  and 

heav'n, 
«  This  fum  of  Good  to  Man ! 

Surely  this  gofpel,  fo  true  and  faithful,  fojufl 
and  reafonable,  fo  fuitable  and  advantageous,  fo 
excellent  in  itfelf  and  fo  beneficial  to  us,  is  well 
worthy  of  all  acceptation  I  High  and  low,  young 
and  old,  rich  and  poor  have  equal  need  of  it,  may 
be  equally  blef*  by  it,  and  are  equally  concerned 
10  bid  it  a  moft  hearty  welcome  !  All  orders  and 
degrees  of  men  fhould  embrace  this  gofpel  with 
the  utmoft  fervor  of  defire  and  warnith  of  affec- 
tion, the  moft  abfolute  confidence  and  ecftatic  joy. 
But  alas !  how  far  is  this  from  being  the  cafe  ! 
How  far  arc  the  generality,  notwithfianding  their 
iieed  of  this  gofpel,  and  the  blefled  effeds  it  would 

produce 
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produce  If  properly  received,  from  heartily  and 
chearfully  embracing  it !  Thoufands  there  have 
been  in  every  age,  and  thoufands  there  are  in  this 
age,  yea  in  this  nation,  who  (whatever  they  may 
prstend  to  the  contrary)  manifeft  by  their  tempers 
and  condu6l  that  they  arc  yet  unacquainted  with 
that  gofpel  which  they  profefs. 

Now  that  we  may  be  able  to  judge  whether  their 
character  and  condu6l  defcrves  our  imitation  it  is 
worth  our  while  to  confider,  as  was  propofed, 

II.  The  Conjequences  of  rejc6ling  or  not  bcin^ 
favingly  acquainted  with  the  gofpel. 

I.  Upon  this  head  little  need  be  faid,  the  cafe 
IS  fo  exceedingly  plain.  It  is  fufEciently  evident 
from  what  has  been  already  advanced,  that  as  the 
l^ofpel  finds  all  mankind  in  a  loft  condition,  defti-. 
tutc  of  the  favour  and  image  of  God,  and  liable 
to  his  wrath  and  eternal  damnation  ;  fo  it  is  intend- 
ed to  recover  them  from  their  fall,  and  to  reflore 
fhem  to  that  holinefs  and  happinefs  which  they 
have  loft.  And  it  is  a  difpenfation  manifcftly  well 
calculated,  nay  altogether  fufficient  to  anfwer  this 
end.  It  is  a  remedy,  not  only  every  way  fuited  to 
our  difcafe,  but  of  fufficient  virtue  to  expel  it  and 
put  us  in  poiTeflion  of  our  former  health  and  hap- 
pinefs. And  all  who  embrace  this  gofpel,  accord- 
ing to  the  defign  of  its  Author,  prove  its  efficacy, 
nnd  find  to  their  prefent  and  eternal  comfort,  that  it 
does  in  fa61:  accomplifti  all  that  it  has  prom i fed  to 
vhe  ruined  race  of  Adam. 

1,  But  at  the  fame  time,  be  it  obferved,  that  as 
it  is  an  all-fujfficient  remedy,  fo  it  is  the  only  fuffi- 
cient one.  There  is  no  other  mean  of  health  and 
happinefs  ;  no  other  way  of  falvation,  but  that 
which  this  gofpel  reveals.  There  is  no  other  name^ 
given  ur.dcr  heaven  among  nxen^  whereby  we  can  he 
Jave^  hut  that  of  Chrift,  which  this  gofpel  makei 
known.  There  is  no  oiher  fjcrifice  for  Jin,  which 
can  take  it  away  and  procure  for  us  a  pardon,  but 
C  that 
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that  Vvhich  this  gofpel  points  out.  There  is  no 
other  Spirit  to  diTcover  to  us  our  want  of  that  fa- 
crifice,  and  to  enable  us  to  depend  upon  it  with  pe- 
nitent and  obedient  hearts,  but  that  which  this  gof- 
pel offers.  Hence  it  certainly  follows,  fas  it  is  in 
our  text,)  If  our  gofpel  le  hid,  it  is  bid  to  tkofe  that 
arelojl.  All  that  are  unacquainted  with  it,  that 
-do  not  experience  its  divine  efficacy,  remain  in  that 
loft,  ruined,  wretched  condition,  in  which  all  are 
by  nature,  and  that  without  help  and  without  hope. 
Ko  other  remedy  will  ever  be  offered,  no  other 
-way  of  falvation  ever  revealed,  no  other  mean  of 
happinefs  ever  prefcribed  \  but  they  muft  for  ever 
fuffer  all  the  miferable  confequenccs  of  their  fall 
in  Adam.  They  muft  remain  difeafed  and  dead  in 
fin  here,  till  they  are  adjudged  to  the  fecond  death 
hereafter  :  they  muft  continue  polluted,  accurfed, 
miferable,  till  they  are  bid  to  depart  accurfed  into 
everlafiing  frcj  which  will  not  purify  them  from, 
but  increafe  their  pollutions,  where  he  that  is  un- 
holy will  be  more  and  more  unholy  Jlilly  and  of  con- 
fequence  will  be  the  more  tormenttd. 

3.  Such,  in  the  nature  of  things,  muft  be  the  »n(l 
of  thofe  who  obey  not  he  gofpel  of  Chrifi.  They  fin 
againft  the  remedy  and  muft  therefore  perifh  with- 
out remedy  :  they  will  not  come  unto  Chrift  that 
they  may  have  life  ;  they  can  receive  it  from  no 
other,  and  therefore  they  abide  in  death  till  they 
are  fealed  up  in  death  eternal.  But  is  this  all? 
Have  they  no  other  mifery  to  dread  but  this  \^hich 
is  merely  a  confcquencc  of  their  fallen  ftate?  This 
puniftiment,  thus  confequential,  will,  no  doubt,  be 
great  beyond  conception,  and  might  well  deter  any 
confiderate  and  ferious  mind  from  rejeding  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift.  But  yet  this  is  not  all  the  im- 
penitent have  to  fear.  There  is  further  referved 
for  them  a  fuperadded  and  increafed  mifery  as  a  juft 
recompence  of  their  ingratitude  and  rebellion,  in 
rpieding  the  falvation  offered  in  the  gofpel.      For 

furely, 
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f«rely,  if,  after  all  that  has  been  defigncd  by  infinite 
love,  contrived hy\x\^W\it  wifdom,  2.n^  executed hy  in- 
finite power;  if,  after  all  the  unparalleled  fufFciings 
and  aftonirtiing  tranfadUons  of  the  Son  of  God, 
with  the  amazing  proccf*  of  divine  grace  in  our 
behalf,  from  firft  to  laft  ;  if,  after  al.  the  fuper- 
intending  care,  the  awful  judgments,  and  diftin- 
guirtiipg  blelTiPgs  of  God's  providence  ;  the  plain 
direcTlions,  terrible  thrcatnings  and  comfortable 
promilcs  of  God's  word  ;  the  folcmn  warnings, 
afFedionate  addrefles  and  earncft  invitations  of 
God's  minifters  ;  and  above  all,  the  condefcend- 
ing  vifirations,  moving  difcoveries  and  powerful 
pleadings  of  God's  Spirit ; — if,  after  all  this  (I  fayj 
we  iVill  ungratefully  rcjedV  the  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
and  fteel  our  hearts  againft  its  efficacy,  nothing  re- 
maineth  for  us,  but  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judg^ 
ment,  and  fiery  indignation  which  fiall  devour  us  as 
a/Iverfaries,  a  judgment  far  more  fevere,  and  an  in- 
dignation far  hotter  than  would  have  befallen  us, 
if  fo  much  had  not  been  done  for  our  recovery. 

4.   Concerning  this  matter  the  fcripture   is  plain 
and  exprefs.      This,  it  tells  us,  is  the  condetnnation^ 
not  that  all  died  in  Adam  and  are  by   nature  in  a 
loft  eftate,  (altho'  even  on  this  account  we  are  con- 
demned, and  the  condemnation  is  fufficiently  dread- 
ful,) but  that  light  is  come  ints  the  luorld,  and  men  Jove 
darkncfs  rather  than  light,  bccaufe  their  deeds  are  evil. 
That  provifion  is  made  for  the  inftrudlion,  holinefs 
and  happinefs  of  mankind,  and   they  chufe   rather 
to    remain    in  their  original    ignorance,    fin    and 
mifery,  therefore  they   ihall   be  condemned    to  a 
greater  puniihment  and   a  more  aggravated  ruin. 
This  is  further  manifeft  from  the  condu6f  of  God 
towards   the    Ifraelites,  who  abufed  the   light  and 
privileges  of  a  more   dark   and   imperfo6t  difpen- 
fation  ;  a  difpenfation  eftabliflicd   with  far  \tk  ap- 
paratus of  grace  and  mercy,  and   Icfs   illuftrious 
difplavs  of  love   and  power  ;  which  did  not  cott 
C  %  tlip 
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the  Godhead  fo  dear  fif  I  miy  (o  fpeak)  and  upon 
the  fuccefs  of  which  his  heart  was  not  fo  much  fet. 
Now  was  their  contempt  and  abufe  of  this  inferior 
<Jirplay  of  divine  goodncfs  fuffered  to  pafs  un- 
punifl-icd?  Far,  very  far  from  it.  <<  Every  tranf- 
grefllon  and  a6l  of  difobedience  (fays  the  apoflle) 
received  a  juf^  recompence  of  reward  ;"  and  **  they 
that  defpifed  the  law  of  Mofes  died  without  mercy 
under  two  or  three  witnefTes."  May  we  not  then 
argue  with  the  apoftle,  *'  Of  how  much  forer  pu- 
rifhment,  fuppofe  ye,  fhall  he  be  thought  worthy 
who  hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God, 
counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant  an  unholy  thing, 
and  done  defpite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace  !  If  they 
€fcaped  not  who  tcfufed  him  who  fpake  on  earth 
(viz  Mofes)  much  lefs  fhall  we  efcape,  if  we  turn 
aw^y  from  him  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven  !  "  And 
**  If  the  word  fpoken  by  angels  was  fledfaft,  and 
every  tranfgreflion  thereof  feverely  punifhed,  how 
ihall  we  efcape  if  we  negledt  fo  great  falvation,  which 
at  firft  begun  to  be  fpoken  (not  by  angels  but)  by 
the  Lord  himfelf,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by 
thofe  that  heard  him  ;  God  alfo  bearing  witnefs, 
both  with  figns  and  wonders,  and  divers  miracles, 
and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  according  to  his  will." 
5.  From  thefe  declarations  of  holy  Scripture, 
they  who  negle(Sl:  or  reje6t  the  falvation  of  the 
gofpcl,  may  judge  what  they  have  to  expect,  even 
juf'gment  in  extreme  without  any  mixture  of 
mercy,  and  lafting  as  the  days  of  eternity  !  Un- 
happy creatures  !  **  Their  judgment  of  a  long  time 
lingereth  not,  and  their  damnation  flumbereth  not! 
For  if  God  fpared  not  the  angels  that  finned,  but 
caft  them  down  to  hell,"  (though  no  Saviour  died 
for  them,  no  falvation  was  offered  to  them  or  re- 
Jeded  by  them,)  *<  and  delivered  them  into  chains 
of  darknefs  to  be  referved  unto  judgment ;  "  much 
lefs  will  he  fparc  them  who  have  multiplied  thei^ 
piTcnces  as  the  fand  on  the  fea  (hore,  aijid  have  re* 

jedled 
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J€6>cd  a  pardon,  procured  for  them,  by  the  moft 
cxquifite  fufferings,  and  ignortinious,  painful  death 
of  God's  own  Son  ! 

6.  And  does  it  not  then  concern  «i,  my  bre- 
thren, moft  ferioufly  to  enquire,  whether  we  re- 
je6t  this  gofpel,  and  negle6t  the  great  falvatlon 
offered  in  it?  Can  we  omit  fo  to  do  and  not  be 
Wanting  in  prudence  as  well  as  grace P  As  devoid 
of  zvifdorn  as  of  piety  F  Surely,  if  we  are  carelefs 
about  a  matter  of  fuch  infinite  importance,  we 
Hiew  that  we  as  truly  difregard  our  oion  welfare  as 
the  honour  of  Gody  and  are  as  certainly  enemies  to 
ourfelvesy  as  to  our  great  and  gracious  Creator* 
Enquire  then,  I  befeech  you,  I  do  not  fay,  into 
your  hioivledgCy  but  into  your  experience  in  this 
matter,  and  alk  your  hearts,  Whether  you  have  fcen 
your  need  of,  and  cordially  embraced  thofe  bleffings 
W'hich  have  this  day  been  fet  before  you  ?  Has  the 
gofpel  been  a  means,  through  the  blood  of  Chrirt 
and  the  Spirit  of  God,  of  miniflering  to  you  r'lgh^ 
feoufnefs  and  Ufe?  Has  it  juflitied  your  perfons  and 
renewed  your  nature?  Have  you  found  peace  with 
God  through  it,  and  power  ?  Adoption  into  his 
family,  and  a  reftoration  to  his  likencfs  ?  If  you 
have  hitherto,  not  only  flopped  ihort  of  thefe  pri- 
vileges, but  have  even  relied  contented  without 
the  D,  be  afTured  whatever  knowledge  you  have 
gotten  of  the  gofpel  in  tkeoryy  you  are  yet  un- 
acquainted with  it  in  experience.  It  has  not,  by 
any  means,  anfwered  its  intended  end  upon  you, 
but  is  llill  really  hid  ta  you,  and  you  remain  in 
a  loft  eftate,  and  are  in  the  high  road  to  be  loft  for 
ever! 

7.  May  the  Lord  incline  you  to  lay  this  to 
heart  ere  it  be  too  late  !  May  you  feel  your  want 
of  thofe  bleftings,  which  are  freely  offered  you  in 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift  and  gratefully  receive  them! 
The  gofpel  has  come  to  you  in  wordy  may  you 
never  reft  till  it  alfo  come  to  you  \v\power^  andwith 
C  3  the 


54  NATURE    AND    DESIGN    OF   ScC 

the  Holy  Ghofl^  and  with  much  qffurance  /In  order 
hereto,  may  you  J}ek  the  L^rdy  while  he  may  be 
foundy  and  call  upc;n  Imn  while  he  is  near  I  May  th« 
wicked  among  you,  jorjale  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
man  his  thoughts,  and  may  you  all  turn  unto  the 
Lord  that  he  may  have  nhercy  upon  ycu,  and  unto  our 
God  tha:t  he  may  abundantly  pardon  !  May  you  turn 
to  him  rn  true  repentance  and  unfeigned  faith,  a  faith 
nf  the  operation  of  his  Spirit!  May  you  afi  that 
this  repentance  and  faith  may  be  given  you;  and Jecky 
5n  the  ufe  of  appointed  means,  that  you  may  find  f 
Thus  m.ay  the  gofpel,  which  is  xht  power  of  God 
unto  falvation  tct  every  penitent,  believing  foul,  be 
the  powerful  means  of  your  falvation  I  Being  jufti- 
iied  from  all  things  through  faith  in  the  blood  of 
Chril^,  and  faniSlified  through  the  operation  of  his 
Spirit,  may  your  converfation  be  fuch  as  becometh  th& 
gofpel  on  earth,  till  you  receive  your  heavenly  in*, 
heritance,  that  eternal  life  and  happy  immortalil]j^ 
brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel !      Aiiaenl 
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SERMOM    III, 
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THE  EFFICACr  OF   THE  GOSPEL. 
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*'  But  If  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that 
are  loO,  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath 
blinded  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  nor, 
left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift-— 
fhould  fhine  unto  them." 

1.  ¥N  a  former  difcourfe  on  this  important  palTage 
JL  of  holy  writ,  I  endeavoured  to  (hew  the 
Nature  and  Defign  of  the  ggfpel  of  Chrift,  and  the 
dreadful  Confequences  which  attend  our  rejeciing  it. 
And,  undoubtedly,  it  is  of  fo  excellent  a  nature, 
and  propofes  a  delign  fo  benevolent  and  gloriou"^, 
that  all,  to  whom  it  is  offered,  ought  in  reafon  and 
duty,  to  embrace  it  heartily  and  without  delay  ; 
even  fuppofing  they  might  negle6l  fo  to  do  without 
fuffering  any  inconvenience.  But  when  it  is  further 
confidered,  to  what  extreme  and  endlefs  mifery  they 
certainly  expofe  themfelves  who  rcje6f  this  gofpel, 
one  would  fuppofe  no  child  of  man  who  refledls 
at  all  upon  the  fubje6i,  could  hefitate  one  moment 
about  if  j  one  would  imagine  that  motives  of /^^l 
C  4  hterejif 
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ftiterefl ,  at  leaft,  wouTd  prevail,  where  duty  and 
gratitude  had  no  influence;  and  Xhzx  z  fear  of  pu- 
7iijhment  would  compel  thofe,  whom  redeeming  Love 
did  not  conlUain,   nor  promifes  of  happinefs  allurCo- 

2.  And,  blelTedbeGod,  one  or  other  of  thefe  con- 
fderations  do,  through  the  influence  of  divine  grace, 
(abfolutely  needful  in  this  weak  and  difordered  flate 
cf  human  nature^)  perfuadc  many  to  comply  with 
the  defign  of  this  glorious  gofpel.  But  alas!  this 
is  by  no  means  the  cafe  in  general,  (I  fpeak  not 
of  Jews,  Turks,  and  Heathens,  but  of  profeflTmg 
Chriflians  r)  The  generality  even  of  theje  do,  moft 
certainly,  rejetStthe  gofpel  of  Chriftand  negledt  thie 
great  falvatioa  offered  by  it.  Into  the  reafon  of 
this  conduct  it  is  worth  our  while  to  enquire, 
cfpecially  as  this  may  be  a  mean  of  preferving  us 
from  an  imitation  of  it,  which,  I  am  fure,  is  no 
way  defirable.  This  I  fliall  take  occafion  to  do 
Irom  the  words  of  our  text,  where  the  apoflle 
has  given  us  a  key  to  unlock  this  myflery; — **  The 
god  of  this  world  (fays  he)  hath  blinded  the  minds 
©f  them  that  believe  not^  left  the  light  of  the 
glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift  fhould  (Line  unto  them 

3.  The  infpired  penman  (it  fecms)  flill  alludes 
to  the  cafe  of  Mofes,  who  put  a  vail  over  his  face, 
fo  that  the  glory  of  it  could  not  be  difcerned  by  the 
Ifraelites.  Thus,  as  he  has  intimated  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  a  vail  of  obfcurity  was  caft  over 
that  difpenfation,  through  which  the  Jews  (whofc 
minds  alfo  were  blinded)  could  not  difcover  the 
end  and  defgn  of  it.  Hence  they  were  not  favingly 
benefited  by  it ;  it  did  not  lead  them  to  Chrift, 
as  was  intended.  Now  altho'  the  gofpel  be  not 
veiled,  but  fuffered  to  fliine  out  in  full  luftre  ; 
yet  the  god  of  this  worlds  induftrious  to  prevent  the 
falvation  of  mankind,  by  blinding  the  minds  cf  them 
thai  believe  not,  hinders  them  from  difcerning  the 
light  of  this  glorious  gofpel,,  or  from  being  en« 
lightened  by  it. 

Three 
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Thr-e  particulars  offer  themfelves  to  our  con- 
fider=tion  on  this  fubje(fl. 

I  ft.  Who  is  meant  by  fbe  god  of  this  world,  and 
why  he  is  fo  called  ? 

2dly.  Whom  we  are  to  underftand  by  thcfc  that 
believe  not  ? 

3dly.  How  the  god  of  this  world  blinds  their 
minds  ? 

I.  With  regard  to  \ht  frft  of  thefe,  "  Who  is 
meant  by  the  god  of  this  world,  and  why  he  is  fo  cal- 
led ;  '*  I  fhould  have  thought  it  unneceffary  to  fay 
any  thing  by  way  of  explicaticJSn,  had  I  not  occafion- 
ally  met  with  fome  who  interpret  this  of  Jehovah j 
the  God  of  LovCf  the  Saviour  of  all  meriy  wfoofe 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works  ;  as  if  hey  in- 
order  to  prevent  the  falvation  of  his  creatures, 
whom  he  hath  redeemed  with  his  Son's  moft  pre- 
cious blood,  a^Sled  the  part  of  the  grand  adverfary 
.of  mankind  and  blinded  their  minds,  by  fin  and 
unbelief,  left  they  (hould  be  enlightened  by  that 
very  gofpel  which  he  has  provided,  in  his  infinite 
goodnefs,  for  their  illumination.  The  bare  men- 
tion of  fo  wild  a  notion  as  this,  is,  with  men  of 
undcrftanding  and  piety,  fufficient  to  confute  it. 
By  the  god  of  this  world,  the  apoftle  undoiibredly 
means  *SV/M/7,  who  is  elfewhere  called  <'rhe  prince 
of  this  world,"  and  **  the  ruler  of  the  darknefs  of 
this  world,"  and  **  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
air,  the  fpirit  that  worketh  in  the  children  of  dif- 
obediencc."  This  apoftate  Spirit,  this  enemy  of 
God  and  man  (and  not  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift),  is  doubtlcfs  concerned  to  hinder 
the  fucccfs  of  the  gofpel,  which  is  dcfigncd  for  the 
overthrow  of  his  kingdom,  and  with  this  view 
exerts,  to  the  utmoft^  all  his  power  and  policy 
from  day  to  day,  continually  lying  in  wait  to  de^ 
celvey  like  a  fubtle  fcrpent,  and  like  a  roaring  lion 
£oin^  about  fceklng  ivhorn  he  may  devour, 

C  5  [^  He 
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*'  He  now  is  plotting  hov/  he  may  feduce 

**  Us  alfo  from  obedience,  that  with  him, 

"  Dcpriv'd  of  happinefs,  we  may  partake 

*'  His  punifhment,  eternal  mifery, 

**  \V  hich  would  be  all  his  folace  and  revenge, 

**  As  a  defpite  done  'gainft  the   Moll  High.'*  j 

2.  Some  (wife,  above  what  is   written)  woul^ 
account  for  this  exprefllon,  whereby  Satan  is  called 
the  god  of  this  world,  by   fuppofing  that  this  wori'd 
was   originally   under   the  dominion  of  the  fallerv 
angels  before  their   rebellion,  and   was  the  feat  of 
their    kingdom  ;    and  that,    upon  their   fall,  as   a 
punifhment   for  their  crime,  it  was  reduced  into 
that  chaotic  ftate  defcribed.  Gen.  i.  ver.  i  ;   where 
we  read,  The  earth  was  without  form  and  void,  an^ 
darknefa  zvas  upon  the  face  of  the   deep.     Hence  it 
was,  they  further   fuppofe,  that   when    the   earth- 
was  put  into  its  paradifaical  ftate,  and   man   was 
placed  in  it,  (who  they  think  was  created  to  fupply 
the  place  of  the  fallen  angels,)  God  did  not  entirely 
banilh  them   this  world;^  but  ftill  permitted  thenr 
to  wander  to  and  fro  in  it,    and  not  only  to  tempt 
the  human  race,,  for  their  trial,  but  alfo  to  exercise 
fome  authority  over  the  elements  and  other  crea- 
tures ;    though    under  certain  reftridtions-,   beyond^ 
which  they  cannot  pafs.    But  it  is  certain  all  this  is 
.mere  conje6iure,    without   any  countenance   from 
any  part  of  Sciipture.     And  it  is  plain,  Satan  may 
be  called  the  god  of  this  world,  with  fufficient  pro^ 
priety,  without  fuppofing  any   thing  of  this   kind,. 
even  on  the  fame  principles  on  which  he  is  termed 
*<  the  prince  of  this  world,"  and  ^'  the  ruler   of 
the   darknefs  of  this  world,"  and  **  the  prince  of 
the  power  of  the  air,"  and  that  is,  hecaufe  of  the 
influence  he  has  over  mankind  in  general,  and  th-e 
ufe  he  makes  of  the   dazzling  vanities  and  allure- 
ments of  this   wurld^  to  attain  and  prefervc   that 
Influence,. 

4.  Accordingly 
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4.  Accordingly  the  exprefTion  here  ufed  is  more 
properly  tranflated,  the  god  of  this  age y  i.  e.  of  the 
people  of  this  world,  or  of  mankind  while  the 
period  of  this  world  lafts.  And  furely,  in  order 
to  juHify  the  apoftle's  manner  of  fpeaking,  it  is 
not  neceffary  to  fuppofe  that  the  people  of  this 
world  build  temples  to  Satan,  or  pay  him  a  folemn 
and  formal  worlhip,  although  even  that,  in  effedt, 
was  done  by  the  Heathen.  But  as  Jehovah  is 
called  the  God  of  his  people,  becaufe  they  are 
his  JubjedSy  obedient  to  his  will  and  devoted  to  his 
fervice  ;  fo,  for  the  fame  reafon,  is  Satan  called  the 
God  of  this  world.  Mankind,  in  general,  obey 
and  ferve  him,  and  he  reigns  in  and  over  them 
with  all  authority.  They  willingly  commit  ft 'ly 
and  therefore  they  are  of  the  devil :  His  fervants 
they  are,  becaufe  they  obey  him,  and  from  htm  they 
muft  expedt  to  receive  their  wages.  Thcv  lie  in 
Tvickednejs  [=-v  tw  Tron^u,  in  the  wicked  one)  and  (liall 
have  their  portion  with  him. 

5.  And  this  is  the  cafe  of  all  who  believe  not, 
who  have  not  that  faith  in  this  gofpel  whereof 
Cometh  falvation.  For  the  apoftlc  tells  us  in  our 
text,  that  Satan  hath  blinded  the  tninds  of  them  that 
believe  not,  and  elfewhere  *,  that  he  worketh  [m^yavrrj:; 
worketh  with  energy,  with  mighty  powerj  in  the 
children  of  dif obedience ^  or,  as  the  word  may  be  pro- 
perly rendered,  of  unbelief.  This  brings  me  to 
the  next  particular,  viz.  To  fhcvv, 

II.  Whom  we  are  to  underftand  by  thofe  that 
believe   not. 

And,  ift.  That  all  Infidels,  who  do  not  ac- 
knowledge Jefus  of  Nazareth  to  be  the  Son  of  God 
and  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  nor  admit  the  Chrif- 
tian  revelation  to  be  of  God,  are  of  the  number 
of  thofe  that  believe  not,  will  not  be  denied  by  any, 
nvho  know    any    thing  even  of  the   theory  of  re- 

*   Fpli.   ii.  2. 

C  6  ligion. 
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ligion.  That  the  devil  (how  little  foever  tb^ 
nay  think  they  have  to  do  with  him,  though  they 
may  utterly  deny  his  very  exiftence,  and  be  con- 
fident there  is  no  fuch  being  in  nature  ;)  yet,  I 
fay,  that  Satan  hath  blinded  //Wrminds,  and  works 
in  them  with  mighty  power,  with  uncontrouled 
authority,  we  are  well  aflured.  It  is  fomething 
amazing,  and  what  excites  one's  compafiTion  rather 
than  provokes  one's  indignation,  to  hear  fhefe  crea^ 
iures  boad  of  their  fuperior  knowledge,  and  to  fee 
them  value  thcmfelves  upon  x\\t\x  free  thinkings  un- 
biafed,  they  fuppofe,  by  popular  prejudices  ;  while- 
they  are  in  reality  blinded  by^  the  god  of  this- 
■world,  and  led  captive  by  the  devil  at  his  will,  the^ 
very  bond-Haves  of  Satan,^  and  the  dupes  of  a  vaia 
and  deluded  mind.  Surely  one  muft  pity  ths 
iafatuation  of  thefe 

**  Pompous  fons  of  reafon  idoliz'a 

**  And  vilified  at  once  ;  of  reafon  dead 

•*  Then  deified,  as  monarchs  were  of  old  ;'* 

Who,  as  a  puniOiment  for  their  pride  and  felf- 
conceit,  and  becaufe  '*  they  receive  not  the  love 
of  the  truth  that  they  may  be  faved,  are  given  up^ 
to  ftrong  delufion  to  believe  a  lie,  that  they  may 
all  be  damned  who  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but 
have  pleafure  in  unrighteoufncfs."  They  pretend 
indeed  a  regard  for  truth,  and  plead  ftrongly  their 
right  to  think  for  themfclves,  a  right  which  no- 
body will  wifh  to  deny  them  j  but  alas  1  as  Dr. 
Young  juflly  obferves,. 

'•  While  love  of  truth  thro'  all  their  camp  refounds, 
**  They  draw  pride's  curtain  o'er  the  ncon-'ide  ray^ 
**  Spike  up   their  inch  of  reafon  on  the  peint 
**  Of  philofophic  wit,  call'd  arganier.t; 
"*'  And  then,  exulting  in  their  taper,  cry 
**  Bdiold  the  fun.  1  aad,  Indian  li?kc,  adore !  " 

light 
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light  is  come  into  ths  world,  but  they  love  darknef^ 
rather  than  light,  hecaujc  their  deeds  are  evil, 

2.  But  not  only  thofe,  who  reje6l  the  Chriflian'. 
revelation  altogether,  come  under  the  chara'fter  of 
them  that  believe  not :  thofe  alfo  mufl  be  confidered 
as  included  under  the  fame  denomination,  who^ 
tho'  they  admit  thegofpel  to  be  of  divine  authority^ 
yet  neglc6l  or  renounce  fome  of  its  principal  pri- 
vileges, and  perhaps  ridicule  and  reproach  thofe 
who  profefs  to  receive  them,  as  enthuiiafts  and  fa- 
natics. For  inflance  :  If  the  gofpel  indeed  offer 
pardon  of  fin  and  acceptance  ^^ith  God,  through 
the  mediaiion  of  Chrift,  t(^gcther  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  feal  thefe  bleflings  upon  our  hearts  and  to 
enable  us  to  walk  worthy  of  them  ;  then  all  who 
deny  or  negle61  the  infpiiation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,, 
and  the  knowledge  of  falvation  by  the  forgivenejs  of 
ftnSf  do  in  cfFedt  deny  and  ncglcd  the  gofpel  itfelf, 
and  are  therefore  undoubtedly  blirkled  by  the  god 
of  this  world,  and  to  be  ranked  among  thofe  thai 
i^lieve  not.     Yea,  and 

3dly.  We  muft  give  the  fame  appellation  to  all 
who  reft  without  faviiig  faith  :  the  faith  which  rs 
rot  only  an  afj'ent  to,  and  a  convi^ion  of  the  truths 
of  the  gofpel  i  but  alfo  ^  dependance  on  its  promifes^ 
and  an  hearty  acceptance  of  its  privileges  :  the  faith 
which,  befides  a  perfualion  of  v;hat  the  gofptl  re- 
veals in  general,  in; plies  further,  an  entire  ap- 
probation of,  and  hearty  acquiefcence  in  the  plan 
of  falvation  by  Chrift  in  particular:  the  faith 
which  is  both  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen,  and  the 
Juhflance  of  things  hoped  for ;  whereby  we  are  both 
affurcd  of  things  fpiiitual  and  eternal,  and  anti- 
cipate the  enjoyment  of  things  heavenly  and  divine, 
already  polfclling  an  earruift  of  cur  future  inherit- 
ance in  our  hearts.  He  that  thus  believeth  '*  with 
his  heart  unto  righteou(nefs,"  certainly  hath  eternal 
life,  hath  a  title  to  it  and  a  foretafle  of  ir,  for 
through  Chiilt  **  all  that  believe  are  jultificd  from 

all 


62  THE    DEVICES   WHICH   PllEVENT 

all  things,"  and  <*  receive  the  promife  of  the  Spir't 
thro*  faith."  But  he  that  doth  not  thus  believe, 
but  refts  fatisfied  without  this  faith,  **  hath 
not  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him  ;  " 
he  remains  in  that  wretched  ftate  of  fin,  and  guilt, 
and  wrath,  in  which  he  was  by  nature,  unrellored, 
unforgiven  ;  having  a  fuperaddcd  condemnation  for 
neglecting  fo  great  falvation  as  is  offered  through 
the  Mediator.  Thegofpel,  which  is  only  xhcpoufe 
of  God  unto  falvation  to  kirn  that  believethy  is  hid 
to  him,  and  he  is  ftill  in  a  lort  condition. 

I  now  proceed  to  fhew  (as  was  propofed) 

III.  How  fatan  blinds  the  minds  of  thofe  that 
believe  notj  fo  as  to  keep  them  fliut  up  in  unbelief 
and  to  hinder  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrifi  from 
fhining  unto  them,  that  they  may   be  faved. 

1.  The  god  of  this  world  knows  that  the  gof- 
pel will  only  be  heartily  and  thankfully  received 
(and  to  receive  it  otherwife  is  not  to  receive  it  at 
all)  by  thofe  who  know  its  worth  and  their  wan-t 
of  it ;  and  that  only  thofe  can  know  this  who  are 
deeply  concerned  for  the  falvation  of  their  fouls. 
This  therefore  is  his  firji  point,  to  keep  mankind 
unconcerned  about  their  falvation.  With  this 
view  he  labours  to  conceal  from  them  the  vanity 
of  the  world  and  of  all  that  it  contains,  its  un- 
fatisfa6lory  nature  and  fhort  duration.  He  contrives 
to  engage  and  entangle  them  in  fuch  a  multiplicity 
of  btilinefs,  to  charm  and  flupify  them  with  fuch 
a  viciffitude  of  pleafure,  to  divert  and  entertain 
them  with  fuch  a  variety  of  amufements,  that  they 
have  neither  leifure,  power,  nor  inclination  for 
any  ferious  refledtion,  on  the  importance  of  thingar 
eternal. 

2.  Impelled  by  an  unfeen  force,  of  which  they 
are  infenfible,  nay,  which  they  are  taught  to  deny 
and  ridicule,  they  fly  from  the  Echange  to  the 
tavern,  from  the  Tavern  to  the  Play,  and  from  the 

play 
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play  to  intemperance  and  debauchery.  They  drive 
furioufly  irom  merchandife  to  connpany,  from  com- 
pany to  excefs,  from  excefs  to  the  ftupidity  of  fleep, 
and  in  the  mean  time  forget  that  they  are  only 
wandering  from  vanity  to  vanity,  and  prove  by 
this  reftlefs  t(»il  and  labour  that  this  world  is  not 
their  reft.  Or,  if  on  fome  occafion  a  conviction  of 
this  forces  itfelf  upon  their  minds,  and 


"  Kind  experience  cries, 


♦•There's  nothing  here  but  what  as  nothing  weighs," 

They  fummon  up  all  their  courage  and  exclude  the 
thought  as  an  intruding  tyrant,  come  to  torment 
them  before  the  time.  They  run  round  and  round 
in  the  circle  of  bufinefs,  pleafure  and  amufement, 
only  intent  on  what  is  beneath  their  feet,  or  eager 
to  catch  the  delufive  phantom,  which,  perpetually 
dancing  before  them,  craftily  entices  them  foi  ward; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  they  do  not  obferve,  by  faith, 
the  confummation  of  all  things,  the  melting  ele- 
rrents,  the  quaking  earth,  the  falling  ftars,  the 
darkened  fun,  the  difparting  heavens,  and  the  de- 
fcending  triumph  of  the  victorious  Son  of  God, 
who  ere  long  will  command,  **  Bring  forth  thefe 
mine  enemies  who  would  not  that  I  fhould  rcigrj 
over  them,  and  i'ay  them  before  me." 

3.  Day  palTes  after  day,  week  after  week,  month 
after  month,  and  year  after  year,  and  they  draw 
near  the  chambers  of  death,  the  repofitorics  of  all 
living  y  and  that  invifible  ftate  where  ftriiSl  juftice 
will  examine  and  almighty  wrath  punilh,  with  un- 
relenting fury,  their  wicked  impertinence  and  tri- 
fling ;  yet  ftill  they  go  on  in  the  fame  filly  purfuit, 
unconcerned  and  unreformed,  as  if  life  would  al- 
ways laft,  and  they  were  not  accountable  for  their 
conduct,  or  as  if  this  world  were  their  only  por- 
tion, and  while  endeavouring  to  fecure  it,  they 
V ere  rationally  employed.  Time  flies,  and  *'on 
his  broad  pinions^  fwifter  than  the  wind/'  bears 

them 
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them  rapidly  along  towards  the  confines  of  a 
boundlefs  eternity,  into  which  he  refigns  them  for 
their  blifs  or  woe,  endlefs  and  extreme,  according 
to  their  prefcnt  behaviour  :  But  they  are  thought- 
lefs  amidft  it  all,  amufed  and  entertained  with  the 
objedls  they  meet  with  in  their  fpeedy  courfe  ;  or 
lulled  into  a  fatal  flumber  by  the  even  and  infen- 
fible  motion,  they  do  not  awake  to  fober  recollec- 
tion, till,  caft  down  the  fteep  precipice  of  deaths 
they  are  (hocked  to  find  themfelves  falling,  beyond 
lecovery,  into  a  boundlefs  eternity. 

4.  Thus  ^as  our  Poet  beautifully  defcrihcs  it) 

**  Life  fpeeds  away 

"  From  point  to  point,  the'  feeming  to  fland  ftill; 
**  The  c  mning  fugitive  is  fwift  by  ftealtk  ! 
"  Too  fubtile  is  the  movement  to  be  feen  ; 
**  But  foon  man's  hour  is  up  and  he  is  gone  !" 

Life  is  all  trified  away  and  the  great  bufinefs  of 
life  is  left  undone  :  They  ftand  all  the  day  idle  and 
neglect  to  work  in  the  vineyard,  ////  the  night  of 
■death  cometh  wherein  no  man  can  work.  They  are 
hurried  out  of  this  world  before  they  well  confider 
why  they  were  fent  into  it,  and  furprized  into  ano- 
ther, before  they  have  made  any  preparation  for  a 
favourable  reception  or  comfortable  abode  there. 
They  enter  upon  an  eternal  ftatc  of  exiftence,  for 
the  boundlefs  and  everlafting  demands  of  which,, 
fo  to  fpe^k,  they  have  made  no  provifion,  have 
laid  up  no  treafure.  They  have  fquandered  away 
their  talents  in  fin  and  folly,  ncgledled  to  pay  the 
debt  of  wifdom,  and  now  are  become  bankrupts  : 
the  jufiice  of  God  arrefts  them,  and  they  are  deli- 
vered into  the  power  of  malicious  tormentors,  to 
be  confined  in  the  dark  prifon  of  hzlly  till  they  flmli 
pay  the  uttermofl  farthing . 

5.  Now  Satan  has  an  hand  in  all  this.  Thro* 
his  influence  it  is  (inwardly  upon  the  mind  or  out- 
wardly upon  the  fenfesj  that  the  flight  of  time  is 
«ot  difcerned,  and, 

«  We- 
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"  We  fcarce  believe  we're  older  for  our  years  : 

"  That  all  mankind  miftake  their  time  o'  day, 

•*  Evenagj  itfelf :  Frefli  hopes  are  hourly  lown 

"  In  furrow'd  brows      So  gentle  life's  defc en t, 

"  We  fhut  our  eyes  and  think  it  is  a  plain." 

He  engages  our  attention  by  the  objed>s  of 
fenfe,  draws  the  veil  of  unbelief  betwixt  us  and 
eternity  ;  and  left  that  lliould  not  fuffice,  left  the 
merciful  arrows  of  convidiony  taken  from  the 
quiver  of  the  p:ofpel  and  levelled  at  the  heart  by 
the  Spirit  of  Truth,  fhould  penetrate  that  veil,  he 
further  obfcures  our  profpc6l  with  the  fumes  of 
pleafure,  and  clouds  of  prejudice,  arifing  from  un- 
ruly pafTions  and  appetites,  immerfcd  in  fenfual 
gratifications. 

6.  But  2dly.  If  notwithftanding  all  his  care  to 
keep  us  quiet  and  infenfible,  the  gracious  beams 
of  divine  light  find  their  way  to  our  minds,  thro* 
all  inicrveningobftacles,  and  difturb  our  flumbers  : 
if  we  are  roufed  from  our  lethargy  and  awakened 
to  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  falvation^ 
fully  refolved  to  mind  the  one  thing  needful  :  then 
Satan,  craftily  yielding  w  here  he  can  no  longer  with- 
fland,  perfuades  us  to  defer  to  a  more  convenient 
fcafon,  what  he  grants  ft  is  reafonable  we  fhould 
one  day  attend  to.  *•  By  and  by,  he  artfully 
inlinuates,  you  will  be  in  a  better  lituation,  have 
fewer  hindrances  and  more  helps  in  religious  mat- 
ters, and  will  find  it  lefs  difficult  to  enfure  a 
happy  eternity.  At  prefcnt  you  have  fome  bufinefs 
of  confequence  to  tranfadl,  fome  engagements  to 
fulfil,  fome  affairs  to  fettle  which  do  not  well  con- 
fift  with  religion.  Befidcs,  it  will  be  better  to 
change  your  condu61  by  degrees,  and  not  all  at  once ; 
to  flide  into  fcrioufnefs  imperceptibly  ;  for  by  this 
means  you  will  avoid  the  ridicule  of  your  com- 
panions and  be  lefs  liable  to  the  charge  of  hypocrify^ 
enthufiafm,  or  melancholy.  And  you  have  timo 
enough  upon   your   liands,    are  in   good   healthy 

younger 
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younger  than  many  of  your  neighbours  -who  arc  ai 
carelefs  as  you,  and  are  likely  to  live  many  years. 
God  is  merciful  and  will  pardon  you,  tho'  on  a 
death-bed,  and  receive  you  to  work  in  his  vine- 
yard even  at  the  eleventh  hour." 

7.  l^hus  our  fly  adverfary  too  often  prevails, 
and  v>^hat  we  cannot  but  purpofe  we  poftpone.  We 
flill  refolve  to  be  very  religious,  but  net  yet.  At 
fome  future  period,  we  cannot  pofitively  fay  when, 
we  intend  to  be  very  good,  very  exemplary,  yea 
burning  and  (hining  lights.  And  it  is  well  if  wc 
are  not  a  little  vain  on  this  account,  proud  of  our 
future  goodnefs  1 

**  We  pay  ourfelves  the  compliment  to  think 
"  We  one  day  fhall  not  drivel,  and  our  pride, 
*'  On  this  reverfion,  takes  up  ready  praife, 
•*  At  leaft  our  own  ;  our  future  felves  applauds; 
"  How  excellent  that  life  we  ne'er  fhall  lead!" 

In  the  nnean  time,  he  craftily  keeps  out  of  fight 
the  uncertainty  of  life  and  the  certainty  of  deaths 
We  forget  that  our  breath  is  in  our  noftrils,  and 
that  we  may,  like  many  of  our  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, be  hurried  hence  at  a  moment's  warning : 
that  we  may  never  live  to  fee  that  future  period 
we  build  our  everlalting  all  upon,  no,  nor  one 
future  hour :  but  fuppofe  we  fliould,  that  GoD 
may  then  juftly  deny  that  grace  to  alTift  us  (and 
without  it  we  can  do  nothing)  which  was  before 
offered,  and  rejedled  or  abufed.  But,  proceeding 
on  falfe  principles,  we  take  for  granted  what  ought 
firft  to  be  proved,  and  rely  upon  that  as  certain 
which  is,  of  all  things,  the  mod  uncertain.  Per- 
haps  we  may  live  till  to-morrow,  perhaps  God 
may  then  vouchfafe  us  his  grace,  and  therefore 
we  defer  our  repentance  for  the  prefent. 


On  this  perhaps. 


"  This  per-adventure,  infamous  for  Jies, 
f  As  on  a  rock  of  adamant,  we  build 
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•*  Our  mountain  hopes  ;     Spin  our  eternal  fchemes, 
•*  And,  big  with  life's  futurities,  expire. 

8.  And  not  only  th*^  young  ox  the  jniddJe-aged,  but 

the    old  too,    come   under   this   condemnation. 

Tho'  they  have  already  grieved  and  quenched  the 
Spirit  fo  often,  that  they  have  great  reafon  to  think 
he  will  foon  bid  them  a  final  farewell,  if  he  have 
not  even  noiv  adlually  done  it;  tho'  they  have  al- 
ready arrived  at  the  utmoft  boundaries  of  man's 
life,  at  the  very  margin  of  the  grave,  and  are  tot- 
tering over  it  thro'  age  and  infirmity,  in  danger  of 
being  fuddenly  tumbled  in  by  the  ftroke  of  afflic- 
tion, and  covered  up  by  the  command  of  death  r 
yet  even  they  think,  **  It  is  time  enough  yer,"  and 
feebly  mutter,  when  unable  to  fpeak  plain,  fome- 
thing  about,  repenting  hereafter.  Tho'  oppreffed 
"U'ith  the  burden  of  years,  bowed  down  with  in- 
firmity and  weakened  with  pain,  they  doatingly 
fuppofe  they  fhall,  by  and  by,  do  the  bufinefs  of 
eternity,  run  the  Chriftian  race,  and  work  out  their 
6zvn  fahation  : — Tho'  their  fight  is  dim'd  by  age 
and  beclouded  with  difeafe,  fo  that  they  cannot  fee 
'what  is  at  hand  ;  tho'  all  their  faculties  are  weak- 
ened ;  yet  they  fondly  imagine  they  difcern,  in 
profpe6>,  months  and  years  ot  Icifure,  health  and 
eafe  which  they  will  fpeiid  for  God  and  theiJ 
fouls      Thus, 

**  The  hoary  fool,  who  all  his  days 

**  Hath  laboured  with  continued  forrow, 

•*  Yet  Hill  goes  on  and  fondly  lays 

*'  The  dcfperate  bet  upon  to-n:orrouj  : 

*'  To-morrow  coipes ;  *tis  noon; — 'tis  night: 

**  This  day,  like  all  the  former,  flies  ; 

**  Yet  on  he  goes  to  feek  delight 

**  To-morroiAj  ; — till  to-night  he  dies.'* 

9.   But  3dly.    If  we  are  fo  awakened,  by   the 
grace  of  God,  to  a  fenfe  of  the  abfolute  impor- 
tance 
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tance  of  things  eternal,  that  we  refolve  to  devote 
ourfelves  to  him  ;  and  fo  convinced  of  the  fljort-- 
nejs  and  uncertainty  of  life,  ^that  we  deternnine  to 
delay  no  longer  ; — then  Satan's  next  ainn  muft  be 
to  prevent  our  finding  the  only  way  of  falvation, 
and  to  put  us  upon  a  wrong  road.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  diverts  our  attention  from  the  fpiritualityy 
obligation  and  extent  of  the  law  of  God,  the  «;;/- 
verjaly  conjiant  and  peyfevering  obedience  it  re- 
quires, and  the  dreadful  punifhment  it  threatens 
to  all  the  violaters  of  it;  in  order  that,  not  com- 
paring our  hearts  and  lives  with  ir,  we  may  re- 
main Grangers  to  our  guilt  znd  weaknejs.  Thus, 
he  knows,  we  (hall  continue  ignorant  of  our  wanf 
of  the  gofpel,  and  fo  fhall  be  hindered  from  em- 
bracing its  glorious  privileges. 

10.  For  not  feeing  our  many,  great  and  aggra- 
vated iniquities,  we  muft  be  infenfible  of  the  guilt 
we  have  contra6led,  the  punifliment  we  have  de- 
ferved,  and  our  own  utter  inability  to  make  any 
fatisfad^ion  for  our  fins,  or  to  avert  the  impending^ 
ruin.  Thus  we  cannot  difcern  our  want  of  the 
atoning  blood  and  perfcvSl  righteoufnefs  of  the  ap- 
pointed Mediator,  in  order  to  our  juftification  be- 
fore God.  Hence,  it  is  no  wonder,  if  we  imitate 
the  Jews  of  old,  who  "  had  zeal  for  God,  but 
not  according  to  knowledge  ;  for  being  ignorant  of 
Gods  righteoufnefs,  and  going  about  to  eftablidi 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  they  did  not  fubmit  them- 
felves  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God."  Again,  not 
feeing  the  depravity  of  our  nature  and  the  neceflity 
of  a  change,  becaufe  **  without  holinefs  no  man  fl) all 
fee  the  Lordy^  or  not  knowing  our  own  infufficiency 
for  any  thing  that  is  good,  we  muft  be  unacquainted 
with  our  need  of  that  Spirit  of  holinefs  and  power 
which  God  hath  promifed  in  the  gofpel.  Hence  it 
is  no  wonder  if,  *^  having  a  form  of  godlinefs,  we 
deny  the  power  of  it,  if  having  a  name  to  live, 

we 
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^e  remain  dead:  "  it  is  no  wonder,  if  we  put  con- 
f  dence  in  the  flcfh,  lean  to  our  own  underftand- 
ing,  truft  in  our  own  ftrength,  and  perilli  at  laft 
M'ithout  remedy. 

11.  Thus  many  who  have  been  open  finners, 
reft  in  a  mere  outward  reformation,  lopping  off 
fome  of  the  branches  of  fin,  while  they  leave,  not 
ronly  the  roots  deeply  fixed  in  the  ground  of  their 
hearts,  as  with  bands  of  iron  and  brafs  ;  but  alfo 
the  unwieldy  ftock  not  hewn  down  ;  1  mean,  their 
fiubborn  ijoill  ftill  unfubdued  by  grace,  ftill  proud 
and  refra6lory,  and  bent  upon  ferving  the  world 
and  themfelves.  And  thus  others,  who  have  not 
been  notorious  finners,  content  themfelves  with 
this  confideration,  that  they  are  not  fo  bad  as  many 
of  their  neighbours,  and,  *<  if  we  are  not  faved 
(fay  they)  what  will  become  of  the  generality  of 
the  world?"  And  thus  daubing  the  corrupted 
wall  of  their  depraved  nature,  with  the  untempercd 
mortar  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  they  vainly  fuppofe 
it  can  ftand  the  (hock  of  death  and  judgment, 
vphen  it  is  ready  to  fall  at  every  thruft  of  ad- 
verfity,  or  breeze  of  temptation! 

12.  Many  however,  bleffed  be  God,  are  not 
taken  in  this  fnare,  but  in  fpite  of  Satan  and  his 
devices,  are  convinced  of  fin  and  its  dreadful  con- 
fequences. — Jt  would  now  be  in  vain  for  the^^^^ 
ihis  ivorld  to  attempt  perfuading  thefe,  that  they 
may  fafely  defer  the  concerns  of  their  fouls  to  a 
yet  future  period.  They  fee  and  feel,  to  their 
forrow,  that  they  have  already  trifled  too  long, 
and  greatly  endangered,  if  not  altogether  precluded 
;their  falvation.  They  tremble  to  think,  how  the 
axe  of  God's  juftice  was  laid  to  the  root  of  their 
barren  fouls,  and  how  narrowly  they  efcaped  be- 
ing cut  down,  as  cumberers  of  the  ground  ;  a 
punilhment  they  well  deferved.  They  are  afhamcd 
and  cofifoundcd   under  a    fenfe   of    their   fin  and 

ingratitude, 
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ingratitude,  when  they  confidcr  how  long  they  have 
robbed  him  of  their  bodies  and  fouls,  their  time 
and  talents,  from  whom  they  received  all,  and  to 
whofe  fervice  all  ought  to  have  been  conftantly  de- 
voted. They  are  dirtrclfed  at  their  folly  and  mad- 
iiefs,  when  they  refled,  how  many  years  they  have 
thoughtlefsly  wandered  to  and  fro  thro'  the  earth, 
feeking  rejl  but  finding  none,  vainly  expecting  that 
happineis  from  the  world  v^hich  is  to  be  found  ia 
God  alone  ;  fliunning  religion  as  a  wretched  and 
melancholy  thing,  whereas  they  now  fee  it  is  the 
only  fource  of  true  and  lafting  felicity.  And  (hall 
they  ftill  go  on  adding  one  degree  of  fin  and 
ingratitude  to  another  ?  No,  this  they  dare  not 
do  ;  nor  can  all  Satan's  power  or  policy  (hake  their 
fixed  refolution,  formed  in  the  rtrength  of  Jehovah, 
no  longer  to  tread  in  their  former  fteps. 

13.  He   does  not  however  yet  give  them  up, 
does   not  defpair  of  working  theiV  ruin  after  all. 
But  he  takes  a  new  courfe,  and  alters  the  plan  of 
his  operations.     Before^  he  endeavoured  to  deftroy 
them  hy  prefumptiony  and  delays  :  now  his  aim  is  to 
effedl   the   fame  purpofe   by   dejeSfiony  and  dcj'pon- 
dency.     He  fuggefts  therefore  that  their  fins  arc  too 
many  and  great  to  be  forgiven,  that  their  fouls  arc 
too  much  enflaved  to  the  power  of  evil  habits  ever 
to   be  delivered.       Knowing   their  regard   to   the 
word  of  God,  he  labours  to  countenance  his  temp- 
tations  with  its  authority,  that  they  may  have  the 
greater  influence.      **  You  have  blafphemed,    he 
argues,    againft    the   Holy    Ghoft,    and  therefore 
muft  expccft  no   forgivenefs,  neither  in  this  world 
nor  in  that  which  is  to  come.     You  might  indeed 
once   have  found  mercy,  but  it   is  now  too  late : 
you  have  finned  fo  long,  fo  much,  fo  prefumptu- 
oufly,  in  defpite  of  fo  many  invitations,  warnings, 
promifes,    threatnings,    which  ought  to  have   led  " 
you  to  repentance,  that  you  muft  now  expe»5l  judg- 
ment 
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ment  without  mercy."  **  Becaufe  he  called  and 
you  refufed,  he  ftrctched  out  his  hands  and  you 
did  not  regard,  therefore  he  alfo  now  laughs  at 
your  calamity  and  mocks  when  your  fear  is  come. 
When  your  fear  is  come  as  defolation, — when  dif- 
trefs  and  anguilh  are  come  upon  you,  you  may 
indeed  call,  but  he  will  not  anfwer,  you  may  feek 
him  early,  but  you  fliall  not  find  him.  For  that 
you  hated  knowledge  and  did  not  chufe  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  :  you  would  none  of  his  counfel,  and 
dcfpifed  all  his  reproof;  therefore  you  (hall  eat 
the  fruit  of  your  own  way,  and  be  filled  with  your 
own  devices."  '*  Without  holinefs  no  man  fhall 
fee  the  Lord.  And  are  you  holy  ?  Alas  !  you 
are  altogether  polluted,  and  who  can  bring  a  clean 
thing  out  of  an  unclean  ?  As  foon  might  the 
Ethiop  change  his  {kin  or  the  leopard  his  fpots, 
as  youy  accurtomed  to  do  evil,  fhould  learn  to  do 
well.  For  the  Holy  Spirit  has  done  firiving  with 
you^  and  you  are  now  left  to  the  hardnefs  of  your 
heart,  and  given  up  to  a  reprobate  mind.'* 

14.  By  thefe  and  fuch  like  fuggeftions  Satan 
fometimes  prevails,  and  the  awakened  finner  giving 
lip  all  for  loft,  finks  down  into  dejection  and  de- 
fpair,  not  daring  to  rely  on  the  faithful  promifes 
of  God  through  Chrift.  Fearing,  however,  left 
if  they  fiill  continue  fenfible  of  the  deep  impor- 
tance of  falvation,  and  defirous  to  obtain  it,  though 
»t  prefent  without  hope,  they  may,  fome  way  or 
other,  hereafter  meet  with  that  encouragement, 
which  now  they  cannot  find  ;  to  prevent  this  and 
infurc  their  damnation,  the  enemy  labours  to  drown 
them  in  fenfuality  and  vice,  or  to  bury  them  in 
bufinefs  and  care  ;  and  fometim.es,  though  lefs 
frequently,  becaufe  he  is  not  permitted,  to  drive 
them  into  diftra6\ion,  madnefs,   and  fclf-murder. 

15.  He  fuggefis  therefore,  ♦*  Since  no  atten- 
tion, dcfire,   or  diligence   of  yours,   can  alter  the 

decree 
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decree  which  is  already  gone  out  againft  you,  why 
iliould  you  torment  yourfe If  before  the  time?  why 
(hould  you  make  yourfelf  miferable  by  thinking 
one  moment  about  death  or  eternity  ?  Nay,  rather 
banifh  all  thoughts  about  thefe  things,  which  only 
fcrve  to  diftrefs  you,  and  enjoy  life  while  it  lafls. 
You  can  but  go  to  hell  after  all,  and  go  to  hell 
you  muft  as  it  is,  if  indeed  there  is  an  hell.  But 
who  knows  whether  or  no  there  be  any  fuch  place ; 
perhaps  your  body  and  foul  die  together  and  fliall 
never  more  exift  :  and  why  fliould  you  venture  a 
certainty  for  an  uncertainty  ?  Let  fools  and  fanatics 
do  this  :  But  be  you  wife  for  yourfelf.  At  all 
hazards  enjoy  the  prefent,  let  what  will  come  of 
the  future.  But  in  fad-,  proceeds  he,  the  future 
is  out  of  the  queftion,  it  is  nothing  to  ^5M  ;  per- 
haps it  is  all  mere  imagination  ;  but  if  not,  it  is 
certain  you  have  no  intereft  there.  The  prefent 
world  is  your  all  :  therefore,  enjoy  and  make  the 
moft  of  it.  Eat,  drink,  and  be  merry.  This, 
even  Solomon  tells  you,  *  is  your  portion,  than 
which  there  is  nothing  better  for  a  man,  in  the 
days  of  his  life  which  God  giveth  him  under  the 
fun.  Go  thy  way  then,  (fays  he,)  eat  thy  bread 
with  joy,  and  drink  thy  wine  with  a  merry  heart ; 
let  thy  garments  be  always  white,  and  let  thy 
head  lack  no  ointment.  Live  joyfully  with  the 
woman  whom  thou  loveft  all  the  days  of  thy 
vanity,  for  that  is  thy  portion  in  this  life,  and  in 
thy  labour  which  thou  takeft  under  the  fun." 

15.  Thus  this  old  ferpent,  long  experienced  in 
the  arts  of  fedu6tion,  craftily  interweaves  his  nets 
with  threads  of  Scripture,  forced  from  their  natural 
fenfe  and  mifapplied,  that  he  may  the  more  eafily 
infnare  and  detain  in  his  power  unwary  fouls. 
Not  being  acquainted  with  his  devices,  they  are 
too  often  caught  in  them.  So  (ilent  and  natural 
are  fcis  fuggeftions,  that  they  miftake  them  for  the 

mere 
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mere  operations  of  their  own  minds,  and  never 
fufpecfl  he  has  any  hand  in  them,  and  fo  plaufible 
2nd  Ihrewd  are  his  reafonings,  that  they  yield  to 
them  with  little  or  no  relu6lance.  Indeed,  if 
they  confidcrcd  and  prayed  to  the  Father  of  lights 
for  the  illumination  of  his  Spirit,  they  would  foon 
difcovcr  the  fallacy  of  his  arguments;  but  not 
confidering,  ortrufling  to  their  own  underftandlng, 
the  grand  deceiver  is  too  cunning  for  them,  and 
accompliHies  their  ruin   ere  they  are  aware. 

17.  This  however,  blciTed  be  God,  is  the  cafe 
with  only  very  few  that  are  convinced  of  fin. 
The  generality,  we  have  rcafon  to  believe,  of  peni- 
tent and  broken  hearted  finners  are  enabled  to 
zvithjiand  in  the  evil  day^  to  refill:  the  devil  and 
he  flees  from  them.  Laying  hold  on  the  fiiield  of 
faith,  offered  ihem  by  God,  whofe  gift  it  is,  they 
repel  his  fiery  darts  and  are  preferved  unhurt,  h'f 
SL  taith  of  the  operation  of  God,  they  fee  and  are 
perfuaded  that  fbe  blood  of  Chrift  cleanjeth  from  all 
Jin:  that  thro'  it,  **  God  is  faithful  and  jull  to 
forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  clcanfe  us  from  all 
unrighteoufnefs."  They  fee  that  in  Chrift  all 
fulncfs  dwells,  that  his  grace  is  fufficient  for  them, 
and  through  this  ftrengthcning  them,  they  can 
do  all  things,  can  overcome  the  world,  the  flefh, 
and  the  devil,  <<  cleanfe  themfelves  from  all  filthi- 
nefs  of  flcfh  and  fpirit,  and  perfedf  holinefs  in  the 
fear  of  God."  They  believe  *'  he  is  able  to  fave 
to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him," 
^rtd  that  <*  whofocver  cometh  unto  him,  he  will 
in  no  wife  call  out.'*  They  therefore  apply  to 
him,  and  truft  their  g'lilty,  depraved  and  wretched 
fouls  to  his  care,  and  it  is  done  unto  them  accord^ 
ing  to  their  faith.  They  find  **  redemption  in 
his  blood,  the  forgivenefs  of  fins:  they  are  accepted 
in  the  Beloved  :  they  receive  the  Spirit  of  adoption^ 
whereby  they  cry  **  Abba  Father,"  and  the  fruits' 

D  of 
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of  this  Spirit  are  love,  joy,  and  peace ^  holinefs  and 
happinefs,  a  preparation  for  and  an  earneft  of  eter- 
nal life.  Thus,  notwithftanding  all  Satan's  efforts 
to  the  contrary,  the  gofpel  Jhines  unto  them  and 
they  are  enlightened  by  it,  enlightened  with  the 
ligf?t  of  Hfcy  **  the  knowledge  of  the  gl»ry  of  God 
in  the  face  of  Chrif^  Jefus  •"  and  walking  in  '^he 
light,  as  he  is  in  the  light,  they  expecSf,  in  the 
way  of  univerfal  holinefs,  an  admiflion  into  thofe 
heavenly  manfions,  where  the  Lord  zvill  be  their 
everlajllng  light,   and  their  God   their  glory 

1 8.  And  now,  my  brethren,  having  pointed  out 
unto  you  fome  of  thofe  many  devices,  whereby 
Satan  beguiles  unwary  fouls,  let  me  befeech  ^5m  to 
confider  whether  you  are  enfnaced  by  him  ?  Do 
not  rafiily  conclude  you  are  not,  till  you  have 
thoroughly  examined  yourfelvcs  as  to  all  tlie  par- 
ticulars mentioned  above.  And  remember,  if  that 
gofpel  which  you  have  heard  has  not  proved  the 
power  of  God  unto  your  falvation  from  the  guilt 
and  dominion  of  fin  ;  you  are  to  this  day,  in  one 
refpecf  or  other,  enfnared  by  him.  Do  you  not 
ftumble  at  the  very  thvefhold,  not  being  yet  awak- 
ened to  a  true  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  fal- 
vation, nor  deeply  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  it, 
but  wholly  attached  to  and  eagerly  bent  upon  at- 
taining the  tranfitory  vanities  of  this  world?  Alas  ! 
my  Brethren,  how  hath  the  god  of  this  world 
blinded  you  !  Surely  while  you  expert  to  find 
happinefs  in  earthly  things,  whether  in  richesg 
honours,  or  pleafures,  you  dream,  as  oneobferves, 

— *'  Of  things  impoffible,  (could  fleep  do  more?) 
Of  joy  perpetual,  in  perpetual  change. 
Of  liable  pleafure,  on  the  toiling  wave, 
Kternal  funlhine  in  the  florms  of  life  !  ** 

Pray  open  your  eyes  !    Stop!    Confider!    It  is  a 
phantom  you  purfuel    You  cannot  grafp  it.     It 

dues 
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docs  and   always  will    elude  your  fond  embrace. 

IFhcrefore  do  you  fpend  your  money  for  that  which 
is  not  bread y  arid  your  labour  for  that  whhh  profitcth 
not  !  Turn  yc^  turn  ye^  for  luhy  zvill  you  die  ?  Think, 
Oh  !  think  what  will  you  be  profited,  JJjould you 
gain  even  the  whole  world  and  lof  your  Joul  P  That 
immortal  foul  which  Chrift  hath  redeemed  with 
his  mofl  precious  blood,  and  the  value  of  which 
is  ^bove  rubies  ? 

But  perhaps  imprefTed  with  a  fcnfe  of  this,  you 
are  already  refo! ved  to  give  all  diligence  to  make 
your  calling  and  ele^ion  fure  P  But  are  you  not 
delaying  the  important  bufinefs  to  what  you  think 
a  more  convenient  feafon  ? 

**  All  promife  is  poor  dilatory  man, 
"  And  that  through  every  ftage  !  *' 

Perhaps  you  think,  'tis  time  enough  yet.  But 
is  it  not  late  enough  ?  Have  you  not  already  fervcd 
the  world,  the  flefh,  and  the  devil  long  enough? 
Have  vou  not  long  enough  rebelled  againft  God, 
crucified  his  Son  afrelh,  and  grieved  the  Spirit  of 
grace  ?  Have  you  not  been  long  enough  unholy 
and  un  appyy  a  robber  of  God,  and  a  murderer 
of  your  foul  ?  Surely  you  have ;  yea  too  long.  And 
■why  will  you  fuffer  Satan  to  infatuate  and  make 
a  prey  of  you  any  longer  ?  Confider  what  con- 
dition you  would  be  in,  If  the  Lord  fliould  fay, 
**  My  Spirit  (hall  no  longer  rtrive  with  that  man: 
He  is  wedded  to  his  Idols,  let  him  alone  :  Let 
him  fill  up  the  meafure  of  his  iniquities  and  ripen 
for  a  more  aggravated  deftrudlionl"  And  are  you 
fure  he  will  not  do  this?  May  he  not  juftly  60 
it  ?  Surely  he  may,  and  you  have  caufe  to  wonder 
that  it  is  not  done  already. — Befides,  think,  wher6 
you  would  be,  (hould  death,  relcntlefs  death,  flep 
in  between  you  and  repentance,  and  arreft  you 
in  the  midft  of  your  delays  ?  And  have  you  any 
D  2  afTurancc/ 
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alTurance  to  the  contrary?  You  know  youiiave 
nor.  You  arc  fenfible  you  have  no  certainty  of 
living  a  day^  an  hour,  or  a  moment  to  an  end. 
Wherefore  delay  no  lon'ger  ;  but,  as  ^^  now  is  the 
accepted  t'lme^  now  the  day  of  Jalvatlon,  fo^  To  day^ 
ruhile  it  is  called^  To  day^  hear  his  voiccy  and  harden 
not  your  heart.'** 

19.  And  take  heed  you  do  not  miftake  the  way. 
Remember  Chrifl:  hath  faid,  <<  I  am  the  way,  no 
man  comcth  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  You  are 
a  finncr,  a  guihy,  helplefs  finner,  and  cannot  there- 
fore come  to  God  with  acceptance,  but  thro* 
his  Son  the  only  Mediator  between  him  and  us. 
Go  not  about  then  to  eftahlijh  your  own  righteoufnefs, 
hut  fuhnit  yourfelf  to  the  righieoufnejs  of  God.  * '  Be- 
lieve on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrili,  and  thou  (halt  be 
faved.  Believe  on  Chrift,  and  thou  flialt  be  juftified 
by  faith  in  Chrift  :"  yea  Chrift  will  live  in  thee, 
and  thou  (halt  live  indeed,  fhalt  live  a  new  life, 
hid  with  Chriji  in  God;  and  **  when  Chrift  thy  life 
ihall  appear,  thou  ftialt  appear  wifh  him  in  glory.'* 

20.  Once  more.  I  befeech  theebe  not  «'//i:(?«r/7^^^. 
Be  thy  fins  ever  fo  many,  ever  fo  aggravated,  yet 
ftill,  ^*  ftagger  not  at  the  promife  of  God  thro* 
unbelief,"  but  be  thou,  like  Abraham,  **ftrong 
in  faith  giving  glory  to  God,  fully  aiTured  that 
what  he  hath  promifed  he  alfo  will  perform.'* 
Now  he  hath  promifed,  that  *'  thofe  that  confefs, 
and  forfake  their  fins  fliall  find  mercy;"  that  <*all 
manner  of  fins  and  blafphemies  fhall  be  forgiven" 
unto  penitent  finners  ;  that  he  will  **  be  merciful 
to  their  unrighteoufnefs  and  their  fins  and  iniquities 
he  will  remember  no  more.'/  He  hath  promifed 
to  **  cleanfe  them  from  all  their  filthinefs  and 
from  all  their  idols,  to  give  them  a  new  heart  and 
put  within  them 'a  new  fpirit,  yea  to  put  his  Spirit 
within  them,  that  they  may  walk  in  his  ftatutes 
and  keep  his  commandments."     Therefore,  Why  ^ 

art 
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art  thou  fearful,  O  thou  of  little  faith,  Where- 
fore doll  thou  doubt?  O,  give  no  place  to  the 
Devil.  Yield  not  to  unbelief:  but  reft  affurcd, 
in  fpire  of  all  the  fuggeilions  of  Satan  and  the 
evil  reafonings  of  flefh  and  blood,  that  notwith- 
llanding  thy  guilt  and  vvcaknefs,  *'  he  is  faithful 
and  jud,  both  to  forgive  thee  thy  fins,  and  to 
cleanfe  thee  from  all  unrighteoufnefs."  Putting 
tiiy  whole  truft,  then,  in  his  merits,  who  **  was 
delivered  for  thy  offences,  raifcd  for  thy  juflifica- 
tion"  and  who  ''ever  liveth  to  make  interceiFion  for 
thee"  and  to  appear  as  thy  advocate  before  the  throne 
of  the  majcfty  on  high  ;  **  come  with  boldnefs  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  and  thou  (halt  find  mercy,  and 
obtain  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need."  Thou  Ihalt 
be  juftified  from  all  things,  (halt  be  regenerated 
and  made  a  new  creature  :  The  Spirit  of  God  and 
cf  glory  jh all  refi  upon  thee :  and  at  lai^  hting  fanSfi fie d 
throughout^  and  filled  with  the  fulnefs  of  God, 
thy  fpirit,  foul,  and  body,  dial  I  be  preferved 
blamelefs  to  his  heavenly  Kingdom  1 
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SERMON  IV. 

CN    THE 

SECOND  COMING  OF  CHRIST, 

2  THESS.  i.  8,  9. 

•*  The  Lord  Jesus  fhall  be  revealed  from  heaven, 
wi^h  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  takint^ 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 
obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ; 
who  fliall  bepuniflied  with  everlalling  deftru6^ion 
from  the  prefencc  of  the  Lord,  and  the  glory 
of  his  power." 

1  npHE  Second  Coming  of  our  Lord,  and  the 
Ji.  amazing  fcencs  which  will  then  be  opened, 
to  the  everlafnng  confulion  of  his  enemies,  and 
the  perpetual  joy  of  his  faints,  are  fubjedls  which 
frequently  occur  in  holy  writ.  The  Prophets  and 
Apoftles,  Chrift  and  his  Evangelills,  fpcak  often 
and  largely  of  thefc  matters  ;  and  though  with 
fome  variery  of  phrafe  and  manner  of  repre- 
fentation,  yet  without  any  contradidion.  And 
they  all  treat  them,  not  as  points  of  mere  fpecu- 
Jation,  the  contemplation  of  which  has  a  tendency 
to  encreafe  our  knowledge,  and  exalt  our  minds, 
but  alfo  and  chiefly  as  difcoveries  of  the  utmoft 
importance  and  concern  to  us  all,  which  when 
cordially  believed  and  attentively  confidered,  have, 
through  divine  grace,  the  moft  happy  influence  on 
our  temper  and  cendu6h  And  it  is  highly  probable 
that  Chriftianity  would  flourifh  much  more  than  it 
does  among  us,  if  the  Minillers  of  the  Gofpel 
imii^ted,  in  this,  theii:  example,  and  led  both  faints 
D   4  and 
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and  finners  to  the  more  frequent  and  ferious  con- 
lideration  of  thofe  events  which  will  foon  take 
place. 

2.  Would  we  fucccfsfully  call  finners  to  repen- 
tance ?  Like  Paul  preaching  at  Athens,  we  muft 
teftify  that  **  God  harh  appointed  a  day  in  which 
he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  by  that 
Man  whom  he  hath  ordained." — Would  we  make 
thtjinnejs  in  Zion  afraidP  Would  we  wifli  to  fee 
fearfulnefs furpr'ife  the  hypocrites f  With  the  Pro- 
phet we  mul^  demand,  **  Who  can  endure  de- 
vouring fire?  Who  can  dwell  with  everlafiing 
burnings  ?  "  Would  we  perfuade  the  delicate  and 
effeminate  to  felf-denial  and  mortification,  to  <<cut 
off  the  right  hand  and  to  pluck  out  the  right  eye 
■which  offend  ?  "  We  mult,  with  our  Lord,  re- 
mind them,  that  it  '*  is  better  one  of  their  mem- 
bers (liould  perifh,  than  that  their  whole  body 
fliould  be  cafl  into  hell,  where  the  worm  dieth  not 
and  the  fire  is  not  quenched."  Would  we  fortify 
the  timorous  againA  the  fear  of  man  which  always 
bringeth  ajnarcy  and  often  leaderh  into  fin  ?  We 
muft  exhort  them  in  the  words  of  Jefus,  **not 
to  fear  thofe  who  can  only  kill  the  body,  but  rather 
to  fear  Him  who  can  dellroy  both  body  and  foul 
in  hell." 

3.  In  (hort,  whether  we  would  roufe  the  care- 
lefs,  or  excite  the  indolent,  or  reclaim  the  back- 
flider,  or  comfort  the  difirelf,  or  fuccour  the  tempt- 
ed, or  encourage  the  faint  hearted,  or  animate 
the  faithful  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrift  patiently  to 
endure  hardfhips,  couragcoufly  to  fight  his  enemies, 
valiantly  conquer  the  powers  of  darkncfs,  and 
feize  the  crown  of  everlailing  life  \ — we  muli  bring 
the  Day  of  Judgment  into  view,  with  the  terrors 
of  hell  and  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  fetch  our 
arguments,  motives  and  encouragements,  thence. — 
Thus   will  the  Jiout  hearted  and   thoje  who  are  far 
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from  rlghteoujnejs  tremble,  with  F.;Hx  (who  was 
alarmed  at  Paul's  reafoning  concerning  a  judgment 
to  come)  and  enquiring  **  What  mull:  we  do  to 
befaved?"  will  **  repent  and  be  convened,  that 
their  lins  maybe  blotted  out."  And  thus  will  the 
true  believer  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God ; 
and  while  for  **  the  joy  that  is  fet  before  him  he 
endures  the  crofsand  defpifcs  the  (hamc,"  he  will 
•<  give  all  diligence  to  be  found  of  Chrifl:  at  his 
coming  in  peace,  and  without  fpot  and  blamclefs." 
4.  Since  then  thefe  arefuch  neccHary  and  fruit- 
ful fubjects  of  difcourfe,  and  {o  repeatedly  offered 
to  our  confederation  in  the  facred  Scriptures,  it 
may  he  profitable  for  us  frequently  to  employ  oui: 
thoughts  upon  them.  That  we  may  do  it  for  a 
few  moments  at  this  time,  I  have  made  choice 
of  this  moft  alarming  palfage  of  Scripture,  ia 
whrch  the  Apoftle,  with  a  view  to  their  comfort 
and  fupport  under  their  fufferings,  puts  the  per- 
fecuted  Church  of  God  at  Thelfalonica,  in  re- 
membrance of  the  very  different  ftate  of  things 
which  would  foon  take  place,  with  regard  to  them 
and  their  perfecutors.  <*  God  (fays  he,)  will  re- 
compcnfe  tribulation  to  thofe  who  trouble  you, 
and  to  you  who  are  troubled,  reft  with  us,  when 
the  Lord  Jefus  (hall  be  revealed,  with  his  mighty 
angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  who  (adds  he)  iTiall  be 
puniihed  with  everlafting  deftru6lion  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power." 

In  thefe  words  wx  have, 

L   The   Certainty  and    Manner  of  our   Lord's 
Second  Coming. 

II.  The   Characier  of  them  who  fhall  then  be 
the  objedts  ot  his  wrath. 
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III.  The  Nature  and  Duration  of  the  punifli- 
ment  which  he  will  inflict   upon  them. 

Thefe  are  all  very  important  points,  and  well 
deferve  our  moft  ferious  confideration. 

In  this  Difcourfe  I  (hall  confine  myfelf  to  the 
firft  of  them,  viz, 

1.  The  Certainty  and  Manner  of  our  Lord's 
Second  Coming. 

r.  As  to  the  Certainly  of  his  Second  Comings 
they  who  read  and  credit  the  Oracles  of  God, 
can  entertain  no  doubt  at  all  concerning  it.  It  is 
there  foretold  and  defcribed  fo  frequently  and 
clearly,  and  with  fuch  variety  of  method  and  ex- 
prefliun,  that  the  moft  carelefs  reader  can  hardly 
avoid  obferving  and  underflanding  it.  If  there- 
lore  I  produce  fome  Scripture-tellimonles  of  this 
Truth,  it  is  not  fo  much  with  a  view  to  illuflrate 
and  confirm  it,  as  to  imprefs  fo  ufeful  a  fuhjedt 
more  deeply  upon  our  minds,  for  it  is  too  manifeli, 
that  it  may  be  believed  and  underflood,  where  it 
has,  by  no  means,  its  proper  influence. 

2.  1  obferve  then,  that  this  event  was  foretold 
by  the  ancient  Prophets,  as  well  as  by  Chrift  and 
his  Apoflles.  Even  **  Enoch  of  old  prophefied, 
faying.  Behold  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thoufand 
of  his  Saints,  to  execute  judgment  upon  all.'*  A 
truth  this  of  which  the  Pfalmifl  was  not  ignorant, 
for  in  the  50th  Pfalm,  he  teflifies,  **  Our  God 
fhall  come,  and  fliall  not  keep  lilence:  a  fire  fliall 
devour  before  him,  and  it  fliall  be  very  tempef- 
tuous  round  about  him  :  he  fliall  call  the  heavens 
from  above  and  the  earth,  that  he  may  judge  his 
people."  Thefe  predidlions,  fo  clear  and  exprefs 
that  their  fenfe  muft  be  obvious  to  all,  are  con- 
firmed and  illuftrated  by  the  teftimony  of  Daniel, 

chap. 
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chnp.  vii.  ver.  9,  10.  **  I  beheld  (fays  l,c)  till  the 
thrones  were  c^fl  down,  and  the  Ancient  of  Days 
did  fir,  whofe  garment  was  white  as  fnow,  and  the 
hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool  ;  his  throne 
was  like  the  fiery  flame,  and  his  wheels  as  burning 
fire  ;  a  fiery  ftredm  iifucd  and  came  forth  from  be- 
fore him:  thoufand  thoufands  miniflercd  untohirn, 
and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  flood  before 
him  :  the  judgment  was  fet,  and  the  books  were 
opened  I  "  What  a  foblime  and  inimitably  grand 
defcription  have  we  here,  mixed  with  admirable 
i.mplicjty  ?  How  far  does  it  exce  d,  in  thefc  re- 
fpeds,  every  thin^;  to  be  met  with  in  merely  human 
compofitiuns  ?  How  plainly  does  it  appear  to  have 
been  the  cfFcd^,  not  of  genius  and  art,  but  of  a 
mind,  through  the  influences  of  the  divine  Spirit^ 
elevated  with  the  grandeur,  awed  v^ith  the  majclly^ 
and  llruck  with  the  terror  of  the   fubjeijl:. 

3.  Thefe  ancient  prophecies  of  our  Lord's ,fe- 
cond  coming  have  the  fandion  of  his  own  au- 
thority, not  only  as  being  infpired  by  him,  but  as 
being  confirmed  by  mofi:  exprefs  declarations,  de- 
livered by  himfelf,  as  well  while  upon  earth  as 
after  his  afcenlion  into  heaven,  and  that  both  be- 
fore friends  and  enemies.  I  fhall  produce  only- 
two  or  three  of  thefe  as  fpecimens  of  the  refl.  Thus 
when  Caiaphas,  the  Elders  and  Scribes,  had  the 
boldnef?,  or  prefumptuous  wickednefs  rather,  to 
call  their  Creator  and  final  Judge  to  take  his  trial 
at  their  tribunal ;  before  thefe  he  tetVified,  **  Here- 
after (hail  ye  fee  the  Son  of  Man  fitting  on  the 
right  hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clout^s  of 
heaven."  To  his  friends  and  followers,  he  often 
foretold  the  fame  event,  though  with  a  different 
view,  not  merely  to  convince  and  alarm,  but  alfo' 
and  efpeeially  to  comfort  and  encourage  them,- 
Thus,  when  predicting  and  defcribing  the  de- 
(Iruclion  of  JerufaUm,  and  the  ruin  of  the  Jewifh^ 
D  6  churdii 
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church  and  polity,  he  flides  (as  it  were)  inrcnfibly 
into  this  important  fubje6l  typilicd  by  that,  de- 
claring, **  After  the  tribulation  of  ihofe  days,  the 
fun  (hall  be  darkened  and  the  moon  (hall  not  give 
her  light,  and  theiiars  fhall  fall  from  heaven,  and 
the  powers  of  heaven  {hall  be  fhaken  ;  and  then 
lliall  appear  the  fign  of  the  Son  of  Man  in  heaven: 
then  (hall  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth  mourn,  and 
they  fliall  fee  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven  with  power  and  great  glory  "  And  in 
the  next  chapter,  (Matt,  xxv.)  which  it  feems  con- 
tains the  laft  public  difcourfe  our  Lord  delivered 
before  he  was  offered  up,  he  declares  to  all, 
**  When  the  Son  of  Man  (hall  come  in  his  glory, 
and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him  ;  then  (hall  he 
(it  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and  before  him 
fhall  be  gathered  all   nations." 

4.  To  thefe  exprefs  and  particular  declarations 
delivered  by  our  Lord,  while  he  tabernacled  upon 
earth  in  his  flate  of  humiliation,  we  may  fubjoiii 
his  teftimony  from  heaven,  after  he  entered  upon 
his  i^ate  of  exaltation,  and  was  invefted  with  all 
power  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  The  faithful  and 
true  ^ritnefsy  the  Alpha  and  Omcga^  when  he  takes 
his  folemn  leave  of  us,  in  the  conclufion  of  the 
records  of  Truth,  tefliiies  both  tohis  friends  and 
foes,  *'  Behold,  I  come  quickly,  blc(fed  is  he 
that  keepeth  the  fayings  of  the  prophecy  of  this 
book."  And  again,  *'  Behold,  I  come  quickly, 
and  my  reward  is  wirh  me,  to  give  unto  every 
man  according  as  his  work  fliall  be."  And 
yet  again,  He  that  tefifieth  thefe  things  ^  faith  y  Surely 
1  come  quickly.  To  which  the  church  replies, 
•<  Amen  \  fo  come,  Lord  Jefus,"  Thus  by  three 
tedimonics  from  the  lips  of  Eternal  Veracity,  is 
this  glorious  truth  efiabli(hed. 

5.  But  that  a  do61rine  fo  fuperior  to  reafon,  and 
yet  abfoluiely  certain  and  deeply  interefting,  might 
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want  no  kind  of  evidence  calculated  to  gain  It 
credit,  melTengers  were  fent  immediately  from 
heaven  to  bear  vvitncfs  to  it.  Thus  when  our 
Lord  had  given  his  Apoftles  their  laft  commilhon, 
and  «'  while  they  beheld,  he  was  taken  up  from 
them,  a  cloud  receiving  him  out  of  their  lights  while 
they  looked  ftedfartly  tow-ard  heaven  as  he  went 
up,  behold  two  men  flood  by  them  in  white  ap- 
parel, who  alfo  faid,  \e  men  of  Galilee,  why 
ftand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven  ?  This  fame  Je- 
fus  who  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  fliall 
{o  come  in  like  manner  as  you  have  fccn  him  go 
into  heaven.'* 

6.  This  teftimony  of  the  holy  Angels,  or  of 
the  Spirits  of  the  Jufl  made  perfe6t,  is  frequently 
confirmed  bv  that  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  mouths 
of  the  Apoftles.  But  as  I  would  not  be  tedious, 
I  forbear  to  quote  any  particular  paffages,  chufing 
rather  to  refer  you  to  their  fermons,  as  recorded 
by  St.  Luke  in  the  A6\s,  and  to  their  various 
epiftles,  where  you  frequently  meet  with  many- 
glorious  defcriptions  of  this  grand  event.  The 
teftimonies  already  pioduced  are  more  than  fuf- 
ficient,  not  only  to  eflablifh  us  in  the  firm  belief 
of  this  comfortable  truth,  but  alfo  (which  is  mod 
wanting)  to  imprefs  it  deeply  upon  our  minds.  Good 
reafon  have  we  to  fettle  it  in  our  hearts,  that  as 
our  Lord  is  *<  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place  for 
us,  fo  he  will  come  again  to  receive  us  to  himfelf, 
that  where  he  is  we  may  be  alfo  ;  that  to  thofe 
who  look  for  him  he  will  appear  the  fecund  time 
without  fm  unto  falvation.**     Yes, 

-"  At  the  delb'n'd  period  fliall  return 

He,  once  on  earth,  who  Med  for  human  guilt. 
And  with  him  all  our  triumph  o'er  the  tomb." 

For  then  will  he  **  change  our  vile  bodies  and 
render  theai  like  unto  his  glorious  body."     Then 

will 
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\\ill  he   'f  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  admired 
in  all  that  believe." 

7.  Let  us  reW  affured  then,  tho'  **the  vilion  is 
for  an  appoinred  time,  yet  in  the  end  it  fh.ill 
fpeik  and  fhall  not  lie."  When  the  exad  period 
fhall  arrive  indeed  we  know  nor,  nor  can  we  ex- 
pe6l  to  know,  lince  (as  onr  Lord  allures  usj  it  is 
kept  a  fecret  not  only  from  all  the  men  npon  earth, 
but  likewife  from  all  the  angels  in  heaven.  But 
this  we  know,  it  will  only  be  deferred  till  the 
rnyjlery  of  God  ftjall  be  finipcd ;  till  the  prophecies 
Ihall  be  all  fulfilled,  and  a  fufficient  number  re- 
deemed from  among  men. — If  therefore  any  fcof- 
fers  arife  rn  thefe  lafl  days,  **  walking  after  their 
t)wn  lulls,  and  faying.  Where  is  the  promife  of 
his  coming  ?  for  ever  lince  the  Fathers  fell  aflcep,. 
all  things  continue  as  they  were:"  we  reply, 
'*  One  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thoufand  years, 
and  a  thoufand  years  as  onp  day."  No  time  is 
Jong  or  (hort  wiih  him  who  is  Eternal i  HecarF- 
do  the  M'ork  of  a  thoufand  years  in  one  day,  and 
a  thoufand  years,  nay,  the  longcrt  time,  is  no  de- 
lay to  him.  He  is  not  therefore  **  flow  concern- 
ing his  promife  of  coming  again,  tho'  fome  men- 
count  it  flownefs;  but  he  is  long-fuffering  to  us- 
ward,  not  willing  that  any  (hould  perilh,  but  ra- 
ther that  all  (hould  come  to  repentance." 

8.  **  But  the  day  of  Xa\z  Lord  will  come,"  and 
that  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly,  *^'  as  a  thief  in 
the  night,  fo  that  when  men  fliall  fay,  Peace  and 
Jcifetjy  then  fudden  def^rudlion  cometh  upon  them 
as  travail  upon  a  woman  with  child,  and  they 
Ihall  not  efcape."  For,  *<  Behold  (fays  Jefus)  t 
come  as  a  thief,"  at  unawares,  and  *'  At  fuch  an? 
hour  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh. — 
Bleffed  is  he,  therefore,  that  watcheth  and  keepeth 
his  garments,  lefl  he  walk  naked,  and  they  fee  his^ 
ihame.     Watch  we,  therefore,  for  we  know  not 

at. 
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at  what  hour  our  Lord  doth  come.  For  if  we 
will  nr>t  watch,  he  will  come  as  a  thief,  and  we 
ihall  not  know  what  hour  he  will  come  upon  us. 
If,  like  the  evil  fcrvant,  we  fay  in  our  heart,  Our 
Lord  delayeth  his  coming,  and  begin  to  fmite  our 
fellow-fervants,  and  to  eat  and  drink  with  the 
drunken,  our  Lord  (liall  come  in  a  day  when  wc 
look  not  for  him,  and  in  an  hour  that  we  are  not 
aware  of,  and  will  cut  us  afunder,  and  appoint 
us  our  portion  with  hypocrites  and  unbelievers* 
There  (hall  be  weeping  and  gnalhing  of  tecth  =  " 

The  Certainty  of  our  Lord's  fecond  coming  be- 
irig  evident  beyond  contradiction  or  difpute  to  ali 
who  credit  the  holy  Scriptures,  I  proceed,  as  was 
propofed,  to  enquire  next,  more  particularly,  into 
the  Manner  of  his  coming,  according  to  the  repre- 
fentation  given  of  it  in  our  text.  For  this  too  is 
doubtlefs  a  fubjc£t  of  enquiry  well  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  all  who  love  our  Lord  Jefus  in  lin- 
cerity,  to  whom  nothing  that  concerns  him,  will 
appear  trivial  or  unimportant.      Conlider  we  then, 

2dly,  In  what  formf  with  ivh at  attendants ;  and 
in  what  clrcuniflances  he  will  appear, 

I.  Will  God's  Eternal  Son  again  for  our  fakes 
diveft  himfelf  of  his  glory,  relinquifh  his  felicity, 
aflume  our  nature  and  fuffer  in  our  flcad  ?  Being 
viade  fiefhf  will  the  Creator  of  all  again  become 
deflitute  of  every  earthly  accommodation,  fo  as 
not  even  to  have  **  a  place  where  to  lay  his  head,'* 
tho'  the  very  **  foxes  have  holes  and  the  birds  of 
the  air  have  nefts  ?  "  Will  he  again  endure  hunger 
and  thirfi,  cold  and  nakednefs,  wearinefs  and 
hardlhip  of  every  kind  ?  Will  the  fovereign  Lord 
of  the  Univerfe,  and  the  final  Judge  of  Angels 
and  of  Men,  again  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  appre- 
hended by  his  creatures,  arraigned,  tried  and  con- 
demned i  to  be  infulted,  fpit  upon,  fcourged  and 

crucified  j 
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crucified  ?  Will  the  ever-blefTed  Jefus  again  groan 
under  a  mountain  of  guilt,  and  fuliain  the  wrarh 
of  incenfed  junicc,  till  he  is  conftrained  to  con- 
fefs,  that  his  **  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,"  and 
«*  fweat,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  blood  ?"  Will 
the  Prince  of  Life  again  fufrer  the  pangs  of  death, 
and  the  Light  of  the  World  go  out  in  darknefs  ? 

2.  Oh,  no  I  Thofe  days  of  his  humiliation  and 
forrow  are  part,  and  will  return  no  more.  For 
having  vanquiflicd  his  and  our  enemies  upon  the 
crofs,  and  led  them  in  triumph  at  his  chariot 
wheels,  when  he  afcended  far  above  all  heavens, 
in  reward  of  his  vi6forious  fufferings,  he  is  in- 
verted with  power  and  dominion  irrefilVible  and 
eternal,  and  is  raifed  to  a  throne  of  glory  at  the 
Father's  right-hand.  Becaufe  when  **  he  was  in 
the  form  of  God,  he  emptied  himfelf,  taking  the 
form  of  a  fervant,  being  made  in  the  likenefs  of 
men  ;  and  I  eing  found  in  the  fafliion  of  a  man, 
humbled  himfelf,  becoming  obedient  unto  death 
even  the  death  of  the  crofs  ;  therefore  God  alfo 
hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name 
above  evety  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jefus 
every  knee  fliould  bow,  of  thofe  in  heaven,  and 
thofe  in  earth,  and  thofe  under  the  earth,  and 
every  tongue  fhould  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
Lord,  to  the  Glory  of  God  the  Father."  And 
now  he  reigns  in  blifs  and  glory  fupreme,  Sove- 
reign of  angels  and  men,  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords.  The  government  of  the  univerfe 
refts  upon  his  (houlders,  and  all  perfons  and 
things  are  at  his  difpofal  and  under  his  dire6\ioci. 

3.  This  dignity  and  glory  of  our  exalted  Lord, 
IS,  however,  hid  from  the  world  ;  and  hence  their 
difobedience  to  his  commands,  contempt  af  his 
authority,  and  negle6^  of  his  falvation.  But  at  his 
fecond  coming  he  will  be  manifefted  in  all  his  ex- 
cellent majefty,  and  therefore  it  is  called  the  revs^ 

laiion 
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laiton  of  Jefus  Chrift.  For  then  it  will  be  re- 
vealed, to  the  eternal  confufion  of  his  foes,  and 
the  perpetual  joy  of  his  redeemed,  what  he  is  and 
will  for  ever  be.     Then  will  he  blaze  forth 

*'  Jn  all  the  fplcndour  of  the  Deity  ! 

Darken  the  iun,  confound  the  brighteil  liar. 
His  Father's  image  perfcdlly  exprell ! 
'I'he  nations  then  ihall  ou  n  hi-n  for  their  God, 
And  the  whole  world  confefs  th'  almighty  Judge." 

Then  will  it  be  feen  whom  they  infulted  and  re- 
viled, when  they  faid,  *<  Hail,  King  of  the  Jews," 
and, — *<  He  favcd  others,  himfelf  he  cannot  fave.'* 
Then  will  it  appear  for  whofe  blood  they  cla- 
moured, when  they  cried  out,  *'  Away  with  him, 
away  with  him  ;  crucify  him,  crucify  him."  Then 
■will  Pilate  fee  who  it  was  that  he  condemned  to 
die,  and  Caiaphas  whom  he  charged  with  blaf- 
phemy.  Yea,  then  will  tlie  whole  race  of  im- 
penitent tranfgrcflors  acknowledge,  however  re- 
luctant, the  dignity  and  power  of  that  man,  whom 
tliey  refufed  to  reign  over  them.  For  then  will  he 
be  revealed  as  the  effulgence  of  his  Father  s  glory^ 
and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  per  Jon  ^  even  as  God  over 
all,  hleffcd  for  every  poffelfed  of  infinite  and  un- 
limited authority,  and  all  poffible  perfeclions  I 

Ah,  how  unlike 


The  B;ibe  of  Bcthlthem  !  how  unlike  the  man 
That  groan'd  on  Calvnry  !   Yet  he  it  i.s, — 
That  man  of  forrows  1  Ah,  how  caang'd  1'* 

4.  Concerning  this  matter  we  can  have  no  doubt 
at  all,  the  Scripture  is  fo  full  and  exprefs  upon  the 
head.  1  he  pafTages  above  quoted,  and  v\hich  I 
need  not  here  repeat,  arc  a  fufficient  confirmation 
of  it.  Our  Lord  there  fpeaks  of  his  **  fitting  on 
the  right-hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven  :"    and   ?igain,   of  his    **  coming  in  the 

clouds 
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clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great  glory  ;  *• 
and  yet  again,  of  his  **  coming  in  his  glory  with 
all  his  holy  angels  with  him,  when  he  will  fit 
upon  the  throne  of  his  glory."  I  (hall  only  add 
here,  juft  fuch  was  the  reprefentation  of  him  mad€ 
to  St.  John  when  he  "  faw  heaven  opened,  and, 
behold,  a  white  horfe,  and  he  that  fat  upon  him  was 
called  Faithful  and  True.  His  eyes  were  as  a 
flame  of  fire,  and  on  his  head  were  many  crowns, 
and  he  had  a  name  written  which  no  man  knew 
but  himfelf,  and  he  was  clothed  with  a  veflure 
dipt  in  blood,  and  his  name  is  called  The  Word 
of  God.  And  out  of  his  mouth  went  a  fliarp  two- 
edged  fword,  that  with  it  he  fliould  fmite  the  na- 
tions, and  he  (hall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron  : 
and  he  treadeth  the  wine-prefs  of  the  fiercenefs  of 
the  wrath  of  Almighty  God.  And  he  hath  on  his 
vefture,  and  on  his  thigh,  a  name  w^ritten,  King 
OF  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords." 

5.  What  a  glorious  difcovery  was  here  afforded 
the  Apof^le!  What  a  grand  and  moft  fublime  dc- 
fcription  does  he  give  us!  What  an  auguft  Per- 
fonage  is  here  reprefented  to  our  view!  f'ut,  ah! 
how  much  more  will  the  reprefentation  ftrike  us 
when  it  is  made  by  Chrift  in  perfon,  and  we 
fhall  fee  him  as  he  is! — Shall  fee  heaven  open, 
and  the  Son  of  God  in  the  pomp  of  Majefty  inefE- 
able  defcending  ! — Shall  fee, 

**  On  an  empyreal,  flying  throne. 

Awfully  rais'd,  heav'n's  everlafting  Son  1 
Virtue,  dorninion,   praife,  oinnipoLcncc, 
Support  the  train  of  their  triumphrint  Prince  ; 
Night  Ihades  the  folemn  arches  of  his  brows. 
And  on  his  cheek,  the  purple  morning  glows  !" 

And  now  what  is  all  the  fulfome  pride  of  human 
greatnefs,  and  the  aifccSted  pomp  which   decorates 

worms 
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Irorms  of  the  earth,  to  this  inherent  dignity  and 
inefFable  majefty  of  the  glorious  Redeemer  !  Ah, 
how  does  this  refulgent  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  thus 
beaming  forth  in  his  meridian  glory,  eclipfe  all  the 
borrowed  brightncfs  of  feeble  mortals  I  Surely  all 
the  renown'd  Statefmen,  vi<5^orious  Generals,  fam- 
ed Conquerors,  powerful  Emperors,  and  mightv 
Monarchs  which  have  ever  dignified  the  annals  of 
human  hiftory,  and  fhone  with  faint  rays  during 
the  dreary  night  of  this  world,  fhall  difappear  in 
the  prefence  of  this  God  of  Glory,  when  at  the 
morning  of  the  refurret^ion,  the  day  of  Eternity 
dawns  upon  us,  juft  as  the  ftars  vanifh  before  the 
rifmg  fun  !  Ah  !  how  will  all  the  **  Kings  of  tl.e 
earth,  and  the  great  men,  and  the  rich  men,  and 
the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men,"  be  then 
aOiamed  of  that  vain  grandeur,  on  account  of 
I'lhich  they  valued  themfclves,  and  confounded  at 
their  fooHfli  and  unreafonable  pride,  while  they 
who  pierced  him,  and  negledled  his  great  falvation^ 
(hall  wail  becaufe  of  him  ! 

6.  But  further.  To  give  us  a  ftill  clearer  view  of 
the  dignity  of  our  exalted  Saviour,  and  the  glory 
of  his  Second  Coming,  befides  his  perjonal  ex- 
cellencies and  divine  majcfty,  which  vvill  be  then 
fully  difplaycd,  his  Attendants  are  likewife  men- 
tioned in  our  text,  and  in  other  parts  of  Scripture, 
and  therefore  fliould  not  be  palled  over  in  lllence  ; 
for  they  w  ill  yet  more  illuftrate  that  glorious  day 

of  his   triumph We    have  already  feen  how  lilfe 

rtiall  be  revealed  from  heavcUy  which  (hall  fas  it 
were)  unftdd  its  cryflal  ports,  or  cleave  its  i^arry 
plnins  afunder,  and  difcover  inftantly  to  our 
view  a  *♦  great  white  throne,  and  him  who  iits 
upon  it,  from  whofc  face  heaven  and  earth  flee 
away,  and  there  is  no  place  found  for  them  ;"  and 
at  the  fight  of  whom,  confternation,  terror  and 
difmay   fhall  overwhelm  the  ungodly,  and  extin-* 

guiih 
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guifli  every  gleam  of  comfort  and  ray  of  hope. 
But  the  Apoltle  further  fays  in  our  text,  that  he 
fhall  be  attended  with  his  mighty  Angels^  a  cir- 
cumllance  which  is  attefted  by  our  Lord  himfelf 
in  the  predictions  he  gave  while  upon  earth  of 
his  Second  Coming,  (as  quoted  above,)  and  which 
he  likewife  included  in  the  reprcfentat-on  of  that 
event  made  to  his  fervants  Daniel  and  John.  The 
latter  of  whom  tells  us,  he  faw  **  the  armies  of 
heaven  following  him,  clothed  in  fine  linen  white 
and  clean;"  and  the  former  **  beheld  thoufand 
thoufands  miniftering  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand 
times  ten  thoufand  itanding  before  him."  What 
a  glorious  retinue  have  we  here!  How  different 
from  the  twelve  poor  fifhermen  who  attended 
(fhall  I  fay  ?j  or  rather  deferted  him  in  his  days 
of  humiliation  !  Ah  me  !  in  how  different  a  cha- 
radler,  and  in  what  different  circumftances,  doea 
the  Saviour  now  appear  1 

**  How  chang'd  from   him  who  meekly  proftrate  laid, 
Vouchfaf'd  to  wafh  the  feet  himfelf  had  made  : 
From  him  who  was  forroci:,  betray'd,  deny'd; 

languilh'd,  pray'cL  bled,  thirlled,  gioan'd, 

and  died  ; 
Hung,  pierc'd  and  br^re,  infulted  by  the  foe. 
All  heaven  in  tears  above,  earth  unconcern'd 

below  !  " 

7.  Thefe  his  holy  angels  will  not  only  accom- 
pany him  as  attendants  upon  his  perfon,  to  mani- 
feft  his  divine  power  and  authority,  and  to  difplay 
his  royal  grandeur  and  magnificence,  but  likewife 
as  minifters  of  his  will,  to  execute  his  purpofes  of 
love  to  his  people  and  of  wrath  to  his  enemies. 
Thefe,  as  harbingers  of  his  glory,  fliall  prepare 
the  way  before  him,  and  make  ready  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Univerfal  Judge!  *' I  faw  (fays 
the  Apoftlc  John]  a  mighty  Angei  come  down  from 

heaven. 
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he.»ven,  clothed  with  a  cloud,  and  a  rnln-bow  upon 
his  head,  and  his  face  was  as  the  fun,  and  his  feet 
as  pillars  of  fire,  and  he  fet  his  right  foot  upon  the 
fea  and  his  left  foot  upon  the  earth,  and  cried  with 
a  loud  voice  as  when  a  lion  roarcth,  and  when  he 
had  cried,  feven  thunders  uttered  their  voices. 
And  he  lifted  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and  fware 
by  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  who  created 
heaven  and  earth  and  the  fea,  that  there  fliould  be 
time  no  longer  ;  but  the  myftery  of  God  fhould, 
be  finlflied,  as  he  had  declared  to  his  fervants  the 
Prophets." 

And  now  before, 

**  In  grandeur  terrible  all  heaven  defcend, 
A  fwifL  archangel  with  liis  golden  wing. 
As  clouds  and  blots,  that  darken  and  difgrace 
'l"he  fcene  divine,  1  weeps  liars  and  funs  ahde  : 
And  thus,  all  drofs  remov'd,  heaven's  own  pure  day 
Full  on  the  confines  of  our  Ether  flames." 

8.  Preparation  being  thus  made,  the  Son  of 
Man  appears  *'in  his  glory,  and  all  his  holy  angels 
with  him."  And  now  he  fends  thcfe  **  his  angels 
wirh  a  great  found  of  a  trumpet,  and  they  gather 
together  his  ele6\  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the 
other."  And  as  they  are  employed,  as  the  in- 
flruments  of  his  good-will  and  condefcending  grace 
to  his  redeemed,  whom  they  will  feparate  from 
the  world,  ?iX\A  gather  as  wheat  into  his  garner  \  fo 
likewife  (hall  they  be  the  minifters  of  his  vengeance 
to  the  wicked,  whom  at  the  tiniC  of  the  general 
harveft,  they  fliall  gather  together  lih  tares,  and 
bind  in  hunt^les  to  burn  them.  Yes,  at  the  end  of 
the  world,  "  the  Son  of  Man  fliall  fend  forth  his 
angels,  and  they  fliall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom 
all  things  that  offend,  and  them  who  do  iniquity, 
and  cali  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  there  fliall  be 
weeping  and  wailing  and  gnafliii^g  of  teeth." 

9.  Another 
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9.  Another  circumftance  mentioned  in  our  tey.t 
attending  our  Lord's  Second  Coming,  (and  the  laft 
J  (hall  now  take  notice  of,)  is,  that  he  ftiall  be  re- 
vealed in  flaming  fire.  This  particular  was  alfo 
reprefenfed  to  Daniel,  in  that  prophetic  vifion 
which  G(^d  gave  him  of  Chrifl's  coming.  He  faw 
(as  he  tclts  us)  <*  his  throne  like  the  fiery  flame, 
and  his  wheels  as  burning  fire,  while  a  fiery  rtream 
iifued  and  came  forth  from  before  him  " — As  of 
old  **the  Lord  rained  upon  Sodom  and  Gornorrah, 
brimftone  and  fire  from  the  Lo-d  out  of  heaven, 
and  overthrew  thofe  cities,  and  all  the  plain,  and 
all  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  cities,  and  that  which 
grew  upon  the  ground,"  fo  at  the  confummation 
of  all  things,  when  he  arifes  to  fh^ke  terribly  the 
earth,  with  that  fiery  flream  which  ilfues  and 
comes  forth  from  before  him,  he  will  *'burn  up 
the  earth  with  its  increafe,  and  melt  down  the 
foundations  of  the  mountains  ;  "  yea,  **  a  fire 
fhall  be  kindled  in  his  anger,  which  fhall  burn  to 
the  nethermofi:  hell, — (liall  burn  and  lliall  not  be 
quenched."  We  know  that  **  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  which  now  are,  are  by  the  word  of  God  kept 
in  ftore,  refcrved  unto  fire  againft  the  day  of  judg- 
ment and  perdition  of  ungodly  men."  And  wheo 
that  period  arrives,  while  the  '^  heavens  pafs  away 
with  a  great  noife,  and  the  elements  melt  with 
fervent  heat,  the  earth  and  all  its  works  (hall  be 
totally  burnt  up." 

*'  At  that  deRinM  hour. 

By  the  loud  trumpet  fummon'd  to  the  charge. 
See  all  ihe  ibrmidable  fons  of  fire, 
Kruptions,  earthquakes,  comets,    lightnings,   play 
llieir  various  engines  ;    all  at  once  difgorge 
liitir  blazing  magazines,  and  take  by  llorm 
"i  his  poor,  terreftrial  citadel  of  man.'* 

10.  To  add  the  greater  terror  to  this  moft  tef> 
f  ible  period,  the  Scriptures  icprefent  it  as  happen- 

in<j 
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ing  at  midnight  — **  At  midnight  (fays  Jefus)  there 
was  a  cry  made,  Behold  the  Bridegroom  cometh, 
go  ye  forth  to  meet  him."  And  perhaps  the 
Aportle,  in  his  firft  Epiftle  to  the  ThefTahinians, 
intimates  rhe  fame,  where  he  fays,  *'  Of  the  times 
and  feafons  ye  have  no  need  that  I  fliould  write 
unto  you,  for  ye  yourfclves  know  perfcdlly,  that 
the  d?y  ot  the  Lord  To  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the 
night." — '1  is  true,  this  cannot  be  the  cafe  with  re- 
fpc6l  to  the  whole  earth,  it  being  always  day  in 
one  part  or  other  of  it :  But  it  may  be  the  cafe 
with  regard  to  thofe  parts  of  the  earth  which  are 
mod:  inhabited,  and  have  been  moft  favoured  with 
tile  light  of  the  Gofpel.  Thefe  may  be  enveloped 
with  the  dismal  fliadcs  of  darknefs,  when  this 
awful  day  inllantly  bb-zes  forth.  So  it  feems  cur 
Poet,  whofe  fentinents  on  this  fubjedt  are  always 
as  juft  as  they  are  ftriking,  and  whom,  therefore, 
I  can  hardly  quote  too  often,  fuppofcd  when  he 
faid, — 

"  At  midn!c;ht,  when  mankind  are  wrapt  in  prace. 
And  worldly  fancy  ficds  on  go'den  dreams  ; 
At  midnight,   'tis  pr:3'"um't!,  this  fcene  will  buiil 
From  tenfold  darkne's,  fadden  .as  Hie  fpark 
From  fmitten  fteel,  from  nitrous  grain  the  b'aze  ; 
Man  Hariing  from  his  couch,  fliali  ilcep  no  more.'* 

II.  Then,  as  was  reprerented  to  St.  John, 
'*  dial  I  there  be  a  great  earthquake,  and  the  fun 
fliall  become  black  as  fackcloth  of  hair,  and  the 
moon  fliall  become  as  blood,  and  the  ftars  of 
heaven  fliall  tall  unto  the  earth,  even  as  a  figtrec 
cafleth  her  untimely  figs,  when  flie  is  fliaken  of  a 
mighty  wind.  And  the  heavens  (hall  depart  as  a 
icroU  when  it  ij-  roiled  together,  and  every  moun- 
tai'^  and  ifland  fliall  bt  moved  out  of  their  place  : 
And  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men,  and 
(he  rich  men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the  migh- 
ty 
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ty  men,  and  every  bondman,  and  every  freeman, 
fhall  hide  themfelves  in  the  dens  and  in  the  rocks 
of  the  mountains,  and  fhall  fay  to  the  mountains 
and  rocks,  Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face 
of  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  from  the 
wrath  of  the  Lamb  :  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath 
is  come,  and  who  fhall  be  able  to  fland."  Who, 
indeed,  when 

*'  Above,  beneath,  around,  amazement  all  ! 
Terror  and  glory  join'd  in  their  extremes! 
Our  God  in  grandeur,  and  our  world  on  fire  1" 

12.  And  now  let  us  turn  afide  and  fee  this  great 
fight.  Let  us  f^and  flill  and  confider  this  folemn 
fcene  here  opened  to  our  view  !  By  the  help  of 
that  faith  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen, 
let  us  contemplate  the  awful  majefty  and  terrible 
grandeur  of  this  day,  if  our  weak  fenfes  can  en- 
dure the  dreadful  glory  of  its  light,  or  our  feeble 
faculties  fuf^ain  the  effulgence  of  its  over-power- 
ing brightnefs  and  aflonifhing  terrors. — Ah  !  how 
muft  it  furprize  and  alarm  the  fecure  finner,  and 
how  muft  it  (\rike  all  men  with  amazement  and 
awe,  in  the  dead  cf  night,  to  be  fuddenly  awaked 
out  of  the  repofe  of  their  laft  fleep,  by  the  con- 
fufed  noife  and  deafening  roar  of  trumpets  found- 
ing, thunders  grumbling,  flars  rulhing,  elements 
melting,  waves  dafiiing,  the  fca  tofTmg,  and  the 
earth  quaking  !  Ah  !  how  will  the  llouteft  heart 
fail  for  fear,  and  fink  with  horrible  dread,  to  hear 
the  fuddcn  crufn  of  worlds,  and  behold  the  wreck 
of  univerfal  nature  !     To  fee 

—  ''  Each  mountain  height 
Outburn  Vefuvius  ;  rocks  eternal  pour 
Their  melted  mafs,  as  rivers  once  they  pour'd  ; 
Stars  ru(h,  and  final  ruin  fiercely  drive 
Her  plowfhare  o'er  creation !  " 

How 
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How  will  the  ftubborn  infidel,  who  treated  thefc 
difcoveries  as  the  inventions  of  Fancy,  and  the  har- 
den'd  finner,  who  dcfpifcd  and  ne^lc6ted  them  ; 
ah!  how  will  thev  ftart  from  the  flunibers  of  mid- 
night, the  bed  of  debauching  pleafures,  or  the 
couch  of  rioting  and  revelling  exccfs,  in  wild  af- 
fright and  diforder,  when  they  fliall  behold  with 
their  eyes,  and  feel,  to  their  forrow,  what  ones 
they  would  not  believe,  or  wilfully  forgot !  Now 
they  can  difbclieve  and  forget  no  longer.  The 
great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  is  arrived. 

"  The  fatal  period,  the  great  hour  is  come, 
And  Nature  Ihrinks  ^t  her  approaching  doom  ; 
Loud  peals  of  thunder  give  the  ilgn,  and  all 
His  terrors  in  array  furround  the  ball  : 
Sharp  lightnings  -^  ith  the  meteors  blaze  confpire. 
And  darting  downward  fct  the  world  on  firel" 

Now  the  day  is  a61ually  ''come,  which  burns  as 
an  oven,  and  all  the  proud,  (all  infidels}  and  all 
that  do  wickedly,  (all  impenitent  finncrs,)  fliaU 
be  as  Hubble:  Tlic  day  is  come  that  flialj 
burn  them  up,  and  leave  them  neither  root  nor 
branch." 

13.  <*  Blow  ye  the  trumpet  in  Zion,  found  art 
alarm  in  the  holy  Mountain  ;  let  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  land  tremble,  for  the  day  of  the 
J^ord  Cometh,  for  it  is  nigh  at  hand  :  a  day  of 
<iarknefs  and  of  gloominefs  \  a  <i  ly  of  clouds  and 
of  thick  darknefsl"  Jcfus  defccnds  with  his- 
Jioly  angels  ;  *<  a  fire  dcvoureth  before  them,  and 
behind  them  a  flame  burnetii."  See,  yc  blind, 
the  vidlorious  blaze  of  irrefil\ible  and  all-conquer- 
ing fire  !  It  rends  the  rocks,  confumcs  the  forefts, 
melts  down  the  mountains,  lays  cities,  yea  whole, 
kingdoms  in  afhcs,  and  envelopes  the  whole  earth? 
JSehold,  it  riles,  I'wells,  fpreads,  and  overwhelms 
E  all 
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all  with  an  univerfal  deluge !  While  in  the  mean 
time, 

*'  Black  rifing  clouds  the  thicken'd  ether  choke. 
And  fpiry  flames  flioot  thro'  the  rolling  fmoke. 
With  keen  vibrations  cut  the  fuUen  night. 
And  ilreak  the  darken'd  fky  with  dreadful  light." 

Hear,  ye  deaf,  the  re-bellowing  growl  and  aggra- 
vated roar  of  hoarfe-muttering  thunder,  the  mighty- 
voice  of  the  great  Archangel,  and  the  all-alarming 
trump  of  God  !  Feel,  ye  ftout-hearted,  the  earth 
quaking  and  opening,  the  mountains  trembling  and 
removing,  the  hills  reeling  and  finking,  the  val- 
lies  heaving  and  rifing!  Feel,  or  be  for  ever  har- 
dened, the  fhock  of  confli6ling  elements,  and  the 
dafh  of  ruined  worlds  ! 

14.  Awake!  awake!  ye  fleepy  finners !  (hake 
ofF  your  fatal  flumbers  !  Arife  from  the  bed  of 
floth,  and  the  lap  of  enchanting  pleafures!  Hafie, 
hafte,  and  flee  for  (belter  from  this  day  of  wrath 
and  unrelenting  fury  !  If  you  delay  till  this  day- 
overtake  you,  then,  alas!  whither  can  you  flee? 
The  earth  quakes,  trembles,  and  opens  under 
your  feet ;  the  ftorm  of  divine  vengeance  lowers 
and  burfts  upon  your  guilty  heads,  and  ruin  and 
perdition  furround  you  on  every  hand  !  The  frown- 
ing Judge,  whofe  juft  indignation  you  have  pro- 
voked, and  whofe  almighty  wrath  your  fins  have 
kindled,  fixes  his  piercing  eye  upon  you,  and 
marks  you  out  as  the  butt,  at  which  he  will  flioot 
his  fiery  arrows,  and  dire6t  the  thunder-bolts  of 
his  everlafting  indignation.  And  now  'tis  in  vain 
to  <:ry  to  the  rocks  and  mountains  ro  fall  upon  you 
and  hide  you  ;  the  rocks  and  mountains  rend  and 
cleave  alTunder,  yea,  flee  away,  and  leave  you 
deftitute  and  forfaken,  expofed  to  all  the  artillery 
of  omnipotent  fury,  and  in  the  midft  of  dark  and 
gexy  torment. 

?5-  Oh 
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15.  Oh,  that  men  were  wife,  that  they  underjlood 
thisy  that  they  would  confider  their  latter  end  !  Oh, 
that  they  would  lay  thefe  things  to  heart,  and 
**  take  heed  left  at  any  time  their  hearts  be  over- 
charged with  furfeiting  and  drunkennefs,  and  the 
cares  of  this  life,  and  fo  that  day  come  upon  them 
unawares,  for  as  a  fnare  ftiall  it  come  upon  all 
them  that  dwell  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  !"  Oh, 
that  they  would  *<  watch  and  pray  always,  that 
they  might  efcape  thofe  things  which  are  conning 
upon  the  earth,  and  ftand  before  the  Son  of  MaJi^ 
'^vith  joy  and  not  with  ^rief  l" 
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SERMON    V. 
THE    CHARACTER 

OF     THOSE 

WHO   SHALL    BE    CONDEMNED 

AY 

CHRIST 

AT  HIS  COMING. 


2  THESS.  I.  7,  8. 

*'  The  Lord  Jefus  fiiall  be  revealed  from  heaven, 
with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  takin<^ 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 
obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrirt." 

I,  YT  being  abfolutely  certain  that  our  Lord 
JL  will  come  again,  and  when  he  comes,  will 
be  revealed  in  all  the  glory  of  his  majefly,  and  ia 
all  the  terror  of  his  juflice  ;  not  properly  in  the 
chara(51er  of  a  Saviour^  but  in  that  of  a  JudgCy  to 
examine  into  the  condu61:  of  all  mankind,  and 
pafs  a  final  fenrence  upon  them  according  to  their 
works  \ — it  furely  concerns  all  men  to  lay  thcfe 
things  to  heart,  and  to  prepare  for  his  appearing. 
And  it  equally  concerns  us  not  to  defer  this  bufi- 
nefs,  not  only  becaufe  what  is  always  reafonable 
and  fit  to  be  done,  cannot  be  done  too  foon  ;  but 
E  3  becaufe 
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becaufe  a  delay  may  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  con- 
fequence,  for  at  **  fuch  an  hour  as  we  think 
nor,  the  Son  of  Man  cometh"  to  call  us  hence  by 
death,  as  well  as  to  judge  the  world  in  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  if,  when  he  cometh,  he  find  us  unpre- 
pared, we  are  undone  for  ever. 

2.  And  yet  (dreadful  to  fay!)  almoft  all  man- 
kind live  from  day  to  day  in  entire  forgetfulnefs  or 
total  negledl  of  this  matter !  While  every  thing 
€lfe,  however  trifling  and  impertinent,  is  ftudi- 
oufly  and  eagerly  profecuted,  this  is  altnoft.  uni- 
verfally  difregarded.  The  toy  of  bufinefs  is  dili- 
gently attended,  the  phantom  of  honour  unwea- 
jiedly  purfued,  the  enchantments  of  pleafure  af- 
iiduoufly  courted,  the  dream  of  amufcment  folici- 
toufly  fought ;  in  (hort,  the  things  of  time  and 
fcnfe,  tho'  tranfitory  in  their  duration,  uncertain 
in  their  ftay,  unfatisfadory  in  their  nature,  and 
even  perplexing  in  their  enjoyment ;  thefe  engage 
the  attention  and  engrofs  the  affediions  of  high  and 
low,  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor. — In  the  mean 
time,  our  immortal  interefts,  the  favour  of  our 
God,  and  the  eternal  advantages  and  pleafures  of 
religion,  are  generally  buried  in  oblivion  and  neg- 
JcCtcd.  Unreafonable  is  this  condu6f  indeed,  but 
too  certainly  may  it  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the 
generality  of  mankind,  whofe  whole  behaviour 
clearly  demonftrates  that  they  are  more  intent 
upon  providing  for  their  momentary  abode  on 
earth,  than  their  everlafting  exigence  in  heaven  ; 
-and  on  fecuring  the  favour  and  applaufe  of  their 
fellow-worms,  than  the  good-will  and  approbation 
of  their  final  Judge!  But  in  this  refpecSl,  let  not 
lis  follow  the  multitude  to  do  evil,  to  offend  our 
God  and  throw  away  our  own  fouls!  Nay  rather, 
let  us  take  care  to  be  thofe  perfons  whom  the  Lord 
will  acquit  and  reward  at  his  coming,  that  we  may 
make  our  appearance  at  his  bar  with  joy  and  not 
with  grief, 

^.  But 
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But  "who  are  thofe  perfons  ?  and  what  cha- 
ier  do  they  bear  ?  To  know  this  we  have  only 
to  enquire  whom  the  Lord  Jefus  will  condemn  at 
his  coming,  for  the  character  of  thcfe  is  cxadlly 
the  reverfe  of  that  of  the  former.  Now  this  is 
dcfcribed  in  the  words  of  our  text,  and  that  very 
fully  and  clearly,  altho'  at  the  fame  time  with 
great  brevity.  The  Apoftle  tells,  us  that  Chrifl, 
when  he  is  revealed,  will  <*  take  vengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  Having  then  already  con- 
fide red  the  Certainty  and  Manner  of  our  Lord's  Se- 
cond Coming,   I  proceed,  as  was  propofed, 

Secondly,  To  enquire  into  the  CharaSfer  of 
fhofe  who  fhall  be  condemned  at  his  coming  to  mi- 
fery  and  perdition.     The  Apoftle  informs  us, 

I  ft.    Tfjey  know  not  God,      And, 

adly.   TJ)ey  obey  not  the  GofpeL 

And,  I  ft.  They  knoiu  not  God, 
I.  There  is  hardly  any  fubjedt  within  the  whole 
compafs  of  religion,  concerning  which  people  in 
general  are  fo  grofsly  miftaken  as  the  knozvledge  of 
God.  All  men  profefs  to  know  God,  tho'  alas!  the 
generality  by  unholy  tempers  and  wicked  works, 
contradi(5l  that  profeflion,  and  prove  themfelves  to 

be  entire  ftrangers  to  him.. If  a  man  have  but 

heard  or  read  a  little  about  the  Author  of  his  be- 
ing, if  he  do  but  believe  his  exiftcnce  and  perfec- 
tions, he  forthwith  concludes  that  he  knows  God, 
and  is  very  much  offended  if  you  prcfume  to  call 
his  knowledge  of  him  in  queftion  ?  tho'  at  the 
fiime  time,  this  pretended  acquaintance  with  his 
Maker,  has  no  happy  influence  upon  his  fpirit  and 
behaviour,  but  they  are  juft  the  fame,  which  one 
might  fuppofe  they  would  be,  if  he  were  a  mere 
Atheift  in  the  world. 

E  4  2.  Tho' 
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•2.  Tho'  he  profefTes  to  be  pcrfuadcd  of  the  in- 
finite glory  and  ineffable  majefty  of  the  eternal 
Jehovah,  yet  he  docs  not  inwardly  reverence  and 
humbly  adore  him  ;  but  is  light  and  trifling,  ftupid 
and  infenfible,  perhaps,  even  in  his  immediate 
Prefence,  and  during  the  folemnity  of  his  divine 
wotlhip.  Tho'  he  declares  his  alTcnt  to  the  im- 
maculate holinefs  and  inflexible  juftice  of  .  the 
righteous  Governor  and  final  Judge  of  the  world, 
yt-t  he  is  not  abafed  under  a  fenfe  of  his  finful- 
.j  efs  and  guilt,  nor  does  he  abhor  himfelf  as  id 
duti  and  aflies  ;  but  he  is  proud  and  impenitent, 
])reruming  upon  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  if  his 
life  have  not  been  altogether  blamelefs,  and  laying 
Ijis  own  righteoufnefs  as  the  foundation  of  his  ac- 
ceptance with  God.  Tho'  (he  thinks)  he  has  no 
doubt  at  all  of  the  boundlefs  mercy  and  incom- 
prehenfible  love  of  God  in  Chrift  ;  yet  he  does 
not  chearfully  truft  him  with  humble  confidence, 
and  joyfully  praife  him  with  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments ;  the  pure  flame  of  divine  love  does  not 
glow  upon  the  altar  of  his  heart,  nor  does  he  de- 
vote his  body  and  foul  as  a  living  facrifice  to  God 
by  Jefus  Chriff.  But,  on  the  contrary,  he  def- 
:  ponds  and  repines  under  dark  and  afHi6\ive  difpen- 
fations  of  Providence,  while  he  ungratefully  ad- 
mits the  vain  world,  Jehovah's  rival,  to  Ihare, 
yea,  e>7grofs  his  affe61ions,  and  moft  treachcroufly 
harbours  (in  and  fatan,  the  Lord's  enemies,  in  the 
inmofi:  recefl'es  of  his  foul. 

3.  So  little  is  he  benefited  by  the  knowledge  of 
God.  But,  in  truth,  what  he  poflfefl^es  is  not  the 
knowledge  of  God,  for  if  it  were,  it  would  in- 
fallibly produce  the  efFeds  afcribed  to  this  prm- 
eiple  in  the  word  of  God.  It  would  beget  in  him 
deep  humility  before  God,  entire  confidence  .to- 
wards him,  fervent  love  to  him,  and  univerfal 
obedience  j    in   fhort,    holinefs  and  happincfs,   a 

pledge 
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pledge  and  foretafte  of  eternal  life.  So  we  learn 
from  the  facred  fcriptures.  **  I  have  heard  of 
thee  (fays  Job)  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but 
.now  mine  eye  feeth  thee;  wherefore  I  abhor  my- 
felf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  aHies."  <<  They  that 
know  thy  name  (fays  the  Pfalmift)  will  put  their 
truft  in  thee."  *'  He  that  loveth  not  (adds  St.  John) 
knoweth  not  God,  for  God  is  love.  And  hereby 
xve  know  that  we  know  him,  if  we  keep  his  com- 
mandments. He  that  faith,  I  know  him,  and 
kcepeth  not  his  commandments,  is  a  liar,  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  him."  From  hence  it  appears, 
where  thcfe  efFeds  are  not,  the  true  knowledge  of 
God  is  not:  An  empty  fliadow,  vain  refembJance, 
or  fleeting  idea  of  it,  there  may  be,  but  that  no 
more  deferves  to  be  called  the  knowledge  of  God, 
than  the  (liadow,  picture,  or  idea  of  a  man,  de- 
ferves to  be  called  a  man  ;  and  it  can  no  more  en- 
liven, comfort  or  purify  our  fouls,  than  a  painted 
fire  can  refine  metals  from  their  drofs,  or  revive 
and  warm  our  bodies  ;  or  than  the  motion  of  a 
candle,  can  illuminate  a  dark  room. 

4.  No  :  the  knovi'ledge  of  God  is  an  endow- 
.ment  far  fuperior  to  what  the  generality  imagine  ; 
more  noble  in  its  origlny  excellent  in  its  naturey 
and  happy  in  its  conjeqiieuces.  It  is  born  from 
above  ;  it  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  Oiin- 
ing  within  us  and  enlightening  our  minds.  For 
tho'  all  the  divine  perfections,  efpecially  his  wif- 
dom,  power  and  lo\c,  beam  forth  with  effulgent 
glory  in  all  his  works,  particularly  in  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  world  by  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrill:  ;  yet, 
the  eyes  of  our  underllanding  being  blinded,  we 
ftill  remain  dcflitute  of  the  true  and  faving  know- 
ledge of  God,  till  '*  he  who  commanded  light  to 
Hiine  out  of  darknefs,  llune  into  our  heart  (as  the 
Apollle  cxprtlus  it)  to  give  the  light  cf  the  know- 
ledge of  his  glory,  in  the  face  (or  perfon)  of 
E-5...  Chiift 
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Chrift  Jefus."  Then,  and  not  before,  can  we  tef- 
t'liy  with  St.  John,  **  We  know  that  the  Son  of 
God  is  come,  and  hath  given  us  an  underftanding 
to  know  the  True  One,  and  we  are  in  the  True 
One,  by  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  This  is  the  True 
God  and  eternal  Life." 

5.  And  as  the  knowledge  of  God  is  defccnded 
from  heaven,  fo  is  its  excellent  nature  equal  to  its 
divine  original.  It  is  fuch  an  impreffion  of  God 
upon  the  foul,  and  fuch  a  clear,  full  and  afFeding 
difcovery  of  him  as  transforms  us,  more  or  lefs, 
into  his  divine  likenefs.  It  is  the  beholding  (as  St. 
Paul  fays)  with  unveiled  face,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  in 
ftjoh  a  manner  that  we  **  are  changed  into  the  fame 
image,  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the  Sfilrit  of  the 
Lord  ["  It  is,  thro*  the  teaching  of  his  word  and 
Spirit,  fuch  an  acquaintance  with  God,  in  his  Being 
and  Attributes,  together  with  thofe  relations  in 
which  he  is  pleafed  to  (land  towards  us,  as  pro- 
duces a  correfpondent  temper  of  mind  and  conducft 
of   life  in  us  towards  God. 

6  To  be  a  little  more  particular:  ift,  The 
knowledge  of  God  never  fails  to  humble  us  before 
him.  For  it  implies  fuch  a  view  of  his  nature  and 
perfections,  his  felf-exiftence,  independence,  fove- 
reignty  and  eternity  ;  his  omnifcrence,  omnipotence, 
juliice  and  purity  ;  his  greatnefs  and  goodnefs; 
as  manifefts  in  the  clcareft  light  our  own  ignorance 
and  wcaknefs,  guilt  and  mifery,  and  lays  us  in  the 
very  diifl  in  his  prefence,  **  Woe  is  me,  for  I  am 
undone  (faid  Ifaiab)  for  I  am  a  man  of  unclean 
lips,  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King,  the  Lorci 
of  Hofls.  "  *<  Behold  I  am  vile,  (faid  Job  on  a 
like  occafion),  what  fliall  1  anfwer  thee  P  1  will 
lay  mine  hand  upon  my  mouth.  " — We  never  fee 
fupericr  excellence  but  we  are  abafcd  by  the  com- 
paiifon  :  We  never  rcfle6^  on  the  perfedion  and 
happinefs  of  an  holy  angel  or  glorified  faint ;  nay 
we  never  come  into  the  company  of  an  eminently 

holy 
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holy  man,  tho'  he  is  ftill  encompafled  with  Infir- 
mity, but  we  are  more  or  lefs  humbled.  How 
much  more  then,  muft  we  be  humbled  at  the  fight 
and  in  the  prefence  of  that  Being ,  who  is  the  one 
fource  of  pcrfe6tion  and  happinefs  to  all  his  crea- 
tures, and  in  comparifon  of  whom  the  whole  cir- 
cle of  created  excellence  is  no  more  than  a  drop 
to  the  immcnfc  ocean  1  And  tho'  we  only  fee  him 
thro'  a  glafs  darkly,  while  in  this  world,  and 
therefore  cannot  feel  fuch  a  depth  of  felf  abafe- 
ment,  as  thofe  heavenly  Beings  feel  who  fee  him 
as  he  isy  and  who,  covering  their  faces  with  their 
wings,  fall  proltrate  in  his  prefence,  and  reft  not 
day  nor  night,  crying,  <*  Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord 
God  of  hofts !  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  thy 
glory  !"  yet  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  our  ac- 
(juaintance  with  him,  we  Ihall  be  afliamed  and 
humbled  before  him  ;  efpecially  corifidering  our 
fins  againft  him,  and  the  corruption  and  dcpraviry 
of  our  whole  nature,  which  renders  us  utterly  unfit 
for  converfe  with  him,  and  deferving  of  his  eter- 
nal difpleafure.  Surely  a  fenfe  of  this,  at  leaft, 
muft  lay  us  at  his  feet,  and  make  us  own  with  the 
Prophet,  **  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  we  are  not 
confumcd,  bccaufc  his  compaflions  fail  not.  " 

"  I  loathe  my  felf  when  him  I  fee, 

**   And  into  nothing  fall  ;     * 
**  Am  loll  and  Avallow'd  up  in  thee, 

"  My  God,  my  all  in  all ! 

"  My  humbled  foul,  when  thou  art  near, 

•*   In  dull:  and  a(hcs  lies  : 
**   How  fhall  I  in  thy  light  appear, 

*'  Or  meet  thy  purer  eyes  1  " 

Another  never-failing  fruit  of  the  knowIe(?ge 

jod,  Is  Confidence  in  hi?n.      **  They  that  know 

thy  name  (fays  the  Pialmiil)  will  put  their  truft  in 

thee."     The  reafon  of  this  is  evident.     They  that 

E  6  know 
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know  him,  know  him  to  be  infinite  in  wifdom,  and' 
power,  and  goodnefs.  They  know  him  to  be  fo 
wife  as  to  be  perfedtly  acquainted  with  all  their 
M'anrs,  fo  powerful  as  to  be  well  able  to  fupply  thofe 
wants,  and  fo  gracious,  tliat  he  will  withhold  no- 
thing good  from  thofe  that  walk  uprightly.  And 
tho'  their  fins  againrt  him  ir»ight  give  them  juft 
caufe  to  dread  that  wrath  which  they  fee  they  have, 
merited,  and  beget  in  their  minds  painful  fufpi- 
ciuns  and  diftrcfling  fears  ;  yet  when  they  know 
that  "  he  hath  fo  loved  the  world  as  to  give  hi& 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him 
may  not  pcrifli,  but  have  everlafiing  life  ;  "  and 
when,  being  fully  convinced  of  fin,  they  believe  in 
Chrifl:  with  a  faith  of  the  operation  of  (lod,  and 
are  jufiified  by  the  faith  of  Chrifi  : — then  does 
their  dread  of  God's  dtfpleafure  give  place  to  a 
fenfe  of  his  favour,  and  their  doubts  and  fears  re- 
fpeciing  his  goodnefs,  yield  to  a  confidence  in  his 
mercy,  manifefied  in  the  pardon  of  all  their  fins 
thro'  Jefus  Chrifi-.     And  then 

■''  All  the  clouds 

Which  confcious  guilt  fpread  o'er  their  fliadd'ring 

''  fouls 
Vanish  before  his  reconciling  eyes." 

Thus  knowing  God  as  a  reconciled  Father,  M^ha 
has  accepted  them  thro'  the  Beloved,  and  made 
them  his  children  by  adoption  and  grace,  they 
trufi:  in  him  for  dire6^ion  in  all  difficulties,  pro- 
te6\ion  in  ail  dangers,  fuccour  in  all  troubles,  and 
a  fupply  of  all  their  wants.  And  tho'  they  know 
they  (hall  not  be  without  chaftifement,  (for  what 
fon  is  he  whom  his  father  chafieneth  not  ?)  yet  do 
they  know  alfo.  that  their  heavenly  Father  choj- 
t'ljeth  tbemy  not  ivillinglyy  but  for  their  profit y  and 
are  perfuadcd  that  all  things  Jhall  work  together  for 
their  goody  as  they  are  confcious  that  they  Uvs 
God. 

8.The 
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8.  This  leads  me  to  mention  another  particu- 
lar, never  to  be  feparated  from  the  knowledge  of 
God,  which  is,  the  Love  of  God.  For  **  Love  is 
of  God,  (fays  St.  John)  and  every  one  that  loveth 
is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth  God  :  He  that 
loveth  not,  knoweth  not  God,  for  God  is  love." 
When  the  Apoftle  fays,  God  is  love,  he  means 
both  that  God  is  lovely  in  himfelf,  and  alfo  that 
he  is  loving  to  us.  In  his  own  nature  he  is  amia- 
ble, excellent,  yea,  abfolutely  perfed;  and  to  all 
the  creatures  he  hath  made,  to  mankind  in  parti- 
cular, he  is  infinitely  gracious  and  beneficent ; 
Therefore  it  is  in  the  nature  of  things  impoflible 
to  be  acquainted  with  him  and  not  to  love  him. 
Nor  fliall  our  love  to  this  greateft  and  beft  of  Be- 
ings be  merely  a  love  of  ejieem  due  to  his  infinite 
perfe61ions,  or  even  a  love  of  deftre  arifing  from  a 
fenfe  of  our  want  of  his  prefence  and  favour  :  but, 
over  and  above  this,  we  fhall  alfo  love  him  with 
a  love  of  delight.  We  fliall  take  complacency  in 
his  divine  attributes,  and  in  thofe  relations  in 
which  he  is  pleafed  to  ftand  to  us  as  our  Father 
and  our  Friend,  and  fhall  find  our  happinefs  in 
lellowfhip  with  him.  We  fhall  be  able  to  adopt 
the  words  of  Jeremiah,  faying,  "  The  Lord  is 
my  portion  faith  my  foul,  therefore  will  1  hope  in 
him,"  and  thofe  of  the  Pialmifi-,  <<  The  Lord  is 
the  lot  of  mine  inheritance,  and  the  portion  of  my 
cup  :  the  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  pleafant  places^ 
yea,   I  have  a  goodly  heritage." 

9.  One  thing  more  I  fhall  notice  here  as  a  con- 
flant  fruit  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  that  is 
Obedience.  For  *'  He  that  faith  he  knoweth  God 
and  keepefh  not  his  commandments,  is  a  liar, 
and  the  truth  is  not  in  him."  So  tefiifies  the  be- 
loved Difciple,  and  alfo  adds,  that  **  Plercby  we 
know  that  we  know  him,  if  we  keep  his  com- 
inandmcnts."     And   the  fame  is  the  moft  fure  and 

infallible 
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infallible  proof  of  our  Jove  likewife,  for  **  This 
is  the  love  of  God,  fays  the  fame  Apoftle,  **  that 
"we  keep  his  commandments;"  and,  **He  that  hath 
my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them  ^declares 
the  faithful  and  true  Witnefs)  he  it  is  that  loveth 
me."  So  that  a  confcientious  care  to  keep  all  the 
commandments  of  God,  even  thofe  which  flefli 
and  blood  diflike  moil,  and  to  walk  in  ;-:ll  vi^ell- 
pleafing  before  him  from  day  to  day,  is  a  never 
failing  confequence  of  our  knowledge  of  God,  and 
love  to  him  ;  and  then^  and  only  then,  **  Oiall  we 
not  be  afliamed"  of  profefling  thefe  endowment?, 
**  when  we  have  refpe6l  to  all  his  command- 
ments," and  **  keep  a  confcience  void  of  offence 
towards  God  and  towards  man." 

ID.  And  here  I  cannot  but  obferve,  upon  the 
whole,  how  well  the  fcriptures  guard  tlie  know- 
ledge of  God  (which  is  only  another  word  for 
true  religion)  on  all  fides  againft  the  falfc  claims, 
which  deluded  men  put  in  for  it  from  oppo- 
fite  quarters.  The  felt-righteous  Pharifee,  who 
lays  his  own  works,  of  which  he  has  a  mif- 
taken  opinion,  as  the  foundation  of  his  accep- 
tance with  God,  is  cut  off  by  the  two  firfl  of  the 
particulars  I  have  mentioned,  for  he  is  neither 
abafed  before  God  for  his  fins,  nor  has  he  an  hum- 
ble confidence  in  the  divine  mercy.  The  third 
of  thefe  marks,  (hews  the  cmprinefs  of  the  For- 
malijVs  boafi,  whofe  lukewarm  heart  and  trifling 
fpirit  tefiify  againft  him,  that  he  has  not  the  love 
of  God  in  him.  And  as  for  the  Antlnomiariy  who 
**  makes  void  the  law  thro*  faith,"  and  **  con- 
tinues in  fin  becaufe  grace  abounds,"  he  finds  his 
reproof  and  condemnation  in  the  lafi:  particular. 
For  tho'  he  **  fays  he  knows  God,"  (and  indeed 
he  has  need  to  Jay  it,  for  no  one  would  have  in- 
ferred it  from  his  life,)  yet  becaufe  he  <'  keepeth 
not, his  commandments,"  we  are  fure  that  **  he  is 
a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him." 

II.  Frora 
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Ti.  From  this  account  of  the  knowledge  of 
God,  and  its  infeparable  effedts,  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
who  they  are  that  know  him  not,  and  of  confe- 
quence  who  they  are  upon  whom  Chrift,  at  his 
Second  Coming,  will  take  vengeance.  They  arc 
thole  who  have  no  higher  and  better  acquaintance 
with^God,  than  that  which  they  have  attained  by 
the  exercife  of  their  natural  faculties  and  rational 
powers,  in  the  confideration  of  his  word  and 
works,  having  never  received  the  **  Spirit  of  wif- 
dom  and  revelation  (as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks,  Eph# 
i.  17.)  in  the  knowledge  of  him."  They  are  thofe 
who  have  never  (as  it  were)  fcen  hiin  by  faith, 
or  been  inwardly  enlightened  with  a  difcovery  of 
his  glorious  perfedions,  and  therefore  do  not 
**  abhor  themfelves,  and  repent  as  in  dufl  and 
afhes."  They  are  thofe  who  do  not  know 
**  God  in  Chrift  reconciling  them  unto  himfelf, 
not  imputing  their  trefpalTcs  unto  them  ;"  and 
therefore  not  being  perfuadcd  that  he  is  **  pacified 
towards  them  after  all  they  have  done,"  they  do 
not  truft  in  him  as  a  tender  Father  and  a  faithful 
Friend,  in  covenant  with  them  thro'  Jefus  Chrift, 
They  are  thofe  who  do  not  "  behold  what  manner 
of  love  the  Father  hath  beflovved  upon  them," 
and  therefore  do  not  confcioufly  '*  love  him,  who 
hath  firft  loved  them."  They  are  thofe,  laflly, 
who  perhaps  **  /"^^(A  ^^  knoiv  Gody^  but  <*  by 
works  deny  hi'my"  not  keeping  his  command- 
ments, or  keeping  them  merely  in  external  things, 
and  that  with  rclu6lance,  from  a  principle  of 
flavifli  fear,  as  tho'  God  were  an  hard  mailer, 
and  as  tho'  obedience  to  him  were  a  tafk  enjoined, 
which  it  would  be  our  interefl  and  happinefs  to  be 
cxcufed  from  performing. — Upon  all  fuch  will 
Chrift,   when  he  is  revealed,   take  vengeance. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  oihcr  particular  mentioned 

in 
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in   our   text,    concerning   the  charader  of   thofe 
whom  our  Lord  will  condemn. 

II.   They  ohey  not  the  Go/pel  of  Chrijl,  . 

A  few  obfervations  on  this  point,  will  greatly  il- 
luftrate  what  has  already  been  advanced,  and  enable 
us  flill  better  to  judge  concerning  our  true  ftate 
and  condition.  I  mean  to  purfue  the  fame  method 
1  did  under  the  former  head,  (hewing  pofitively 
what  is  implied  in  obeying  the  go/pel,  that  we  may 
infer  from  thence  who  they  are  that  dijohcy  it. 

1.  It  will  be  ealily  underftood  what  is  meant  by 
cheying  the  gofpel^  if  we  confider  what  the  gofpel  is. 
And  this  may  be  learnt,  in  fome  meafure,  even 
from  the  original  word,  (tranflated  Gofpel  in  the 
New  Teftament,)  which,  it  is  well  known,  figni- 
fies  Good  Newsy  or  Glad  Tidings.  Accordingly, 
"what  is  termed,  gofpel  in  the  4th  of  St.  Luke,  is 
tranflated  good  tidings  in  the  51ft  of  Ifaiah  ;  and 
the  preachers  of  the  gofpel  are  reprefented  in  the 
fame  chapter  [wqx.  'yth)  as  bringing  ^*-  good  tidings y* 
2ls  piibli/hing  peace y  as  bringing  good  tidings  of  good, 
as  publijhing  fahation.  This  then  is  the  very  cU 
fence  of  the  gofpel,  Good  Tidings,  or  Tidings  of  good, 
even  of  peace  and  falvation,  of  peace  with  God, 
and  falvation  from  fin  and  mifery.  To  explain 
this  a  little. 

2.  The  gofpel  brings  us  tidings  of  forgivenefs  of 
fins  and  acceptance  with  God,  of  free  and  full  juf- 
tification,  thro'  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus.  It  allows 
indeed,  nay  teftifies,  that  **  there  is  none  righteous 
(by  na<ture)  no  not  one,  that  all  have  finned  and 
come  (hort  of  the  glory  of  God,  that  the  whole 
world  is  guilty  before  God,  that  the  wrath  of  God 
\s  revealed  from  heaven  againft  all  the  ungodlincfs 
and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men.  "  And  in  confequence 
of  this,  it  declares,  **  that  by  the  deeds  of  the  law 
Ih^ll  no  fielh  living  "be  juftilied  in  his  fight."    But 

then 
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then  at  the  fame  time  it  affures  us,  that  "  God 
hath  fet  forth  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  thro' 
faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs 
(both  his  juftice  and  mercy)  for  the  remifficn  of 
lins  that  are  paft,  thro'  the  forbearance  of  God." 
It  affifiris,  that  **  God  was  in  Chrifl:  reconciling 
the  w<  rid  to  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpaflcs 
unto  them  ;'*  and  that  he  *<  hath  committed  to  his 
fcrvants  the  word  of  reconciliation."  And  hence 
they  agree  to  offer  pardoning  mercy  to  all  penitent 
finncrs,  and  to  bear  witncfs,  that  **  whofoever  be- 
lieveth  in  Chrift  doth  receive  forgivencfs  of  11ns  ;" 
yea,  that  **  by  him  all  that  believe  are  juflilkd 
iVom  all  things,  from  which  they  could  not  b« 
jul^ified"  by  their  own  obedience. 

3.  Hence  it  appears  what  it  is  to  obey  the  gof- 
pcl  in  this  view  of  it,  as  it  is  a  manifeftation  of 
pardoning  mercy  thro'  a  Mediator.  It  is,  ift.  To 
fee  and  feel  ourfelvcs  guilty  before  God,  and 
therefore  to  renounce  all  confidence  in  our  own 
righteoufnefs,  from  a  convi(51ion  of  its  infufficiency 
for  our  juftification.  It  is,  2d'y,  To  apply  to  the 
all  fuflicient  merits  of  our  Redeemer  with  peni- 
ttnt  hearts,  forfaking  our  fins,  and  putting  our 
vvhole  truft  in  him  for  falvation  prefent  and  eter- 
nal. It  is  3dly,  Firmly  to  believe  and  appropriate 
to  ourfelvcs  God's  gracious  promifes  of  pardon 
and  everlalling  life  made  to  us  for  his  fake.  1  his 
is  implied  in  believing  in  Chrift,  and  all  who 
thus  believe,  are  **  juftified  by  the  faith  of  Chrifl," 
and,   in  this  refpedl",  ohy  the  go/pel. 

4.  Indeed  we  cannot  thus  believe  of  ourfelves  ; 
but  then  for  our  comfort  the  gofpel  is  further  a 
difpcnfation  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  given  to  work 
this  faith  in  us,  witnefs  this  juflification  to  our 
fouls,  and  fan6^ifying  our  nature,  to  reftore  us  to 
that  image  of  God  in  which  we  were  originally 
created.  It  fuppofes  that  our  **  fins  have  fepa- 
raied  between   us  and  God,"  and  caufed  him  to 

hide 
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hide  his  face  from  us,  whence  *<  we  are  alienated 
from  the  life  of  God,  and  even  dead  in  trefpaffes 
and  fins."  It  takes  for  granted  (and  well  it  may, 
for  it  is  matter  of  daily  and  univerfal  obfervation, 
confirmed  by  experience)  that  we  are  altogether 
depraved  and  polluted  thro'  fin,  infomach  that 
*<  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts 
is  only  evil,  and  that  continually  ; "  from  which 
corrupt  fountain  the  moft  pernicious  ftreams  are 
perpetually  flowing;  fo  that  we  are  earthly,  fen- 
fual  and  devilifh,  all  our  tempers,  words,  and 
works  being  in  dire6t  oppofition  to  the  law  of 
God. — But  then,  notwithftanding,  yea  becaufe  of 
this  depravity  and  ruin  of  our  once  pure  and  per- 
fe6t  nature,  and,  with  a  view  to  its  removal,  it 
informs  us  that  as  Chrift  **  died  for  our  fins,  and 
rofe  again  for  our  juftification,"  fo  <*  being  exalted 
to  the  Father's  right  hand,  he  hath  received  the 
promife  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,"  which  he  **  (beds 
forth  abundantly"  on  the  children  of  men,  invit- 
ing all  that  thirftf  yea,  and  whofoever  willy  to  com© 
and  partake  of  it. 

5.  Now  this  Spirit  is  an  univerfal  remedy  for  all 
the  diforders  of  our  fallen  nature. — Hereby  the 
darknefs  is  removed  from  our  minds,  and  the  hard- 
nefs  from  our  hearts  ;  our  underfianding  is  enlight- 
ened, our  will  fubdued,  our  afFeclions  fet  upon- 
things  above,  and  all  our  unholy  tempers  and  cor- 
rupt inclinations  purged  away.  Hereby  we  **  die 
unto  fin,  and  live  unto  righteoufnefs  ;"  *^  put  off 
the  old  man,  and  put  on  the  new."  By  this,  the 
divine  nature  is  communicated  to  us,  and  the  di- 
vine image  flampt  upon  us  ;  we  are  transformed 
into  the  likenefs,  and  conformed  to  the  will  of 
God.  Here  wifdom  lights  her  lamp,  and  from 
hence  love  kindles  her  fire.  This  feeds  the  flames 
of  devotion,  and  without  this,  prayer  and  praife 
arc  cold  and  languid.     By  this,  the  life  of  God  is 

opened 
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Opened  in  the  foul,  and  the  kingdom  of  God  fet 
up  in  the  heart.  Being  joined  to  the  Lord,  we 
become  one  fpirit  with  him,  and  we  dwell  in  him 
and  he  in  us.  In  a  word,  heaven  is  brought  down 
upon  earth,  and  an  earneft  of  our  future  inheri- 
tance is  given  us,  until  the  full  redemption  of  th« 
purchafed  pofleflion. 

6.  But  be  it  obfcrved,  tho'  this  Spirit  more  or 
lefs  enlightens  and  ftrives  with  all  (as  appears  not 
only  from  fcripture,  but  alfo  from  experience,  all 
men,  the  moft  abandoned  not  excepted,  having, 
at  one  time  or  another,  felt  rcmorfe  on  account  of 
fin,  and  fome  defire  after  holinefs,)  yet  in  thefe 
his  Javing  influences,  he  is  only  imparted  to  thofe 
who  follow  his  drawings,  and  comply  with  his  de- 
fign.  For  this  Spirit  of  light  and  love  does  not 
operate  upon  us  as  if  we  were  inanimate  matter, 
lifelefs  and  inadive,  but  as  rational  creatures,  en- 
dowed with  a  power  to  yield  tOy  or  reftjl  his  facred 
operations.  Accordingly,  we  are  exhorted  not  to 
grieve  nor  quench  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  by  op- 
pofing  his  work  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  working 
■with  him,  <*  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body, 
that  we  may  live."  And  **  living  in  the  Spirit," 
we  are  further  diredted  to  <<  walk  in  the  Spirit,'* 
that  is,  to  fufl^cr  ourfelves  to  be  led  by  him  into 
all  truth,  holinefs,  and  happinefs,  that  we  may 
bring  forth  all  his  bleffed  fruits,  and  abound  in 
every  holy  temper,  word,  and  work — And  this  is 
the  very  thing  implied  \v\  obeying  the  gojpel  \n  ihxs 
fecond  view  of  it,  as  it  is  a  dijpenjation  of  the 
Spirit, 

7.  Thus  fhall  we  be  obedient  to  the  gofpel  in 
every  other  refpe(5l.  We  fhall  be  delivered  (as 
it  were)  into  the  mould  of  its  DoBrineSy  every 
feature  and  lineament  of  it  being  infcribed  upon 
us.  We  fhall  revere  its  ThreainingSy  and  fleadily 
guard  agalnft  that  temper  and  condu6\  which  would 

expofc 
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expofe  us  to  the  execution  of  them.  We  (hall 
obey  all  its  Commands  with  fidelity  and  chearful- 
nefs,  rejoicing  hereby  to  (liew  our  love  to  our  glo- 
rious Redeemer.  We  fhall  cordially  embrace  its 
exceeding  great  and  precious  PromifeSy  earneftly  de- 
firing  and  expeding  their  full  accomplifiiment. 
And  in  the  mean  time,  we  (hall  calmly,  yea  and 
joyfully,  fuffer  all  the  obloquy,  reproach,  and 
perfecution  to  which  our  profefllon  may  lay  us 
open,  **  knowing  that  our  reward  is  great  in 
heaven."  Laftly,  for  this  reward^  with  all  the 
blifs  and  glory  prepared  for  the  children  of  God, 
we  fhall  patiently  wait,  longing  and  looking  for 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  from  heaven,  to  put  a 
final  period  to  our  time  of  trial  and  fuffering,  and 
**  receive  us  to  himfelf,  (hat  where  he  is  we  may 
be  alfo." 

Thefe  particulars  might  have  been  enlarged  Up- 
ton for  the  further  illuftratlon  of  this  head  ;  but  as 
this  would  open  up  too  much  matter  to  be  com- 
prized in  one  fermon  ;  I  beg  leave  to  fum  up  what 
has  already  been  advanced  by  way  of  enquiry,  and 
fo  to  conclude  this  plain  but  interefting  Difcourfe. 

i.  I  afk  thee,  then,  whofoever  thou  art  that 
readeft  thefe  lines,  haft  thou  the  foundation  of  all 
true  religion  ?  Doft  thou  know  the  only  true  God  P 
Has  he  been  revealed  to  thy  inmoft  foul  by  his  Holy 
Spirit  in  all  his  divine  perfe6lions  ?  And  has  this 
manifeftation  of  him  been  effedlual  to  transform 
thee  (in  fome  meafurc  at  leaft)  into  his  image,  and 
render  thee  a  true  follower  of  God  ?  Has  it  hum- 
bled thy  pride  and  covered  thee  with  (hame,  fcat- 
tered  thy  fears  and  infpired  thee  with  confidence, 
deftroyed  thy  idols  and  united  thy  heart  to  the 
Source  of  all  beauty  and  goodnefs  ?  Doft  thoii 
know  him  in  his  holinefs  and  jufticcy  and  art  thou 
convinced  of  fin?  In  \\\^  mercy  and  love^  and  art 
ithou  reconciled  to  him  ?  Has  he  difcovered  him- 
felf" 
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fclf  to  thee  as  thy  Friend^  who  is  pacified  towards 
thee  after  all  thou  haft  done?  As  thy  Father,  who 
has  made  thee  his  child,  and  given  thee  the  fpirit 
of  adoption  in  thy  heart  ?  And  as  thy  God,  who 
has  taken  thee  into  covenant  with  himfelf,  through 
Chrift,  and  is  become  thy  portion  and  treafure  in 
time  and  in  eternity  ? 

2.  I  a(k  further,  Doft  thou  not  only  <*  know 
the  only  true  God,"  but  <<  Jefus  Chrift  alfo,  whom 
he  hath  fent,"  the  only  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  in  whom  dwelleth  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead, 
and  in  whom  alone  there  is  falvation  for  a  loft: 
-world  ?  In  other  words,  Doft  thou  obey  the  go/pel ^ 
and  is  it  become  the  power  of  God  to  thy  falvation  ? 
Haft  thou  feen  and  felt  thy  abfolute  need  of  the  in- 
comparable bleflings  it  offers,  free  juftification, 
through  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  entire  fan*ftifica* 
tion  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ?  And  haft  thou  account- 
ed tidings  of  thefe  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift, 
**  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  ?  "  Hart  thou  beheld 
thyfelf  to  be  a  guilty,  helplefs,  perifhing  (inner, 
condemned  by  thy  own  confcience,  accurfcd  by 
God's  holy  law,  expofed  to  his  fierce  wrath,  and 
obnoxious  to  eternal  mifery  ? — In  this  wretched 
fituation,  haft  thou  eagerly  heard,  and  joyfully 
believed,  the  moft  gracious  proclamation  of  par- 
don, made  by  the  Ambafladors  of  the  King  of 
Heaven  ?  Haft  <<  thou  believed  in  Chrift  that 
thou  mighteft  be  juftified  by  the  faith  of  Chrift  ?" 
And  doft  thou  daily  evidence  the  truth  of  thy 
faith  by  thy  works  ?  Profefllng  <*  to  be  juftified 
by  Chrift,"  art  thou  not  *<  found  a  finner,"  continu- 
ing in  fin,  but  being  "  made  free  from  fin,  art  thou 
become  a  fervant  to  righteoufnefs  ?"  Haft  thou  re- 
ceived the  Holy  Ghoft  fince  thou  believedft,"  and 
has  that  Spirit  of  Grace  enlightened,  quickened, 
and  purified  thy  foul  ?      Doft  thou    «   live  and 

walk 
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walk  in  the  Spirit,"  and  is  thy  «  converfation 
fuch  as  becometh  the  gofpel  ?  Doft  thou  **  walk 
worthy  of  the  Lord,  unto  all  pleafing,  being 
fruitful  in  every  good  work,  and  encreafing  in  the 
knowledge  of  God  ?" 

3.  Be  it  known  unto  thee,  whofoever  thou  art 
of  whatever  fentiment,  of  whatever  denomination, 
of  whatever  party,  if  thou  canft  not  anfwer  thefe 
queftions  in  the  affirmative,  if  thou  doft  not 
know  God  and  obey  the  gofpel,  as  has  been  de- 
fcribed,  thou  art  at  prefent  moft  certainly  one  of 
thofe  upon  whom  Chritl,  when  he  cometh,  will 
take  vengeance.  But,  bleffed  be  God,  thou  doft 
not  need  to  remain  fuch.  Thou  haft  it  in  thy 
power,  thro*  the  tender  mercy  of  our  God,  to 
**  acquaint  thyfelf  with  him,  and  be  at  peace,** 
that  after  all,  *<  good  may  come  unto  thee.'* 
Only  let  there  be  no  delay  :  forthwith  **  come 
out  from  among  the  wicked,  be  feparate,  and 
touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  he  will  receive 
thee,  and  will  be  a  Father  unto  thee.'*  **  Draw- 
nigh  to  God,"  thro'  Chrift,  <<  in  that  new  and 
living  way"  of  faith,  *'  which  he  hath  confe- 
crated  for  thee,"  and  he  *«  will  draw  nigh  to 
thee  :"  he  will  Jheiv  thee  his  glory  :  will  <*  manifeft 
himfelf  to  thee  as  he  does  not  unto  the  world  ;" 
and  thou  ibalt  know  him,  whom  to  know  is  life 
€temaly  while  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  becomes  the 
M^x'j  gate  of  heaven  to  thy  believing  foul. 
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*^  The  Lord  Jefus  (hall  be  revealed  from  heaven, 
with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 
obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl ; 
who  fliall  be  punifhed  with  everlafting  deftruc- 
tion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from 
the  glory  of  his  power." 

I.  ¥T  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  account  here 
A  given  us  by  the  ApoUe,  of  the  Revelation 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  eternally  awful  confe- 
fjuences  of  it,  he  reprefents  our  Lord's  Second 
Coming  to  be  rather  in  order  to  the  falvation  of 
his  own  people,  than  the  punifliment  of  the 
wicked.  For  altho'  he  mentions  his  taking  ven- 
geance on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not 
the  gofpel,  he  declares  in  the  loth  verfe,  that 
the  end,  the  principal  end  of  his  coming  is,  that 
he  *<  may  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  admired 
of  all  that  believe." 

2.  How 


120  THE    FUTURE    MISERY 

2.  How  plain  is  it  from  hence,  as  well  as  from 
a  thoufand  other  confidcrations,  that  mercy  is  our 
Lord's  darling  attribute,  and  that  judgment  is  his 
Grange  work.  He  delights  to  difpenfe  pardons  and 
confer  rewards ;  but  it  is  with  relu6lance  that  he 
pafTes  fentence  of  condemnation,  or  inflidls  punirti- 
ment  on  any.  From  the  Apoftle's  manner  of  re- 
prefenting  the  matter,  one  would  conclude  that  he 
would  much  rather  pafs  the  ungodly  by,  did  not 
the  unchangeable  perfedlions  of  his  nature,  the  di- 
vine authority  of  his  laws,  and  the  unalterable 
rights  of  his  government,  oblige  him  to  call  them 
into  Judgment.  But  inafmuch  as  all  his  other  at- 
tributes mufl  be  manifefled  and  honoured,  as  well 
as  his  love,  his  law  magnified,  and  the  equity  of 
his  government  maintained;  therefore  he  muft  and 
will  *«  render  to  every  man  according  to  ];is  works: 
to  them  who,  by  patient  continuance  Tn  well  doing, 
feek  for  glory,  honour,  and  immo*rtality,  eternal 
life  ;  but  to  them  that  are  contentious,  and  do  not 
obey  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteoufnefs,  indigna- 
tion and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguifli  upon  every 
foul  of  man  who  worketh  evil,  of  the  Jew  firfl,  and 
alfo  of  the  Gentile,  for  there  is  no  refpe61  of  per- 
fons  with  God.  "  As  certainly  as  he  will  account 
his  faints  zvorthy  through  his  own  worthinefs,  *'  of 
the  kingdom  for  which  they  fuffer,"  fo  certainly, 
**  when  he  is  revealed,  with  his  mighty  angels,  in 
flaming  fire,  will  he  take  vengeance  on  them  that 
know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel.' 

In  two  former  difcourfes  on  thefe  words,  the 
Certainty  and  Manner  of  our  Lord's  Second  Com- 
ing, as  alfo  the  CharaSier  of  thofe  whom  he 
will  then  condemn,  have  been  particularly  con- 
fidered.  I  now  proceed,  as  was  propofed,  to 
ihew, 

;    111.  The  Nature  and  Duration  of  their  mifcry. 
3ut  that  we  may  jufiify  the  ways  of  God  to  man, 

and 
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and  prevent  any  abufe  which  might  be  made  of 
tliis  do6lrine  to  the  difparagemcnt  of  the  Divine 
Goodnefs,  I  think  it  proper  to  prcmife  a  few  words 
concerning  the  Reajon  of  their  condemnation  and 
punifhment. 

I.  This  is  fignificd  in  the  words  of  our  text, 
which  fpeak  of  Chrift's  *<  taking  vengeance  on 
them,"  and  "  punifliing  them."  The  exprcdion* 
fefpecially  in  the  original,)  intimate  an  unbecom- 
ing and  injurious  condu6l  in  them  towards  God, 
"which  being  examined  into,  they  now  receive  the 
due  reward  of  their  deeds.  Enquire  we  then  what 
their  condu6l  has  been,  and  we  fliall  cafily  fee  the 
reafon  of  their  mifery.  And  here  1  do  not  men- 
tion their  violation  of  the  law  of  innocence  or 
covenant  of  works,  made  with  our  firft  parents  be- 
fore their  fall,  becaufe  the  Scriptures  no  where 
(that  I  remember)  reprefent  this  as  the  caufe  of 
the  condemnation  of  any  at  the  day  of  judgment. 
But  with  our  Lord,  1  obferve,  **  This  is  the  con- 
demnation," the  reafon  of  the  condemnation  of 
thofc  who  perifh,  *'  that  light  is  come  into  the 
world,  and  men  love  darhnefs  rather  than  light, 
their  deeds  being  evil."  They  <<  rejecled  the 
counfel  of  God  againil:  themfelves;"  they  negJcSfcd 
the  gofpel  Jalvation  \  **  they  would  not  come  unto 
Chrirt  that  they  might  have  life  ;"  they  refufed 
**  him  to  reign  over  them  \'  they  buried,  inftead 
of  improving,  their  talent  of  light  and  power, 
flighted  the  divine  mercy,  **  counted  the  blood  of 
the  covenant  a  common  thing,"  i.  e.  they  trifled 
with  and  nbufed  it,  and  did  final  defpite  to  the 
Spirit  of  Grace,"  and  therefore,  they  are  con- 
demned. Or,  in  the  language  of  our  text,  Chrift, 
takes  vengeance  on  them  becaufe  they  hneiv  not 
Gody  when  they  might  have  known  him,  and 
obeyed  not  the  gofpel y  whereas  they  might  have  been 
obedient  unto  it.  Or,  in  plainer  words  llill,  he 
F  dooms 
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dooms  them  unto  cvcrlaPanor  fire:  not  becaufe 
lie  api)oinred  them  to  wrath,  and  decreed  their 
damnation  before  they  were  born,  but  becaufe  he 
zvQuId  have  faved  them,  and  they  tVQuId  not ,  chuf- 
ing  death  rather  than  life,  and  curfing  rather  than 
blcfling  ! 

2-  And  that  you  may  be  able  to  form  fome  idea 
(tho'  after  all  it  will  be  faint  and  inadequate)  of 
the  divine  juilice  manifefled  in  their  punifliment, 
conllder  both  the  condud  of  God  towards  them, 
and  theirs  in  return  towards  him.  Confider  the 
Love  of  the  Father  in  giving  his  only  begotten 
Son,  and  expofing  him  to  the  mofl  dreadful  fuf- 
ferings  and  ignominious  death  for  thofe  wretched 
finners,  who  had  abufed  his  mercies,  broken  his 
laws,  trampled  under  foot  his  authority,  and  re* 
belled  againft  his  government.  Confider  the  Son 
of  God  empt}ing  himfelf  of  his  glory  and  happi- 
nefs,  alTuming  cur  frail  nature  in  its  meaneft  form, 
and  at  laH:  fubmitting  to  pain  and  fhame  in  their 
greaiefl  extrem.ities  ;  and  all  this  for  his  bitteref^ 
enemies,  who  flighted  his  dying  love,  refufed  his 
mild  government,  and  even  embrued  their  hands 
in  his  mofl:  precious  blood,  or  daily  crucified  him 
afrefh  :  Confider  the  holy  Spirit  of  grace  operat- 
ing in  various  ways,  and  at  diflferent  times  ;  en- 
lightening, awakening,  convincing  ;  alarming  with 
fear,  alluring  with  hope,  drawing  with  love ; 
comforting  in  trouble,  lirengthening  in  weaknefs, 
fuccouring  in  temptation;  and  this  with  a  view 
to  beget  repentance,  faith,  and  holinefs  in  the 
foul,  as  a  Spirit  of  Adoption  to  cry  in  us  **  Abba, 
Father,"  to  feal  us  to  the  day  of  redemption,  and 
give  us  an  earned  of  our  future  inheritance  in  our 
hearts.  Confider  him  as  perfifiing  in  thefe  kind 
offices  notwithftanding  all  the  negle&y  contempt 
and  contumely  wherewith  we  treat  him  ;  notwith- 
tianding  we  (hut  our  eyes  againft  his  light,  ftop 

our 
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our  cars  to  his  calls,  flight  his  love,  reje(5l  his 
i:ivours,  and  qutnch  his  motions;  inviting  the 
moft  impure  luf^s  and  diabolical  tempers,  to  fup-. 
ply  the  place  of  his  fpiritual  graces,  and  enter- 
taining the  foul  fiend  of  hell  in  the  inmofl:  recefles 
cf  our  fouls,  which  fliouUi  be  kept  facrcd  to  this 
heavenly  inhabitant.  In  fliorr,  conlider  the  amai- 
ing  plan  of  our  redemption  from  firft  to  lal^,  ia 
'all  its  wonderful  variety,  in  all  its  myrterious 
grace:  Confidcr  the  abyfs  of  guilt  and  niifery 
where  it  finds  us,  and  from  whence  it  delivers  us  ; 
the  height  of  blifs  and  glory  to  which  it  advance* 
us,  and  in  which  it  eftablifhes  us  ;  together  with 
the  aftonifliing  procefs  of  divine  love  in  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  this  great  and  good  work.  In  a 
V'ord,  confider  the  greatnefs  of  this  falvation  pro- 
vided for  us,  and  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpel  ;  and 
then  fay  v»hat  punifhmcnt,  w-hat  torment  do  they 
deferve,  and  from  an  holy  and  jufl:  God  mufl:  they 
meet  with,  who  negledf  and  »eje61:  it ! 

3.  From  a  jufl  God  I  fay,  tor  they  have  doubt- 
lefs  nothing  further  to  expetSl  from  his  mercy  and 
goodnefs.  The  fun  of  divine  love  is  now  for  ever 
fet  upon  them.  It  (hone  indeed  with  effulgent 
brightnefs  during  the  whole  day  of  life,  tho'  it 
was  never  fuffered  to  enlighten  their  minds,  clouds 
of  prejudice,  exhaled  from  their  fenfual  fouls, 
cbfcuring  its  beams,  and  the  thick  vail  of  unbe- 
lief excluding  its  light  ;  but  it  will  now  fhine  no 
more!  It  has  refigned  them  to  the  fcorching  fire 
of  divine  wrath,  which  (however  relu^lant  they 
may  be)  will  effectually  enlighten  them  ;  but  ah  J 
with  how  different  a  flame  !  with  how  difmal  ji 
light !  The  ftreams  of  divine  grace,  which  long 
watered  their  flill-barren  fouls  in  vain,  are  now- 
run  out,  or  rather  diverted  into  a  more  fruitful 
foil,  and  flreams  of  indignation  are  dirc(5^ed,  by 
F  %  infinite 
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infinite  juftice,  to  flow  in  upon  and  eternally  over- 
whelm them. 

4.  Being  awakened  out  of  the  long  fleep  o£ 
death  by  the  tremendous  found  of  the  trump  of 
God,  they  are  fummoned  to  appear  before  the 
awful  tribunal  of  the  Univerfal  Judge.  A  great 
white  throne  is  erecfted,  and  he  who  is  the  defire 
of  nations  and  the  joy  of  angels,  fits  upon  it. 
**  His  head  and  his  hair  are  white  as  fnow,  and 
his  eyes  as  a  flame  of  fire ;  his  feet  like  unto  fine 
brafs,  as  if  they  burned  in  a  furnace,  and  his 
voice  as  the  found  of  many  waters.  In  his  right- 
hand  he  carries  feven  flars,  out  of  his  mouth  goeth 
a  Iharp  two-edged  fword,  and  his  countenance  is  as 
the  fun  fhining  in  his  ftrength." 

**  Where'er  ferene,  he  turns  propitious  eyes. 
We  find  a  newly  open'd  paradife  : 
But  if  refentment  redden  their  mild  beams. 
The  Eden  kindles,  and  the  world's  in  flames  : 
On  one  hand  knowledge  fhines  with  purefl:  light ; 
On  one  the  fword  of  juflice  fiercely  bright." 

Before  this  glorious  Perfon,  to  whom  the  Father 
hath  committed  all  judgment,  and  who  hath  all 
power  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  trembling  and  re- 
ludlant,  they  make  their  appearance,  and  receive 
their  final  fentcnce  at  his  bar. 

5.  The  books  being  opened,  and  every  fecret 
thing  brought  to  light,  all  their  thoughts,  words 
and  works  pafs  in  review  before  him,  and  undergo 
a  fevere  fcrutiny. — And  thus  all  their  tranfgreflions 
and  defeats  being  difcovered  in  all  their  aggrava- 
tions, they  are  recompenfed  in  exa^St  proportion  to 
their  demerits.  For  fince  they  rejedied  the  fatis- 
facSlion  made  by  ChriH:,  and  there  remaineth  no 
other  facrifice  for  fin,  divine  and  infinite  juftice 
arrcfts  their  guilty  fouls,  and  confines  them  in  the 
dark  prifon  of  hell,  till  they  have  fatisfied  all  its 

demands 
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demands  by  their  pcrfonal  fufferings,  which  alas  ! 
they  can  never  do.  They  muft  therefore  fink  for 
ever  under  the  enormous  weight  of  that  dreadful 
curfe  ;  which,  with  refpedt  to  them,  Chrift  bore 
in  vain,  and  muft  reimburfe,  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak,)  by 
an  increafed  mifery,  all  the  expenfe  which  divine 
Goodnefs  has  been  at  with  them.  The  love  and 
mercy  which  were  fhewn  thcfe  wretched  creatures, 
the  blood  which  was  fhed  for  them,  the  grace 
which  was  conferred  upon  them,  fliall  all  be  con- 
(idered,  and  as  they  will  demonftratc  in  the  black- 
eft  light,  their  ingratitude  and  obdinacy,  fo  will 
they  greatly  inhance  their  condemnation,  and  ag- 
gravate their  torment  !  Having  thus  manifefted 
their  defert  of  the  punlfliment  provided  for  them, 
that  it  is  a  debt  owed  them  by  impartial  juftice 
and  defpifed  mercy y  I  proceed,  as  was  propofed,  to 
ihew, 

Secondly,  The  Nature  and  Duration  of  their 
Mifery.  On  this  head  I  (hall  ift,  make  fome  gene- 
ral obfervations,  by  way  of  explaining  the  text 
and  eftablifhing  the  dodlrine. 

2dly,  I  (hall  take  a  more  particular  view  of  their 
Mifery. 

3dly,  I  (hall  conclude  with  an  earned  Addrefs 
to  (faints  and  tinners. 

And  I  ft,  I  am  to  make  fome  general  obferva- 
tions, by  way  of  explaining  the  text  and  eflablifli- 
ing  the  dodlrine. 

I.  The  Apoftle  calls  their  mifery  dejlrucliony  by 
which,  'tis  plain,  he  does  not  mean  "  the  exiin6\ion 
of  their  being,"  or  **  the  annihilation  of  their  na- 
ture," becaufc  this  fenfe  of  the  word  is  contrary 
to  the  general  tenor  of  the  fcriptures,  which  re- 
prefent  the  wicked  as  not  only  cxifting  after  the 
F  3      '  day 
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day  of  judgment,  but  .is  fufFering  the  greatcfl 
mifery.  But  by  this  expreffion  \vc  arc  plainly  to 
underlland,  what  is  inconceivably  worfe  than  an^ 
nihilation,  viz.  ill,  *<  The  utter  ruin  of  their 
once  holy  and  happy  nature,  with  the  final  death 
of  all  their  corriforts  and  their  hopes:  and  2dly, 
♦*  The  entire  perverfion  of  all  their  powers  and 
faculties,  which  are  now  employed  in  rendering 
them  moH:  completely  wretched."  Meaning  to 
enlarge  on  thefe  two  particulars,  when  I  come  to 
take  a  nearer  view  of  this  mifery,  1  fay  no  mor« 
of  them  at  prefent,  but  obferve, 

2.  Their  deflru6lion  is  faid  to  be  **  from  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord."  This  intimates  to  us  what 
is  the  chief  fource  of  their  ruin  and  mifery,  viz. 
their  exclufion  from  his  favour  and  fellowfhip. — 
In  confequence  of  original  and  a6lual  fin,  and  be- 
caufe  they  rejedled  the  garments  of  falvation,  pro- 
vided by  Chrift,  and  offered  in  the  Gofpel,  there- 
fore they  are  found,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  defli- 
tute  of  the  divine  image,  that  fplendid  and  comely 
apparel  which  is  the  glory  of  the  holy  angels,  and 
V  hich  was  once  the  chief  ornament  and  happinefs 
of  man  in  his  primeval  flate.  The  rotten  and 
filthy  rags  of  their  own  righteoufnefs,  which  they 
had  taken  pains  to  patch  together  and  throw  over 
their  finful  fouls,  only  ferve  to  increafe  their  de- 
formity, and  manifeft  flill  more  their  fin  and 
ihame.  They  cannot  hide  their  pollution  and  de- 
filement. In  fpite  of  all  their  endeavouis  they 
appear  ftained  with  the  guilt  of  innumerable  tranf- 
greffions,  and  all  over  defiled  with  iniquity,  whofe 
fatal  Icprofy  hath  fpread  its  loathfome  influence 
throughout  their  whole  fouls,  and  woefully  en- 
feebled all  their  powers. 

3.  They  are,  therefore,  obje^^s  of  divine  dif- 
approbation  and  abhorrence.  "  The  God  who 
made  them   will  not  have  mercy  on  them,  and  he 

viho 
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^'ho  formed  them,  will  ftiew  them  no  favour." 
They  are  excluded  the  favour  of  Jehovah,  which 
is  better  than  life,  which  difFufcs  light  and  joy 
through  the  happy  regions  of  Immorrality,  and 
banifhcs  every  iTiadow  of  evil  far  from  their 
peaceful  dwellings.  They  are  debarred  all  com- 
munion with,  and  acccfs  to,  the  Fatlier  of  their 
fpirits,  and  the  God  of  all  confolarion  and  good 
hope,  who  is  the  only  fource  of  true  and  lading 
felicity  to  his  intelligent  offspring.  They  a#€ 
even  fhut  out  of  the  blifsful  city,  denied  all  fel- 
lowfliip  with  faints  and  angels,  and  banifhcd  far 
from  the  dwellings  of  liberty  and  joy,  into  the 
dreary  territories  of  mifery  and  anguifli. 

4.  Thus  being  immenfcly  removed  from  all 
that  is  holy  and  happy,  and  deferted  of  the  Sun 
of  Righteoufnefs,  the  light  and  life  of  the  fpiritual 
Morld;  midnight-darknefs  overwhelms  their  miads, 
a  furious  florm  is  raifed  in  their  paffions,  and 
Mandering  about  in  endlefs  perplexity,  and  aban- 
doned to  everlafting  defpair,  they  are  toffed  to  and 
fro  by  the  tempefluous  hurricanes,  and  raging 
flames  of  thofe  fulphurious  regions  ;  and  to  com- 
plete the  ruin  of  their  once  holy  and  happy  nature, 
the  hedge  of  their  fouls  being  broken  down,  (1 
mean  the  divine  prote6iion  being  withdrawn,)  they 
are  expofcd  to  the  defolating  ravages  of  the  devil 
and  his  angels,  thofe  wild  beads  of  the  infernal 
foreft,  who  ranging  forth  in  thofe  inhofpitable 
realms,  overfpread  with  a  gloomy  and  perpetual 
night,  lay  their  rational  and  immortal  nature  ut- 
terly wafle,  and  root  up  and  deftroy  whatever  of 
excellence  may  remain. 

5.  But  this  phrafe, — *^  deftru6tion  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Lord,'  may  be  alfo  underQood  in 
another  fenfe.  It  feems  not  only  to  fignify  the 
mifery  confcquent,  in  the  nature  of  things,  upon 
their  banifhmcnt  from  God's  gracious  preftnce, 
their   feparation  from   faints  and  angels,  and  their 

F  4  exclufion 
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cxclufion  out  of  the  heavenly  city  (generallv  termed 
their  puniihment  of  lofs,  concerning  which  I  cannot 
now  fpeak  particularly  :)  It  likewife  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  intimating,  if  il  do  not  chiefly  intend, 
that  God  himfelf,  as  he  is  prefent  in  heaven  in  all 
his  love  and  goodncfs,  as  an  inexhauftible  fource 
of  felicity  to  his  people,  as  a  never-failing  river  of 
plcafure,  where  they  may  take  large  and  repeated 
draughts  of  blifs  ; — fo  is  he  prefent  in  hell,  in  his 
ip.finife  juftice  and  almighty  wrath,  as  an  unfa- 
thomable fea  of  liquid  fire,  where  the  wicked 
muft  drink  in  everlafting  torture.  For  as  it  is  the 
prefence  of  God  in  his  goodnefsy  which  diffufes 
light  and  joy  through  tlie  liappy  regions  of  im- 
mortality, fo  it  is  the  prefence  of  God  in  his  vefi- 
gcancey  which  fcatters  darknefs  and  woe  thro'  the 
dreary  regions  of  mifery.  As  heaven  would  be  no 
heaven  if  God  did  not  there  manifeft  his  love; 
fo  hell  would  be  no  hell,  if  God  did  not  there  dif- 
play  his  wrath.  It  is  the  prefence  and  agency  of 
God,  which  gives  every  thing  virtue  and  efficacy^ 
without  which  there  can  be  no  life,  no  fenfibility, 
ro  power. — God  is,  therefore,  himfelf  prefent  in 
hell,  ta  fee  to  the  punifnment  of  thefe  rebels 
againft  his  government,  that  it  may  be  adequate  to 
the  infinity  of  their  guilt.  His  fiery  indignation 
kindlesy  and  his  incenfed  fury  feeds  the  flames  of 
their  torment,  while  his  powerful  prefence  and 
operation  maintains  their  heingy  and  renders  all 
their  powers  moft  acutely  fenfiblc  ;  thus  fetting 
the  keeneft  edge  upon  their  pain,  and  making  it 
cut  mofi  intolerably  deep! 

6.  Nay  further :  it  feems  implied  in  the  next 
expreflion  in  our  text,  <<^from  the  glory  of  his. 
power,"  that  he  will  exert  all  his  divine  attributes 
to  make  them  as  wretched  as  the  capacity  of  their 
nature  will  admit.  He  will  efpecially  glorify  his 
fciver,    and  render  it  illuftrious  in  their  damna, 

uon,—* 
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tion. — Gladly  would  he  have  glorified  his  rich 
grace  in  pardoning  their  complicated  guilt,  and 
his  alnnighty  power  in  reftoring  them  to  his  image, 
that  they  might  have  been  raifed  to  a  fliare  in  his 
throne.  But  defpifing  his  great  falvation,  they 
would  not  come  unto  Chrirt  that  they  might  have 
life.  And  now  nothing  remains  but  that  he  glo- 
rify himfelf  in  their  mifcry,  fmce  they  refufcd  that 
happinefs  which  he  would  have  conferred  upon 
them,  to  the  manifeftation  of  his  own  glory.  For 
he  muft  and  will  be  glorified  one  way  or  another 
in  all  his  creatures  ;  and  with  rcfpciSl  to  thefe  un- 
grateful and  difobedient  wretches,  he  has  but  one 
way  left  in  which  he  can  be  glorified,  and  that  is, 
to  reward  them  according  to  their  works,  by  rc^ 
compenfing  their  ingratitude  and  difobedience  upon 
their  own  guilty  heads. 

7.  Thus  (as  the  Apoflle  teftifies  Rom.  ix.  22.  J 
while  he  *'  makes  known  the  riches  of  his  glory 
in  the  veflels  of  mercy,"  which  he  hath  **  afore 
prepared  unto  glory,"  he  will  alfo  **  (hew  his- 
wrath,  and  make  his  power  known,  in  the  veflels 
of  wrath  fitted"'  (by  their  own  wilful  and  unnecef- 
litated  impenitence)  ^*  for  deilrudion,  after  he  has- 
firft  endured  them  with  much  long-fuffering."  Sheiu 
his  wrath f  and  make  his  power  knozvn  !  dreadful  ex- 
preffions  !  what  an  unfathomable  depth  of  woe  do 
they  imply  !  Ah  !  miferable  creatures,  in  whom 
God  will  Ihew  hov/  feverely  he  can  punifh,  and 
what  a  fierce  fire  of  wrath  his  almighty  pov^^er  can 
kindle!  Surely,  as  the  condition  of  the  faints  muft 
be  inconceivably  jovful,  in  whom  God  will  make 
known  (as  the  Apolile  has  it)  the  riches  af  his  glory,. 
i.  e.  difplay  how  glorioufly  rich  he  is  in  goodnefs, 
and  to  what  a  pitch  of  honour  and  happinefs  his 
omnipotence  can  raife  the  objedls  of  his  love ;  fo,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  fiate  of  thcfe  finners  muft  be 
equally  lamentable  !  Unhappy  creatures  !  froai 
F  5  what 
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what  a  height  of  glory  and  felicity,  into  what  a 
depth  of  infamy  and  mifery  have  they  knnwin^lf 
and  wilfully  plunged  themfelves  !  And  now 

**  Their  dire  punifhinent  is  ever  ftrong, 
Their  couilitution  too,  for  ever  young ; 
'Curs'd  with  returns  of  vigour  ftiil  the  fame. 
At  once  to  bear  and  fatisfy  the  flame  : 
Scill  they  are  caught,  and  Hill  they  are  purfufd; 
They  fuffer  ftill,  and  fliil  they  are  renewed." 

8.  For  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  their  deilruc^fon 
will  be  eternal ;  a  declaration  which  is  confirmed 
by  many  other  palfages  of  Scripture.  One  or  two 
1  {liall  now  produce  as  a  fpccimen  of  the  reli. 
Thus  Daniel  affures  us  :  *'  They  fhall  (viz.  at 
the  general  refurreciionj  awake  to  everlading  fhame 
and  contempt,"  *  even  as  the  faints  (hall  arife  "  to 
everlafting  life,"  '<  they  fliall  go  into  everlafting 
punifhment,"fays  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  even 
as  '*  the  righteous  (hall  go  into  life  eteinal."  And 
indeed  the  eternity  of  their  mifery  feems  a  natural 
confequence  of  what  has  been  advanced  in  the  two 
laft  paragraphs.  For  if  God  will  difplay  in  them 
(as  has  been  obferved)  the  infinity  of  his  juftice, 
the  feverity  of  his  wrath,  and  the  omnipotence  of 
his  power,  then  mufl  their  punifhment  be  ever- 
lafting,  becaufe  their  nature  being  finite,  it  does 
not  appear  how  he  can  do  this  in  any  limited  du- 
ration of  time,  however  long.  And  thus  what  i's 
wanting  in  the  degree  of  their  mifery,  is  made  up 
by  its  continuance.  And  tor  the  fame  reafon,  among 
others,  we  conclude,  the  happincfs  of  tlie  righ- 
teous ftiall  be  eternaly  becaufe  in  them  God  will 
inanifeft  the  infinite  riches  of  his  love  and  good- 
nefs-,  which,  confidering  the  finite  capacity  of 
their  nature,  he  cannot  do  in  lefs  thap  a  bound- 
Ms  eternity. 

*  Taa.  x!i.  2. 

9.  If 
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9.  If  need  were,  I  might  add  in  confirmation 
of  this  dodrinc,  that  as  the  holinefs  and  obedience 
of  the  faints,  ftill  continue  and  encreafe  in  heaven, 
and  therefore  there  muft  be  the  fjme  and  greater 
rcafon  for  their  being  rewarded  vviih  blifs  and  glory, 
M-hen  they  have  been  millions  of  ages  in  happi- 
ncfs,  than,  when  they  firft  entered  the  gates  of 
Paradife  ;  fo  the  depravity  :M^d  difobcdiencii  of  the 
wicked  ftill  continuing  and  encrcaling,  there  mud 
be  the  very  fame,  yea,  and  greater  rcafon  for  their 
punifhmenr,  when  they  have  been  n^dliions  of  ages 
,in  torment,  than  when  they  firil  departed  accurfed 
into  everhijiiiig  m'ljery  I  They  rr.ull  be  pcrpelually 
fwelling  tiieir  enormous  fum  of  guilt,  and  ftill 
running  deeper,  immenfely  deeper  in  debt  to  di- 
vine and  infinite  juftice.  Hence,  after  the  longeft 
imaginable  period,  they  will  be  fo  far  from  having 
difchai^cd  their  debt  of  puniflimcnt,  that  they  will 
find  more  due,  than  when  they  firft  began  to  iufFerJ- 
Dreadful  this  indeed  1   but  too  true  ! 

10.  Indeed,  the  comparifon  drawn  from  the 
happinefs  of  tl>e  faints,  is  not  aliogcthcr  fuitable  ; 
but  alas!  the  impropriety  of  it  falls  on  the  unfa- 
vourable fide,  and  only  ftrengtl/ens  my  argument 
the  more.  For  whatever  proofs  may  be  brought 
from  other  quarters  in  favour  of  the  eternity  of 
their  blits,  which  do  not  equally  evince  the  eter 
nal  mifery  of  the  wicked  \  yet,  in  this  point  of 
view  (fure  I  am)  more  may  be  faid  for  the  latter 
than  the  former.  For  the  righteous,  however 
obedient,  do  no  more  than  is  their  duty  to  do,  and 
therefore  (Ihiitly  fpeaking)  meiit  nothing  at  the 
hand  of  '.  od.  They  can  make  no  claim  upon 
his  juji'ccy  but  all  their  hopes  of  happinefs  and  a 
connnuance  therein,  are  founded  upon  liis  gracious 
promifes,  which  he  was  free  to  make  or  not  ro 
make,  as  he  thought  go  d. — But  the  cafe  is  dif- 
ferent v^ith  the  wicked;  they  have  y?/7^/>'  and 
properly   merited  or   deferved   eternal  punidimenr, 
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and  are,  in  fafV,  obnoxious  to  it.  And  hence  their 
apprehcnfions  of  it  are  founded,  not  barely  on 
his  thrcatenings,  but  alfo  anJ  chiefly  on  the  un- 
changeable perfe6lions  of  his  nature. — So  that  it 
appears,  if  this  reafoning  be  juft,  they  have  more 
caufe  for  fearing  an  eternal  hell,  than  the  faints 
have  for  expet'Tling  an  everlafnng  heaven  ! 

II.  7^he  reafon  of  the  divine  conduct  in  giving 
them  this  two-fold  proof  (arifing  from  his  threat- 
enings  and  the  perfecSlions  of  his  nature)  of  a 
doctrine  which,  above  all  others,  they  hate  and 
wifli  to  difprove,  feems  to  be  his  compafllon  for 
thefe  infatuated  creatures.  He  means,  by  this 
double  battery,  to  filence  their  evil-reafoning  un- 
belief, which,  as  an  impregnable  fort  defies  the 
whole  force  of  divine  truth,  and  too  often  detains 
the  poor  foul  a  captive  of  fin  and  Satan,  till  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day  1  May  his  blelTed  Spirit 
give  the  defired  efficacy  to  thefe  engines,  whkb  in- 
finite Wifdom  hath  planted  againft  the  perverfe- 
nefs  of  unthinking  men  !  May  they  level  all  the 
ftrong  holds  of  Satan,  and  bring  into  captivity 
every  unbelieving  finner  to  the  obedience  of  Chrifi-^. 
before  fad  experience  convince  them,  that  in  hell 
the  ivorm  of  their  anguifh  diet.h  not^  and  the  fire  of 
their  mifery  is  not  quenched,  but  that  its  flame  of- 
cendeth  up  for  ever  and  ever  ! 

I  (hould  rvow  take  a  more  particular  view  of 
their  mrfery,  hut  as  this  is  too  extenfive  a  fubjtdj 
to  be  difculTed  at  prefent,  I  fhall  defer  it  to  ano- 
ther opportunity,  and  now  conclude  with  a  fhort 
improvement  of  what  has  been  advanced  by  way  of 
inference  and  application. 

And,  ifi".  We  may  infer  from  what  has  been 
faid,  the  infatuation  and  mifery  of  thofe  who  knoza 
vot  Gody  and  obey  not  the  go/pel.  Whether  they 
promife  themfelves  an  exemption  from  this  eternal 
deftrudion,  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and 
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the  glory  of  his  power  ;  or  wlicther  they  flatter 
thcmfclvcs  it  will  nut  be  fo  ureadFul  and  intolera^- 
ble  as  it  is  reprcfcnted  to  be  ;  or  whether  they  in- 
dulge a  vain  hope  of  being  fome  time  or  otiier  re- 
Jeafed  from  this  infernal  prifon,  it  is  evident,  that 
they  are  moft  miferably  blinded  by  the  god  of  this 
world,  and  deceived  by  the  dcccitfulrefs  of  fin.— ^ 
Oh  ye  that  <^  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the 
gofpel,"  we  teftify  to  you,  upon  the  authority  of 
the  lively  oracles  of  eternal  Truth,  that  you  are 
the  very  perfons  who  are  now  expofed  to  this 
dreadful  Oorm  of  divine  indignation,  which  al- 
ready gathers  black  over  your  guilty  heads,  and 
threatens  a  defolating  downfall  ot  mifery  and  woe! 
Yes,  if  your  fpeedy  repentance  prevent  not,  upon 
you,  even  you,  an  offended  and  inexorable  God 
will  **  rain  fire  and  brimllone,.  ftorm  and  tempeO, 
and  tliis  fliall  be  your  portion  to  drink."  hti  not 
then  that  fubtile  ferpenr,  in  whom  you  truft,  be- 
guile you,  faying,  *'  You  fhall  not  furc'ly  die  ;" 
for  as  the  Lord  liveth,  if  you  pcrfift  in  your  ig- 
norance of  God  and  difubedicnce  to  the  gofpel, 
you  fnall  furely  and  eternally  die.  You  *'  fhall 
drink  the  very  dregs  of  this  cup  of  trembling 
and  wring  them  out."  **  God  is  not  a  man  that 
he  fliould  lie,  nor  the  fun  of  rnan  that  he  fliould 
repent.  Hath  he  fpokcn,  and  will  he  not  do  it? 
Hath  he  threatened,  and  will  he  not  make  it 
good?"  As  furc  as  he  is  a  being  of  immutable 
truth  and  inflexible  juRice,  and  as  fure  as  yon 
have  broken  his  law  and  rejected  his  gofpel,  fo 
fure  mufl  you,  at  the  morning  of  the  rerurre6tion5 
**  awake  to  evcrlalling  (hame  and  contempt,"  and 
at  the  day  of  judgment  *'  depart  accurfed  into 
cverlalling  fire." 

2.  And  fuppofe  you  that  the  empty  and  uncer- 
tain applaufe  of  worms  of  the  earth,  or  the  vain 
aiid  momentary  plcafures  of  fm,    or  the   u-nfatia. 
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fa6^ory  and  fleeting  glitter  of  golden  ore,  can  rc- 
compenfe  you  for  the  Ihame  and  contempt  which 
v^'ill  then  overwhelm  you  M'ith  eternal  confufion, 
and  that  pain  and  anguifn  which  the  fcorching  and 
fiery  lake  will  pour  like  water  info  your  bowels, 
and  like  oil  into  your  bones?  Unthinking  and 
deluded  mortal  !  Tt»e  praifes  of  thy  fcliow-fin- 
ners  will  then  be  turned  into  infults  and  hillcs, 
thy  cup  of  pleafure  into  a  draught  of  wrath,  and 
thy  glittering  treafures  into  fiery  llreams  of  brim- 
flone  and  torture.  Streams  thefe,  which  will  for 
ever  deluge  thy  dcfolated  nature  ;  a  draueht  thi?, 
which  will  intoxicate  thy  foul  with  eternal  horror; 
and  hiffes  and  infults  thofe,  with  which,  as  with 
"whips  and  fcorpions,  the  liends  of  hell  will  per- 
petually lafh  thiy  guilty  and  felf-accufing  con- 
fcicnce !  Believe  me,  my  poor  fellow-mortal, 
thou  canll:  not,  indeed  thou  canfl  not  bear  this  de- 
vouring fire!  Thou  cand  not  dwell  with  riiefe 
everlafting  burnings  !  If  thou  thinkefl  otherwife^ 
it  is  becaufe  thou  hafl  not  counted  the  cof^,  but 
halt  raflily  credited  the  devil  and  thy  owrr deceit- 
ful heart,  which  were  both  liars  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  have  not  abode  in  the  truth.  They 
have  agreed  to  make  thee  drunk  with  fenfuality 
and  fin,  to  put  out  thy  eyes,  and  then  to  lead  thee 
blindfold  into  endlefij  ruin,  a  ruin  from  whence 
thou  flialt  not  efcape. 

3.  Oh  !  think,  man,  before  the  intoxicating 
cup  of  fin  renders  thee  incapable  of  thinkif>g,  in 
what  a  wretched  condition  thou  art  foon  likely  to 
be,  if  divine  grace  prevent  not  I  Oh  1  look,  be- 
fore the  god  of  this  w'orld  hath  clofed  thy  eyes 
in  eternal  darkncfs,  into  that  tremendous  ocean  of 
fiery  and  unfathomable  wrath,  into  which  the. 
fircam  of  time  will  foon  hurry  thy  frail  and  leaky: 
veficl  1  How  intolerable  and  lafiing  thy  miferyl 
Oh  !    think  of  eternity  I    Canft  thou  number  tha 
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Aars  in  the  firmament,  the  drops  of  rain,  or  the 
land  on  the  fea  fliorc  ?  Make  the  experiment  ; 
and  when  thou  hal\  finifhed  the  calculation,  fit 
down  and  reckon  up  the  ages  of  thy  woe  !  And 
(cc  that  thy  account  be  jull.  .  Let  every  ftar,  every 
drop,  every  grain  of  fand,  rcprefent  one  million  of 
tormenting  ages.  And  when  thou  haft  afcertained 
the  fum,  know  that  as  many  more  millions  (till 
remain  behind,  and  yet  as  many  more  behind 
thcfe,   and    fo   on   without   end  !       Poor  infatuated 

wretch!      My    heart   bleeds   for  thee! Gladly 

would  I  warn  thee  that  thou  come  not  into  this 
place  of  torment..  Oh  !  that  at  length  thou 
w'ould'ft  take  warning  1  Oh  !  that  thou  would'ft 
imitate  the  example  of  Noah,  ^*  who  being  warned 
of  God  concerning  things  not  feen  as  yet,  was 
moved  with  fear,  and  prepared  an  ark  for  the  fay- 
ing of  his  houfe." 

4,  I  warn  thee,  thou  unholy  and  ungodly  foul, 
who  doft  not  know  God,  nor  obey  the  gofpcl  of 
our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  of  things  not  feen  as  yet : 
of  the  glorious  coming  of  that  adorable  Saviour, 
whofe  falvation  thou  haft  rcjcded,  whom  thou 
haft  refufed  to  reign  over  thee,  and  whom,  by  (in, 
thou  haft  crucified  afrefh  ;  I  warn  thee  of  an  ap- 
proaching and  inexorable  Judge,  who,  (if  thou 
repent  not)  will  fummon  thee,  with  all  thy  fins 
about  thee,  to  his  bar,  and  pafs  an  irreverfible 
fentence  upon  thee.  1  warn  thee  of  a  defcending 
deluge  of  divine  and  infinite  wrath,  which  will 
fpeedily  drown  an  impenitent  and  unbelieving 
world  with  a  fiery  and  unfathomable  fea  of  miferyl 
I  call  upon  thee  without  delay  to  prepare  an  ark 
for  the  faving  of  thy  foul.  Nay,  for  thy  encou- 
ragement I  tell  thee,  the  ark  is  already  prepared. 
The  almighty  Love  of  God,  diredcd  by  infinite 
wifdom,  hath  prepared  it:  An  ark  this,  which 
will  defend  tliee  againft  all  the  ftorms  of  wrath, 
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and  which  will  bear  thee  up  above  all  the  waves 
of  mifery.  Yes,  1  point  thee  to  that  man  **  who 
is  as  an  hiding-place  from  the  ftorm,  a  covert 
from  the  tempeft,  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry 
place,  and  as  the  fhadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a 
weary  land."  I  bid  thee  look  unto  Jefusy  and  he 
Javed  ! 

5.  Oh  !  hide  thyfelf,  by  faith  in  him,  from  the 
wind  of  temptation  and  fin  ;  let  his  blood  fprink- 
led  upon  thy  guilty  confcience,  and  his  righteouf- 
nefs  pur  upon  thy  naked  foul,  cover  thee  from  the 
tempeft  of  divine  indignation:  Let  his  Spirit,  flow- 
ing into  thy  heart  as  a  river,  refrefli  and  water  thy 
fcorched  and  barren  foul;  and  repofe  thyfelf  under 
his  cooling  (hade,  fill  the  burning  fun  of  perfecution 
ihall  go  down,  and  the  fiery  heat  of  pain  and  af- 
flidlion  (hall  finally  ccafe  !  Flee  for  refuge  to  this 
hope  fet  before  rhee,  and  all  (liall  be  well. — For- 
fake  all  known  fin,  ufe  every  appointed  mean  of 
grace,  and  be  alfo  careful  ro  maintain  and  excel  in 
good  works.  But  yet  refi  not  there.  Oh  !  *'  tarry 
not  in  all  the  plain  "  of  duty,  but  **  cfcape  to  this- 
mountain  left  thou  be  confumed."  And  thus  like 
juft  Lot,  thou  (halt  be  delivered  from  the  common 
overthrow  of  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving,  and' 
fhalt  fing  the  praifes  of  thy  Deliverer  and  Saviour 
world  without  end. 
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**  Who  fliall  be  puniflied  with  everlafting  rfe- 
llri)(5lion  from  the  prcfcnce  of  the  Lord,  and 
from  the  glory  of  his  power." 

1.  T  TOW  infallibly  certain,  and  how  aftonKh- 
jnL  ingly  grand  and  ftriking,  are  the  events 
prefented  to  our  view  by  the  Apoftle  in  this  alarm- 
ing pafTage  of  holy  writ !  How  well  worthy  the 
ferious  attention  and  devout  contemplation  of  all 
■who  love  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
yea,  and  of  all  mankind !  And  yet  (amazing 
it  is  !)  they  are  in  general  overlooked  and  difre- 
garded,  even  by  thofc  who  profefs  to  be  affursd  of 
them  ! 

2.  The  revolutions  which  are  continually  hap- 
pening in  the  petty  flates  and  fluduating  affairs  of 
this  world;  the  acceffion  of  temporal  princes  to 
their  tranfitory  dignities  and  corruptible  crowns  ; 
the  poor  and  inlignificant  conquers  obtained  by 
worms  of  the  earth  over  their  fellow-reptiles  ; 
the  approach  of  earthlv  judges,  and  the  trial, 
condemnation,  and  punifhment  of  the  violaters 
of  human  laws,  thefe  are  events  which  fliort- 
iighted  mortals  deem  of  confcqucnce  enough  to 
occupy  their  thoughts  in  private,  to  employ  tlieir 
tongues  in  converfation,  and  to  dignify  the  annala. 
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of  hiilory.     They   thinky  they   talk,  thev  write  of 
thefe. 

3.  In  the  mean  time,  the  grand  revolution  of 
univerfal  nature ;  the  glorious  exaltation  of  the 
Prince  of  the  kini^s  of  the  earth  ;  his  complete 
and  everlaiHng  triumph  over  principalities  and 
powers,  and  all  the  potent  enemies  of  his  govern- 
ment ;  the  coming  of  the  final  Judge  of  angels 
and  of  men  ;  the  decifive  trial  of  the  whole  vi'orld 
at  his  bar.  a^nd  the  rewards  and  puniHiments  then 
to  be  difpenfed  to  immortal  fouls,  united  to  in- 
corruptible bodies; — thefe  fubjc£\s,  tho'  intereft- 
ing  beyond  thought,  and  grand  beyond  comparifon, 
are,  alas!  too  generally  treated  with  indifference 
and  negle6f !  Thefe  are  judged  unfit  for  medita- 
tion in  fecret,  left  theyfhould  make  us  melancholy; 
unworthy  of  a  place  in  polite  and  genteel  com- 
pany, for  fear  they  fhould  damp  their  mirth  and 
fpoil  their  pleafure  ;  and  fure  it  is,  he  who  means 
to  gain  either  honour  or  profir  by  his  pen,  muft 
take  care  not  to  employ  it  on  thefe  dreary  and  pu?-i' 
tanical  (not  to  fay  methodijlical)  fubjedls,  for  which 
this  light  and  airy  age  has  no  relifh. 

4.  Bleffed  be  God,  that  thefe  heart- improving 
fubjedfs  have  any  place  left  whither  to  retire! 
Blefled  be  God,  that  thev  are  not  yet  quite  ban- 
ifhed  out  of  the  world  !  They  are  fiill  (thanks 
to  Divine  Providence!)  allowed  to  remain  in  our 
Bibles,  and  now  and  then  (altho'  not  often)  to  af- 
cend  the  pulpit,  and  give  ferious  inftrudlions  to  a 
few  of  the  poor  and  illiterate,  who  are  not  yet 
arrived  at  fuch  a  pitch  of  refinement  as  to  think 
it  beneath  them  to  attend  their  ledlures  But  who 
knows  how  foon  they  will  be  forced  from  this 
their  laft  retreat?  Who  knows  how  foon  this 
jovial  and  licentious  age,  will  forbid  us  to  men- 
tion death  and  judgment,  heaven  and  hell,  even 
in  the  pulpit,  and  confine  us  to  difcourfe  on  fub- 
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jet^^s  which  have  lefs  tendency  to  alarm  their  fears 
and  make  their  minds  uneafy  ?  However,  as  this 
is  not  yet  the  cafe,  let  us  not  neglecS^  to  improve 
the  liberty  wherewith  we  are  indulged,  and  in 
purfuance  of  our  fubjecfl^,  let  us,  as  was  propofed, 
in  our  laR  difcuurfe. 

Secondly,  Take  a  more  particular  view  of 
the  nature  and  duration  of  the  mifery  of  the 
M'icked,  as  proved  and  explained  in  the  preceding 
Sermon. 

1.  But  here  I  confcfs  my  mind  recoils.  I  feel 
a  fenfible  relucftancc  to  enter  upon  the  confidera«- 
tion  of  fo  dark  and  difmal  a  fubjedl-  ;  a  rubje6t 
wliich  yet  I  believe  very  neccflary  to  be  confider- 
cd,  and  not  kfs  profitable.  For  doubtlefs  our 
Lord  and  his  Apoftlcs,  would  not  have  recom* 
mended  fuch  painful  meditations  to  us,  if  they 
were  net  needful,  and  calculated  to  yield  us  much 
fruit.  To  fay  nothing  of  their  tendency  to  reflrain 
us  from  fin,  prompt  us  to  duty,  excite  us  to  dili- 
gence, and  awaken  our  fleepy  fouls  to  watchful 
care  and  fearful  circumfpe6tion  ;  rcfie(^ions  upon 
that  future  and  eternal  mifery^  which  is  referved 
for  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving  finner,  and  is 
the  jurt  defert  of  us  all,  may  be  of  great  ufe  to 
encreafe  our  patience  under  all  tlie  afflictions  and 
troubles  of  this  life,  fo  light  and  momentary  in 
comparifon  of  it.  And,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
conllder  this  mifery  in  contrafi  with  that  exceed- 
ing great  and  eternal  w^eight  of  glory,  wliich  is 
the  free  gift  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift,  will 
tend  to  enlarge  our  conceptions  of  that  great  fal- 
vation  which  Chrifl  hath  wrought  out  for  us,  and 
of  confequence  to  endear  the  Saviour  to  us,  to 
whom  we  owe  our  redemption  from  the  curfe  of 
the  law,  and  our  deliverance  from  the  wrath  to 
come. 

2.  Away  then  with  this  relu(5\ance  !  with  this 
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•*  fooHHi,  this  treacherous  compaflion,"  (as  the 
benevolent  Dr.  Doddridge  calls  if)  <«  which  chufes 
rather  to  leave  men  to  be  confumed,  than  difturb 
their  fiumbers."  Let  us  ferioufly  addrefs  our- 
felves  to  the  confideration  of  a  fubjed  which,  tho* 
dreary  and  unpromifing  in  appearance,  is  notwith- 
ftanding  produdtive  of  much  wholefome  fruit.  Oh, 
that  it  may  prove  fuch  to  us  all ! — Sorry  fhould  I 
be,  by  difcourfing  on  this  point,  only  to  torment 
fome  of  you  before  the  time  ;  and  yet  if  you  feri- 
oufly attend  to  what  fliall  be  delivered,  and  after 
all  ftill  refolve  to  remain  in  your  fins,  it  cannot 
be  expedled  to  produce  any  other  effect.  If, 
therefore,  that  be  your  refolution,  if  you  be  not 
difpofed  to  bid  adieu  to  all  iniquity,  and  give  your- 
felves  up  to  the  fervice  of  God  without  referve,  I 
tvould  advife  you  to  withdraw,  and  forbear  hear- 
ing a  difcourfe  which,  while  that  Is  your  difpofi- 
tion,  can  only  diftrefs  you.  Withdraw,  how- 
ever, with  this  perfualion,  that  you  are  knowing^ 
and  wilfully  plunging  into  an  abyfs  of  mifery,, 
which  you  have  not  courage  to  open  your  eyes  to 
behold  ;  and  this  thought,  if  1  miflake  not,  will 
be  as  a  thorn  to  difturb  your  beds  of  indolence  and 
pleafure,  and  as  wormwood  and  gall  intermixed 
with  your  cups  of  riot  and  excefs !  Oh,  that  it 
may,  after  all,  roufe  you  from  the  one,  and  make 
you  naufeate  the  other,  before  you  make  your 
bed  in  hell,  and  drink  the  flames  of  endlefs  tor- 
ment ! 

3.  In  the  former  difcourfe  upon  this  fubjecSl,  in 
■which  the  text  was  explained  and  the  do6^rine  ef- 
tablifhed,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  deflrudliori 
here  fpoken  of,  fignified,  ifl,  <<  The  utter  ruin  of 
their  once  holy  and  happy  nature,  and  the  final 
death  of  all  their  comforts  and  their  hopes  ;"  and 
2dly,  <*  the  entire  perverfion  of  all  their  powers 
and   faculties,  which  fliall  then  be  only  employed 

in 
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in   didionouring  God,    and  rendering  themfelves 
moft  completely  wretched." 

Let  us  enlarge  on  thefe  two  particulars,  and 
then,  as  was  propofed,  3dly,  earneflly  addrefs 
both  faints  and  finncrs,  on  this  important  fubjedl. 
And,  I  ft.  Their  once  holy  and  happy  nature  Iball 
then  be  utterly  ruined,  and  all  their  comforts  and 
hopes  finally  deftroycd. 

1.  Indeed  their  holinefs  and  happinefs  was  in 
realiiy  loft  in  this  world,  altho'  not  irrecoverably. 
Even  here,  where  **  the  true  light  enlighteneth 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world,"  they  were 
depraved  by  (in  and  immcrfed  in  mifery,  but  they 
knew  it  not.  Being  laid  faft  afleep  by  the  opiates 
of  Satan,  and  amufed  by  many  pleafing  dreams  of 
worldly  vanity,  invented  in  great  variety  to  em- 
ploy and  entertain  them,  they  wift  not  what  had 
befallen  them.  But  intoxicated  with  the  enchant- 
ing cup  of  pleafurc,  and  in  the  midft  of  their  mid- 
night (lumbers,  tho'  plunged  in  the  filth  of  ini- 
quity, and  faft  bound  by  gigantic  lufts,  they  talked 
much  of  the  purity  of  their  nature,  the  freedom 
of  their  will,  and  the  light  and  liberty  in  which 
they  walked.  Tho'  the  Jjevil's  captives,  con- 
fined by  him  in  the  prifon  of  fin,  bolted  and  barred 
by  unbelief,  and  in  the  territories  of  hell;  yet 
were  they  as  eafy  and  unconcerned,  as  if  they  had 
been  poficftcd  of  all  poflTible  honour  and  felicity. 

2.  At  times,  indeed,  the  ftormy  blaft  of  adver- 
fity,  the  painful  fmart  of  affli6\ion,  or  the  terror 
of  God's  threatnings,  difturbed  their  repofe,  and 
almoft  awakened  their  fleepy  fouls  :  but  another 
draught  of  Satan's  cup  ftupifying  their  fenfes,  and 
the  agreeable  fong  of  **  Peace,  peace,"  founding 
in  their  ears,  lulled  them  to  fleep  again,  while  fin 
filently  doubled  their  fetters  and  chains,  and  un- 
belief, ftopping   up  every   avenue  of  divine  light, 

added 
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added  frcHi  locks  and  bolts  to  their  prifon  doors.— 
And  now  they  fleep  more  fecurely,  and  dream 
more  madly  than  ever. — No  fooner  do  they  end 
one  dream  than  they  begin  another.  Scenes  of 
bufinefs  and  amufemcnt  continually  open  one  be- 
hind the  back  of  another,  that  they  may  not  awake 
cut  of  their  fatal  flumber,  till  the  officers  of  di- 
vine jurticc  break  open  their  hellifh  prifon,  and 
bring  them  forth  by  death  fur  execution,  when  the 
time  of  their  probation  being  ended,  the  things 
which  make  for  their  peace  are  for  ever  hid  from 
their  eyes. 

3.  Then  their  fleeping  and  dreaming  end  to- 
gether. They  fuddenly  awake  to  a  mbft  keen 
and  dreadful  fenfe  of  the  ruin  of  their  nature,  and 
the  final  death  of  all  their  comforts  and  their 
Jiopes.  They  feel  in  a  manner  words  cannot  de- 
fcribe,  from  what  an  height  of  holinefs  and  hap- 
pinefs,  into  what  a  depth  of  guilt  and  mifery  they 

Sife   fallen. Deftitute  of  their  Maker's  image, 

and  confounded  at  the  difcovery  of  their  naked- 
nefs  and  deformity,  they  fiy  from  the  prefence  of 
the  light,  and  the  fight  of  faints  and  angels,  now 
intolerable;  and  overwhelmed  with  (hame  and 
everla fling  contempt,  feck  for  refuge  from  the  an- 
^uiOi  they  fuffer  under  the  (hades  of  infernal  dark- 
nefs.  But  alas!  the  flames  of  hell,  tho' black  and 
difmal,  afford  light  enough  to  demonflrate  their 
folly  and  depravity,  while  the  arrows  of  almighty 
indignation,  prepared  by  inexorable  juftice,  and 
dirc6\cd  by  unerring^  wifdom,  purfue  and  overtake 
them,  and  piercing  them  thro'  with  unknown  for- 
rows,  lay  them  low  at  the  bottom  of  that  fiery 
Jake,  which  fed  with  ftreams  of  brimfione,  and 
kindled  by  the  breath  of  Jehovah,  fwells,  over- 
iiowsj  and  torments  their  ruined  fouls! 

4,  Their  once  holy  and  happy  nature  is  now 
fuined,    utterly   and   finally  ruined,  without  any 

remedy, 
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Ttmedy,  or  the  wo(\  diflant  hope  of  recovery, 
l^heir  frail  veffels,  tho'  built  of  the  beft  mate- 
rials, yet  corrupted  by  tlie  worm  of  fin,  being 
conveyed  by  the  ebb  of  time,  down  the  fmooth 
river  of  life,  are  now  hurried  beyond  the  bar  of 
death  into  the  fiery  and  unfathomable  fea  of  di- 
vine wrath.  In  this  moft  tempefluous  ocean, 
tolfed  by  the  furious  winds  of  almighty  indigna- 
tion, upon  the  raging  billows  of  infupportable  tor- 
ment, they  fufper  a  fpeedy  and  an  eternal  fhip- 
wreck.  DaHied  upon  the  rocks  of  ruin,  or  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  the  gulph  of  defpair,  they  are  entire- 
ly lofl-,  and  not  one  broken  piece  of  holinefs  or 
happinefs  remains,  nor  fo  much  as  a  fingle  plank 
T)f  hope,  upon  which  they  may  expe6^,  tho'  after 
millions  of  ages,  to  efcaoe  to  feme  land  of  reft, 
But, 


''  The  hopelefs  foul, 


Bound  to  the  bottom  ol  the  flaming  pool, 
Tho'  loath,  and  ever  loud-biafphemmg,  owiw 
'Tis  julUy  doom'd  to  pour  eternal  groans ; 
To  talk  to  fiery  tempeils,  and  implore 
The  raging  flame  to  give  its  fury  o'er ; 
1^0  writhe,  to  tofs,  to  pant  beneath  its  load. 
And  bear  the  weight  of  an  offended  God." 

And  now  they  have  no  (leepy  opiates  to  make 
them  forget,  for  one  moment,  their  mifery  ;  no 
amufcmcnt  to  divert  their  attention  from  their  in- 
tolerable pain,  and  no  confolation  left  to  lighten, 
in  any  degree,  the  dreadful  weight  ©f  their  fufFer- 
ings  ! 

5.  In  their  moft  dlflreflmg  fituation  here,  fome 
alleviating  circumftances  rendered  their  afflidlion 
tolerable. — ^Some  remaining  good  in  part  relieved 
them  under  their  greateO:  lolfes  ;  fome  cordial, 
timely  adminiftered,  fupported  them  under  theic 

feverei^ 
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fevereft  troubles,  and  fome  fympathlzing  frfend, 
kindly  intcrpofing,  took  a  {hare  of  their  cares 
upon  himfelf,  and  helped  them  to  bear  the  bur- 
den of  their  woe.  Or  if  thefe  things  all  failed, 
and  they  were  reduced  to  the  very  extremity  of 
diftrefs,  yet  even  then  hope,  flattering  hope,  which 
in  this  world 

"  Springs  eternal  in  the  human  breall,'* 

darting  a  ray  of  comfort  through  the  gloom,  pre- 
vented their  cafe  from  becoming  defperate.  But 
now  there  is  the  reverfe  of  all  this.  Ally  all  is 
loft,  entirely  loft,  and  nothing  of  good  remains  ! 
Every  poflible  evil  hath  befallen  them,  and  with 
every  poflible  circumftance  of  aggravation  !  No 
condoling  friend  lightens  their  load  of  forrow  ! 
No  beam  of  hope  promifes  any  advantageous 
change  !  But  on  the  contrary,  tormenting  fiends 
and  malicious  fpirits  add  to  their  weight  of  fuf- 
ferings,  by  cruel  upbraidings;  and  black  defpair, 
hovering  over  their  defponding  fouls,  flaps  his 
raven  wings  and  foretells  an  eternity  of  woe  !  In 
thofe 

'*  Regions  of  forrow,  doleful  fhades,  where  joy. 
Where  peace  can  never  come,  hope  never  comes. 
That  comes  to  all  :  but  torment  without  end 
Still  urges,  and  a  fiery  deluge  fed, 
With  ever-burning  fulphur  unconfum'd/* 

But  farther,  (if  we  have  courage  to  venture 
further  into  thefe  dreary  territories  of  the  prince 
of  darknefs,)  the  deftrudion  fpoken  of  in  our  text 
implies, 

2dly,  The  entire  perverfion  of  all  their  yv7^w/- 
itesy  fo  that  they  ferve  only  to  encreafc  their  tor- 
ment, and  render  them  moft  completely  wretched. 
Let  us  confider  them  briefly  and  in  order. 

I.  The 


OF    THE    WICKED.  I45 

1.  The  Imngifiafiojif  freed  from  every  clog, 
wherewith  its  motions  were  once  impeded,  when 
it  was  incumbered  by  flc(h  and  blood,  being  now 
rendered  quick  and  adVive  as  a  difcmbodied  Ipirit, 
is  perpetually  travcrfing,  with  ^'ncrcdible  fpced 
and  unwearied  diligence,  the  gloomy  regions  of 
Hell  in  qucfl:  of  woe.  And  having  colledcd  to- 
gether every  confidcration  of  horror,  it  clothes 
them  all  in  the  moft  hideous  forms,  and  thereby 
keeps   the   poor,  affrighted  loul  in  c<;ntinual  terror 

and  difmay. -The  Unckrjianding,  cleared  of  all 

the  mifls  of  ignorance  and  fumes  of  prejudice, 
wherewith  it  was  obfcured  in  this  world,  ant!  now 
difcerning  every  thing  in  its  true  light,  is  ever  un- 
happily bulled  in  comparing  the  joys  of  heaven 
with  the  torments  of  hell,  and  contrading  the 
happincfs  they  have  lofl,  with  the  mifery  they  have 
incurred.  It  remonftrafcs,  in  terms  which  wound 
and  pierce  their  inmofl  fouls,  upon  their  ingratitude, 
folly y     and  perverfencfs,    in   rcjedling   a   felicity   fo 

valuable  in  itfclf,  fo  dearly  bought,  and  {o  freely 
and  repeatedly  offered  ;  while  in  contradi(ftion  to 
reafon,  to  duty,  and  interefl ;  againrt  the  clearcft 
light  and  the  greateft  love  ;  notuithflanding  the 
nioft  folemn  warnings  and  earneil  intreatics,  the 
exhortations,  prayers,  tears,  and  blood  of  the  Son 
of  God  himfelf,  they  knnuingly  and  wilfully  plunged 
into  a  depth  of  woe,  from  whence  there  is  no 
redemption. 

2.  In  this  work  of  torment,  the  underflandipg 
receives  no  fmall  affiftance  from  the  Memory^  now 
ftrcngthened  to  an  amazing  degree.  This  faculty 
brings  in  review  their  whole  life,  and  prefents  to 
the  active  mind  an  endlefs  variety  of  circumllances, 
which  only  tend,  like  oil  poured  into  tlie  fire,  to 
feed  the  flames  of  their  mifery,  and  make  them 
burn  with  more  unabating  fury. — It  reminds  them 
on   the  one  hand,    of  the   many  and   undeferved 

G  mercies 
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mercies  of  a  kind  Creator,  a  patient  Preferver,  and 
a  gracious  Redeemer,  which  mij^ht  have  warmed 
the  coldefl:  breaft  with  fervent  gratitude  and  love  ; 
and  on  the  other,  of  the  various  and  alarming 
judgments  executed  by  the  righteous  governor  of 
the  world,  for  the  terror  of  evil  doers,  which 
might  have  broken  in  pieces  the  moft  rocky  and 
adamantine  heart.  But  their  breafts  remained, 
after  all,  ftill  cold  as  ice,  and  their  hearts  hard 
as  a  nether  milftone.  It  biings  to  their  remem- 
brance the  (uperintending  care  of  a  kind  and 
watchful  Providence^  wliich  perpetually  and  wifely 
ordered  all  for  their  good,  removed  their  hin- 
drances, afforded  them  helps,  and  put  them  in  the 
mod  favourable  circumftanccs  for  their  reOoraiion. 
But  they  perverfely,  by  a  diabolical  (kill  in  fpiri- 
tual  chymillry,  cxtra6led  a  bitter  out  of  every 
fweet,  turned  their  helps  into  hindrances,  and  their 
good  into  evil  ! 

3.  By  the  help  of  the  Memory  they  recolledt 
the  manv,  free  and  gracious  offers  of  reconcilia- 
tion which  were  made  them  by  the  AmbaiTndors 
of  Chrirt,  accompanied  with  repeated  and  pref- 
firig  invitations,  to  accept  thofe  offers  and  faithful 
warnings  of  approaching  mifery,  if  they  negle6ted 
them.  They  remember  how  all  thefe  were,  'ime 
after  time,  attended  by  the  influences  of  the  Spi- 
rit, difpofing  their  minds  to  confider  and  improve 
them.  At  times  they  were  inclined  to  comply, 
and  almort  perfuaded  to  be  Chriftians,  efptcialiy 
when  an  alarming  Providence  cut  off,  by  a  fudden 
and  unexpected  liroke,  fome  near  relation  or  dear 
friend,  or  laid  a  heavy  hand  of  affii61ion  upon 
themfelves.  But  alas!  fome  hurry  of  idle  bufinefs 
occupied  their  minds,  fome  phantom  of  empty 
applaufe  engiged  their  purfuir,  fome  intoxicatmg 
draught  of  the  cup  of  pleafuve,  unhappily  taken, 
drowned  their  convictions,  or  fome  frothy  company 

or 
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or  vain  amufement,  diverted  their  attention  from 
the  one  thing  needful  !  And  thus  they  have  for 
ever  loft  that  exceeding  great  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory y  which  they  had  once  fo  fair  an  oppor- 
tunity of  attaining,  and  funk  into  an  unfathom- 
able depth  of  woe,  out  of  which  there  is  no 
deliverance  ! 

4.   In  the  mean  time  Conjeience  is  not  idle.    Onct 
indeed 

"  She  feem'd  to  fleep 
On  rofe  and  myrtle,  lull'd  with  fyren  fnng  : 
Once  (he  feem'd,  nodding  oe'r  her  cha5\^c,  to 

drop 
On  headlong  appetite  the  flacken'd  rein. 
And  give  them  up  to  licence  unrccall'd,'* 

But  it  was  all  deceit.  Even  then  flie  rcgifiered 
all  their  thoughts,  and  words,  and  works,  and 
kept  a  faithful  and  circumftantial  account  of  their 
whole  condu6l.  No  temper  of  mind,  no  aclion 
of  life  efcaped  her  obfervation  ;  but 

*'  The  fly  informer  noted  every  fault. 
And  her  dread  diary  with  horror  fiil'd  : 
Unnotic'd  mark'd  each  moinent  mifapp.licd 
On  leaves  more  durable  than  thofe  of  brafs  : 
Wrote  their  whole  hillory,  v/hich  no//  fhe  reads 
In  every  pale  delinquent's  private  ea^." 

For  being  no  longer  bribed  by  fin,  nor  ftupified 
by  excefs,  Confcience  now  tell:^  them  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  that  in  accents  mort  dread- 
fully fevcre,  from  which  they  can  no  longer  tuin 
away  their  ears. 

5;  They  are  now  obligt'd  to  hearken,  however 
relu61ant,    to   the  tormen'^ing   hillory   which    Con- 
fcience  minutely  gives   them,  of  the  fabbaths  thev 
have  broken,  the   ordinances   they  have  profaned, 
the  oaths  they  have  fworn,  the  lies  they  have  told, 
G  2  '  the 
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the  a(5^s  of  uncleanncfs,  intemperance,  fraud, 
and  opprcffion  they  have  commicted,  the  mer- 
cies they  have  abufed,  the  judgments  rhey 
have  flif];hted.  She  gives  them  a  particular  detail 
of  all  the  inflances  of  their  ingratitude  and  dif- 
obedience  to  him,  who  was  at  once  their  moft  in- 
dulgent parent  and  bountiful  benefa61:or  ;  and  en- 
larges much  upon  their  Hypocrify  before  an  hcart- 
fearching  God,  their  formality  in  the  worHiip  of 
him  who  is  a  Spirit,  and  their  lukewarmnels  in 
the  purfuit  of  immortnl  honour  and  eternal  gain. 
In  Oiort,  this  long-neglcdcd,  and  now  implacably- 
revengeful  power,  perpetually  holds  out  to  their 
vievi'  the  glafs  of  God's  holy  law,  which  con- 
founds and  torments  them  with  a  difcovery  of  their 
filthinefs  and  deformity.  Look  which  way  they 
•will,  their  fins,  the  offspring  of  their  folly,  fum- 
jnoned  by  Confcience^  in  all  their  number  and  ag- 
gravations, dreft  in  the  mort  frightful  forms,  and 
armed  with  the  moO  dreadful  ini^ruments  of  tor- 
ture, ftare  them  in  the  face  with  looks  of  ven- 
ge.mce,  and  fly  upon  them  with  infatiabie  fury. 
Thus,  like  an  infernal  fiend,  fhe  laHies  their  fouls 
with  whips  and  fcorpions,  while  as  a  worm  \^i\Q 
gnaws  and  confumes  their  inwards,  or  like  an 
hungry  vulture  preys  upon  and  devours  their  un- 
decaying  vitals. 

6.  And  if  the  rational  faculties,  the  moft  noble  of 
our  nature,  are  rbus  bufy  in  executing  upon  them  the 
indignation  and  \^>rnth  of  an  offended  God,  for  their 
depravation  and  abufe  of  thofe  faculties,  furely  the 
inferiour  powers,  which  are  but  fcrvants  to  the  fupe- 
riour,'  will  not  be  fufvjred  to  remain  unemployed. 
— The  PaJJtons  have  a  conliderable  (liare  in  this 
work  of  vengeance  afflg^ed  them,  and  that  juftly, 
for  they  bear  a  chief  parf  in  foliciting  man  to  fin. 
Indeed  fome  of  the  paffions  which  imply  happlnefs 

in 
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in  their  very  nature,  fnch  as  Ejlcem^  and  Hope^  and 
Joy,  never  vifit  thefe  dreary  regions,  but  take  up 
their  abode  in  purer  climes,  and  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  milder  fky.  But  all  thofe  which  fin 
hath  debauched  and  made  pregnant  with  woe,  are 
banifhed  to  thefe  inhofpitable  realms,  far  from  the 
dwellings  of  light  and  liberty,  where  they  are  con- 
tinually employed  in  diggin;^  deep  into  mines  of 
miferv,  and  forming  of  hellilh  metal  inOruments  of 
puniiliment,  wherewith  to  torture  damned  fpirirs. 

7.  Thus  thofe  unhappy  creatures  feel  inlatiable 
Dcjires  after  ohjcdls  infinitely  and  eternally  remov- 
ed from  them,  while  to  objetS^s  ever  prefent  and 
before  them,  they  have  an  unfpcakable  Hatred^  and 
an  unconquerable  Averfion  A  deluge  ot  remedilefs 
Sorroiv  perpetually  overwhelms  tlicm  on  account 
of  the  torment  they  already  fufper  ;  but  as  if  they 
fufFered  nothing  in  comparifon  of  what  was  yet  to 
come,  they  are  ever  terrified  with  the  moft  dread- 
ful Fear  of  unknown  waves  of  woe,  which  they 
fee  continually  rifing  in  tremendous  mountains, 
one  behind  another,  and  ready  to  burfi  upon  their 
hopclcfs  fouls  with  a  frefh  flood  of  afilidlion  ! 

8.  And,  ah  !  what  they  fuffer  from  the  morti- 
fication of  their  Pride,  and  the  everlafting  fham.e 
and  contempt  wherewith  they  are  loaded  1  Proud 
as  Lucifer,  they  deem  themfelve^  worthy  ofc  he 
highcft  dignify,  when,  behold!  they  are  funk  to  the 
loweft  point  of  degradation,  and  are  only  noticed 
to  be  hiflcd  and  defpifed.  Hence  they  fret,  rave, 
and  tear  ;  they  fwell  with  refentment  and  rage  to- 
wards God  and  one  another.  The  rancour  which 
boils  in  their  breafls  vents  itfelf  in  revengeful 
looks,  horrid  imprecations,  and  impotent  efforts 
of  difappointed  cruelty.  Difcontt-nt,  relllefs  and 
impatient  ;  Anger,  loud  and  boifierous  ;  Envy,  pale 
and  ghaftly  ;  Malice,  implacable  and  fierce  ;  in 
lliort,  all  the  paflions  r^capable  of  mifery)    like  fo 
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many  dogs  of  hell,  let  loofe  and  enraged,  at  the. 
beck  of  the  prince  of  darknefs  and  his  malicious 
crew,  with  infernal  hovvlings  and  barking  rage, 
furround,  attack,  and  rend  their  wretched  fouls, 
crying  out  for  help  in  vain,  with  piteous  wailings 
and  loud  laments  !     Such  is 

"  Woe's  'Aid?  empire,  where  deep  troubles  tofs. 
Loud  forrows  howl,  invenom'J  paffions  bite; 
Kav'nous  calfimities  their  vitals  feize. 
And  threat'niiig  fate  wide  opens  to  devour." 

9.  What  hr.th  hitherto  been  faid,  refers  only  to 
the  mifery  atifing  from  the  abufed  and  corrupted 
faculties  of  ihe\r  fouls ;  but  I  muft  not  forget  to 
mention,  on  this  occafion,  the  fufterings  peculiar 
to  tl:e  bodiesy  wherewith  the  wicked  will  be  punifti- 
ed  at  the  morning  of  the  refurrecStion. — And  here, 
to  fay  nothing  of  that  fiery  lake,  to  the  bottom  of 
which  they  will  be  chained  by  dcfpifed  mercy,  con- 
verted into  inexorable  wrath,  and  which  furrounds 
their  whole  body  with  its  fcorching  flames,  and  in- 
iinuatcs  itfelf  "  like  water  into  their  bowels,  and 
like  oil  into  their  bones."  All  their  Senfcsy  which 
were  formerly  excitements  to  luft  and  inlets  to  fin, 
together  with  all  their  Members  employed  on  earth 
as  infiruments  of  iniquity,  are  now,  by  the  ap- 
pointm.ent  of  infinite  jufiice,  become  inlets  to  mi- 
fery, and  infiruments  of  punilhment.  Their  Eyei 
accuftomed  to  behold  fcenes  of  pleafure  and  ohjeds 
of  delight,  are  now  terrified  with  the  fight  of  hi- 
deous forms  and  frightful  fliapes.  Their  Earsy 
wont  to  be  entertained  with  wanton  fongs  and  me- 
lodious mufic,  are  now  fliocked  with  dolctul  groans, 
lamentable  fhrieks,  and  horrible  bowlings.  Their 
No/irilsy  formerly  revived  with  fragrant  odours  and 
lich  perfumes,  are  now  offended  with  the  intoler- 
able ftench  of  fuiphur,  and  rottennefs,  while  their 
TaJIey  ufed  to  be  regaled  with  the  moft  generous 
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wines  and  richeft  dainties,  is  now  tormented  with 
the.  naufeournefs  of  brimOone  and  putrefa6^ion.  In 
the  mean  time,  their  hands ^  their/rr/,  their  hcaJs^ 
their  heariSy  their  whole  body,  in  (liort,  with  all 
its  memi  ers,  fliares  in  the  woe,  and  contributes  ro 
the  piinifhmentof  thefe  miferable  wretches.  Thus 

"  All  thofe  powers  heaven  gave  them  to  fupply 
Their  foul  with  pleafure,  and  bring  in  their  joy. 
Rife  up  in  arms  againft  them,  join  the  foe, 
Senfe,  reafon,  memory,  encreafe  their  woe ; 
And  there  their  voice,  ordain'd  on  hymns  to  dwell. 
Corrupts  to  groans,  and  blf»ws  the  flames  of  hell; 
There  they  muR  look  with  terror  on  their  gain. 
And  with  exigence,  only  meafure  pain." 

TO.  Such  is  the  def^ru61ion  wherewith  Chrifl-, 
when  he  cometh,  will  recompence  thofe  who  know 
not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel.  I  mean,  this  is 
a  faint  fiHurc  of  it.  For  as  to  their  mifery  itfelf, 
io  far  have  1  been,  while  attempting  to  defcribe  if, 
from  dipping  my  pencil  in  too  deep  colours,  that 
the  whole  creation  affords  none  deep  enough  to  re- 
prefent  a  thoufandth  part  of  its  greatnefs.  For  as 
**  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath 
it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  what 
God  hath  prepared  for  thofe  who  love  him  ;  "  fo 
the  fame  may  we  afhrm  concerning  the  torments 
refervcd  for  thofe  who  hate  him.  **  Eye  hath  not 
feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  "  thefe  :  our  moft  en- 
larged conceptions  fall  far  fhort  of  them.  How- 
ever, we  fee  enough  of  them,  (one  would  fuppofe) 
to  awaken  our  fear,  and  arm  our  fouls  with  watch- 
ful care  to  avoid  them. 

This  is  the  end  I  have  had  in  view,  in  difcours- 
ing  on  this  difagreeable  fubjed^.  I  mean  hereby, 
thro'  the  grace  of  God,  to  prevent  your  ever  (bar- 
ing thefe  unknown  fufferings,  and  proving,  to  your 
eternal  forrow,  how  vallly  my  d-Icription  falls  . 
G  4  fhort 
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fhort  of  their  reality.  And  that  I  may  not  mifs 
my  aim,  I  beg  leave  to  addrefs  you  a  moment  bv 
way  of  application  and  improvement,  before  I 
conclude. 

And  lO,  Let  me  intreat  you  to  recolledl  what 
has  been  proved,  and  to  remember,  that  while 
**  you  know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel,  '* 
you  are  perpetually  liable  to  all  the  unknown  and 
unfathomable  horrors  of  this  mifery.  Yes,  this 
great  "gulph  which  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  have 
unvailed  to  your  view,  and  advifed  you  to  caft  a 
look  towards,  before  you  plunge  headlong  into 
it ;  this  abyfs  of  mifery,  beneath  your  very  feet, 
as  it  vvere, 

**  Expands  its  ja^'s,  how  dreadful  to  furvey  ! 
And  roars  outrageous  for  its  dellin'd  prey.'* 

Ah,  my  friends  ;  be  not  fo  childifh  as  to  think 
the  bare  (hutting  your  eyes  againft  its  dlfmal 
gloom,  pierced  with  Ihafted  lightening,  and 
Hreaked  with  fpiry  flames,  will  make  it  ceafe  to 
exift,  prevent  your  falling  inro  it,  or  render  it  in 
any  degree  the  more  tolerable.  As  well  might 
you  think  to  extinguifli  the  fun  by  clofing  your 
eyes,  or  to  avoid  a  cannon  ball  by  looking  ano- 
ther way.  You  may  indeed  turn  away  your  fight 
from  this  perdition,  fix  your  attention  on  fome 
more  agreeable  fubje  *,  and  fo  avoid  the  prefent 
pain  Mhich  fuch  reflecSlions  might  produce.  But 
alas  !  you  will  gain  little  by  this  ;  for  to  fliun  the 
confideration  of  this  mifery  now,  is  the  way  to 
continue  in  fin,  and  fufl^er  it  eternally  hereafter. 

2.  And  wilt  thou  then  fliut  thine  eyes,  and  leap 
■wilfully  and  obftinately  into  ruin  ?  Ah,  finner, 
think  what  thou  doft  !  And  haft  thou  then  count- 
ed the  coft  ?  Canft  thou  indeed  bear  this  de- 
vouring fire   which  yet  will   not  confume  thee  ? 

Canft 
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Canft  thou  dwell  with  thefe  everlafting  burnings, 
for  which  thou  wilt  be  the  everlarting  fuel, 
where 

"  Thy  torment  muft  tmnfcend 
The  reach  of  time,  dcfpair  a  diliant  end. 
With  dreadful  growth  (hoot  forward  and  arifc 
Where  thought  can't  follow,  and  bold  fancy  dies." 

Poor  unhappy  wretch  !  how  infatuated  muft  thou 
be  ! — If  thy  mind  were  not  blinded  by  the  god 
of  this  world,  and  thy  very  fenfes  drenched  in 
fenfuality,  and  ftupified  by  the  opiates  of  fin,  if 
thou  hadH:  any  power  of  difcerning  or  feeling  left, 
I  would  afk  thee  how  thou  couldft  bear  to  be  fud- 
denly  Oript  of  all  thy  earthly  pofleiTions,  totally 
Aferted  of  all  thy  friends,  arrefted  by  mercilefs 
creditors,  confined  in  a  dark  dungeon,  loaded  with 
heavy  irons  ;  and  in  this  condition,  ftarving  with 
hunger  and  cold,  dnd  deflitute  of  every  neceifary 
accommodation  and  attendance,  to  be  vifited  with 
torturing  pain  or  fome  loathfume  difcafe  ?  Sure 
thou  hart  love  enough  for  thy  money,  thy  credit, 
thy  friends,  thy  liberty,  thy  health,  and  in  fine, 
thy  life,  to  fee  that  all  thefe  calamities  befalling 
thee  at  once,  would  be  indeed  intolerable,  to 
fhee  (at  leaftj  who  haft  no  intereft  in  God  and 
heaven.  But  furely  thou  doft  not  think  that  all 
thefe  calamities  put  together,  and  ten  thoufand 
times  more  and  greater,  can  give  an  adequate  re- 
prefentation  of  that  doleful  place,  which  infinite 
zuifdom  hath  contrived,  almighty  poiver  prepared, 
and  inexorable  jujiice  dcftined  for  the  punilhmcnt  of 
incorrigible  tranfgrcffors  ? 

Believe  me,  all  the  evils  thou  haft  ever  beheld 
"with  thine  eyes,  heard  with  thine  ears,  or  con- 
ceived in  thy  heart,  nay,  all  tliat  thou  cnuldft 
ever  conceive,  if  thou  waft  to  fpend  an  eternity  ia 
doing  nothing  elfe,  but  devifing  forms  of  woe  and 
G  5  changes 
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changes  of  mifery,  if  all  coHe(5>cd  together,  and 
appointed  to  befall  thy  wretched  feif  in  one  moment 
of  time,  would  not  furnilh  thee  with  an  adequate 
idea  of  that  future  and  everlafting  ruin,  in  which 
(if  thy  fpeedy  repentance  prevent  not)  thou  muft, 
ere  long,  lift  up  thy  ghaftly  eyes,  begging  in  vain 
for   a   drop   of  water   to   cool  thy  tongue,   becaufe 

thou   wilt  be  tormented  in  that  flame And  then, 

Eternity  I  Eternity  !  ah,  to  fpend  a  never-ending 
eternity  in  fuch  arguifh  1  '1  o  be  *'  ages  and  ages, 
and  fucceeding  itill  new  ages,"  in  that  lake  of 
fire,  burning  with  brimftone,  and  after  millions  of 
ages'  :\re  part  and  gone,  ftili  to  have  the  wretched 
confolation  of  knowing  that  thy  mifery  is  no  nearer 
an  end,  but  all,  as  it  were,  to  begin  again  !  Ah! 
who  can  bear  even  to  think  of  this  !  The  ve^iy 
thought  of  fuch  woe  is  enough  to  make  one's  blood 
run  chill,  and  fill  one's  foul  with  horror!  It  is 
enough  to  make  one's  head  giddy  with  fear,  to 
look  down  that  dark  and  fiery  pic  into  v.hich  poor 
finners  are  perpetually  plunging,  blinded  and  in- 
fenfibk,  till  the  penetrating  fi:e  makes  them /^^Z, 
and  the  glaring  flames  of  tophet  open  their  eyes  to 
behold  themfelves  undone  for  ever! 

4.  Ah  !  flee,  finner !  flee  from  this  wrath  to 
come  ! — But  Ray,  and  firrt  falling  down  on  thy 
knees,  foltmnly  praife  God,  that  it  is  not  yet  too 
late.  Thank  him  from  thy  inmoft  foul,  that  he 
has  not  yet  cut  thee  dov.'n,  and  afllgned  thee  thy 
portion  in  this  place  of  torm.ent !  But  oh  !  dare 
not,  at  the  peril  of  thy  foul,  tempt  his  long-fufl-'er- 
ing  any  longer! — Do  not  perfifl  to  provoke  that 
fierce  and  almighty  wrath  which  thy  fins  have 
already  kindled  againfl  thcc,  and  which  (had  not 
the  precious  blood  of  Chrilt  been  poured  upon  the 
flame)  would  long,  ere  now,  have  utterly  con- 
fumed  thy  unholy  foul,  and  made  thee  a  monu- 
ment of  vcrgeancc   to  others  1     Do  not,    I    hv, 
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pcrfifl  to  provoke  an  holy  God,  left  Chrift  fhould 
ceafe  to  interpofe,  and  fiery  indignation  fhould,  in 
an  inftanf,  blaft  all  thy  hopes,  and  devour  thee  as 
his  adverfary  !  Confidcr  how  many  years  he  has 
already  interceded  for  thy  barren  foul,  **  Let  him 
alone  this  year  alfo."  But  alas  !  hitherto  he  has 
prevailed  in  vain  for  thy  reprieve,  for  to  this  day 
thou  haft  borne  no  good  fruit.  Still,  ftill  thou  art 
only  a  cumberer  ot  the  ground  !  And  who  knows 
whether  he  has  not  already  put  up  the  laft  prayer 
for  thee,  and  commifTioncd  mc,  by  thefc  terrors  of 
the  almighty,  to  dig  for  the  laft  time  about  thy 
roots  ! — If  thou  bear  fruit,  it  is  well,  but  if  not, 
if  even  this  earthquake  of  God's  judgments  do 
not  fliake  thee  ;  if  after  this  Chrift  come  feeking 
fruit  on  thee  and  find  none,  what  remains,  but  that 
he  fay,  **  Let  no  fruit  grow  on  thee  from  hence- 
forth and  for  ever,"  or,  **  Cut  it  down,  why  cum- 
bereth  if  the  ground  ?" 

5.  Therefore,  delay  no  longer,  but  while  thy 
glafs  of  time  is  not  yet  run  out ;  while  the  fun  of 
divine  Love  is  not  yet  gone  down  upon  thee  ; 
while  the  long-fuftcring  of  God  the  Father  ftill 
waits  to  be  gracious  ;  while  the  companionate 
friend  of  finners  ftill  intercedes  for  thee  ;  while  the 
ever-blefled  Spirit  is  not  yet  provoked  to  bid  thee 
an  eternal  adieu,  but  ftill  continues  to  ftrive  with 
thee; — in  lliort,  while  there  is  yet  any  hope  con- 
cerning thee  among  the  bleiled  inhabitants  of 
Heaven,  that  thou  mayeft,  after  all,  be  faved  ;  or 
any  fear  concerning  thee,  among  the  fiends  of 
Hell,  left  after  all  thou  lliouldeft  efcape  that  place 
of  torment  ;  before  the  door  of  falvarion  is  for 
ever  ftiut  againft  thee,  before  yawning  Tophet  has 
devoured,  and  clofcd  its  mouth  upon  thee. — Flee, 
finncr  ;  flee  ^  at  the  peril  of  thy  foul,  flee! — But 
whence  and  whither  flialt  thou  flee  ? — Flee  from 
thy  Jins,  thy  luhewarmnefsy  thy  unbelief;  flee  to 
Calvary,  to  the  Crof?,  to  Jelus,  to  tlie  Fountain 
G  6  cpcncd 
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Opened  in  his  fide,  to  the  Blood  and  Water  which 
iifue  thence,  **  and  arife,  wafli  away  thy  fins,  call- 
ing on  the  nanie  of  the  Lord."  Apply  by  faith  his 
blood,  his  merits,  to  thy  guilty  confcience  ;  re- 
ceive by  faith  the  fan61ifying  graces  of  his  Spirit. 
Ennbrace  and  ever  hold  faft  the  blcffed  hope  of 
everlaftirg  life.  Let  thy  converfation  be  as  be- 
cometh  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift.  Thus  believe  and 
Ihew  thy  faith  by  thy  works,  and  as  fure  as  he  is 
the  refurredion  and  the  life,  fo  fure,  thQ'  ihc% 
mert  dead^  yet  Jhalt  thou  live^  and  living  and  bc-^ 
lieving  in  hitny  Jhcdt  not  die  eternally. 
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ON 

THE  WISDOM  OF  WINNING  SOULS. 

PREACHED    AT    THE 

CONFERENCE  HELD  AT  LEEDS,   JULY  1793, 
And  publifhed  at  the  dcfire  of  the  Preachers. 

PROV.  Xl.  30. 

**  He  that  winneth  Souls  is  Wife." 

l.npHIS  is  a  book  of  Proverbs,  or  of  wife  2nd 
JL  weighty  Sayings,  many  of  which,  ahho* 
containing  felf-evident  truths,  and  fuch  as  only 
need  to  be  known,  that  they  may  be  approved,  are 
neverthelefs  ns/urprizing  as  they  are  injiruftive  and 
important.  Altho'  fome  of  them  might  have  been 
in  ufe  among  the  more  wife  and  civilized  parts  of 
mankind  for  many  generations,  even  from  the  time 
that  men  began  to  multiply  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  yet  it  -is  evident  that  mofl  of  them  were  firft 
fpoken  by  Solomon.  For  God  had  given  him, 
**  Wifdom  and  underftanding  exceeding  much,  and 
largcnefs  of  heart,  even  as  the  fand  that  is  on  the 
fea-(hore  :  and  his  wifdom  excelled  the  wifdom  of 
all  the  children  of  the  EafI:,  and  all  the  wifdom  of 
Egypt :"  infomuch  that  '*  all  the  earth  fought  unto 
him  to  Jicar  his  wifdom  j  for  his  fame  was  in  all 
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nations.  *  "  Now,  it  feems,  he  exprefTcd  his  wif- 
dom  chiefly  in  uttering  Apophthegms  or  Proverbs  ; 
for,  according  to  the  facred  hiliorian,  he  fpake 
three  thoufand  Proverbs :  Thefe,  fome  have 
thought,  were  colle6\ed  and  committed  to  writing 
by  his  Servants  who  attended  him  and  heard  his 
"wifdom.  But  thofe  contained  in  tliis  book,  which 
are,  I  believe,  not  quite  a  thoufand,  and  might 
probably  be  a  feledlion  from  the  reft,  were  un- 
doubtedly written  by  Solomon  himfelf,  and  that, 
at  the  motion  and  under  the  dire6lion  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

2.    Indeed  they  are  worthy  of  him,   the  Spirit  of 
Truth,  o{  Wijdomy  and  of  Grace,  as  their  Author,  and 
are  all  of  the  nature  of  the  fountain  from  whence 
they  flow  ;   nor  can  we  eafily  drink  of  thefe  pure 
and  tranfparent  ftreams,  without  being  at  once  en- 
lightened an<l  refrefhed.     Thefe  Proverbs  of  Solo- 
mon contain  the  water   of  life,  as  well   as  other 
parts  of  the  facred  Volume  ;  and  with  one  peculiar 
advantage  ;   we   need  not  dig  deep  to  arrive   at  it. 
Their  fenfe  is,   in  general,  obvious  to  the  meaneft 
capacity,  and  that  at  the  firft  fight,   and  yet  is  not 
the  lefs  ufeful  and  important  for  being  fo  eafily  ap- 
prehended.    Add  to  this,  that  they  have   a  coni' 
rnand'ing  influence  over  the  mind  and   heart  ;   and 
while  they  challenge  the  aflfcnt  (-f  the  Underftand- 
ing,  fubdue  the  will,  and  win  the  afl^edlions.    This 
perhaps  may  be  intimated  in  the  original  term  here 
tranilated  Proverbs  :    For  it  is  derived  from  a  word 
that  fignifies  to  rule,  or  have  dojn'imon. 

3.  The  world,  indeed,  as  a  pious  and  judicious 
Writer  obfervQS,  is  governed  by  Proverbs,  <*  As 
faith  the  Proverb  of  the  Ancients, t "  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Vulgar,  "  As  the  old  faying  is,"  has 
much  influence  with  moft  people.     But  there   arc 

*  1  Kings  iv.  23,  and  x.  24       f  Sam,  xxxlv.  13. 
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Proverbs  which  tend  to  corrupt  men's  minds,  and 
harden  them  in  fin.  For  the  Devil,  the  World, 
and  the  Flefh,  have  their  Proverbs.  To  guard  us 
againil:  the  evil  influence  of  thcfe,  let  us  confider 
and  lay  to  heart  thefe  Proverbs  of  God,  that  are  (o 
falutary,  and  are  intended  as  an  antidote  againft 
the  baleful  effcds  of  the  other.  For  inflance  : 
Does  Satan  fuggeft  that,  *'  it  is  wife  and  commend- 
able to  give  every  man  as  good  as  he  brings,  "  and 
fufPer  no  injury  to  pafs  unrevenged  ?  To  defend 
our  minds  againft  the  pernicious  tendency  of  this 
hcllKli  maxim,  let  us  remember,  *' That  He  that 
is  flow  to  anger,  is  better  than  the  mighty  •  and  he 
that  ruleth  his  fpirit,  than  he  that  takerh  a  city.  *  " 
Does  the  Flefh  inculcate,  *'  He  is  a  wife  man  that 
does  well  to  himfelf,  "  that  eats,  and  drinks,  and 
gratifies  his  appetites?  Nay,  let  us  rather  be- 
lieve, inafmuch  as  '*  If  we  live  afrt^r  the  fleih  we 
fliall  die;"  <*  that  altho'  this  way  fecmcth  right 
unto  a  man,  the  end  thereof  is  the  way  of  death.  " 
Does  the  world  preach,  <*Gain  all  you  can  :  for 
he  is  a  wife  man  that  gains  wealth?"  As  a  prefer- 
vative  againll  this,  let  us  be  alTured  and  lay  it  to 
heart,  that,  *<  the  fruit  of  the  righteous  is  a  tree  of 
life  ;  "  and  that  hcj  rather,  <*  that  v»i:mcth  fouls 
is  v\ife. " 

4.  By  the  righteous,  here,  we  are  to  undcrftand 
thofe  who  arc  fuch,  not  in  outward  appearance 
only,  but  in  reality  ;  thofe  to  whom  rlghteoufnefs 
is  tmpiitedy  in  whom  it  is  implanted^  and  by  whom 
it  \s  praififed ;  in  other  wortis,  thofe  that  are  juf« 
tified,  regenerated,  and  rendered  obedient  to  fhc 
holy  Will  of  (jod,  by  a  faith  working  by  love, 
Thefe,  by  Ifaiah,  are  termed,  **  Trees  of  righ- 
teoufncfs,  the   planting   of  tl.e  Lord,   that  he  niay 

*  Frov.  Xvi    3i. 
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be  glorified,  t  "  viz.  by  the  fruit  they  bear.  For 
**  herein,"  faid  Jefus,  **  is  my  heavenly  Father 
glorified,  that  ye  bring  forth  much  fruit."  And 
their  graces  and  virtues^  with  the  effect  thereof  in 
promoting  the  honour  of  God  and  the  good  of 
mankind,  are  the  fruit  they  bear;  fuch  as  their  faith, 
hope,  and  love;  juftice,  mercy,  charily;  their 
knowledge,  zeal,  diligence  ;  their  example,  in^ 
flru6tions,  reproofs,  and  prayers  ;  their  intereft  in 
heaven,  and  influence  on  earth.  Thefe  are,  as 
the  fruit  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  precious  and  ufeful ; 
being  the  means,  frequently,  of  preferving  and 
rendering  more  ufeful  even  the  prefent  life  ;  and, 
■which  is  of  much  greater  moment,  of  communi- 
cating or  increafing  fpiritual  Vifcy  and  of  bringing 
men  to  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  life. 

5.   Hence  it  appears,  what  great  blefllngs  good 
men  are,  in  the  places  where  divine  Providence  has 
caft  their  lot.     They  produce  abundance  of  fruit, 
like  that  of  the  Tree  of  Life.     Nay,  they   even 
win  fouls.     For  the  words  may  be  rendered,   with 
equal  propriety,  He  that  is  wife  winnslh  fouls.   And, 
underrtood  in  this  fenfe,  the  latter  part  of  the  fen- 
tence  may  be  confidered  as  explanatory  of  the  for- 
mer,  or  as  an  enlargement  of  it's  meaning.   Thus, 
The  righteous  produce  fruit,  like  that  of  the  tree  of 
life  :   for  being  wife  they  win  fouls.  They  are  trees 
of  knowledgey  as  well  as  of  life  ;   r\ot  forbidden y  but 
commanded  knowledge  ;  and  by  communicating  their 
wifdom,   they   winfoulsy    and  make  them  wife  unto 
falvation.     However,    I  fliall  take  the  words  in  the 
fenfe  of  our   Tranflation,    He  that  winneth  fouls  is 
wifej  becaufe,  when  thus  underftood,  they  contain 
a  propofition  not  only  of  the  ftricleft  truth,  but  of 
the    deepeft  importance  ;    and  a   truth  peculiarly 

t  Ifa.  Ixiii.  3. 
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worthy  of  our  ferious  confidcraticn  at  this  time, 
when  we  are  met  together,  in  folemn  Conference, 
to  confuh  rc^pc6ting  the  ivnys  anci  7/;<y/w.v  of  winning 
fouls,  and  of  enlarging  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,and 
with  a  view  to  encourage  one  another  to  undertake 
and  profecute  this  blcfled  work  faithfully.  I  hope 
therefore  for  your  very  feiious  attention,  while  we 
confidcr, 

I.  What  is  implied  in  lu'inning fouls  P  and  when 
a  foul  may  be  faid  to  be  won  P 

II.  In  zvhat  way  fouls  may  be  won,  or  the  means 
to  be  ufed  in  winning  them  ? 

III.  How  it  appears  that  it  is  wtfdom  to  win 
fouls  ? 

IV.  IVho  are  concerned  in  this  declaration? 
JVhofe  duty  it  is  to  win  fouls  ? 

I.  And  firfl,  confidcr  we  what  is  implied  In 
winning  fouls,  and  when  a  foul  may  be  faid  to  be 
won  ? 

I.  This  phrafe,  to  zvin  fouls y  docs  not  occur,  I 
think,  again  in  Scripture,  and  is  capable  of  being 
underftood  in  different  fenfes.  Some  may  confidcr 
the  exprcffion  as  meaning  no  more  than  to  win  the 
hearts  and  affedtions  of  others,  fo  as  to  make  them 
our  true  friends,  fincerely  attached  to  our  intereft. 
And  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  there  are  cafes  in 
which  to  do  this,  is  both  lawful  and  conimendable. 
If  we  ourfelves  be  the  real  friends  of  God  and 
mankind,  and  are  employed  in  promoting  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  Redeemer  in  the  world,  it  is  not  a 
blamable,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  virtuous  and 
praife-worthy  conducfl,  to  ufe  every  prudent  and 
lawful  means  of  engaging  the  efteem  and  love  of 
our  fellow-creatures,  that  we  may  induce  them  to 
favour  the  caufe  in  which  we  are  embarked.     In 
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a  fenfe  fomewhat  fimilar  to  this,  our  Lord  is  to  be 
underllood  when  he  commands  us,  to  **  make 
ourfclves  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteouf- 
nefs  ;  "  that  is,  by  a  proper  ufe  of  the  ?nammon  or 
wealthy  generally  employed  in  an  unrighteous  man- 
ner, <*  that  when  we  fail,  they  may  receive  us  in- 
to everlafiing  habitations,"  may  appear  for  us,  bear 
witnefs  to  our  good  works,  and  bid  us  welcome  in- 
to the  heavenly  regions.  Now,  if  we  mav  law- 
fully make  ourfclves  friends,  by  our  beneficence 
and  liberality,  with  a  view  to  our  own  happinefs, 
we  may  much  more  do  it,  with  a  view  to  the  glory 
of  .God.  But  neverthelefs,  inafmuch  as  the  in- 
fpired  Penman,  when  he  affirms,  **  He  that  win- 
neth  fouls  is  wife,  "  feems  plainly  to  affirm  an  ah- 
Jolute  and  unlverjal  Truth  \  and  it  is  not  abfolutely 
and  univerfally  true,  that  he  who  wins  the  affec- 
tions of  mankind,  and  makes  them  his  friends,  is 
lu'ije ;  therefore,  we  have  reafon  to  think  this  is 
not  the  meaning  of  Solomon  in  thefe  words. 

2.  For  the  fame  reafon,  by  zvinning  fouls ^  here, 
cannot  be  meant  the  inducing  people  to  embrace 
our  opinions^  whether  on  religious ^  political y  or  any 
other  fubjefls.  It  is  true,  if  our  opinions  hcfcrip^ 
turaly  efpecially  refpeding  the  important  matters 
of  religion,  we  do  thofe  no  fmall  favour  whom  we 
perfuade  to  embrace  them.  Yet  flill,  as  we  have 
reafon  to  believe  there  are  few  perfons  but  what  are 
entangled  in  fome  errors,  and  thofe  perhaps  of  no 
fmall  moment,  it  can  never  be  affirmed,  abfolutely 
and  univerfally,  that  he  who  winneth  fouls  in  this 
fenfe,  that  brings  them  over  to  his  way  of  think- 
ing, is  wife.  For  if  his  fentiments  be  erroneous, 
and  he  induce  others  to  embrace  them,  he  may 
poffibly  be  the  caufe  of  their  cverlafting  damna- 
tion. For  being  intangled  in  error,  they  may  alGo 
be  led  into  fin,'  (all  error  having,  more  or  lefs,  a 
deftrudtive    tendency,)    and' of   confequence    into 
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Hell,  and  in  the  end  their  blood  may  be  reqliired 
at  the  hands  of  him  who  firll-  nnifled  thcin.  So 
that  before  Vve  ufe  means  to  inftil  our  opinions  into 
others,  we  ought  to  be  v/cH  alfured  that  they  have 
the  fancflion  of  rcafon  and  truth,  left  we  (hould  be 
ignorantly  adminiftering  poifon  indead  of  whole- 
(owe  foody  and  murdering  thofe  fouls  we  meant  to 
feed.  In  which  cafe,  as  our  pica  of  ignorance  will 
be  but  a  fmall  rccompcncc,  and  a  poor  fupportand 
confolation,  amidft  their  cvcrlafting  burnings,  to 
thofe  whom  we  have  deprived  of  eternal  life,  and 
plunged  into  eternal  death  ;  (o  neither  will  it  be 
allowed  before  God  as  a  fuflicient  excufe  for  our 
guilt. 

3.  It  will  hardly  be  neceflary,  after  what  has 
juft  been  advanced,  to  obfervc,  that  by  winning 
fouls,  cannot  be  meant  the  bringing  people  over 
to  the  party  with  which  wc  may  happen  to  be  con- 
necfled.  This,  it  will  eafily  be  difccrned,  may  prove 
a  blcffing  to  them  or  a  curfe,  according  as  the 
members  of  fuch  a  party  are  or  are  not  the  true  fol- 
lowers of  Chrift.  If  they  be  fuch,  to  draw  perfons 
into  Society  and  communion  with  them,  may  be  the 
mean  of  faving  of  their  fouls:  for,  "He  that  walk- 
eth  with  wife  men  (hall  be  wife."  They  that  **  fear 
the  Lord,"  and  are  united  together  in  Chriftian  fel- 
lowfhip,  **  fpeak  often  one  to  another,"  by  way  of 
inflrucflion,  reproof,  or  confolation,  as  they  appear 
feverally  to  ftand  in  need  :  yea,  they  **  exhort  one 
another  daily,"  and  the  confequence  generally  is, 
not  only  that  *^  the  Lord  hearkens  and  hears  ;  and 
a  book  of  remembrance  is  written,"  but,  by  this 
they  prevent  <3«  evil  heart  of  unbelief  from  fpringing 
up  in  themfelves  and  others,  and  prefervc  one  ano- 
ther from  being  *«  hardened  by  the  deceitfulnefs 
of  fin."  On  the  contrary,  as  we  are  afTured  that 
**  a  companion  of  fools  fliall  be  deftroycd,"  if  we 
be  conne^cd  Vfhh  fooh,  that  is  Jinners,  continuing 
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in  fin,  and  not  the  real  children  of  God,  thofe 
whom  we  draw  over  to  fuch  a  party,  we  draw  to 
their  ruin  and  deflru6\ion.  So  that  in  this  cafe 
too,  as  well  as  in  ihofe  before  mentioned,  it  con- 
cerns us  to  confiier  well  what  wc  do.  Let  us 
take  care  that  we  be  connc6led  with  the  people  of 
God,  with  thofe  that  are  wife,  holy  and  virtuous  ; 
and  then,  the  more  we  induce  to  enter  into  feU 
iowfh'p  with  us,  the  better.  For  by  having  fel- 
lowlhip  with  the  difciples,  they  will  be  introduced 
into  fellowfliip  with  their  Mafler  ;  and  from  union 
with  thofe  that  are  fandlified,  they  will  afpire  to 
an  union  with  him  that  fandifieth.  And  their 
union  and  communion  with  him  on  earth,  will  in- 
fallibly prepare  them  for,  while  it  manifef^s  their 
title  to^  everlafting  fcllowfhip  with  him  in  heaven. 
4.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
no  fmall  moment  to  win  Joiih^  even  in  this  fenfe  ; 
to  bring  them  to  be  united  with  the  children  of 
God.  This,  however,  is  not  what  is  primarily 
meant  in  our  Text.  It  is  not  the  drawing  fouls 
into  union  with  the  people  of  Gnd,  but  into  fel- 
lowfhip  with  God  himfelf,  that  is  here  intended. 
In  other  words,  it  is  the  <*  turning  of  them  from 
darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgivenefs  of 
iins,  and  an  inheritance  among  them  that  are  fanc- 
tified,  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus."  By  nature,  men 
are  in  darknefs,  and  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Prince  of  darknefs.  They  are  the  fervants,  the 
children,  and  in  feme  fenfe,  the  property  of 
Satan,  who  is  the  **  god  of  this  world,  and 
worketh  -with  energy  in  the  children  of  difobedi- 
ence.'*  «'  His  fervants  ye  are,"  faid  St.  Paul, 
'*  whom  ye  obey."  *'  Ye  are  of  your  Father  the 
Devil,"  faid  Jefus,  to  the  unconverted  Jews, 
**  for  his  works  ye  do."     Jews  and  Gentiles,  yea 
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all  mankind,  while  in  an  unrenevved  (late,  are, 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  **  dead  in  trefpafTes 
and  fins,  and  children  of  wrath  ;"  that  is,  under 
condemnation,  and  expofcd  to  the  wrath  of  God. 
Now  to  win  them  is  to  bring  them  into  the  favour 
and  family  of  God,  that  being  jufiified  by  his 
grace,  born  of  his  Spirit,  and  made  his  cliildren, 
they  may  be  conflitutcd  heirs  according  to  ihe  hope 
cf  eternal  life^  glorifying  him  in  tlicir  bodies  and 
fpirits  here,  and  prepared  to  be  glorified  with  him 
hereafter. 

5.  But  it  will  be  necefTary  more  particularly  to 
defcribe  thofe  that  are  thus  v\on.  And  id,  They 
are  cnlightenui  by  the  Spirit  as  well  as  Word  of 
God,  and  made  truly  acquainted  with  thcmjelvcs. 
They  are  convinced  of  their  rinfulnefs  and  guilt, 
their  depravity,  weaknefs,  and  mifery  \  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  they  experience  that  humiliation 
and  forrow  for,  and  that  hatred  to  fin,  which  con- 
flitute  that  **  Repentance  which  is  unto  life,  and 
which  need  not  to  be  repented  of."  This  never 
fails  to  be  followed  ^'\\\\  fruits  worthy  of  repentance. 
They  **  ceafe  to  do  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well," 
in  all  refpe61s,  as  they  have  ability  and  opportu- 
nity. On  the  one  hand  they  are  **  biamelefs  and 
harmlefs,  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and  ptrverfe 
generation;"  and  on  the  other,  by  tlieir  good 
works,  they  <*  (hine  as  lights  in  the  world." 

A  2nd  particular,  implied  in  the  chara6icr  of 
fuch  fouls  as  are  won,  is,  they  are  enlightened  ivith 
the  faving  knowledge  of  Chriji,  He  is  revealed  to 
them  as  to  his  perfon  and  offices,  his  humiliation 
and  exaltation,  his  grace  and  glory,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that,  renouncing  all  dependance  on  their 
own  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  they  truft  only  on 
his  Merit  and  Spirit,  for  pardon,  holinefs  and 
eternal  life.  Hereby  they  obtain  an  intereft  in 
him^    and    union    with    him,     as    their    Prophet, 
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Pricfr,  and  King,  their  Redeemer,  Saviour,  Head, 
and  Hulband  ;  made  of  God  unto  thtm,  wildom, 
rigl'jteoufnefs,   fandification,   and  redemption. 

in  confcqucnce  ot  this,  3dly,  as  St.  Peter  tef- 
tifies,  they  find  him  precious,  they  f.nccrcly  and 
fervently  love  him  Indeed,  if  they  did  not,  they 
would  want  one  very  important  branch  of  the 
character  of  fuch  fouls  as  are  won.  P'or,  as  grace 
znd  peace  are  the  property  of  all  thofe  that  love  the 
Lord  Jefus  in  fincerity  *,  fo  ''  if  any  man  love 
him  not,  he  is  anathema  ;"  that  is,  under  a  curfe: 
Jl^aranathay  adds  the  Apoflle,  a  Syriac  expreflion, 
which  means.  The  Lord  comethy  viz,  to  execute  that 
curfe,  and  take  vengeance  upon  him.  And  it  is 
to  be  diligently  obferved,  that  this  love  is  always 
produ6live  of  the  fruits  afcribed  to  it  in  the  word 
of  God,  **  He  that  hath  my  commandments," 
faith  Jefus,  **  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is,  that 
loveth  me."  They  therefore,  that  love  him,  and 
are  truly  gained  over  from  Belial  to  Chrift,  live  to 
him.  For  **  The  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth  them" 
fo  to  do.  **  None  of  them  liveth  to  himfeif,  and 
none  of  them  dieth  to  himfeif;  but  whether  they 
live,  they  live  unto  the  Lord,  or  whether  they 
die,  they  die  unto  the  Lord  :  living  or  dying, 
therefore,  they  are  the  Lord's." 

Hence  it  is  that,  4thly,  as  St.  Paul  teflifies, 
they  are  new  creatures.  Old  things  are  pajj'ed  away^ 
and  all  things  are  become  new.  For  it  is  lo  natural 
for  a  man  to  live  to  himfeif,  to  make  his  own 
will  his  law,  and  his  own  honour,  or  intcrefl,  or 
plcafure,  his  end,  in  all  his  words  and  works,  that 
if  any  man  walk  by  another  rule,  viz.  the  divine 
will,  and  dire6f  his  ^<flions  to  another  end,  viz. 
the  glory  of  God,  he  muft  be  born  again,  or  re- 
newed in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind.     This,  therefore, 
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is  an  efTentlal  branch  of  the  cha racier  of  a  foul 
that  is  won.  Pie  is  **  waflied  in  the  lavtr  of  re- 
generation, and  renewed  by  the  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft."  He  has  **  put  off  tiie  old  man, 
and  put  on  the  new,  and  is  created  in  Clirift  Jefus 
unto  good  works."  And  this  divine  change,  begun 
in  his  foul,  mud  be  increafed  and  perfe6led.  God 
having  **  predeflinated  him  to  be  conformed  to  the 
image  of  his  Son,"  he  muO:  **  prefs  to  this  mark, 
for  the  prize  of  his  high  calling  of  God  in  Chiift 
Jefus  ;  forgetting  the  things  that  are  behind,  and 
afpiring  after  the  things  that  are  before."  It  muft 
be  his  ruling  defire,  and  principal  endeavour,  fo 
to  follow  Chrill,  that  he  may  have  in  him  the 
whole  mind  that  was  in  Chrift,  and  V\'alk  as  he 
walked  ;  glorifying  God  by  a  holy,  unblamable, 
edifying  condu(5l  and  converfation  ;  and  enduring 
with  refignation  and  patience  towards  God,  and 
meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  and  long-fufFerIng  tov. aids 
mankind,  all  the  trials  and  troubles,  injuries  and 
affronts,  which  in  the  courfe  of  Providence  he 
may  meet  with. 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  conlider,  2dly,  in  what  way 
fouls  may  be  won  ? 

I.  By  the  metaphorical  expreffion  here  ufed,  in 
the  original,  the  wife  man  feems  to  allude  to  the 
catching  of  hirds,  or  fijhy  or  the  taking  of  a  city 
flrongly  fortified.  And  perhaps,  without  incurring 
the  danger  of  being  deemed  very  fanciful,  1  might 
make  ufe  of  thefe  coniparifons  to  illuftrate  my  fub- 
je6^.  I  might  obferve,  that  the  minds  of  mea 
while  in  their  natural  (fate,  like  birds,  are  light, 
inconflant,  and  trifling,  winged  indeed,  furnifhed 
with  atfedions,  that  they  may  afcend  towards  hea- 
ven, but  loading  thofe  affedions  with  thick  clay, 
with  the  love  of  fin  and  vanity,  of  money,  honour, 
plcafurej  with  worldly  defircs  and  cares,  and  fink- 
ing 
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ing  down  to  earrh,  in  confequence  of  which,  they 
arc  entangled  in  the  mud  and  filth  of  ir,  and 
"  caught  alive  in  the  fnares  of  the  Devil,  and  led 
captive  by  him  at  his  will.  " 

2.  Now  in  order  that  "  God  may  give  them  re- 
pentance to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth,  that 
they  may  recover  themfelves  out  of  S:uan's  fnare,'* 
they  muil,  ift,  be  alarmed  ^A-nh  faithful  reprefenta- 
tions  ot  the  danger  they  are  in  while  unconverted. 
They  mull  be  given  to  know  that,  while  in  a  fallen 
ftate,  a  ftate  of  ignorance  and  fin,  of  guilt,  depra- 
vity, and  weaknefs,  they  are  the  fiibjcdSf  xhtfer- 
vantSf  nay,  and  the  childreyi  of  Satan  ;  joint-heirs 
with  him  of  future  wrath  \  to  which  wrath  it  mult 
be  proved  to  them,  they  are  continually  cxpofed, 
being  continually  on  the  verge  of -death  and  eter- 
nity. When  we  have  reafon  to  believe  they  are 
awakened  to  a  due  fenfe  of  their  danger,  and 
brought  to  be  ferioufly  concerned  about  eternal 
things,  they  mufl,  2dly,  be  allured^  by  unfolding 
the  precious  promifes  of  God,  made  to  them,  if  in 
true  repentance  and  faith  they  return  unto  him.    A 

free  zndfull pai'don  for  all  their  part  fins,  the  efpe- 
c'lal  favour  and  love  of  God,  adoption  into  his  fa- 
mily, and  regeneration  by  his  grace,  the  indwelling 
of  his  fan6lifying  Spirlty  and  communion  with  him 
from  day  to  day,  together  wirh  his  peculiar  care 
and  prote£iion,  mult  be  fet  before  them,  and  offered 
to  them,  <*  without  money  and  without  price." 
Thefe  privileges  they  muft  be  aiTured  may  be  en- 
joyed  on  eaith,  while  eternal  life,  felicity,  and 
glory,  are  laid  up  for  them  after  death,  in  the 
heavenly,  everlafting  kingdom  of  their  God  and 
Father. 

3.  Again.  That  they  may  make  more  hafle  to 
embrace  thefe  blefifings,  they  mufi,  3dly,  be  drawn 
with  the  cords  of  love,  the  love  of  God  in  Chrifl; 

Jefus, 
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Jefus  and  the  bands  of  a  man,  viz.  folid  reafon  and 
argument.     **  God  fo  loved  the  world,"  muft  be 
our   language,   *<  tiiat   he  gave  his   only   begotten 
Son,  that  whofocver  believeth  in  him  fliould   not 
perilh,    but  have   evcrlaliing   life.  "     *'  Herein,  '* 
we   muft   cry,  *' is  love;  not  that  we  loved   God, 
but  that  he  loved  us,  and  made  his  only   begotten 
Son  a  propitiation  for  our  fins.  "      **  For  when   we 
were  under  condemnation,  and  expofed  to  wrath, 
and  without  ftrengtU  to  help  ourfclves-,  in  due  tin  c 
Chrift  died  for  the  ungodly.  "   *'  Now  fcarcely  for 
a  righteous  man,"  we  muft  argue,  "  will  one  die  ; 
although  peradvcnture  for  a  good  man  fome  would 
even  dare  to  die.     But  Ciod  commendeth  his  love 
towards   us,   in   that  while   we   were   yet  finners, 
Chrift  died  for  us.     Much  more  then,  being  now 
juftified  by  his  blood,  we  ftiall  be  favcd  from  wrath 
thro'  him."     In  this  way  did  the  Apoftlcs  addrefs 
themfelves  to  the  guilty,  doubtful,  and  dcfponding 
children  of  men.     Thus  did  they  draw  them  unto 
the  Lord  Jefus,  and  bring  them  to  experience  the 
conftraining   power   of  love    divine.       Thus    did 
Chrift   himfelf  draw  mankind  unto  himfclf.     Be- 
ing **  lifted  up"   upon   the  crofs  for  loft  linners, 
being     "  wounded    for    their    tranfgreffions,    and 
bruifed  for  their  iniquities,  and  bearing  in  his  own 
body  on  the  tree,  the  chaftifement  of  their  peace," 
he   led   them  to  reflc6l  on  their  own  fmfulncfs  and 
guilt,  and  thus  to  judge  thar  ^*  If  one  died  for  alj, 
then  were  all  dead  ;  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that 
they   who   live,  (hould  not   henceforth   live  unto 
themfelves,  but   unto  him  that  died  for  them,  and 
rofc  again."      And    in  this   we  muft   imitate   our. 
Lord  and  his   Apoftles.     We   muft  dirc6l:  linners 
to  **  behold   the   Lamb  of  God   that  taketh  away 
the  fins  of  the  world  ;"  and  to  **  look  i^'pon  him 
whom  they  have  pierced,"  that  they  may  mourn  for 
H  '       thofe 
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thofe  fins,  which  were  the  caufes  of  his  fufferings, 
and  vow  to  crucify  thofe  lufts,  which  crucified 
the  Son  of  God.  In  the  mean  time,  like  him, 
his  Prophets  and  Apofiles,  we  mufl  reafon  with 
them  concerning  the  nature,  excellency,  and  ne- 
ceflity  of  true  religion,  and  demonfirate  how  little 
they  will  be  *^  profited,  if  they  fiiould  gain,  even,, 
the  whole  world,  and  lofe  their  own  fouls  ;"  and 
Ihew  what  a  poor  recompenfe  any  temporal  ac- 
quifitions,  however  valued,  and  coveted,  will  be 
tor  the  lofs  of  heavenly  riches  ;  and  what  a  fmall 
confolation  the  recolledlion  of  paft  temporal  plea- 
fures  will  be  to  them,  while  fufFering  the  tortured 
of  eternal  pain?, 

4.  If  after  all  they  linger,  they  mufl:  4th]y,  be 
driven  with  the  threatenings  of  the  word  of  God, 
as  M  ith  a  drawn  fword.  The  fiery  Law  of  the 
Moft  High  mufl:  be  difclofed,  flaihing  conviction 
into  the  guiltv  breaft,  and  thundering  forth  its 
curfes  frcm  Sinai,  amidft  blaclnejs^  and  darhnefs^ 
and  tempcj},  upon  the  unholy  and  profane.  Its 
Precepts  muft  be  unfolded  in  all  their  fpirituality, 
extent,  and  obligation  ;  and  its  threatenings  de- 
nounced in  all  their  mifcries  and  woes,  againft 
every  violator  of  it.  "  Curfed,"  muft  we  teflify, 
**  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things 
that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  moral  Law  to 
do  them."  And  left  they  Ihould  fuppofe,  that  the 
Gofpel  is  Icfs  holy  than  the  Law,  makes  more  al- 
lowance for  fin,  and  (hews  more  mercy  to  irrpeni- 
tent  finners,  going  on  in  their  trefpafles, — its  more 
dreadful  threatenings  muft  alfo  be  declared,  in 
all  their  awful  and  tremendous  terrors.  **  He 
that  believeth  not,"  we  muft  bear  witnefs,  *<  fhall 
be  damned-"  »<  (liall  be  puniihed  with  everlsft- 
ing  deftru«5tion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and 
from  the  glory  of  his  power."  <*  For  this,"  we  muft 

teftify, 
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tef^ify,  *'  is  the  condemnation,"  the  reafon  of  the 
juft  condemnation  of  thofe  that  perilh,   *<  that  liglit 
is  come  into   the  world,  and   men  love   darknefs 
rather   than   light,  bccaufe   their   deeds   are  evil." 
We   muft  exhort   them,   therefore,  *<  to  give  the 
more  earncft  heed   to  the  things  which  they  have 
heard,    left  at  any   time,     they  Ihould    let   them 
flip.     For  if  the   word    fpoken  by  Angels,"  (viz. 
the   Law   delivered  on   Sinai,    by   their   miniftiy) 
«'  was   ftedfaft,  and   every   trnnrgreft'ion  and  ad  of 
dlfobedience  received  a  juft  recompcnce  of  reward, 
how  fliall   they  efcape,"  we  muft  demand,   "  who 
negledt  fo  great  falvation"  as  is  offered  in  the  Gof- 
gel  ?  a   falvation  *'  which  begun   to  be  fpoken  by 
the  Lord,    and  was  confirmed   unto   us  by   ihem 
that   heard  him  ;  God   alfo  bearing  witnefs  both 
with   figns  and  wonders,  and  divers  miracles,  and 

fifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?"  **  He  that  defpifed  the 
,aw  of  Mofes,"  we  muft  remind  them,  '*  died 
without  mercy,  under  two  or  three  witneffes  ;"  and 
we  muft  leave  them  to  judge,  **  of  how  much 
forer  punifliment,"  it  is  certain,  <<  they  (hall  b* 
thought  worthy,  who  trample  under  foot  the  Son 
of  God,  count  the  Blood  of  the  Covenant  a 
common  thing,  and  do  defpite  unto  the  Spirit  ol 
Grace."  *<  Sec  then,"  we  muft  urge,  '*  that  y§ 
refufe  not  him  that  fpeaketh  ;  for  if  they  efcapcd 
not  that  turned  away  from  him  that  fpake  on  earth, 
much  Icfs  ftiall  we  efcape,  if  we  turn  away  from 
him  that  fpeaketh  from  heaven ;  whofe  voice,"  wt 
muft  proceed,  '*  then  fliook  the  earth  ;  but  now 
he  hath  promifed,  faying,  Yet  once  more  I  ftiake, 
not  the  earth  only,  but  heaven  alfo."  This  tim« 
of  terrible  (baking,  when  Jehovah  will  arife,  ia 
all  his  wrath,  to  <*  fhake  terribly  the  heavens, 
the  earth,  the  fea,  and  the  dry  land,  to  fhake  all 
nations  ;"  and  when  he  who  ought  to  be  *'  the  de^ 
lire  of  all  nations/'  *^  fliall  come,  the  fecond  time 
H  2  wit  hove 
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without  fin  ;  (liall  be  revealed  from  heaven  with 
his  mighry  Angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  ven- 
geance on  ihcm  that  know  not  God,  and  obey  not 
the.  Gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  : "— this 
awful  day  of  final  Judgment,  <*  when  the  heavens 
being  on  fire  (hall  be  diflolved,  and  the  elements 
fhall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  the  earth,  and  all 
its  works,  (hall  be  burnt  up,"  muft  be  difplayed  in 
all  its  terrors;  and  <'  Who  among  you,"  we 
ipufi:  aik,  ''can  bear  this  devouring  fire  ?  Who 
among  you  can  dwell  with  thefe  everlafting 
burning?;  ?" 

5.  Thcfe  awful  difcoveries,  are  intended  to 
drive  men  to  Chrill,  '*  the  hope  fet  before  them,'* 
that  they  m.ay  take  fancluary  in  him,  as  the  man- 
flayer  did  in  the  city  of  refuge,  when  purfued  by 
the  avenger  of  blood.  But,  if  we  find  that  in- 
Jtcad  of  having  this  efl^ed,  they  rather  drive  them 
from  him,  and  that,  viewing  him  as  a  Lawz'iver 
and  yiidgCy  rather  than  as  a  Redeemer  and  Saviour y 
they  are  terrified  under  a  fenfe  of  their  finfulnefs 
and  guilt,  and  are  afraid  to  approach  him  ;  we 
muft  endeavour  to  encourage  them  to  **  draw  near 
with  a  true  heart,  in  fu'l  aiTurance  of  faith." 
We  mufi  {tt  before  them  difcoveries  of  Ids  bound- 
lefs  mercy  and  love,  and  of  his  infinite  compaf- 
fions  for  their  manifold  infirmities,  and  muft 
give  them  afi'urances  of  a  welcome  reception,  and 
of  "  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need."  And  we 
muR  exhort  them,  in  dependance  on  this  grace,  to 
**  ilrive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate  ;  to  work  out 
their  falvation  with  fear  and  trcm.bling  ;  and  to 
give  all  diligence  to  make  their  calling  and  elec- 
tion fure." 

6.  That  they  may   find   no  poffible  way  of  ef- 
cp.ping,  we  mufi  endeavour  to  clofe  them  in  on  all 
^iditi^     The   Preachu-rs  of    the   Gofpel,    we   muft 
remember,  are  *'  fiOiers  of  men  ;"  and  the  Gof- 
pel 
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pel  they  preach  is  like  "  a  net  cnft  into  the  fea." 
This  net,  formed  of  the  various  dod^lrincs,  pre- 
cepts, promifes,  threatenings,  and  exhortations  of 
the  word  of  God,  we  mufl  make  ftrong,  by  argu- 
ments drawn  from  all  quarters,  from  nature^  pro- 
ijldenccj  and  grace  ;  from  tilings  I'ifible  arid  iiruiji- 
hle,  temporal y  and  eternal  \  and  muft  unfold  and 
fpread  it  over  the  fouls  of  men.  And  then,  by 
applying  the  word  which  we  have  explained,  muli, 
as  it  were,  **  clofc  the  net  upon  them,"  that  they 
may  indeed  be  caught ^  fo  as  not  to  efcape  \  and 
may  be  drawn  out  of  the  fca  of  this  world,  before 
it  becomes  a  lake  of  fire  burning  \\\\\\  brimfione, 
to  the  land  of  life  and  immortality. 

7.  To  ufe  one  metaphor  more,  which  alfo  fecms 
manifeftly  to  be  alludrd  to  in  the  Text  :  Souls 
muft  be  w^on  as  a  GVy,  Totvery  or  Strong-hold, 
poflefled  and  garrifoned,  is  won,  when  it  is  taken 
from  the  enemy.  Satan  has  manv  Jircng-holds,  in 
many  particular  families,  or  individuals y  whona, 
as  having  peculiar  influence,  thro'  their  learning, 
wealthy  or  authority,  he  labours  hard  to  fortify 
with  unbelief  and  fin,  and  to  pofl^efs  and  garrifon 
by  a  diabolical  agency,  that,  thro'  them,  he  may 
more  eafily  fubdue  and  retain  others  in  his  power. 
Now  even  thefe  forts,  and  toivers,  and  citadels  of 
the  Prince  of  darknefs  may  be  taken.  •*  Compel 
them  to  come  in,"  fays  Jefus  :  But  how  ?  By 
fire  and  fagot  ?  By  perfccution  ?  No  :  but  by 
Reafon  and  Scripture,  by  the  Word  and  Spirit  of 
God,  by  Faith  and  Prayer,  *<  For  the  weapons  of 
our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  thro'  God, 
to  the  pulling  down  the  flrong-holds  of  Satan,  and 
bringing  every  thought  into  captivity  to  the  obedi- 
ence of  Chrift." 

8.  Upon  the  whole,  thofe  that  would  v.'in  fouls 
muft  firft  be  deeply  concerned  to  win  them,  from 
a   fenfe  i^{  their  immenfe  value  \  and  this  concera 

H  3  muli 
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muft  appear  in  the  whole  of  their  deportment,  fi;i 
all   their  tempers,  words,  and  works.     This  will 
induce  them,  on  the  one  hand,  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
efforts   to  accomplifh  an  end  they  have  fo  much  at 
heart ;  and  on  the  oiher,  carefully  to  Ihun  and  guard 
againft  whatever  would  ob(lru6l  the  accompli(h- 
nient   of    it.      Secondly,    They    muft   ihew    that 
they   are  won  ihemfelves,  and  muft  give  full  proof 
of  their  converfion  to  God,  and  regeneration  thro* 
his  grace,  by  their  deadnefs  to  fin,  their  heavenly 
difpolitions  of  mind,  and   their   watchfulnefs  and 
circumfped  walking.     They  muft  be  examples  to 
mankind,  in  all  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  from 
day  to  day.     They  muft   thirdly,  ufe  the  meana 
which  God  hath   appointed,   in  order  to  this  end, 
and  in  particular,  reproof,  exhortation,  and  doc- 
tiine.     And  as  **  Servants  of  the  Lord,  they  muft 
not  ftrive,"    muft  not  contend,    but  muft    *<  be 
gentle  towards  all  men,  patient,  and  apt  to  teach^ 
in  meeknefs  inftrudling   thofe   that   oppofe   them- 
felves,  if  God,  peradventure,  will  give  them  re- 
pentance   to    the    acknowledging    of    the   truth ; 
that    they    may    be    faved."       I    (hall    only   add 
here,    that  another  and    moft    important  mean  to 
be  ufed   is  that   of  prayer,  fervent y  conjlant,  perfe- 
verlngy    and  faithful  prayer.       For  as   to  winning 
fouls,    of   ourf elves  ive  can  do  nothing.     <*  Not  by 
vifdom,  nor  by  might,"    is  this  great   work   ac- 
complilhed,  **  but  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord.'*" 
<<  Tne   help  that   is  done   upon  earth  he  doth  it 
himfelf;"    and   he   accordingly,    muft   be  fought 
unto  in  earnefi  prayer,  that  he  may  do  it. 

in.  We  come   now  to  the  third  general  head 

of  difcourfe  :     The  Wifdom  of  winning  Souls. 

I  ft.    They   who  win    fouls   are   zuife,    becaufe 

they  a(5t   according  to   the   WiU   of  the  infinitely 

wife  God,  and  co-operate  with  him  in  the  falva« 

tioa 


WINNING    SOULS.  17^ 

tioft  of  mankind.  *<  It  is  not  the  will  of  your 
heavenly  P'ather,"  faid  Jefus,  the  true  and  faith- 
ful interpreter  of  his  Father's  Will,  '•  that  one 
of  thefe  little  ones  {hould  perifh."  *'  He  is  not 
willing,"  faid  Peter,  **  that  any  fhould  perifh, 
but  that  all  fiiould  come  to  repentance.  '  **  He 
■willeth  all  men  to  be  faved,"  teftifies  St.  Paul, 
•*  and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth." 
Hence  it  was,  that  **  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  (hould  not 
perirti,  but  have  everlafting  life  ;"  yea,  **  he  fent 
his  Son  into  the  world;  not  to  condemn  the  world, 
but  that  the  world  thro*  him  might  be  faved." 
The  falvation  of  fouls,  therefore,  is  a  matter 
which  God  has  infinitely  at  heart,  and  to  accom- 
plifh  which,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghod, 
**  work  hitherto."  And  he  that  is  employed  in 
winning  fouls,  is,  in  this  particular,  a  <<  worker 
together  with  God ;"  which  to  be,  as  it  is  an 
high  honour,  fo  it  is  alfo  a  great  privilege  ;  and 
he  that  makes  choice  of  it,  manifefts  great  wif- 
dom,  even  a  wifdom  refembling  the  wifdorn  of 
God,  of  which,  indeed,  it  is  the  blcffed  fruit  and 
effea. 

Again,  2dly,  He  that  winneth  fouls  is  ivife,  be- 
caufe  he,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  glorifies  God. 
To  glorify  God,  is  to  knoiu  and  acknoivledge  the 
divine  glories,  or  perfe6lions,  and  to  be  fuitably 
influenced  by  them,  as  to  our  tempers,  words  and 
works.  Now  as  none  will  attempt  to  win  fouls 
who  do  not  thus  glorify  God  themfelves,  fo  ihcy 
bring  the  fouls  they  win  to  gloiify  him  too.  In 
other  words,  being  themfelves  **  wife  unto  falva- 
tion," they  arc  inftrumental  in  making  others  ^0. 
Fulfilling  themfelves  the  divine  will,  and  com- 
plying with  their  indifpenfable  duty,  they  prevail 
on  others  to  do  the  fame.  Embracing  themfelves 
H  4  the 
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the  ineHimable  privileges  and  bleflings  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  they  perfuade  others  to  embrace  thern  likcwife. 
All  which  difcovers  great  wifdom  ^  nor  can  any  one 
doubt  whether  it  be  wife  to  win  fowls,  unlefs  he,  at 
the  fame  time,  doubt  whether  it  bt  wife  to  glorify 
God,  and  bring  others  to  glorify  him  ;  which,  in 
efPedt,  would  be  to  doubt  whether  Angels  were 
wifcr  than  Devils.,  *'  The  fear  of  the  Lord," 
fays  the  infpired  Penman,  *•  that  is  wifdom  ;  and 
to  depart  from  evil  is  underftanding  ; "  and  of 
confequence,  to  bring  others  to  fear  him,  and  to 
depart  from  evil,  is  a  ftill  higher  degree  of  wif- 
dom and  underftanding 

3.  That  they  who  win  fouls  are  wife,  appears 
further  in  this:  They  recover  to  the  great  Crea- 
tor his  loft  creatures,  and  to  the  heavenly  Father 
his  loft  children.  Before  fouls  are  won,  they  are 
iofly  in  many  refpedts  ; — loft  to  God,  whom  they 
do  nor  ferve  and  glorify  ; — to  their  fellow  creatures^ 
whom  they  do  not  edify  \ — and  to  ihemfelves,  not 
being  either  holy  or  happy.      But   when   they   are 

"Won,  they   are  found ;> ^found  of  God,    whom 

they  now  glorify,  anfweritig  the  end  of  their  crea- 
tion   and    prefervation  ; found    of    their   fellow 

qreatures,  to  whom  they  are  now  truly  ufeful,  and 
that  in  matters  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  ; — 
and  found  of  th  mfelves,  being  iti  Chriji  new  crea^ 
tures,  and  truly  happy  in  communion  with  God. 
Now,  if  it  be  a  good,  and  therefore  a  wife  adtion, 
to  bring  back  ftraying  (heep  or  cattle,  loft  upon 
the  wild  mountains,  to  their  rightful  owner,  and 
an  a6tion  yet  better  and  wifer  to  recover  to  a  kind 
and  indulgent  Father  his  prodigal  and  loft  chil- 
dren ;  who  can  dcfcribe  the  wifdom  of  him  that 
brings  back  to  the  great  Creator  and  Parent  of  the 
Univerfe,  his  rational  and  immortal  offspring, 
that  had  at  once  dilhonoured  him,  and  ren- 
dered 
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dered    themfelvcs    moft    wretched    l^y    wandering 
frum  liini  ? 

4.  A  further  proof  of  the  great  wlfdom  of  win- 
ning fouls  is  found  in  this  ;  when  fouls  are  won, 
the  Prefcrvcr  and  Bcnefa^or  of  men,  in  whom 
they  live,  movcy  and  have  their  behi^,  and  who 
fparcs  them,  and  fupplies  their  wants  from  day  to 
driy,  that  they  may  turn  and  live  to  him,  fees  thd 
end  of  his  patience  and  long-fufferiiig  towards 
them,  at  length  anfwercd,  and  receives  due  praife 
for  his  many  and  undefcrved  benefits.  Now  if  it 
be  an  a6t  of  kindnefs  to  a  neighbour,  and  there- 
fore of  wifdorfiy  to  bring  his  difubedient  fervant, 
W'hom  he  had  long  f^d  and  clothed,  and  whofe 
wanrs  he  had  fupplied,  to  a  fenfe  of  his  duty  ta 
his  Mafter,  and  to  induce  him  to  perform  the  fer- 
vice  due  to  him,  to  whom  he  is  engaged,  and  by 
whom  he  has  been  fupported  ;  it  is,  furely  an 
inftance  of  abundantly  greaier  wifdom,  to  engage 
the  rational  creatures  of  God  to  become  faithful* 
fervants  of  their  divine  Maiter. 

5,  The  wifdom  of  winning  fouls  will  appear  in 
a  yet  more  ftriking  lighi,  if  we  connder  thit  the 
fouls  that  are  won,  are  not  only  creatures  ot  God, 
made,  and  preferved,  and  provided  for  by  him,, 
but  alfo  his  piirchafey  bought  with  a  price  of  im- 
menfe  value  ;  **  redeemed,  not  with  corruptible 
things,  fuch  as  filver  and  gold,  but  with  the  pre- 
cious Blood  of  the  Son  ot  God."  To  cfiimate,, 
therefore,  the  wifdom  of  winning  them,  is  to  ef- 
timate  the  value  of  the  Blood  fhed  for  their  Re- 
demption. Now  this,  it  is  well  known,  is  of  in^ 
finite  worth,  as  being  the  blood  of  a  perfon  of 
infinite  dignity.  Unfpeakable  therefore,  is  the 
wifdom  of  winning  fouls,  wliereby  the  Redeemer 
is  put  in  pofifefiion  of  the  purchafe  0^  his  Bloody 
and  fees  the  fruit  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  of 
his  extreme  fufFe rings. 

II  5  6.  Ag^in:: 
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6.  Again  :  As  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men  are 
the  puichafe  of  the  Blood  of  Chrift,  fo  are  they 
defigned  to  be  the  Temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be- 
ing made  for  this  end.  <<  Know  ye  not,"  fays  Sr. 
Paul,  to  the  believers  at  Corinth,  "  that  ye  are 
the  Temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
dwelleth  in  you  ?"  And  again,  **  Know  ye  not 
that  your  body  is  the  Temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
which  is  in  you,  which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye 
are  not  your  own  ? "  And  yet  again,  **  Ye  are 
the  Temple  of  the  living  God;  as  God  hath  faid, 
I  will  live  in  them,  and  walk  in  them."  But  let 
it  be  obferved,  this  is  fpoken  only  of  real  ChrlJ- 
tianSf  of  fouls  truly  won.  They,  and  only  they 
are,  flridly  fpeaking,  the  Temple  of  God,  and 
have  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelling  in  them.  As  to 
all  others,  although  made,  prefervedy  and  redeemed^ 
to  be  God's  Temples,  and  an  habitation  of  the 
Holy  One,  by  his  Spirit,  yet  they  are  not  fo  in 
reality  :  They  are  rather  temples  left  defoJatCy  and 
buildings  in  ruins.  But  as  foon  as  they  are  wofif 
they  are  rebuilt,  adorned,  and  inhabited  by  the 
God  of  Glory.  He,  therefore,  that  wins  fouls  is 
"wife  ;  for  he  is  an  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  God, 
of  rebuilding  and  beautifying  thefe  fpiritual  Tem- 
ples, and  of  preparing  the  way  of  the  King  of 
Glory  to  the  Throne  on  which  he  moft  defires  to 
fit  and  reign,  the  broken  and  contrite  heart  of  the 
humble  penitent. 

7.  As  a  ftill  further  proof  of  the  wifdom  of 
winning  fouls,  let  it  he  obferved,  that  when  fouls 
are  won,  rational  and  immortal  creatures,  perirti- 
ing  in  ignorance  and  fin,  in  depravity,  weaknefs, 
and  mifery,  are  faved.  They  efcape  their  prefent 
impurity  and  guilt,  and  attain  holinefs  and  happi- 
pefs  ;  and  pcrfevering  in  the  ways  of  God,  they 
obtain  everlatting  felicity  of  foul  and  body.    How 

great 
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great  then  is  the  wifdom  of  winning  fouls !  Were 
it  only  the  curious  machine  of  man's  hoJy^  fo  fear- 
fully ^wdi  wonderfully  made,  that  was  refcued  from 
death  and  corruption,  it  would  be  a  great  acquifi- 
tion  How  nuich  greater  and  more  important  a 
falvation  is  that  of  a  rntional  and  immortal  foul, 
capable  of  <uch  high  degrees  of  wifdom,  holincfs 
and  happinels  through  the  countlcfs  ages  of  Eter- 
nity I  To  fave  a  periHiable  jewel,  of  compara- 
tively fmall  value,  from  the  hlth  of  a  dunghill, 
and  place  it  in  the  crown  of  a  monarch  ;  and  much 
more,  to  rcllore  a  darling  child  from,  a  nolfome  and 
dangerous  diforder  to  eafe  and  health,  would  be 
deemed  a  wife  and  worthy  a(5\ion,  altho'  that  cafe 
and  health,  like  all  things  here  below,  were  but  to 
la  ft  for  a  fhort  (eafon.  But  to  fnatch  fuch  a  child 
from  the  jaws  of  a  lion,  the  paws  of  a  bear,  or 
from  a  raging  fire,  altho'  with  great  danger  to 
one's  felf,  would  be  judged  an  acSt  of  ftill  greater 
w'ifdom  and  importance  ;  and  yet  that  lion,  that 
bear,  or  that  f.re,  would  but  have  devoured, 
in  momentary  pain,  the  infant's  body.  Its 
foul  would  have  efcaped,  thro'  the  rage  of  the 
flames,  or  the  teeth  of  the  ravenous  beaft,  tO' 
rell  and  happinefs.  What  then  fliall  wc  think  of 
the  falvation  of  the  whole  man,  body  and  foul, 
from/*  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire  ;" — from  '*  the 
worm  that  dieth  not,  and  the  flames  that  flir.  11  not 
be  cjuenched  ;"  from  the  indignation  a;ui  v  r.ith  of 
the  incenfed  Deity,  and  the  tribulation  and  an- 
guidi  confequent  thereupon  ?  Who  can  defcribc, 
or  even  conceive  the  wifdom  of  this  ?  Who  caji 
form  any  adequate  idea  of  the  importance  of  fuch 
an  adlion  ? 

8.    Indeed,    when  fouls  are   won;    nay,    wh.en 
cyic  lofi  firmer  is   brought   to   God,   ^X^o:  gain    is  fo 
great,    that  joy  is  given   even   to  the  Angels  of 
H  6  God. 
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God.  *' There  is  joy,"  faid  Jefus,  «  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Angels  of  God  over  one  finner  that 
rcpenteth."  How  much  more  over  many,  over 
hundreds,  thoufands,  and  myriads!  How  im- 
portant then,  muft  thofe  divinely  iHuminatcd  and 
inconceivably  wife  Intelligences  know  the  falva- 
tion  of  fouls  to  be!  And  how  wife  muft  they 
judge  him,  who  choofes,  in  preference  to  every 
other  calling,  to  be  employed  in  faving  fouls,  and 
feels  no  care  equal  to  that  of  being  found  faithful 
and  fuccefsful  in  his  high  and  holy  calling!  Surely 
ihofe  Morning  StarSy  the  firfi:-born  Sens  of  Jeho- 
vah, who  fang  his  praifes  together  at  the  birth  of 
nature,  and  fhouted  for  joy  at  the  firft  appearance 
of  a  world  which  was  to  be  the  dwelling  place  of 
immortal  minds,  while  clothed  with  clay: — Surely, 
thofe  wife  and  intelligent  inhabitants  of  the  hea- 
venly regions,  who  have  viewed  with  continued 
attention,  the  various  and  ftupendous  works  of 
their  mighty  Maker,  works  of  Providence  and 
Grace,  as  well  as  of  Creation^  for  fix  thoufand 
years,  would  not  be  moved  with  a  light  matter, 
nor  find  their  large  and  enlightened  fpirits  fuddenly 
fwell  and  overflow  with  joy  at  the  fight  of  a  tri- 
vial event !  Surely,  no  fadls,  but  fuch  as  are  of 
the  greateft  magnitude,  can  have  any  influence  on 
their  comprehenfive  and  exalted  minds  !  And  yet 
behold,  thefe  eldeft  and  moft  experienced  Sons  of 
the  everlafi:ing  Jehovah,  burfling  forth  in  cxtatic 
joy  and  praife,  at  the  converfion  of  one  fingle  fin- 
ner I  Of  what  great  worth,  then,  are  immortal 
fouls,  in  the  judgment  of  thofe  befl  capable  of 
judging  ;  and  how  wife  is  the  man,  who  confiders 
the  faving  of  them  as  the  moft  important  bufinefs 
he  can  be  employed  in  on  earth  ? 

9.   Permit  mc  to  mention  two  or  three  confide- 
rations  n.ore  on  this  head.     Souls  are  rarely,  if 

ever 
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ever  won,  but  much  ignornncc,  fin,  and  mifery,  h 
prevented,  even  in  others  ;  clpecially  among  the 
relntions,  friends,  and  neighbours,  or  scquain- 
tances  of  the  perfons  thus  brought  to  Gcd  ;  and  if 
they  be  not  converted,  they  are  at  Icall  civilized. 
And  this  is  nn  acquifuion  of  no  fmall  moment. 
But  the  matter  rarely  flops  here.  The  fouls  won^ 
will  be  inflrumcntal  in  winning  others  ;  and  thefe 
again  will  gain  others  ;  and  who  can  fay  where  the 
progrefs  of  this  good  work  will  end  ?  Nay,  it  will 
never  end,  at  leaft  while  the  world  fubfills  !•  It 
will  continue  and  increafe  till  time  (liall  be  no* 
more  :  And  the  cfTtcfls  of  it  Vv-ill  remain  to  all 
Eternity  !  For,  **  the  kingdom  of  God  is  like  unto 
leaven,  which  a  woman  took  and  hid  in  tliree  mea- 
fures  of  meal  till  the  whole  was  leavened.  "  And 
again  :  **The  kingdom  of  God  is  like  to  a  grain 
of  muftard  feed,  which  a  man  took  and  fowed  in 
his  field,  which,  indeed,  is  a  fmall  feed,  but  when 
it  is  grown,  it  is  the  greatcft  among  herbs,  and  be- 
cometh  a  tree  ;  fo  that  the  birds  of  the  air  come 
and  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof.  " 

lo.  Now  all  this  will  redound  to  our  benefit.. 
Hereby,  firft,  our  joy  and  happinefs  muft  be  in- 
creafed  in  the  grest  Day  of  the  Lord.  To  meet 
fo  many  fouls  in  glory  would  afford  unfpeakable 
pleafure,  even  if  others  had  been  the  inflruments 
of  bringing  them  to  God  ;  how  much  more  ta 
know  and  be  affurcd  that  God  had  bleffed  our  en- 
deavours for  the  effecting  that  great  and  glorious 
work,  and  that  wc  were  the  fpiritual  Fathers  of 
that  numerous  progeny  begotten  by  the  Gofpel. 
Secondly,  we  (liall  certainly  meet  with  returns  of 
gratitude,  love  and  kindncfs,  from  the  fouls  thus 
ivon,  in  a  way  we  at  prefent  know  noihing  of; 
and  perhaps,  too,  (hall  receive  benefits  from 
them,  of  a  nature  of  which  we  can  now  fornn 
no  conception.      Undoubtedly  they  will  confider 

them- 
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tliemfelVes  as  laid  under  infinite  and  everlajiing  ob- 
ligations to  us  for  having,  under  God,  refcued 
thern  from  boundlefs  and  eternal  torments.  They 
will  therefore  be  our  everlafting  friends,  and  in 
every  way  in  their  power,  will  fhew  us  everiaft- 
ing  kindnefs.  Add  to  this,  thirdly,  that  we  (hall 
receive,  from  the  Lord,  pofitive  rewards  of  glory 
and  happinefs,  according  to  the  number  of  fouls  we 
have  won,  or  rather  according  to  the  xeal  we  have 
manifcfted,  and  the  pains  we  have  taken,  in  en- 
deavouring to  win  them.  For  **  the  Lord  is  not 
unfaithful  to  forget  our  work  and  labour  of  love 
w])iGh  we  (how  toward  his  name,"  but  **  every 
man  (hall  receive  his  own  reward,  according  to 
his  own  labour."  And  then,  fourthly,  the  gra- 
titude and  love  which  we  fnall  find  overflowing 
our  fouls  towards  God,  for  ufing  us  as  infiru- 
ments  in  his  hands,  of  fuch  great  good  to  our  fel- 
low-creatures, will  be  an  everlaliing  fpring  of 
holinefs  and  happinefs  to  us.  So  that,  in  every 
point  of  view,  whether  we  ccniider  ourfelves  or 
others,  the  glory  of  God,  the  good  of  mankind, 
or  our  own  advantage,  it  appears  evident  to  a 
demonl^ration,  that  '*  he  that  winneth  fouls  is 
wife." 

ir.  And,  if  fo,  then  what  fliall  we  fay  of  him 
that  deftroyeth  fouls  !  that  fo  far  from  gaining  them 
to  God,  by  his  converfation  or  behaviour,  drives 
them  from  him  ?  May  we  not  fiy  that  he  i» 
foolifij  P  Certainly  we  may  ;  and  his  tolly  is  fuch 
as  no  words  can  pofTibly  defcribe.  He  co-operates 
with  Satan^  the  mofl  Juhthy  indeed,  but  at  the 
fame  time  the  moft  fiolijh  Being  in  the  Univerfe  of 
Creatures.  Inftead  of  glorifying  God,  as  was  his 
duty  and  iniereji^  and  therefore  his  tvijdom,  he  dif- 
honour.s  h.m  in  a  very  high  degree.  In  propor- 
tion TO  the  number  of  fouls  he  deflroys,  he  robs 
the  Creator  of  his  raiional  creatuies,  and  the  Pa* 

rent 
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rent  of  the  Univerfe  of  his  immortal  ofispring  : 
Yea,  and  the  Son  of  G(h1  of  the  purchafe  of  his 
moft  precious  blood.  He  deprives  the  Lord  and 
Mafter  of  Men  and  Angels,  who  is  alfo  the  con- 
tinual Prefervcf,  and  bountiful  Benefadlor  of  the 
human  race,  of  the  gratitude  and  love,  of  the 
obedience  and  fervice,  fo  juftly  due  to  him  from 
thofe  lie  daily  prefcrves,  and  whofe  wants  he  amply 
fupplies.  And  he  prevents  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God  from  entering  into,  or  banilhes  him  out  of 
his  own  Temples  :  Nay,  he  dertroys  the  Temples 
themfelves,  and  lays  the  Sanctuaries  of  Jehovah, 
the  habitations  of  his  holinefs,  level  with  the 
ground,  making  the  facrcd  houfes  of  God  heaps 
of  ruins. 

12.  Further.  He  deftroys  the  immortal  fouls  of 
men,  and  throws  the  rational  offspring  of  the  Deity 
into  the  jaws  of  the  infernal  JLion,  and  into  the 
raging  flames  of  everlafting  fire.  He,  therefore, 
caufes  grief  to  angels  of  light,  and  all  the  benevolent 
inhabitants  of  heaven,  while  he  gratifies  and  gives 
helliOi  pleafure  to  Satan,  and  his  curfed  affociates 
in  rebellion.  For,  befides  that  he  prevents  the 
Salvation  of  fuch  as  would  have  been  faved,  had 
not  he  thrown  obftru61ions  in  their  way,  he  in- 
creafes  the  fin  and  vvickednefs  of  fuch  as  were, 
and  would  fiill  have  remained  the  fervants  of  the 
Devil.  And  all  this  will  redound  to  his  own 
lofs,  his  difhonour  and  mifery,  in  the  great  Day 
of  God.  When  he  fhall  be  compelled  to  enter- 
tain a  jufi:  and  comprehenfive  view  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  guilt,  in  being  the  caufe  of  the  ever- 
lafting  deftru61ion  of  fo  many  fouls,  the  blood  of 
■which,  (as  the  Scripture  fpeaks)  will  be  required 
at  his  hands;  he  will  be  filled  with  inexprefiTible 
confufion,  amazement,  and  terror.  And  then  the 
fouls  he  has  undone,  and  rendered  eternally  mi- 
ferable,  will  bear  towards  him  everlalling  hatred, 

will 
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"Will  pour  eternal  curfes  upon  his  head,  and  exejt 
all  their  powers  to  add  to  his  miferv.  Like  in- 
fernal fiends,  they  will  employ  an  endlefs  eternity 
in  tormenting  one  to  whom,  under  Satan,  they 
owe  their  own  torments.  And,  tHro'  the  wile  per- 
million  of  divine  jullice,  they  will,  no  doubt, 
have  it  in  their  power  to  take  an  ample  vengeance 
for  the  everlafting  lofs  which  they  have  fjOained,. 
and  the  endlcfs  tormenrs  into  which  they  are 
plunged.  Add  to  this,  that  God  himfelf  will  not 
fail  to  render  pofitive  punidimenr  unto  fuch,  ac- 
cording to  their  deeds;  even,  *Mndignation  and 
wrath,  tribuUtioa  and  anguifli/'  as  a  recompence 
for  the  evil  they  have  don^^  in  dras'^'ing  fo  many 
of  his  rational  and  immortal  creatures  into  final 
ruin  and  deftru6lioR.  But  I  forbear  to  proceed. 
1  hope  it  is  not  neceff^ry  1  fnould  add  any  more. 
If  we  have  but  a  proper  idea  of  the  wifdom  of 
winning  fouls,  we  cannot  be  infcnfibie  of  the  folly 
of  dejlroying  them.  May  the  wifdom  of  the  for- 
mer, and  the  folly  of  the  latter,  appear  to  our 
minds  in  a  more  ftriking  and  afre6ting  light  daily; 
and  may  our  whole  condu6l  be  duly  and  con- 
tinually influenced  thereby  ! 

IV.    But    WHOM    does    this   fubjcdl  concern? 
Whose  ofiice  and  duty  is  it  to  win  fouls  ? 

I.  In  anfwer  to  this  enquiry,  let  it  be  obferved^ 
this  fubjecl  concerns  fome  perfons  in  an  efpecial 
manner:  As  nrft,  Min^/Isrs  oi  the  Gofpel.  It  is 
their  peculiar  duty  to  wiji  fouls.  To  this  work  they 
are  called  of  God  and  man.  To  this  they  arc  de- 
dicated and  Jet  apart,  in  the  prcfence  of  God  and" 
his  people.  This  they  have  voluntarily  undertaken,, 
and  promifed  to  perf(»rm,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power.  For  this  they  have,  if  not  a  plentiful  in- 
come, or  a  handfome  falary,  at  leart  a  maintenance^ 
and  the  fupply  of  their  daily  wants.     And  for  thisy 
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laftly,  they  have  peculiar  advantages,  being  hap- 
pily excufcd  from  worldly  cares  and  labours,  and 
at  liberty  to  devote  their  whole  tiire  to  it.  They, 
therefore,  are  uicxcujahle^  if  thev  do  not  winJouJs  ; 
at  leail,  if  they  do  not  labour  to  win  them,'  employ- 
ing for  this  purpofe  their  time  and  talents,  from 
day  to  d^iy,  with  zeal,  fidelity,  and  diligence,  be- 
ing inltaiit  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon  \  depending, 
however,  for  fuccefs,  not  on  their  own  endeavours, 
but  wholly  on  the  prefence  and  grace  of  him  wlio 
hath  f;iid,   *'  Without  me,  ye  can  do  nothing." 

2.  PGients  are  peculiarly  concerned  here.  They, 
undei  G('d,  have  given  being  ta  their  children,  and 
are,  of  curfe,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  entruftcd 
with  the  care  of  them  ;  and  they  are  under  many 
and  preat  obligations  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
win  their  fouls.  Indeed,  how,  under  a  convidlion 
of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  they  can  be  eafy  with- 
out doing  this,  is  hard  to  fay.  To  be  perfuaded 
there  is  a  future  and  everlaliing  Oate  of  happinefs 
and  mifery,  and  to  fte  our  own  children,  the  off- 
spring of  our  bodies,  in  the  high- way  to  mifs  of 
that  happinefs,  and  drop  into  that  mifery,  and  not 
endeavour  to  flop  them,  is  furely  an  argument 
of  a  thoughtlefs,  or  unfeeling  heart  1  What  fort 
of  a  Father  is  he,  that  would  not  venture  his  life 
to  refcue  his  children  from  devouring  fire,  or  from 
the  teeth  of  a  raging  wild  beaft  ?  What  then  (hall 
we  think  of  him,  who  flands  by,  and  looks  quietly 
on,  while  the  grand  Adverfary  of  men,  as  a  roar- 
ing Lion  fwallows  them  up  quick,  and  while  To- 
phet  opens  its  mouth  and  takes  them  in,  tranfmit- 
ting  both  body  and  foul  to  everlafting  burnings  \ 
It  he  be  worfe  than  an  Infidel,  that  does  not  en- 
deavour to  provide  for  his  own  houfchold,  in  tem- 
poral matters,  and  ufe  every  lawful  means  to  pro- 
cure food  and  clothing  for  thofc  dependent   upon 

biun. 
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htm,  what  is  he  that  does  not  (\udy  to  make*  pro- 
vidon  for  the  fpirtfual  and  everlajiing  welfare  of  his 
own  offsprirg;  but,  after  having  brought  thenn  in- 
to exigence,  fufFers  them  to  perifh,  and  be  eter- 
nally toimented  in  the  flames  of  Hell,  without  one 
drop  of  water  to  cool  their  tongues  ?  Surely  the 
name  of  a  favage  brute  is  too  good  for  fuch  a  morl- 
ftcr  of  cruelty  \ 

3.  Not  on\y  Minifiers  and  Parents,  but  Mafters 
are  alfo  efpccially  concerned  here.  Their  fervants, 
whether  apprentices,  journeymen,  hired  fervants, 
or  even  day-labourers,  while  employed  in  their 
fervice,  are  entrufted  to  their  care  ;  and  God,  and 
reafon,  require  that  they  fhould  attend  to  the  wel- 
fare of  their  fervants  fouls,  as  well  as  pay  them 
their  wages,  and  provide  for  the  maintenance  of* 
their  bodies.  This  will  more  efpecially  appear  to 
be  their  duty,  if  it  be  confidered,  that  while  fer- 
vants perform  for  their  mafters,  the  low  and  la- 
borious offices  of  life,  they  are  prevented  from 
fpending  much  time  in  reading,  hearing,  and  other 
means  of  inftru^iion;  and  that  their  mafters,  in  the 
mean  time,  are  left  more  at  liberty  to  purfue  the 
nobler  end  of  human  life,  and  treafure  up  divine 
knowledge  and  grace,  with  which  to  enrich  them- 
felves  and  their  families.  Add  to  this,  that  being 
in  general  elder,  and  more  experienced  as  well  as 
more  knowing,  than  their  apprentices  and  fervants, 
and  being  their  fuperiors,  they  have  authoriiy  over 
them,  and  great  advantages,  many  ways,  for  com- 
municating inftru6\ion  to  them  ;  and  for  tlicfe  ad- 
vantages they  will  undoubtcdiy  be  made  to  give  an 
accounr. 

4.  Next  to  Parents  and  Majier^,  I  might  men^ 
tion  Magljlratesy  who  are  continually  termed  by  the 
moft  ancient  Writers,  profane  as  well  as  facred^ 
the  Pajiors,  or  Shepherds  of  their  people  ;  a  moft 
juli  and  fignificant  appellation,  which  implies,  that 

it 
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it  is  their  office  to  provide  for  and  fupcrintend  the 
welfare  of  their  fuojcdts.  But  as  it  is  not  likely 
that  my  difcourfc  (hould  reach  the  ears  of  man)  of 
thefe,  and  as  it  would  be  of  no  fcrvice  to  us  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  duty  of  our  Superiors, 
while  we  arc  ignorant  of  our  own  ;  I  proceed  to 
fay,  that  this  fubjc6\  concerns  us  all.  For  it  is  the 
duty  of  gH  men  to  ijuin  fouls  \  or,  at  leafl,.  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  win  them.  And  ac- 
cordingly, as  has  been  obfcrved,  the  words  of  our 
Text  are  witli  equal  propriety  rendered,  He  that  is 
wife  zvinnefh  fouls.  For,  it  muft  be  confidered,  that 
it  is  not  only  a  pjint  of  wifdom  to  win  fouls  ;  but 
he  who  is  wife^  that  is,  in  the  language  of  Scrip- 
ture, who  is  righteousy  will  win  them.  His  fpirit 
and  condutSV,  his  difpofitions  and  adlions,  bear  wit». 
nefs  to  tlie  rnsth,  and  at  once  manifeft  to  others 
what  ChriiVianiry  is,  and  invite  them  to  become 
Chriftians.  Add  to  this,  that  as  he  has  ability  and 
opportunity,  he  will  not  fail  to  drop  a  word  for 
God,  will  fprak  to  others,  in  praifc  of  that  Saviour 
he  ff)  fincereiy  and  dearly  loves,  and  will  recom^ 
mend  to  thtm  that  pure  a  id  u!.d;'fi!cd  religion^ 
which  he  finds  to  be  fuch  a  Tourcj  of  confolaiion 
to  his  own  foul.  He  will  reprove  nn,  exhort  to- 
obedience,  communicate  jp/iormation  to  the  igno- 
rant, refptcling  tlie  gre.it  Truths^  Privileges,,  and' 
Duties  of  the  Gofpel  ,  and  will  tell  fuch  as /f^r 
Gody  for  th'jir  encouragement,  **  what  God  hath 
done  for  his  foul."  His  difcourfe  will  be  fcriou.', 
inrtructive,  and  edifying^  and  will  conrlnualiy. 
minifter  grace  to  the  hearers  ;  tending,  both  to- 
bring  lofl  Tinners  to  God,  and  to  prefcrve  thofe 
that  are  already  brought  to  him.  So  that  we  are 
none  of  us  unconcerned  in  this  matter.  We  mult 
all  remember,  that  it  is  an  eflential  part  of  the 
chara<ifcr  of  a  truly  wife  or  righteous  perfon,  man 
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or  woman,  to  tvin  fouls  ;  and  th3t  no  one  is,  per- 
haps, truly  wife  or  righteous,  before  God,  who 
is  not  more  or  lefs  fuccefsful  in  this  way. 

5.  Nay,  this  is  not  all.  It  is  not  only  certain 
that  he,  who  having  time  and  opportunity  for  it, 
tJoes  not  win  fouls,  is  not  truly  zvije  or  righteousy 
but  according  to  our  Lord,  he  that  does  not  win 
them,  will  deflroy  them.  For  **  he  that  is  not  for 
me,"  faid  that  true  and  faiihful  Witnefs,  *»  is 
againft  me  ;  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with  me, 
fcattereth."  And  that  this  is,  and  muft  be  the 
cafe,  is  evident  to  a  demonflration,  to  any  con- 
fiderate  mind.  For,  as  he  who  is  truly  wife  and 
righteous  will,  by  his  converfation  and  behaviour, 
**  fhine  as  a  light  in  the  world,"  and  others, 
**  feeing  his  good  works,"  will  imitate  the  fame, 
and  **  glorify  their  heavenly  Father:"  So  he 
that  is  of  a  contrary  fpirtt  and  condu6l,  will,  in  a 
fimilar  way,  propagate  his  own  likenefs,  and  fpread 
profanenefs  and  immorality,  as  far  as  his  influence 
can  reach  :  like  a  perfon  that  has  the  plague,  he 
will,  more  or  lefs,  infect  all  that  are  about  him, 
and  make  them  unholy  and  unrighteous  as  he  is. 
So  that  there  is  no  ftanding  neuter  in  this  affair. 
If  we  will  not  be  employed  for  Chriji, — Sataji  will 
employ  us.  If  we  will  not  work  in  Chrift's  vine- 
yard, and  plant  the  trees  of  righteoufnefs,  or 
water  what  others  have  planted,  we  fhall  be  occu- 
pied in  the  barren  and  dry  heaths  of  the  wilder- 
nefs,  in  poffeflion  of  the  god  of  this  worlds  and 
fhall  contribute  to  the  growth  of  thorns  and  briars, 
thofe  roots  of  hitternefsy  which  are  fo  ready  to  fpring 
up  and  trouble  many.  And  then,  after  deftroying. 
the  fouls  of  others,  we  fhall  lofe  our  own  ;  and 
the  blood  of  the  fouls  we  have  deftroyed,  will  be 
required  at  our  hands. 

6.  And  now,  my  brethren,  our  time  is  gone, 
other  wife   1   meant,  before   I   concluded,  to  have 

called 
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called  your  attention  to  ilie  amazing  and  everlaft- 
ing  importance  of  this  doiSlrine,  aiid  to  have  ex- 
horted you  diligently  to  confuler  and  lav  it  to 
heart.  Thefe  things  are  either /rw(?  or /^//c.  If 
they  be  falje^  let  them  n]t:ct  with  thar  inattention 
Rpd  difregard  which  they  merit.  But  if  they  be 
true,  as  1  am  confident  you  know  them  to  be,  then 
how  deeply^  nay,  how  infinitely  do  they  concern  us 
all,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  us  who  have  taken 
upon  us  the  folemn  and  important  oftice  of  preach- 
ing the  Gofpel  ?  Surely  we,  at  leaft,  •  fliall  be  in- 
cxcufable,  if  we  do  not  profccute  this  bufincfs 
faithfully,  and  make  it  our  chief  concern  every 
day  to  -win  fouls.  Added  to  the  obligations  that  lie 
upon  us,  in  common  with  others,  to  be  diligent  in  this 
work,  you  fee  the  nature  of  our  office  lays  us  under 
other  and  peculiar  engagements.  Let  usy  therefore, 
efpecially  attend  to  it.  Let  it  be  our  lincere  and 
fervent  defire,  and  our  daily  endeavour,  to  win 
fouls.  That  wc  may  but  accomplifli  this  great 
and  blciTed  end  of  our  important  calling,  let  us 
not  account  our  eujc,  our  honour,  our  liberty ,  or 
even  our  lives,  dear  unto  ourfelves.  Let  us  be 
•willing  to  engage  in  any  labour,  to  undergo  any 
fatigue,  and  to  endure  any  hardship  or  fuffering, 
fo  we  may  but  **  fulfil  the  miniflry,  we  have  re- 
ceived of  the  Lord  Jefus,"  and  fave  immortal 
fpuls  from  everlafting  death. 

7.  Let  us  regard  fuccefs  in  this  work  above  all 
other  confiderations  whatever.  Indeed,  other  con- 
liderations,  in  the  line  of  life  we  have  chofen, 
there  are  none  which  can  have  any  weight  with  a 
thinking  mind.  Profpe6ts  of  gain  we  have  not  : 
our  excellent  Plan  allows  us  only  the  fupply  of 
our  ncceifary  wants,  and  indeed,  hardly  that. 
Preferment  we  cannot  expeci,  except  from  our 
great  Mafter,  in  confequence  of  our  difcharging 
our  duty  faithfully.  Honour  ^nd  applaufe  are  equally 
oijt  of  our  reach,  unlefs  among  the  tew  poor  pco« 
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pie  to  ^vhom  we  minifter.  We  are,  therefore, 
compelled,  even  by  our  fituation,  to  a6\  in  this 
bufinefs  from  pure  motives,  if  we  a6l  at  all,  or  a6t 
rationally.  Let  thefe  motives,  ihen,  the  only 
motives  which  are  juftifiable,  or  worthy  of  regard, 
be  allowed  to  have  their  full  weight  with  us,  and 
let  us  abandon  the  very  idea  of  any  other.  Let 
who  will  enter  upon,  and  purfue  this  facred  call- 
ing, with  a  view  to  eafe,  honour y  or  interejiy  let 
cur  end  be  only  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  falvaticn 
of  fouls.  This  is  the  only  end  we  can  reafonably 
hope  to  attain,  others  being  all  precluded;  and 
this,  which  infinitely  excels  all  others,  blefled  be 
God,  we  may  attain.  In  fome,  yea,  in  z.  great 
degree,  it  has  been  attained  already  by  many  of 
you  ;  efpecially  by  you  my  Fathers  and  Brethren, 
who  are  old  in  the  work.  You  have  won  many 
fouls,  and  hereby  God  has  been  greatly  glorified, 
while  thoufands  of  mankind  have  been,  or  (hall 
be  eternally  benefited.  Go  on  then,  my  dear, 
and  much  efleemed  brethren,  as  you  have  begun 
and  perfevered  hitherto;  only,  if  polTible,  with 
greater  diligence  than  ever,  running  fafler,  as 
your  race  grows  fliorter  ;  and,  as  far  as  the  decay 
of  your  health  and  ftrength  will  allow,  labouring 
harder,  in  proportion  as  your  time  for  labour  haf- 
tens  to  a  period.  And  let  thofe  of  us  that  arc 
younger,  and  thofe  that  have  but  lately  given  them- 
fclves  up  to  the  work,  emulate  the  zeal,  and  ac- 
tivity of  our  elder  brethren,  and  flrive  to  exceed 
,-even  them  in  labours  and  fuccefs.  In  fo  doing  we 
Ihall  provoke,  not  their  ^«^;j}',  but  their /ai'^.  Let 
us  learn  of  them,  and  that  more  and  more  per- 
fe<^]y  every  day,  the  happy  art  of  faving  fouls, 
Jn  order  hereto,  let  us  make  ourfelves  better  ac- 
quainted than  ever,  with  Godj  and  Chriji,  and  th& 
Scriptures  }  as  alfo  with  human  nature,  the  deceitful- 
tiej's  of  fmy    and  the  various  wiles  of  the  DroiL 

And 
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And  as  practice  makes  perfe(Sl,  let  us  labour  to 
become,  daily,  greater  proficients  in  this  blelTed 
bufinefs  of  winning  fouls,  by  daily  endeavouring 
to  win  them.  Let  us  *<  give  attendance  to  read- 
ing, to  inftru6lion,  to  exhortation.  "  Let  us 
**  preach  the  word;  be  inflant  in  feafon  and  out  of 
feafon  ;  convince,  rebuke,  and  exhort,  with  all 
long-fufFering  and  dcwftrine.  Let  us  meditate  on 
thcfe  things,  and  give  ourfelves  wholly  to  them, 
that  fo  our  profiting  may  appear  unto  all." 

8.  And  let  us  not  confine  our  inflrudlions,  re- 
proofs, or  exhortations,  to  the  Pulpit,  and  the 
Jarge  aflemblies  of  God's  people  ;  as  if  fouls  were 
only  to  be  won  in  public,  and  it  were  beneath  us 
to  labour  much  to  fave  them,  unlefs  we  faw  a  prof- 
pe6l  of  faving  feveral  at  once.  Let  us  remember 
what  pains  our  Lord  and  Mailer  took  with  oneyjln- 
glcyfwful  woman y  at  Jacob's  well, — as  well  as  with 
divers  other  individuals  in  private ;  and  let  us 
ttTizh  from  houje  to  houjcy  as  well  2ls  publickly.  htt 
us  fpeak  for  God  as  we  have  opportunity,  inrtru6l- 
ing,  advifing,  rebuking,  exhorting,  thofe  we  come 
in  company  with,  or  can  have  accefs  to.  And  let 
us  water  the  feed  fown  with  continual  and  fervent 
prayer,  that  God  may  caufe  it  to  fpring  up,  and 
bear  fruit  to  his  glory. 

9  Upon  the  whole  ;  let  us  all,  Preachers  and 
Hearers,  fee  that  we  have  this  bleffed  and  impor.. 
tant  work  at  heart,  and  ufe  every  mean  in  our 
power  to  promote  it  ;  looking  unto  God  alone,  ^nd 
not  to  any  efforts  of  ours,  foj  fuccefs.  Let  Pa^ 
rcntSy  Maftersy  MagifirateSy  nay,  ^ndfuhje^Sy  chiL 
dreuy  and  fcriumts,  confpire  together,  to  help  it 
forward.  Let  us  all  endeavour  to  improve  our 
feveral  ftations  and  fituations  in  life,  with  the  va- 
rious talents  and  advantages  cntrufted  to  our  ma- 
nagement, to  the  attainment  of  this  moft  defirable 
end.    Let  all  be  prelTed  into  this  fervice,  and  made 

to 
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to  minifter  to  the  falvation  of  fouls.  Whatever 
itifluence  our  piety,  virtue,  learning,  knowledge, 
eloquence,  wealth,  honour,  pre-eminence,  autho- 
rity, or  any  other  gift  or  endownnenr  give  any  of 
us,  let  it  be  employed  for  this  purpofe  ;  let  it  be 
laid  at  the  feet  of  Chrift,  and  dedicated  to  his 
praife,  in  promoting  the  great  work  for  which  he 
came  into  the  world,  and  for  which  he  (hcd  his 
precious  blood.  Let  us  not  think  it  too  much  to 
bellow  a  little  care,  labour,  or  money,  upon  that 
for  which  he  was  pleafed  to  give  up  his  life.  And 
let  us  not  fail  to  fecond  and  enforce  all  our  endea- 
vours, this  way,  by  a  condudt  according  to  the 
Gofpel.  Let  our  example  fpeak,  and  (hew  others, 
what  it  is  to  be  won  over  to  God,  and  how  fuch 
ought  to  walk  and  pleafe  him  in  all  things.  Thus 
let  us  <<  rhew  forth  the  praifes  of  him  who  hath 
**  called  us  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous 
**  light,"  by  imitating  him  who  ^*  came  to  feek 
**  and  fave  that  which  was  loft,  "  and  who  '  went 
*'  about  doing  good  :"  And  **  our  labour  will  not 
*^  be  in  vain,  in  the  Lord.  "  He  will,  undoubted- 
ly, give  fuccefs,  more  or  lefs;  and  being  the  chil- 
dren of  God  ourfelves,  we  iliall  rejoice  over  many 
}oi\  brethren  and  lifters  in  Chrift,  brought  back  to 
their  heavenly  Father's  family.  Thefe  will  be 
our  companions  here,  in  our  way  to  the  kingilom, 
and  our  crown  of  rejoicing  in  the  kingdom  itfelf 
hereafter.  They  will  furround,  with  us,  the 
erernal  Throne,  and  fpend  everlafting  ages  in 
fhoufing  <^  Salvation  to  God  and  the  Lamb,"  and 
afcribing  <*  blefling,  and  honour,  and  praife,  and 
**  glory,  to  him  that  hath  loved  them,  and  walhed 
*'  them  from  their  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and 
"  made  them  Kings  and  Priefts  unto  God  and  his 
*'  Father." 
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SERMOM     IX. 

ON 

THE  LIFE  AND  LABOURS  OF  THE    > 
LATE  REV.  JOHN  JVESLET. 

PREACHED    BEFORE 

THE  CONFERENCE  AT  MANCHESTER, 

JULY   26,   1791, 

At  their  firll  Annual  Meeting  after  his  Death. 

He  being  dead  yet  Jpeakcth. 

HEBREWS  XIIL  7. 

<^  Remember  them  that  had  the  rule  over  vow, 
who  fpake  to  you  the  Word  of  God,  whofe 
faiih  follow,  confidering  the  end  of  their 
converfation." 

I,  ¥  AL\KE  no  apology  for  reading  the  paffagc 
A  thus,  tho'  not  quite  according  to  our  com- 
mon tranf]ati«w>  becaufe  that  mull  appear  improper 
even  to  an  Englifli  reader,  as  being  manifellly 
contradi  ory  to  itfelf.  F'or  it  fuppofes  the  per- 
fons,  here  referred  to,  to  be  dcad^  and  yet  fpeaks 
of  them  as  now  prefiding  over  the  Hebrews.  Blihop 
Lljyd^  in  h/is  Funeral  Sermon  for  Bifhop  JVilkinsy 
T  sivcs 
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gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  words  may  refer  to 
the  two  James'sy  viz.  Jatnes  the  elder,  the  Son  of 
Xebedee,  the  brother  of  yohriy  who  was  beheaded 
by  Herod  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  44,  and  Ja??ies 
the  lefs,  the  Son  of  Alpheus  or  Cleophas,  the  bro- 
thery  that  is  the  k'lnjmnn  of  our  Lord,  who  alfo,  it 
feems,  was  taken  hence  before  the  writing  of  this 
Epiflle,  fuiTering  martyrdom,  as  is  fuppofed,  in 
the  year  62.  And  when  it  is  confidered  that  both 
of  thefe  Apoftles  had  refided  at  Jcrufalem  and  had 
had  the  overfight  of  the  church  there,  and  that  the 
latter  James  had  been  removed  only  a  few  months 
when  this  Epiflle  was  written,  having  been  pre- 
ferved  to  inftrudl  and  overfee  the  Hebrew  Chrif- 
tians  almolt  twenty  years  after  the  death  of  the 
form.er,  it  muft  appear  highly  probable  that  the 
BiOiop  is  right  in  his  conjectures.  At  the  fam.e 
time,  however,  the  Aportle  exprefles  himfelf  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  include  all,  who,  under  the 
dire6\ion  of  thefe  Apoftles,  had  fpoken  the  word 
of  God  to  the  Hebrews,  and  had  prefided  in  their 
affe^mblies. 

2  But  as  no  Scripture  is  of  ^x\y  private  or  par- 
i'lciiJar  interpretation,  but  is  intended  to  be  of  ge- 
neral ufe,  may  we  not  confider  this  apoftolic  ad- 
vice as  given  to  ourfelves,  with  a  reference  to 
thofe  eminent  fervants  of  God  whom  the  Lord 
has  lately  removed  from  among  us,  viz.  the  Rev. 
yohn  Fletcher f  the  Rev.  CharUs  IVeJleyy  and  the 
Kev.  John  JVejl£y  ?  men  famous  in  their  day,  and 
eminently  diftinguifiied  in  the  churches,  for  their 
abilities,  their  labours,  and  their  fuccefs  in  fpread* 
ing  the  gofpel  ot  the  grace  of  God.  In  parti- 
cular, we  leem,  on  this  occalion,  to  be  called 
upon  to  remember  the  peifon  lad  mentioned,  who, 
tho'  the  firn  of  them  in  the  work,  and  more  ad- 
vanced in  age  than  either  of  the  others,  was  yet 
fpared   to   outlive   them   both,  and  almolt  all  his 

contem* 
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contemporaries,  and  was  under  God  our  Father  tuvA 
Overjeer  ;  who  prefided  over  us  and  fpake  to  us  the 
word  of  God  for  above  half  a  century,  and  whofe 
presence  amongfl  us  at  tliefe  Meetings  was  of  pe- 
culiar life  and  importance  to  us. 

3.  Indeed,  him  we  cannot  but  remember,  efpc- 
daily  now,  when  we  find  fuch  a  want  of  his  pa- 
rental inftrudlion,  advice  and  authority.  However, 
while  we  bcv\'ail  the  lofs  we  have  fuflained,  and 
lameot  the  day  when  the  Lord  took  away  our  head 
from  us  ;  and  while  we  humble  ourfclves  before 
God  for  our  great  unfaithful  nefs,  and  mi  (improve- 
ment of  our  privileges,  let  us  not  forget  how  long 
he  lent  his  honoured  fervant  to  us,  and  to  what  an 
advanced  age  he  lengthened  out  his  ufeful  life. 
And  while  we  praife  him  for  this,  as  v.'ell  as  foe 
many  other  inflances  of  his  undeferved  kindncfs  to 
the  community  with  which  we  arc  united,  let  us 
earneftly  pray  that  he  would  fan^ify  the  dif^^enfa- 
tion,  and  in  fome  degree  make  up  our  lofs,  by 
caufing  a  large  mcafure  of  his  Spirit  to  dcfcend 
upon  all  his  fervants  before  him,  employed  in 
publifliing  the  gofpel  of  his  grace! 

4.  As  my  intention  in  this  difcourfe  is  to  re- 
commend the  fniih  of  our  departed  Father  to 
your  'wnitation,  it  will  not  be  foreign  to  my  pur- 
pofe  to  endeavour  to  bring  to  your  remembrance,— 


I.  A  few  particulars  that  refpe<£l:  his  life  and 
charaSler  as  a  MaUj  as  a  Scholar^  as  a  Chrijlian^ 
and  as  a  Minijler  of  Chrijl,  2i  Shepherd  'ax\(\  Bifjop 
of  Souls,  This  I  hope  will  prepare  the  way  ior 
your  receiving  more  favourably, — 

n.  The  Exhortation  I  purpofe  giving  you  to 
follow  his  faithy — confidering, 

III.  The  End  of  his  Converfation, 

I  2  And, 
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And,  Fi>-Jl^  I  am  to  remind  you  of  a  few  par- 
ticulars that  refpcd  the  life  and  chara6ler  of  this 
great  man. 

1.  Tho'  the  true  faith  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
may   certainly   be   found,  and   often   is    found,   in 
perfons  of  fmall  intelledlual  abilities,  j-et  it  muft  be 
owned  that  it  appears  in  fdch  to  great  difadvantage. 
Their  ideas  of  the  great  dodlrints  of  the  gofpel  are 
neither  dear  nor  diJiinSf,  nor  are  they  able  to  arrange 
them  in  proper  order,  for  the  improvement  of  their 
own  knowledge,  or  the  edification  of  oihers.     The 
precious    truths   of  Chriftianity   lie  in  their  minds 
Jike  goldy   QX  ftlveKy   or  precious  ftones  in  the  eartli, 
mixed   with  much  drofs  and  in  great  diforder.      In 
perfons  of  greater  difcernment  and  of  a  more  en- 
larged  mind   and   refined  tafte,  they  may  be  com- 
pared   to  precious  Jlones  cut  and  poliQied  and  fet  in 
tablets  of  gold,    or  to  gold  and  filver  refined  from 
their  drofs  and  formed   into   beautiful   and   ufeful 
veffels.      Such    was  our  late  Rev.  Father  and  Paf- 
tor,  a  man  of  a  mort  comprehenfive  mind  and  fub- 
lime   genius.      His   judgment   was  clear,   his  fancy 
lively,  his  reafon  firong,  and  his  memory  tenacious. 
No  man  could  be  better  qualified  by  nature  for  dif- 
cerning   the   truth,  or  for  reprefenting  it  to  others 
in  the  moll  clear  and  convincing  point  of  view. 

2.  And  he  had  every  help  which  education 
could  well  give  him.  He  was  perfect  in  thofe  an- 
cient languages  in  which  the  holy  fcripturcs  were 
originally  wiitren,  and  particularly  fo  in  Greek, 
iht  original  language  of  the  New  Teftament. 
This,  as  a  Tutor,  he  taught  many  years  at  Ox- 
ford, and,  it  feems,  Hcbrezv  aTo,  if  not  publicly 
and  profefllonally,  at  leaff  to  fome  individuals  in 
private.  For  we  find  the  late  Rev.  James  Her- 
vey,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  him  thanking  him, 
as  for  many  other  favours,  fo  efpecially  **  for 
teachiiig  him  Hebrew."'     He  underftood  feveral  of 

ths 
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the  modern  tongues,  as  French  and  German,  He 
excelled  in  LogiCy  was  well  (killed  in  Natural  Pki- 
lojophy^  as  his  many  volumes  puhlifhed  on  that 
fubjedt  fhew,  and  was  an  accurate  Hijhrian.  And 
Mhat  perhaps  affords  yet  greater  help  towards  the 
difcovery  of  Truth,  than  any  of  the  branches  of 
literature  already  mentioned,  as  tending  to  habi- 
tuate a  perfon  to  think  clofely  upon  a  fubje(Sl,  and 
to  diftinguilh  h^ivrctn  probability -^mS  ceftaintyy  he 
was  well  read  in  Mathematics^  efpccially  in  thofe 
branches  of  them  which  have  the  nearcll  relation 
to  ufefulnefs  in  life.  As  to  Divinity,  1  need  fay- 
nothing.  His  voluminous  writings  flievv  how 
much  he  had  ftudicd  and  how  well  he  underftood 
that  fubjedf. 

3.  But  it  will  be  obje^^fed  here,  and  that  with 
great  reafon,  that  all  thefe  and  fuch  like  endow- 
ments, are  not  fufficient  to  qualify  a  man  for  un- 
derlhnding  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  It  will  be 
Urged,  that  the  **  natural  juany'  ['Vvyjxoc  the  man 
V'ho  has  indeed  a  rational  foul  in  his  bodv,  but  no 
divine  infpirationin  his  foul,)  **  difcerncth  not  the 
things  of  God,  nay  that  they  are  foolifhnefs  unto 
him,  and  that  he  cannot  know  them  becaufe  they 
arc  fpiritually  difcerned  ;"  and  that  ^^  the  things  of 
God  knowcth  no  man  but  by  the  Spirit  of  God.''  l^his 
is  freely  granted,  and  therefore  his  natural  abilities, 
and  his  advantages  of  education,  would  not  have 
been  fo  much  as  hinted  at  in  this  difcourfe,  could 
we  not  have  given,  alfo,  good  proof  that  *' He, 
that  commanded  light  to  (hinc  out  of  darkr.efs,  had 
fhincd  into  his  heart  to  enlighten  him  with  the 
knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the  face  of  Chrifl  Jefus." 

4.  It  is  well  known  to  this  congregation,  that 
although  he'had  been  ftridfly  educated,  and  was 
unblamable  as  to  his  outward  condu6f  from  a  child, 
yet  it  was  not  till  about  the  twcnty-fecond  year  of 
his  age,  when  he  was  prcifed  by  his  father  to  enter 
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into  Iioly  orders,  that  he  became  acquainted  with 
the  nature  and  ncceffity  of  inward  religion.  By 
reading  that  incomparable  book,  Thomas  a  Kem- 
pis's  Chrif^ian  Pattern,  which  a  kind  Providence 
threw  in  his  way,  he  was  brought  to  fee  that  true 
religion  is  feated  in  the  heart,  and  that  to  be  rs- 
newed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  tnindsj  is  of  as  great  necef- 
lity  as  to  have  our  pra6\ice  regulated  by  the  com- 
mandments of  God.  This  religion  he  now  began 
to  aim  at,  and  though  not  yet  properly  convinced 
of  fin  nor  acquainted  with  the  depravity  of  his 
nature,  he  foon  tailed  much  fweetnefs  in  afpiring 
after  it.  Meeting  alfo,  as  he  informs  us,  with  a 
religious  friend,  he  began  to  alter  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  converfation,  and  to  {ct  himfelf  in  earneft 
iipon  living  a  new  life.  He  fet  apart  an  hour  or 
two  a  day  for  religious  retirement.  He  communi- 
cated every  week.  He  watched  againft  all  fin, 
whether  in  word  or  deed,  and  aimed  at,  and  prayed 
for  inward  holinefs. 

5.  **  Soon  after  this,"  fays  he,  <<  removing  to 
**  another  college,  I  executed  a  refolution  which 
«*  I  was  before  convinced  was  of  the  utmoft  im- 
«*  portance,  viz.  to  fhake  off,  at  once,  all  my 
**  trifling  acquaintance.  I  began  now  to  fee,  more 
'*  and  more,  the  value  of  time,  and  to  apply  my- 
**  felf  clofer  to  fiudy.  1  watched  more  carefully 
**  againrt  actual  fin,  and  advifed  others  to  be  re- 
**  ligious  according  to  that  fcheme  of  religion  by 
**  v.'hich  I  modelled  my  own  life.  And  meeting 
•<  now  with  Mr.  Law's  Serious  Call  and  Chrijlian 
**  Perfeiytion^  I  was  convinced  more  than  ever  of 
**  the  e-xceeding  height  and  depth,  length  and 
**  breadth  of  the  Law  of  God.  The  light  now 
**  flowed  in  fo  mightily  upon  my  foul,  that  every 
*'  thing  appeared  in  a  new  view,  I  cried  to  God 
**  for  help,  and  refolved  not  to  prolong  the  time 
•*  of  cbeving   him,  as  I   had  never  done  before. 

"  Ac 
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**  Accordingly  I  began  vifiting  the  prifons,  afllfT:- 
**  ing  the  poor  and  fick  in  the  town,  and  doing 
*^  wiiat  other  good  I  could  by  my  prefcnce  or  little 
'*  fortune  to  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men.  To 
*<  this  end  I  abridged  myfclf"  (would  to  God 
my  brethren,  we  were  all  difpofed  to  do  the  fame !) 
**  of  all  fuperfluitics,  and  of  many  of  what  arc 
**  called  the  neceflaries  of  life.  A  little  after  1  be- 
**  gun  obferving  the  Wednefday  and  Friday  Fafts, 
**  commonly  obfcrved  in  the  ancient  church,  taft- 
<*  ing  no  food  till  three  o'clock  m  the  afternoon.'* 

6.  All  this  while,  however,  he  was  in  a  great 
meafure  a  ftranger  to  faith  in  ChriO,  and  indeed 
was  but  little  acquainted  with  himfclf.  Hence, 
*'  being  ignorant  of  God's  righteoufnefs,  and  go- 
ing about  to  eftablilh  his  own  righteoufnefs,  he  did 
not  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.'* 
Accordingly  he  was  ftill  uncertain  as  to  his  ac- 
ceptance with  God,  and  in  bondige  to  the  fear  of 
death.  **  At  this,"  fays  he,  <*  I  was  then  not  a 
**  little  furprized,  not  imagining  I  had  all  this 
«*  time  been  building  on  the  fand,  and  that  other 
«*  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid  by 
f'  God,  even  Jefus  Chrlft." 

7.  But  in  a  little  time  God  opened  his  eyes,  and 
manifelled  in  />/w,  as  he  has  done  in  many  others, 
the  truth  of  that  promife,  *'  If  any  man  will  do 
my  will,  he  fliall  know  of  the  do6trine  whether 
it  be  of  God."  Obferving,  on  fhipboard,  in  his 
palfage  to  America,  the  calm  and  compofcd  be- 
haviour of  a  few  Germans,  during  fome  very  tremen- 
dous ftorms,  he  was  convinced  they  were  in  a  very 
different  ftate  from  himfelf,  as  they  were  manifeftly 
raifed  above  the  fear  of  death  Some  converfation 
he  had  v^'nh  Mr.  Spangenberg,  a  German  miniftcr, 
after  he  landed,  was  a  means  of  giving  him  Hill 
farther  liglit  ;  and  before  he  fet  fail  to  return  to 
England,    December   22,   1737,  about  two  years 

1  4  and 


aoo  THE    LIFE    AND    LABOURS    OF 

and  four  months  after  he  had  left  his  own  country, 
the  hardfliips  and  peifecutions  he  had  met  with 
in  that  remote  part  of  tlie  world,  had  been  fo  fanc- 
tified  to  him,  that  he  was  brought  to  a  very  full 
acquaintance  with  his  own  heart,  and  thus  was 
prepared  for  that  difcovery  of  the  love  of  God  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  which  it  pleafed  God  foon  after  to 
afford  him. 

8.  It   was  on   the  8th  of  January,   1738,  that, 
being  on   liis   paffage  home,   he  wrote  as  follows  ; 

By  the  moft  infallible  of  proofs,  inward  feeling y 
I  am  convinced,  i.  Of  unbelief ,  having  no  fuch 
faith  in  Chrift  as  will  prevent  my  heart  from 
being  troubled.  2.  Of  pridey  throughout  mv 
life  paft,  inafmuch  as  1  thought  I  had  what  I 
find  I  have  not.  3.  Of  grofs  irrecolUBiony  in- 
afmuch as  in  2.  fiGt'm  I  cry  to  God  every  mo- 
ment, in  a  cahn  not.  4.  Of  levity  and  luxuri- 
ancy  of  fpirit,  recurring  whenever  the  prelfure 
is  taken  off,  and  appearing  by  my  fpeaking 
words  not  tending  to  edify  \  but  mofl  by  my 
manner  of  fpeaking  of  my  enemies.  Lord 
fave,  or  I  perifh  !  Save  me,  i.  By  fuch  a  faifh 
as  im.plies  peace  in  life  and  death.  1.  By  fuch 
humility  2ls  may  fill  my  heart,  from  this  hour  for 
ever,  with  a  piercing  uninterrupted  fenfe,  *  I 
*■  have  done  nothing  hitherto,'  having  evidently 
built  without  a  foundation.  3.  By  fuch  a  re- 
col  lecflion  as  may  cry  to  thee  every  moment, 
efpecially  when  all  is  calm.  4.  By  ficadinefs, 
ferioufnefs,  fobricty  of  fpirit,  avoiding  as  fire 
every  word  that  tendeth  not  to  edification,  and 
never  fpeaking  of  any  that  oppofe  me  or  fin 
againit  God,  without  all  my  own  fins  fct  in  ar- 
ray before  my  face.  "  Could  he  who  wrote 
thefe  words  be  unacquainted  with  himfclf  ? 

9.  A  fortnight  after  he  fpeaks  yet  more  clearly  : 
Some  of  h.is  expreirions  arc,   **  1  went  to  America 

**  to 
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**  to  convert  the  Indians,  but  oh  !  who  fhall  con- 
*'  vert  me  ?  Wh(»,  what  is  he  that  will  deliver 
**  me  from  this  evil  heart  of  unbelief?  I  hive  a 
**  fair  fummer  religion.  I  can  talk  well,  nay  and 
*'  believe  too,  v^'hen  no  danger  is  near;  but  let 
*'  death  look  me  in  the  face  and  my  fpirit  is  trou- 
*'  bled.     Nor  can  I  fay, — To  die  is  gain. 

*  I  have  a  fin  of  fear  that  when  1  have  fpun 

*  My  laft  thread  1  fliall  perifh  on  the  Ihore. 

<<  I  think  verily  if  the  gofpel  be  true  I  am 
<*  fafc. But    in    a    ftorm    1    think,    «  What  if 

<  the   gofpel   be    not   true?      Then  thou  art  of  all 

<  men    the    mort    fooliOi.       For    what    hafl     thou 

*  given  thy  goods,  thy  eafe,   thy  friends,  thy  repu- 

*  taiion,    thy  country,    thy    life  ?      For    what   art 

<  thou   wanderinj;   over  the   face  of  the  earth?     A 

*  dream,  a   cunningly   devifed   fable  ?     O  !    Who 

<  will  deliver  me  from  this  fear  of  death  ?      W^hat 

*  fhall  1  do  ?      Where  fli.iil  I  flee  from  it  ?" 

10.  Again,  a  little  after,  he  fays,  *'  It  is  now 
**  two  years  and  almofl  four  months  lince  I  left 
**  my  native  country,  in  order  to  teach  the  Geor- 
*<  gian  Indians  the  nature  of  Chriftianity  :  but 
*'  what  have  I  learned  myfelf  in  the  mean  time  ? 
<*  Why  (what  I  Icaft  of  all  fufpec^ed)  that  I,  who 
*»  went  to  America  to  convert  others,  was  never 
**  myfelf  cortverted  to  God.  I  am  not  mad  tho* 
<<  I  thus  fpeak,  but  I  fpeak  the  words  of  truth 
<»  and  foberncfs  ;  if,  iiappily,  fome  of  thofc  who 
*<  ftill  dream  may  awake  and  fee,  that  as  I  am,  (o 
*<  are  they." 

*  This  have  1  learned  in  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
that  I  am  fallen  Ihort  of  the  glory  of  God  ;  that 
my   whole  heart    is  alt  ^gether  corrupt  and  abo- 

**  minable,   and    cunfequcnily   my  whole  lite  (fee- 
*'  ing    it   cannot   be   that  an  evil  tree  fhould  bring 
**  forth  good   fruit)  :   that  alienated  as  1  am  from 
I  5  "  the 
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**  the  life  of  God,  I  am  a  child  of  wrath,  sn 
**  htir  of  hell  :  that  my  cvn  workf,  my  own  fuf- 
**  fcrings,  my  own  righteournefs,  are  fo  far  from 
*^  reconciling  me  to  an  offended  God,  fo  far  from 
**  making  an  atonement  for  the  leaft  of  thofe  fins 
**  which  are  more  in  number  than  the  hairs  of  my 
**  head,  that  the  moft  fpecious  of  them  need  an 
**  atonement  themfelves,  or  they  cannot  abide  his 
**  rightecus  judgment  :  that  having  the  fentencc 
**  of  death  \n  my  heart,  and  having  nothing  in, 
**  or  of  myfelf  -o  plead,  I  have  no  hope  but  thai 
<*  of  being  juHified  freely,  thro'  the  redemption 
M  that  is  in  Chrill:  Jefus  :  I  have  no  hope  but 
*'  that  if  1  feck  I  (hall  find  Chrift,  and  be  '  found 
**  in  him,  not  having  my  own  righteoufnefs,  but 
«'  that  which  is  thro'  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righ- 
*<  teoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith." 

II.  Of  this  faith  he  feems  to  have  had,  at  this 
time,  a  very  clear  notion,  altho'  not  fo  clear  as  he 
afterwards  obtained,  partly  by  convcrfing  with 
Peter  Bohler,  and  fome  others,  and  partly  by  con« 
tinually  fearching  the  Scriptures  upon  this  head, 
in  this  way  it  pleafed  God  foon  to  convince  him 
that  faving  faith  (as  our  Church  exprelTes  it)  is 
<*  a  fare  truft  and  confidence,  which  a  man  hath 
**  in  God,  that  thro'  the  merits  of  Chrift  his  fins 
*<  arc  forgiven  and  he  is  reconciled  to  the  favour  of 
"  God."  He  faw  too,  that  holinefs  and  happi- 
nefs,  that  love,  peace  and  joy  are  the  never  faij- 
in,8;  fruits  of  this  faith,  and  that  it  is  frequently- 
given  in  a  m.oment.  But  fiill  he  himfelf  was  not 
in  polTefiion  of  it  :  and  this  was,  for  fome  weeks, 
a  fource  of  great  bitternefs  and  difirefs  to  his  foul. 
«'  I  feel  what  you  fay,"  (fays  he,  in  a  Ktcer  to 
a  friend)  **  at  this  time,  tho'  not  enough  ;  for 
**  I  am  under  the  fiimc  condemnation.  1  fee 
<<  that    the    whole    Law   o^f   God    is    holy,   juft 
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*'  and  good.  I  know  every  thought,  every  tern- 
*<  per  of  my  foul,  ought  to  bear  Gx)d's  image  and 
**  fuperfcription.  But  how  am  I  fallen  from  the 
*<  glory  of  God  ;  I  feel  that  1  am  fold  under  fin. 
**  I  know  too,  that  I  deferve  nothing  but  wrath, 
**  being  full  of  all  abominations  ;  and  having  no 
<*  good  thing  in  me  to  atone  for  them,  or  to  re- 
**  move  the  wrath  of  God.  All  my  works,  my 
*'  rightcoufnefs,  my  prayers,  need  an  atonement 
*<  for  themfelvcs.  So  that  my  mouth  is  llopped. 
*<  I  have  nothing  to  plead.  God  is  holy  ;  1  am 
**  unholy.  God  is  a  confuming  fire  ;  1  am  alto- 
**  gcther  a  finner  meet  to  be  confumed.  Yet,  I 
**  hear  a  voice  (and  is  it  not  the  voice  of  God  ?) 
**  faying,  *  Believe  and  thou  (lialt  be  faved.  He 
*  that  bclieveth  is  palled  from  death  to  life.' 

12.  He  who  wrote  thcfc  words  could  not  be  far 
from  the  kingdom  of  God.  Deeply  convinced  of 
fin  as  he  manifcftly  was,  of  his  depravity  and  weak- 
nejs  as  well  as  of  his  guilty  and  groaning  for  re- 
demption in  the  blood  of  Jefus,  even  the  forgive- 
nefs  of  his  fins  and  a  new  nature,  he  could  not  be 
long  without  finding  mercy.  Accordingly  a  day 
or  two  after,  while  at  a  meeting  in  Alderfgatc- 
ftreet,  he  was  enabled  to  caft  his  foul  on  Chrifi, 
and  to  truft  in  him  alone  for  falvation,  and  an  af- 
furance  was  given  him  that  his  fins  were  blotted 
out  and  he  reconciled  to  the  favour  of  God.  The 
peace  and  love  he  immediately  felt  in  his  foul,  and 
the  fpirit  of  prayer  which  he  found  for  his  ene- 
mies, were  fufficient  evidences  that  the  work  was 
genuine. 

13.  But  the  grand  and  moft  fatisfa^lory  evidence 
of  any  man's  convcrfion  is  his  fubfequent  temper 
and  condudf.  Thefe,  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wcllev,  I 
trufi,  were  fuch  as  confirmed  his  profcflion.  This 
congregation,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  not  think  I  ex- 
aggerate, if  1  rcprefent  him  as  remarkable  for  al- 
1  6  moft 
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mof>  every  grace  and  virtue  that  does  or  can  adorn 
a   follower  of  Jefus.      He  was  ftrong  in  faith  and 
mighty  in  prayer,  not  a  few,   in  the  courfe   of  his 
fixty  years   labours    in    the   Lord's  vineyard,   hav- 
ing been   healed  in  body  or  mind,  or   both,    while 
he  was  engaged  in  prayer  to  God  with  or  for  them-. 
His  rejolutlon  in  undertaking  and  profccutlng  what- 
ever he  believed  would  be  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  good  of  mankind  was  unconquerable.    Nor  was 
he  difcoura^cd  by  difficulties,  how  many   or  great 
fcever.      His   confidence    in   God,   his   courage ^   and 
tranquillity  amidll  tumults  of  the  people,  waves  of 
the  iea,   dangeis  and  deaths,  were  equally  remark- 
able.     He    triilled  in  the  Lord,   and  therefore  was 
kept   in  perfect  peace  :   nay,   was    as  Mount  Zion 
viliich  cannot  be    removed.      And  what  (hall  1  fay 
of  his   humility  P     Of  the  very  deep  and  conftant 
fenfe  he   manifeflly  had  of  his  infirmities  and  ira- 
perfediions,  and  of  his  continual  need  of  the  mercy 
of  God  and  of  the   merits  of  Chrifl  ?    This   was 
undoubtedly,  to  his  dying  day,   the   uninterrupted 
temper  of  his  mind,  and  language  of  his  lips  and 
life.      His   refignationy  likewile,  to  the  divine  will, 
zx\^  patience   under  the  difpenfations  of  his   Provi- 
dence,  were  equally  manifefl,  as  alio  his  meeknefs^ 
gentlenefs^  and   lo^ng-fufferingy  amidft  the  very  many 
infulrs,  and   irjurieSy  and  much  ill   ufage   he   met 
with.    And  as  no  man  was  ever  more  attached  and 
faithful  to  \\\^  friendsj    fo  no  man  ever  more  freely 
forgave   his   enemies,    of  which   clafs,    it   is   well 
known,   like  all  other  great  and  good  men,  he  had 
nor  a  few. 

14.  But  how  remarkable  fcever  he  might  be  for 
thefe  graces,  he  was  yet  more  eminent  for  beneV-a- 
lenee^  mercy  and  charity.  His  life  was  one  continu- 
ed good  zoork,  one  confiant  lahcur  to  do  good  to  the 
bodies  and  fouls  of  men.    And  as  he  fed  thoufands 

and 
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and  myriads  with  the  living  bread,  fo  alfo  not  a  few 
with  the  bre;id  that  pcrilherh.      Whatever  he  could 
fparc  tVom  the  profits  of  his  FellovvHiip  before  his 
marriage,   or  from  the  income  ariling  from  the  falc 
of  his  books  afterwards,  together  with  the  dona- 
tions occafionallv  made  him  by  particular  friends, 
was  wholly  difhibuted  to  the  tick  and  needy       He 
was  eyes   to  the   blind,   and  feet   to   the   lame  :   a 
light  (as  it  were^  to  them  that  fat  in  darknefs,  mak- 
ing  the  hearts  of   the  fatherlefs  and  the  widowstck 
fing  for  joy.      His  gcficrojify  and  liberality  according 
to  his  power,  cannot  be  defcribcd  nor  hardly  con- 
ceived by  thofe  that  did  not  know  him.     His  tem- 
perance alfo  and  Jelf-denial  muft  not  be  pafled  over 
in  filence.    It  is  true  that,  for  many  years  lafl  pall, 
many,   in   town  and  country,  were  eager   to   tTicw 
their   love  to  him   ancl  his   friend?,   by    providing 
very   liberally  when  he  was  to  vifit  them   on  his 
journeys  thro'  the  kingdom.     But  it  is  well  known 
that  his  general   rule  was  on-y  to  eat  of  one  difh. 
In  fliort,  all  the  graces  and  viitues  that  adorn  the 
chriliian  chara6fer,  were  more  or  kfs,  found  in  him, 
and   that    mixed    with    fuch    fweetnef.-,    affability, 
courtefy  and  good-breeding,  that  he  M'as   the   de- 
light of  every   company   he  came  into  ;   nor  was  it 
poflible,  almoft,  for  any  one  to  be  a  few  minutes 
prefent  while  he  was  converfing  with   his    friends, 
in  a   free  and  familiar  manner,   without   being  at 
once  edified  and  highly   delighted.     He   had   read 
and  feen  fo  much  ;    was   fo   well   acquainted    with 
men   and    things,    with   the   world   and    with  the 
church,  that  he  had  an  inexhaufiible  fund  for  en- 
tertaining and  ufeful  converfation  :   nor  could   any 
feal>,   how  elegant  and  fumptuoas  fo  ever,    afford 
half  the  pleafure  and  delight  which  his  moll  enliv- 
ening and  exhilarating  dikourfe  afforded. 

13.   As  a  Preacher^  he   was   always  heard  with 
deep  attention,  generally  wiih  much  profit,  and  not 

feldom 
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feldom  with  furprizing  and  wonderful  effedl  ;  whe* 
ther  of  forrow  in  thofe  that  were  cut  to  the  heart 
by  his  word,  or  of  joy  in  thofe   whofe  tears   were 
wiped  away,  and  whofe  wounds  were  healed  by  the 
balm  of  his  do(5lrine.     He  was  always  concije  and 
clear.     He  never  advanced  any  thing  u-nnecejpiry  or 
more  than  enough,   nor  delivered  himfeU  in  a  man- 
ner that  was  not  intelligible  to  the  meaneft   of  his 
hearers,  if  attentive.      He  was  often/////,  as  well  as 
clear,  and  to  fuch  as  were  intelligent,  gave  perfedt 
fatisfa(5lion  upon  almoll  every  fubje6l  he  undertook 
to  explain.     And  his  preaching  was  fo  forcible  and 
convincing,  that  it  was  hardly  poffiblc   to  hear  him 
attentively,  without  being  as  much  difpleafed  at 
one's  feif,   as  one   was   pleafed   with  the  preacher. 
The  Lord's  word  in  his  mouth  was  indeed  *'  quick 
and   powerful,    and  fharper   than   any   two   edged 
("word,   piercing  to  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and 
fpirit,  joints   and  marrow,  and  was  a  difcemer  of 
the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart." 

1 6.  As  a  JVriter  he  is  much  to  be  admired.  He 
employed. his  pen  on  almoft  all  fubjedis  that  are 
ufeful  to  mankind,  and  treated  ihem  in  a  manner 
always  agreeable  and  often  highly  pleafing.  His 
method  was  eafy,  natural,  and  exa(5t.  His  ftyle, 
tho'  not  laboured  and  flowery  (a  kind  of  ftyle 
which  he  never  admiredj  yet  was  pure,  perfpi- 
cuGus,  and  manly  ;  much  iike  that  of  Addifon, 
univerfally  acknowledged  one  of  the  moR  plealing 
writers  this  or  any  nation  has  produced.  Altho' 
moft  of  his  publications  are  in  profe,  yet  they  are 
written  in  fuch  a  lively  and  entertaining  m.anner, 
that  they  are  read  with  as  much  pleafure  as  molt 
poetical  compofitions.  Of  his  abilities  in  Poetry  too 
he  has  given  us  many  fpecimens.  And  it  appears 
tliat  had  his  more  ferious  and  important  fludies  and 
labours  permitted  him  to  employ  himfelf  in  that 

way. 
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w.iy,  he  would  not  have  fallen  (hort  of  his  brothers 
Charles,  or  Samuel  VVtflcy,  or  the  pious  and  in- 
genious Dr.  Watts. 

17.  1  have  only  to  fpeak  of  him  in  the  cha- 
ra6lcr  of  a  Shepherd  and  Bijhop  of  Souls,  in  which 
he  peculiarly  (hone,  which  was  his  chitf  callings 
and  his  principal  employment,  and  for  which  he 
was  moft  admirably  fitted  by  nature,  and  by  grace. 
As  probably  no  perfon  has  exi("^ed  {ince  the  Apof- 
tles'  days,  who  ever  had  To  many  fouls  under  his 
care,  fo  many  to  feed  and  overjce  ;  fo  perhaps  no 
one  was  ever  better  qualified  for  fuch  a  work. 
The  health,  Jlrcngth  and  activity  of  his  body,  ca- 
pable of  fo  much  labour  and  tatigue,  the  vigour^ 
rejolution,  and  jirmuejs  of  his  mind,  regarding 
neither  pleafure  nor  pain,  and  recol]e(5ted  and  un- 
daunted in  the  midft  of  the  grcareli  dillioulties  and 
dangers  ;  the  retentivcnefs  of  his  memory,  enabl- 
ing him  to  rccollecf  the  perfons,  names,  and 
places  of  abode  of  fuch  muhitudcs  of  people  ;  his 
extenfive  knciwledge  of  things  human  and  divine; 
his  deep  and  long  ey.peiiersce  both  of  the  de- 
vices of  Satan,  and  of  the  work  of  God  in  the  foul, 
and  above  all,  the  grace  of  God  that  was  in  him  :  — 
thefe  and  fuch  like  endowments  fitted  him  for  this 
great  work  ;  and  he  executed  it  in  a  manner  which 
few  have  done  before,  or,  1  believe,  will  do  after 
him. 

18.  Add  to  thi?,  that  in  proportion  as  the  foci- 
ctics  encreafed  in  London^  Brijiol^  Newcajlle-upon' 
Tyne,  Leeds y  Manchejhr,  and  all  over  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  ;  and  it  became  more  and  more 
impofiTible  he  (hould  fuperintend  and  take  care  of 
them  all,  fhould  provide  food  for  their  fouls,  over- 
fee  their  behaviour,  take  notice  of,  and  prepare 
and  adminillcr  remedies  for  their  fpiritual  difcafcs, 
and  lead  them  forward  in  the  paths  of  righteouf- 
refs  :  and  as  few  or  none  af  the  clergy  of  the 
eftabliflicd  church  were   willing  to  cxpofe    thm- 
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felves  to  reproach,  and  engage  heartily  with  him 
in  the  v^ork  ;  he  had  vvifdom  and  courage  enough 
to  go  out  of  the  common  track,  to  take  the  Lord 
Jefus  and  his  Apoftles  for  his  models,  and  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  gifts  and  grace  beliowed  for  this 
very  purpofe,  no  doubt,  upon  many  of  his  people. 
Hence  dividing  the  focieties  into  little  companies 
called  claffes,  he  appointed  the  moll  knowing,  the 
moft  experienced  and  the  moft  pious  to  take  charge 
of  the  rert.  Several  of  thefe,  from  praying  with 
and  advifing  their  little  companies  in  private,  pro- 
ceeded, in  confequence  of  prefling  invitations,  to 
exhort  them  and  others  in  public,  and  in  the  end 
even  to  expound  to  them  and  enforce  upon  them 
the  Word  of  God. 

19.  In  this  way  a  great  company  of  preachers, 
now  affembled  here,  have  been  providentially 
raifcd  up,  in  general  without  an  Univerfity  edu- 
cation, or  even  any  acquaintance  with  the  learned 
languages  faltho'  fomc  of  them  are  well  fl^illed 
therein)  to  fupply  his  lack  of  fervice  ;  to  overfes 
and  feedy  in  his  abfence,  the  multitudes  of  fiocks 
he  had  gathered,  and  to  take  care  of  them,  now 
he  is  no  more.  An  aftonifliing  inftance  of  the  di- 
vine goodnefs  this  indeed  !  For  had  it  not  been 
for  this,  would  not  you,  my  brethren,  and  fome 
thoufands  of  congregations  bcfide,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  and  America,  have  been  this  day 
as  fheep  without  a  fhepherd  ?  By  thefe,  as  well  as 
by  his  life^  which  will  long  be  remembered,  and 
his  wrlt'mgSy  which  will  continue  to  be  piibliflied 
and  read,  he  hein^  dead  yet  fpeahethy  and  I  truft 
will  fpeak  while  England  is  a  nation,  or  while 
the  Englifh,  language  is  known  upon  the  earth. 
May  you,  and  I,  my  dear  brethren,  have  ears  to 
hear  and  hearts  to  underftand  !  Many  of  them 
will   addrels  us  during  this  Conference.      May  we 
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mnrl^  learn,  and  d'lgcji  the  blcfTed  truths  that  fliall 
drop  from  their  lips  !  the  fame,  I  am  well  per- 
fuaded,  with  thofe  which,  in  years  paft,  were  fo 
frequently  dropping  from  the  lips  of  our  aged  and 
reverend  Father,  now  removed  from  us,  whea 
with  his  fons  in  the  gofpcl  about  him,  he  was  wont 
to  difcourfe  to  us  from  this  and  other  pulpits. 
May  we  recolle6t  and  lontr  remember  his  falurary 
docStrine!  May  it  be  fixed  in  our  minds  as  a  nail 
in  a  fure  place  1  May  it  have  its  proper  influence 
upon  our  hearts  and  lives!  Thus,  as  my  text  ad- 
vifes,  and  as  I  was.  Secondly,  to  exhort,  we  fliall 
find  it  lefs  difficult  to  follow  his  faith. 

II.  Having  enlarged  (o  much  on  the  former 
head,  I  fhall  difpatch  what  1  have  to  fay  on  this 
and  the  following  in  a  few  words. 

1.  Faith  here,  as  in  a  few  more  paflages  of 
Scripture,  may  be  piit  for  the  ohjed  of  faith,  the 
truths  helievedy  And  the  importance  of  it,  in  this 
fenfe,  muft  be  obvious  to  all  who  attend  to  the 
mighty,  I  may  fay  the  infinite  difference  there  is  be- 
tween truth  and  a  lie,  and  the  confequences  that  do 
and  will  follow  upon  believing  the  one  or  the 
other.  There  are  indeed  fome,  yea  many  things 
relating  to  the  prefent  life  which  we  way  view  in  a 
falfe  light,  and  may  believe  a  lie  inflead  of  the 
truth  refpedling  them,  and  no  bad,  at  leaft  no  eter- 
nally bad  and  dcltru6live  confequences  will  follow 
the  mirtake.  And  the  reafon  is  plain,  this  life, 
with  every  thing  in  ir,  is  of  fhort  duration  and  is 
paffing  away  like  a  dream  of  the  night.  But  the 
cafe  is  different  with  regard  to  things  that  apper- 
tain to  the  life  to  come.  To  receive  a  lie  for 
truth  with  refpedl  to  moft  of  thefe,  is  to  involve  our- 
felves  in  ignorance,  fin  and  inifery,  and  to  pre- 
clude our  partaking  of  the  falvation  of  (Jod. 

2.  For   infiance,   to  entertain  millakcn  views  of 

our- 
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oarfelves  and  of  the  ftate  we  are  In  by  nature  ;  to 
fuppofe,  with  the  Jews,  that  we  fee,  when  in 
reality  we  ^\c  blind  \  or,  with  the  Pharifees,  that 
we  are  holy^  and  righteousy  when  we  are  guilty  and 
depraved  ;  or,  with  St.  Paul,  in  his  unconverted 
ftare,  that  we  are  doing  God  fervice  while  we  are 
oppofing  his  truth  and  perfecuting  his  fervants,  is 
eiredluaily  to  prevent  our  being  enlightened,  juf- 
tified,  or  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jefus  ;  it  is  to  keep  ourfelves  at  an  im- 
menfe  diftance  from  that  poverty  of  fpirit,  that 
humiliation  of  foul,  that  holy  mourning,  to  which 
alone  the  Lord  hath  promifed  the  confolation  of 
his  favour,  and  it  is  to  feed  that  pride  of  heart 
which  is  an  abomination  before  God,  The  fame 
may  be  faid  concerning  the  divine  nature,  the  Per- 
Jon  of  Chr'ifiy  the  zvay  of  Jalvation  thro'  a  Mediator, 
the  will  of  God  and  our  duty:  to  have  miftakea 
views  of  thefe  fubje^ts  muft,  on  the  one  hand, 
preclude  thofe  happy  effe6ls  which  would  follow 
upon  right  views  of  them,  and,  on  the  other, 
produce  confcquences  proportionably  hurtful. 

3.  The  gofpel  is  reprefented  in  Scripture  as  the 
great  mean  of  turning  people  **  from  darknefs  to 
light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.'* 
But  will  any  man  fay  that  a  lie  enlightens,  or 
gives  real  and  ufeful  information,  like  truth  ;  and 
that  believing  a  lie  will  make  us  free,  as  the  Lord 
Jefus  has  affured  us  knowing  the  truth  will  ?  St. 
James  informs  us  that  wc  are  <*  begotten  again  by 
the  word  of  truth  ;"  St.  Peter  fpeaks  of  our  *<  pu- 
rifying our  fouls  by  obeying  the  truth,"  and  our 
Lord  prays  that  we  may  be  "  fan^lified  by  the 
truth."  But  dare  any  man  affirm  that  a  He  will 
produce  the  fame  effeds?  that  we  may  be  begotten 
again  and  made  the  children  of  God  by  a  //>, 
may  purify  our  fouls  by  obeying  a  //>,  and  may 
even  be  entirely  fandified  and  fitted  for  heaven  by 

a  lie? 
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a  lie  P  Let  no  man  therefore  perfuade  us  that  it 
is  a  matter  of  no  momeiir  what  we  believe  or  what 
fentlments  we  enfertain  in  religion.  If  that  were 
the  cafe,  zeal  for  God  would  be  fufficient,  and  it 
would  not  lignify  at  all  whether  that  zeal  were  ac- 
cording to  knowledge,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  and 
repeated  declarations  of  St  Paul.  Be  upon  your 
guard,  therefore,  In  this  point,  and  remember 
that  we  are  chofcn  to  falvation,  as  by  JanSiijicat'ion 
if  the  fplrity    fo  alfo  by  belief  f  the  truth. 

4.  What  this  truth  is  I  need  not  now  ftay  to 
declare.  It  is  well  known  to  this  congregation  to 
comprehend  thofe  grand  do6\rines  which  are  termed 
by  the  Apoftle  the  Analogy  of  faith,  viz.  thofe  that 
refpcdl:  the  Depravity  of  human  nature,  the  Atone- 
ment of  Chriif,  the  Influences  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  Jullification,  San6^ification,  and  Eternal  Life, 
But  it  is  declared  at  large,  as  in  many  of  Mr. 
Wefley's  other  works,  fo  efpecially  in  his  Notes  on 
the  New  Tcjlarnenty  an  l  in  his  four  Volumes  of  Ser^ 
mons.  Thofe  who  wifh  to  fee  it  defended  more 
fully  and  particularly,  will  meet  with  ample  fatis- 
fa6tion  in  reading  his  Appeals  to  Men  of  Reafon  and 
Religiony  his  Anfwer  to  Dr.  Taylor  on  Original  Siuj 
and  his  many  other  controverfial  pieces.  In  the 
mean  time,  compare  what  you  read  with  the  Ora- 
cles of  God,  and  bring  every  do6lrine  to  the  teft 
cf  that  infallible  touch/lone.  This,  you  know,  is 
the  only  rule,  and  the  fuffieient  rule  of  faith  as  well 
as  of  pra6fice.  Search,  then,  the  Scriptures,  for 
in  them  ye  have  eternal  life;  and  if  you  do  this 
without  prejudice,  in  humility  and  fimplicity,  fin- 
cerely  dcfiring  to  know  and  embrace  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jefus,  and  looking  unto  God  for  the  teach- 
ing of  his  Spirit,  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  your 
finding  in  them  the  grand  dodlrines  which  our  late 
Paftor  and  Prcfidcnt  fo  continually  taught  by  word 
and   writing,  and  fo  ably  defended,  than  1  doubt 

whether 
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\ThcrIier  you  will  fini  in  them,  that  there  is  a  God, 
or  that  Jefus  of  Nazareth  is  his  Son. 

5.  But  we  need  not  confine  the  ternn  faith  to  the 
ohjeS}  of  faith,  the  truths  believed.  The  expref- 
Tion  may  alfo  mean  here  our  belief  or  perfuafion  of 
thofe  truths.  In  this  fenfe  alfo  let  me  recommend 
the  faith  of  our  departed  Paftor  to  your  imitation. 
See  that  you  be  pcrfuaded,  truly  and  deeply  per- 
fuaded,  as  he  was,  of  the  certainty  and  importance 
of  thefe  truths.  See  that  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  with  all  the  great  do61rines  of  it, 
come  to  youy  as  it  did  to  the  Theflalonians,  **  not 
in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  in  much  alTurance."  See  that  you  fo 
believe  that  it  may  be  iht  poiver  of  God  unto  Jalva- 
iion  to  your  believing  fouls  :  fo  that  it  may  have 
its  proper  influence  upon  your  temper  and  condu6f, 
while  you  are,  as  it  were,  calf  into  the  mould  of  it, 
and  all  your  difpofitions,  words  and  a(Stions  are  as 
be  Cometh  the  gofpel  of  Chrijl. 

6.  But  fome  will  perhaps  be  inclined  to  think 
that  faith  here  means  jujlifying  and  faving  faith, 
even  that  faith  in  Chrirt  and  in  the  mercy  of  God 
and  in  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel  through  him, 
which  whofoever  hath  is  <*  juftified  from  all  things, 
has  peace  with  God,  has  the  love  of  God,  (bed 
abroad  in  his  heart,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  given  to 
him,  and  rejoices  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God." 
And  certainly,  my  brethren,  it  is  our  duty  to  take 
care,  that,  in  this  fenfe  alfo,  we  folloiu  his  faith  : 
that  like  him  we  *<  believe  in  Chrift,  fo  as  to  be 
juftified  by  the  faith  of  Chrill,  and  not  by  the 
deeds  of  the  law  ;"  that  we  belicive  with  a  faith  of 
the  operation  of  God,  a  faith  working  by  love,  a  faith 
overcoming  the  world y  and  purifying  the  heart.  This, 
indeed,  is  the  moft  important  point  of  all.  For 
if  **  God   fo  loved  the   vvorld,  that  he  gave  his 

only 


THE     LATE    REV.    JOHN    WESLEY.  2I3 

only  begotten  Son,  tliat  vhufoevcr  bclievcth  in  him 
fliould  not  perifii,  but  have  cvcrlading  life  ;"  it 
furcly  mud  be  of  the  dtepeft  importance  that  vvc 
believe  aright  on  him,  for,  eternal  life  is  attained 
in  this  and  in  no  other  way. 

7.  It  is  above  all  neceflary  that  we,  who  fpeak 
in  the  name  of  God,  have  faith  in  this  fenfe  ; 
that  we  be  juftified  ourfclvcs,  converted,  regene- 
rated, and  made  new  creatures  in  Ciuift  Jcfus. 
To  preach  this  faith  is  our  grand  calling,  nor 
need  we  go  forth  unlefs  to  preach  it.  Almod 
every  other  branch  of  chriiVian  doclrine  has  advo- 
cates in  abundance  without  us.  "ut  witli  regard 
to  faith  zvorkirig  by  love,  and  juflif  cation  by  faith^ 
together  with  a  nciv  birth  or  a  nezv  creation,  mani- 
felling  itfelf  ly  univcrfal  holinefs  o'i  \\t^\\  and  life, 
the  cafe  is  dilicrent: —  To  preach  thcjc  is  the  proper 
office  of  a  AJeihodiJi  preacher,  this  being  the  very 
docfrine,  as  we  have  feen  in  the  former  part  of 
this  difcourfc,  which  our  late  Rev.  Father  con- 
tinually inculcated.  And  if  it  be  our  duty  to 
preach  it,  furcly  it  is  equally,  or  more,  our  duty  to 
(xpcrientcc  it.  For  certainly  we  would  not  wiOi  to 
be  hypocrites,  going  about  and  recommending  to 
others  what  we  have  no  expejience  of  ourfclvcs. 

8.  1    fliall   only   mention   one  thing  more  here. 
Probably  fome  will  think  Xh^i  faith  here  flands  for 

faithfulnefs.  And  certainly  there  can  be  no  impro- 
priety in  taking  the  word  in  this  fenfe,  whether 
primarily  iiuendcd  by  the  Apoflle  or  not,  and  re- 
rommcnding  the  faithfulnefs  of  our  departed  friend 
and  Father  to  your  imitation.  But  who  can  de- 
fcribe  his  faith,  in  this  view  of  it?  Who  can  give 
thofe,  that  did  not  know  him,  any  juft  idea  of  his 
faitlifulnefs  in  the  employment  of  his  time,  and 
of  every  talent  his  great  Mafter  had  cntrufted  him 
v\ith  ?  Nay,  who,  that  did  not  know  him,  would 
crexiit  one   half  of  what  might  be  faid,  and  muft 

be 
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be  faid,  if  one  do  any  juftice  to  the  fubjecSl  ?  But 
it  is  my  happinefs  this  evening  to  addrefs  thofe 
that  in  feme  mcafure  knew  him.  And  however 
marvellous  and  bordering  upon  romance  it  might 
appear  to  others,  you  know  it  to  be  a  fa6^,  and 
therefore  will  fully  believe  me  when  I  fay,  that 
during  the  laft  fifty  years  of  his  life  there  feldom 
was  a  day  in  which  he  did  not  preach  twice,  thrice, 
or  even  four  times  ;  travel,  during  nine  months 
out  of  ten  of  the  year,  thirty,  forty,  fifty  or  fixty 
miles  (and  for  many  years  on  horfeback  ,)  anfwer 
half  a  dozen  or  even  a  dozen  letters  ;  converfe 
with  a  number  of  perfons,  and  yet  found  time  to 
write  and  go  on  with  fome  work  intended  for  the 
prefs.  So  that  we  may  reckon  he  generally 
preached  one  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  fermons 
every  year,  travelled  three  thoufand  or  even  four 
thoufand  miles,  wrote  two  thoufand  letters,  con- 
verfed  privately  with  ten  thoufand  or  twelve  thou- 
fand people,  over  and  above  meeting- focieties, 
keeping  watch-nights,  and  love-feafts,  adminiller- 
ing  the  Lord's  Supper,  to  thoufands  of  communi- 
cants in  town  and  country,  and  writing  and  pub- 
lifhing,  I  know  not  how  many  books  on  all  fub- 
je6ls.  It  would  be  incredible  that  any  one  man 
{hould  go  thro'  fo  much  work,  if  we  did  not  know 
it  to  be  a  fad  that  he  went  thro'  it,  and  that,  thro' 
the  help  of  God,  by  attending  to  one  ftngle  circum^ 
fiance^  and  that  is,  to  the  proper  uje  of  his  t'nne ; 
obferving  himfelf  moft  carefully  the  advice  given 
to  us,  my  brethren,  in  the  large  Minutes  of 
Conference  ;  <*  Be  punctual,  be  diligent.  Never 
**  be  unemployed  a  moment  :  Never  be  triflingly 
**  employed.  Never  while  away  time.  Neither 
**  fpend  any  more  time  in  any  place  than  is  ftridlly 
**  neceflary." 

9.  From  about  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  his 

age, 
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age,  when,  as  he  tells  his  brother  Samuel  in  a  let- 
ter, **  Leifure  and  he  had  taken  leave  of  each 
**  other,  and  he  propofed  to  be  bufy  as  long  as  he 
"  lived,  if  his  health  fliould  be  fo  long  indulged, 
'*  to  him,"  he  made  it  a  conftant  rule,  as  is  well 
known, to  rife  at  four  in  the  morning:  and  from  the 
obfervation  of  this  rule  even  ficknefs  could  fcarce 
prevent  him.  From  that  hour  till  he  went  to  reft 
at  night  (which  was  about  nine)  it  may  be  fafely 
faid  that  he  never  willingly  loft  one  moment. 
A}}iufc??ient  or  relaxation  he  iifed  none,  fave  what 
arofe  from  change  of  employment.  His  whole 
life  was  one  fcene  of  ferious  bufinefs.  From 
morning  to  night,  allowing  time  for  his  meals,  he 
was  either  reading  or  writing,  or  preaching,  or  tra- 
velling, or  converfing  ferioufly  with  thofc  who  ap- 
plied to  him  for  advice  about  matters  temporal  or 
fpiritual.  Nay,  and  frequently  when  on  horfe- 
back,  in  the  former  part  of  his  life,  and  almoft 
always  in  the  chaife  (fince  he  was  obliged  thro* 
weaknefs  of  body  to  make  ufe  of  that  means  of 
conveyance)  he  was  reading,  unlefs  when  he  judged 
it  better  to  employ  his  thoughts  in  conlidcring 
fome  fubje^l  intended  for  the  pulpit  or  the  prefs. 

lo.   We   fee  in   him   the  wonders  that  lime  cart 
do:     <<  Time"  (as  Dr.  Young  fays) 

*'  Than  gold  more  facred,  more  a  lead 

**  Than  lead  to  fools,  and  fools  reputed  wife.'* 

And  we  fee,  too,  in  him  the  fulfilment  of  that 
gracious  promife,  To  him  that  hath  JJjall  be  given. 
He  had^  that  is  employed,  according  to  the  defign 
of  the  Giver,  the  time  vouchfafed  him,  and  there- 
fore the  Lord  gave  him  tnuch  of  it.  Confider  him 
as  awake  and  a61ive  from  four  in  the  morning 
till  nine  or  ten  at  night,  and  you  will  find  reafon 
to  conclude  Xhat  he  lived   more  in  one  year  than 
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many  do  in  half  a  dozen.  Add  to  this  that  the  Lord 
protraded  his  life  to  the  long  date  of,  at  Icaft, 
eighty-eight  years.  So  that  his  life  was  long  in- 
deed, longer,  all  tilings  confidcred,  than  almoft 
any  in  thefe  latter  ages  do  or  v^ill  attain  to  ;  and 
what  is  better,  wholly  employed  for  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  mankind.  It  rr)ay  be  fafely 
faid  that  from  the  time  he  was  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  fill  his  dying  day,  he  hardly  ever  em- 
ployed one  hour,  wrote  one  line,  travelled  one  mi/e, 
or  almotl:  uttered  one  fentejice  but  what  was,  at 
leaft,  defigned  .by  him  to  be  ufefiil  to  his  fellow- 
creatures,  nay,  and  in  general,  one  way  or  other 
was  ufeful. 

II,  How  many  thoufands  have  been  relieved,  or 
cured    in   bodily  complaints,  by  his  advice  given 
verbally,  or  in  that  moft  ufeful  little  book  termed 
Primitive   Phyfic.     How    many   tens  of  thoufands 
owe  to  him,  under  God,  the  health,  yea,  and  ever- 
lafling  happinefs  of  their  fouls  !     How  many   fa- 
milies and  individuals,  at  variance,  has  he  recon- 
ciled, and  how  much  peace  and  harmony  has  he 
been  a  mean  of  imparting  where  it  never  had  been, 
or  of  refloring  where  it  had  been  loft  !    How  many 
drunken  and  debauched  huibands  and  fathers  have 
been  reclaimed  from  their  vices,  and  their  families 
faved  from  beggary  and  ruin  ;  and  how  much    /«- 
dujiryy  frugality,  temperance  and  chafiity,  and  of  con- 
(equence,  projperityh^vc,  through  him,  been  fpread 
through    this   and    other   kingdoms !     How   many 
hundreds,  thoufands,  and  tens  of  thoufands  of  mi- 
ferable  objects  have  been  or  ftill  are  relieved  by  his 
own  charities,  or  by  thofe  of  which  he  was,  under 
God,  the  main   fpring,  and  either  fct  on   foot  or 
promoted  !     How  many,  at  this  moment,  are  praif- 
ing  God  on  earth  that  ever  there  was  fuch  a  man, 
and  how  many  more  in  heaven  !    How  many  thou- 
fands and  myriads,  during  thefe  fifty  or  fixty  years 

that 
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that  he  has  fo  fiicccrsfully  cxcrcifcd  liis  miniftry  on 
earth,  converted  to  God,  by  his  inRrumentality, 
directly  or  indire611y,  have  gone  before  him  to  Pa- 
radife,  and  were  ready  to  bid  him  welcome  when 
he  arrived  !  and  how  many  hundreds  of  thoufands, 
in  England^  Scotland^  Ireland^  America^  and  tlie  Weft 
Indies,  nay,  and  in  other  paits  of  the  earth  to 
which  his  writings  have  reached,  or  may  hereafter 
reach,  are  waiting,  or  Ihall  hereafter  wait,  to  foU 
low  after  !  Oh  !  what  a  meeting,  my  dear  bre- 
thren !  How  many  fons  and  daughters,  begotten 
by  him  throfigh  the  gofpel,  floall  at  that  diy  rife 
up  and  call  him  bleffed  !  fliall  own  and  confefs 
him  their  fpiritual  father,  while  he  looks  round 
with  aftonifliment,  and  afks.  Who  hath  begotten 
me  thefe  F     Thefey  where  had  they  been  ? 

12.    "I   will    invite  ycj,   my  father  and   my 
friend,"  (faid   Mr.   Hervey,    in   a  letter   to   him, 
dated  in  the  year  1736,)  **  to  meet  me  among  the 
*<  fpirits   of  the  jull   made  perfeifl:,  fince  I  am  not 
*'  like  to  fee   you   any   more  in  the  flcfh.     Then 
*'  will    I    bid   you   welcome,    yea,    1    will   tell  of 
«'  your  love  before  the  univerfal  aflembly,  jtnd  at 
«*  the  tremendous  tribunal.     I  will  hear,  with  joy, 
<*  the  Lord  Jefus   fay   of  you  (Oh!   you   that  arc 
**  greatly   beloved  !)    JVell    done  good  and  faithful 
^^  fervaiit  !     You  have  ferved  your  Lord,  and  your 
<»  generation  with  your  might.     You  have  finiflied 
<<  the  work  which  my  Father  gave  you  to  do.      If 
<*  others  have  turned   their  thoufands,   you  have 
*'  turned   your   ten   thoufands   from   the   power  of 
**  Satan   unto   God.     Receive  therefore  a  glorious 
<<  kingdom,  a  beautiful  and  immortal  crown  from 
**  my  hand.    Enter  with  the  children  I  have  given 
**  you,    with    the  fouls  you  have   won,    O  thou 
<*  bleffed   one,    thou   heir  of  glory  I    enter   in   at 
**  thofe  evcrlalVmg  doors,  and  receive  there  the  re- 
*^  ward  of  thy  labours,  even  fulnefs  of  joy  forever 
<*  and  ever  I" 

K  13.  And 
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13.  And  if  Mr.  Hcrvcy  be  fo  eager  to  come  for- 
ward and  welcome  our  venerable  father  into  hea- 
venly manfions,  fhall  his  fon  in  the  gofpel  Mr. 
Fletcher,  be  backward  ?  Shall  his  dear  brother 
and  fellow-labourer  Mr.  Charles  JVeJley^  ftand  aloof? 
Shall  Mr.  JVhitefield,  uhofe  labours  commenced 
Avith  his,  and  who  with  him  bore  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day,  but  finifhed  his  tafk  many  years 
fooner  ? — Shall  not  he  rife  up  and  bid  him  enter? 
Methinks  even  Mr.  Toplady  has  loft  his  bitterncfs 
and  is  melted  into  love  ?  But  why  fhould  I  name 
individuals  ?  An  inimenfe  multitude  that  knew 
him  in  the  flefb,  and  that  never  knew  him,  fhall 
join  the  inviting  and  applauding  chorus,  Prophets, 
Apoitles,  Evangclifts,  PaRors  and  Teachers,  Saints, 
ConfcfTors  and  Martyrs,  gathered  out  of  every  na- 
tion and  age,  fliall  be  glad  to  telilfy  their  love 
towards  fo  faithful  and  eminent  a  fervant  of  God 
and  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  May  we,  my  brethren, 
be  of  this  company  !  I  hope  in  God  many  of  us 
Ihall.  Many  of  you  have  long  been,  and  are  at 
this  moment,  the  fincere  friends  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
and  therefore,  of  whatever  denomination  or  party, 
cannot  be  his  enemies,  cannot  be  the  enemies  of 
one  fo  owned  of  God,  and  who  has  been  made 
fuch  an  univerfal  blefiing  to  mankind. 

14.  Thus  have  I  been  \^6y  without  intending  it, 
to  fpeak  alfo  of  the  **  end  of  his  converfation," 
and  to  anticipate,  in  a  great  meafure,  what  might 
have  been  advanced  under  the  //;/r^  head.  I  fliall, 
therefore  only  add  to  what  has  been  faid,  that  the 
wonderful  Juccejs  God  gave  to  his  labours,  the 
amazing  reforination  he  made  him  the  great  inftru- 
ment  of  efrc6ling  in  this  and  other  kingdoms,  the 
glorious  exit  he  made  out  of  life,  after  having  per-- 
fevered  in  the  good  way  in  which  he  had  begun, 
to  the  end  ;  and  the  great  and  blejjed  reward  which, 
we  doubt  not,    he  partly   has    received    already, 

and 
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and  will  hereafter  more  abundantly  receive  at 
tilt  rtfurretStion  of  the  jurt  ;  thefe  particuhrs,  all 
included  in  rr,v  exGWh'  uiacrpfyi^,  that  end  ot  his  con- 
verfation  which  we  are  called  upon  to  confidcr, 
certainly  contain  firong  and  powerful  arguments 
why  we  fhould  follow  his  faith  in  the  fevcral  fenfcs 
that  have  been  noticed,  and  proceed  on  in  the  way 
in  which  he,  who  for  fo  many  years  **  had  the  rule 
over  U5?,  and  fpoke  to  us  the  word  of  God,"  went 
before  us. 

15.  Let  us  then,  my  brethen,  fleadily  abide  by 
the  doctrine  he  taught,  and  difcipline  he  ellabliflied, 
and  continue  to  purfue  the  plan  he  in  his  wifdom 
faw  fit  to  adopt,  being,  indeed,  as  we  know,  pro- 
videntially led  into  it,  contrary  to  his  pre-con- 
ceived  prejudices  ;  a  plan,  which  God  has  be<?n 
pleafed  greatly  to  fmile  upon  and  to  crown  with 
wonderful  fuccefs.  Let  us  not  attempt  to  mend  it, 
for  indeed  we  are  not  able  ;  but  taking  it  up  jul^  as 
it  is,  let  us  adhere  to  it,  and  go  on  in  the  fame 
tra6t  in  which  we  have  many  of  us  pcrfcvered  for 
twenty,  or  thirty,  or  even  fory  years.  It  is  now 
too  late  in  the  day  for  us  to  change  :  but  if  other- 
wife,  to  \^hat  can  we  change  for  the  better?  Let  us, 
however,  mend  our  pace  and  quicken  our  dili- 
gence, as  our  time  grows  fliortcr.  And  as  the 
fhades  of  the  evening  are  coming  on,  let  us,  in 
imitation  of  our  departed  paftor,  work  the  harder, 
**  work  while  it  is  day,  becaufc  the  night  cometh 
in  which  no  man  can  work."  Tho'  we  have  not 
received  his  talents,  let  not  that  difcourage  us. 
Our  prefent  duty  and  our  future  reward  arc  not 
and  will  not  be  meafured  by  the  number  ox  great - 
nefs  of  our  talents,  or  even  by  our  fuccefs  in  the 
Viic  of  them,  but  by  our  diligence  in  employing 
them  according  to  the  defign  ot  him  who  entrufted 
them  to  our  management.  **  Every  man,  we  are 
to  remember,  ihall  receive  his  own  reward  accord- 
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ing  to  his  own  labour ;  and  when  our  Lord  cometh 
his  reward  is  with  him,  to  give  to  every  man  ac- 
cording as  his  work  (hall  be."  Perfuaded  of  this, 
let  us  not  make  our  liaving  received  fewer  talents 
than  our  late  Rev.  Father,  an  excufe  for  hiding  any 
of  them  in  a  napkin,  much  lefs  for  burying  them 
all  in  the  earth.  But  if  we  have  received  but 
oncy  let  us  be  the  more  diligent  that  our  one  may 
gain  two,  and  our  two,  five,  and  perhaps  alfo  6ur 
five,  ten.  Thus  fliall  we  alfo  hear  him  fay,  **  Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  fervant,  enter  thou  into 
the  joy  of  thy  Lord  :"  thus  fhall  we  alfo  receive 
a  full  reward  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Father. 

END    OF    THE    SERMON. 


The  following  CharaSfer  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wesley, 
appeared  in  a  certain  Periodical  Publication,  and  in 
Jome  of  the  London  Papers.  It  fell  into  my  hands 
a  few  days  before  the  Conference,  and,  happening 
to  have  it  zvith  me,  I  read  it  to  the  Congregation 
after  preaching  the  above  Sermon.  It  was  Jo  highly 
approved  of  by  moft,  if  not  all,  that  heard  it ^  that 
I  judge  I  jhall  do  an  acceptable  piece  of  fervice  ta 
my  Readers  by  fubjoining  it  here. 

A  CHARACTER 

Or  the  celebrated 

JOHN  WESLEY,  A.  M. 

Late  Fellow  of  Lincoln  Cd'ege,  Oxford. 
Who  died  March  2,  1791,  Jged  Eighty-eight  Tears, 

JL  HIS  venerable  man,  in  his  indefatigable  zeal 
in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  has  been  long  wit- 
nelTed  by  the  world  ;  bur,  as  mankind  arc  not  al- 
ways inclined  to  put  a  generous  confiruciion  on 

the 
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fiic  exertion  of  (ingulnr  talents,  his  motives  Were 
imputed  to  the  love  of  popularity,  ambition,  and 
lucre.  It  now  appears  that  he  was  a6luated  by 
a  difintercfted  regard  to  the  immortal  intereft  of 
mankind.  He  laboured,  and  f^udicd,  and  preach- 
ed, and  wrote  to  propagate  what  he  believed  to  be 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift.  The  intervals  of  thefe 
tiigagements  were  employed  in  gfn'crning  the 
churches  he  had  planted,  regulating  the  coiicerns 
of  his  numerous  focietics,  afhOing  the  necclTitics, 
folving  the  difficulties,  and  foothing  the  afili6tions 
of  his  hearers.  He  obferved  fo  rigid  a  temper- 
ance, and  allowed  himfelf  fo  little  repofe,  that 
he  feemed  to  be  above  the  infirmities  of  nature,, 
and  to  a6t  independent  of  the  earthly  tenement  he 
occupied.  The  recital  of  the  occurrences  of  every 
day  of  his  life  would  be  the  grearell  encomium. 

Had  he  loved  wealth,  he  might  have  accumu- 
lated without  bounds  ;  had  he  been  fond  of  power, 
his  influence  would  have  been  worth  courting  by 
any  party.  I  do  not  fay  that  he  was  without  am- 
bition ;  he  had  that  which  Chriftianity  need  not 
blufh  at,  and  which  Virtue  is  proud  to  confefs. 
I  do  not  mean  that  which  is  gratified  by  fplendour 
and  large  pofTeflions  ;  but  that  which  commands  the 
hearts  and  affe61ions,  the  homage  and  gratitude  of 
thoufands.  For  him  they  felt  fcntiments  of  venera- 
tion only  inferior  to  tho(e  which  they  paid  to  Hea- 
ven ;  to  him  they  looked  as  their  father,  their 
benefadtor,  their  guide  to  glory  and  immortality  ; 
for  him  they  fell  proflrate  before  God,  with 
prayers  and  tears,  to  fpare  his  doom,  and  pro- 
long his  ftay.  Such  a  recompence  as  this  is  fuffi- 
eient  to  repay  the  toils  of  the  longefl:  life.  Short 
of  thisy  greatnefs  is  contemptible  impotence  Be- 
fore this,  lofty  prelates  bow,  and  princes  hide  their 
diminifhed  heads. 

K  3  His 
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His  zeal  was  not  a  tranHent  blaze,  but  a  fteady 
and  conftant  flame.  The  ardour  of  his  fpirit  was 
neither  damped  by  difBculty,  nor  fubdued  by  age. 
This  was  afcribed  by  himfelf  to  the  power  of 
Divine  Grajce  ;  by  the  world,  to  Enrhufiafm.  Be 
it  what  it  will,  it  is  what  Philofophcrs  muft  envy, 
and  Infidels  refpecl ;  it  is  that  which  gives  energy 
to  the  foul,  and  without  which  there  can  be  no 
grcatnefs  or  heroifm. 

Why  fhould  we  condemn  that  in  Religion  which 
we  applaud  in  every  other  profeflion  and  purfuit  ? 
He  had  a  vigour  and  elevation  of  mind,  which 
nothing  but  the  belief  of  the  Divine  Favour  and 
Prefence  could  infpire.  This  threw  a  luftre  round 
his  infirmities,  changed  his  bed  of  ficknefs  into  a 
triumphal  car,  and  made  his  exit  refcmble  an 
Apotheofis  rather  than  a  Difiblution. 

He  was  qualified  to  excel  in  every  branch  of 
literature  ;  he  was  verfed  in  the  Learned  Tongues, 
in  Metaphyfics,  in  Oratory,  in  Logic,  in  Criti- 
cifm,  and  every  requifite  of  a  Chriflian  Minifter; 
his  ftyle  was  nervous,  clear,  and  manly ;  his 
preaching  was  pathetick,  and  perfuafive  ;  his  Jour- 
nals are  artlefs  and  interefiing ;  his  compofitions 
and  compilations  to  promote  knowledge  and  piety 
were  almofl  innumerable. 

I  do  not  fay  he  was  without  faults,  or  above 
miftakes  ;  but  they  were  loft  in  the  multitude  of 
his  excellencies  and  virtues. 

To  gain  the  admiration  of  an  ignorant  and  fu- 
perlVifious  age  requires  only  a  little  artifice  and 
addrefs  ;  to  ftand  the  teft  of  thefe  times,  when  all 
pretenficns  -to  fandlity  are  ftigmatifed  as  hypo- 
crify,  is  a  proof  of  genuine  piety  and  real  ufe- 
fulnefs.  His  great  obje6f  was  to  revive  the  ob- 
folete  dodrines  and  extinguilhed  fpirit  of  the 
Church  of  England  j  and  they  who  are  its  friends, 

canpot. 
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cannot  be  his  enemies.  Yet  for  tliis  he  was  treated 
as  a  fanatic  and  importer,  and  cxpofed  to  every 
fpecies  of  flandcr  and  perfecurion.  Even  bifhops 
and  dignitaries  entered  the  lids  agnind  him  ;  but 
he  never  declined  the  combar,  and  generally 
proved  victorious.  He  appealed  to  the  Homilies, 
the  Articles,  and  the  Scriptures,  as  vouchers  for 
his  do(5^rine  ;  and  they  who  could  not  decide  upoa 
the  merits  of  the  controvcrfy,  were  witnciVcs  of 
the  efFetfts  of  his  labours  ;  and  they  judged  of  the 
tree  by  its  fruit.  It  is  true,  he  did  not  fucceed 
much  in  the  higher  walks  of  life;  but  t4^at  im- 
peached his  caufe  no  more  than  it  did  that  of  the 
firll  planters  of  the  Gofpcl.  However,  if  he  had 
been  capable  of  alTuming  vanity  upon  that  fcorc, 
he  might  have  ranked  among  his  frieitds  fomc 
perfons  of  the  firft  diftindlion,  who  would  have 
done  honour  to  any  party. 

After  furviving  almoft  all  his  advcrfaries,  and 
acquiring  refpe6\  among  thofc  who  were  the  moft 
difiant  from  him  in  princlph  s,  he  lived  to  fee  the 
plant  he  had  reared  fpreading  its  branches  far  and 
wide,  and  inviting  not  only  thefe  Kingdoms,  but 
the  Weftern  World  to  repofe  under  its  (hade. 
Who  can  doubt  of  the  continuance  of  a  caufe  fa 
deeply  eftablifhcd  ;  though  at  the  fame  time,  all 
jnurt  be  fenfible  of  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  im- 
poiTibility  of  finding  a  fuitable  fuccelTor  ?  No 
fed^,  lince  the  firfl  ages  of  Chriflianity  could  boall 
a  founder  of  fuch  extenfive  talents  and  endow- 
ments. If  be  liad  been  a  candidate  for  literary 
fame,  he  might  have  fucceeded  to  his  utmoft 
wiflies  ;  but  he  fought  not  the  praife  of  men,  he 
regarded  learning  only  as  the  inftrumcnt  of  ufefuU 
nefs.  The  great  purpofe  of  his  life  vvas  doing 
good.  For  this  he  relinquifhed  all  honour  and 
preferment  ;  to  this  he  dedicated  all  his  powers 
of  body  and  mind  :  at  all  times  and  in  all  places, 
K  4  in 
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in  feafon,  and  out  of  feafon,  by  gentlenefs,  ly 
terror,  by  argument,  by  perfuafion,  by  reafon, 
by  intereft,  by  every  motive,  and  every  induce- 
ment, he  ftrove  with  unwearied  afTiduiry  to  turn 
JTicn  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  awaken 
them  to  Virtue  and  Religion.  To  the  bed  of  (ick- 
ncfs  or  the  couch  of  profperity,  to  the  prifon  or 
the  hofplcal,  the  houfe  of  mourning  or  the  houfe 
of  feafting,  wherever  there  was  a  friend  to  ferve, 
or  a  foul  to  fave,  he  readily  repaired,  to  admin- 
ider  afliftance  or  advice,  reproof  or  confolation. 
He  thought  no  office  too  humiliating,  no  conde- 
fcenlion  too  low,  no  undertaking  too  arduous,  to 
reclaim  the  meaneft  of  God's  offspring.  The 
fouls  of  all  men  were  precious  in  his  fight,  and 
the  value  of  an  immortal  creature  beyond  all  efti- 
ination.  He  penetrated  the  abodes  of  wretched* 
nefs  and  ignorance,  to  refcue  the  profligate  from 
perdition .  and  he  communicated  light  to  thofe 
who  fat  in  'darknefs,  and  the  fhadow  of  death. 
He  changed  the  outcafts  of  fociety  into  ufeful 
members,  civilized  even  favages,  and  filled  thofe 
lips  with  prayer  and  praife,  that  had  been  accuf- 
tomed   only  to  oaths  and  imprecations. 

But  as  the  ftrongeft  religious  imprelTions  are  apt 
to  become  languid  without  difcipline  and  pra6lice, 
he  divided  his  people  into  claiTcs  and  bands  accord- 
ing to  their  attainments.  He  appointed  frequent 
meetings  for  prayer  and  converfation,  where  they 
gave  an  account  of  their  experience,  their  hopes 
and  fears,  their  joys  and  troubles  ;  by  which  means 
they  were  united  to  each  other,  and  their  common 
profellion;  they  became  centinels  upon  each  other's 
concJu6l,  and  fecurities  for  each  other's  character. 
Thus  the  feeds  he  fowed  fprang  up  and  flouriflied, 
bearing  the  rich  fruits  of  every  grace  and  virtue  ; 
thus  he  governed  and  preferved  his  numerous 
fooifties,  watching  their  improvement  with  a  pa- 
ternal 
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tcrnal   care,   and  encouraging  them  to  be   faithful 
to   the  end. 

But  I  will  not  attempt  to  draw  his  full  charac- 
ter, nor  to  eftimate  the  extent  of  his  labours  and 
fervices  :  they  will  be  beft  known,  when  he  fhall 
deliver  up  his  commilTion  into  the  hands  of  his- 
Great  Maimer, — **  Lord  here  am  I,  and  the  chil- 
*<  dren  which  thou  haft  given  me." 

N.  B.  This  moft  extraordinary  man,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  fixty  years,  has  been  the  bleffed 
inftrument  in  the  hands  of  God  to  revive  his 
work  of  True,  Primitive  Religion,  not  only  in 
Fngland,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  but  in  that  large 
Qiiarter  of  the  Globe,  America.  In  all  of  thel'e 
places,  he  travelled  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  zeal, 
in  perfon,  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  and  with  his 
life  in  his  hand  ;  like  his  Great  Mafler,  deliver- 
ing the  meftage  of  the  Lord  to  the  poor,  but  pre- 
cious and  never-dying  fouls  of  men. 

But  glory  be  to  Jehovah,  his  labours  did  not; 
ftop    here,  as   tens  of  thoufands  of  poor   negroes, 
(and  indeed  their  makers  too,)  in  the  Wcf^  Indies,, 
both  Englifti,  Dutch,  and  Danifh  lOes  can  teftify. 
In    fine    we   fliall    fay   of  him   feparafely,  as  was 
faid  of  the  holy  Apoftles,  jointly  ;   viz.  That  God's- 
Word,  is  by  him  carried  through   all    the   Earth  ;. 
yea,  even   to  the  World's  End. — O,  that  my  life- 
were  like  his ! 
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SERMON    X. 

On  the  true  Glory  of  an  Houfe  of  GOD, 

FREACHED     AT 

The  Opening  of  the  New-Chapel,  in  Lowgate,  Hull, 
On  Sunday,  Dec.  the  23d,   1787. 

HAGGAI    II.  9. 

*f  The  Glorv  of  this  latter  Houfe  (hall  be^reatep 
than  of  the  former,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofls  : 
And  in  this  place  will  I  give  Peace,  faith  the 
Lord  of  Hofts." 

I,  IVToTwiTHsTANDiNG  that  the  Babylonlfh' 
X^  captivity  had  been  a  means  of  hum- 
bling that  fmall  remnant  of  Jews  that  furvivcd  ir,. 
and  of  curing  the  whole  nation  of  idolatry,  into 
which  (it  feems)  they  never  afterwards  fell  ;  yet 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  generality  of 
them  ftill  remained  carnal  in  their  views  and  af- 
fections. Hence,  like  the  reft  of  mankind,  while 
in  a  carnal  rtatei  ^hcy  were  mofl  taken  with  ex- 
ternal things.  When,  therefore,  they  faw  the 
houfe,  nearly  finifhed,  which  was  built  after  their 
return  from  Babylon,  and  compared  it  with  Solo- 
mon's Temple,  the  fplendour  of  which  many  of 
them  could  remember,  it  appeared  in  their  eyes 
as  nothing  in  comparifon  of  that  former  moll 
fumpcuous  fabric.  Hence  they  were  ready  to  be 
difcouraged,  as  if  the  chief  glory  of  a  place  of 
worlhip  confii^ed  in  the  great  wealth  lavifhed  in> 
the  external  decorations  of  it.  To  prevent  this,, 
therefore,  and  encourage  them  to  go  on  with  their 
undertaking,  as  well  as  to  reprove  them  for  their 
ir.avStivity  and  (loth,  the  Lord  raifed  up  and  fent  tQ* 
K.  6  ihc'mi 
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fhem  his  fervants  Haggai  and  Zachariah,  who 
both  prophefied  in  the  fccond  year  of  Darius  the 
King  of  Perfia,  under  Vvhofe  dominion  the  Jews 
then  were. 

2:  **  In  the  fevcnth  month  of  that  year  came 
the  word  of  the  Lord  by  the  prophet  Haggai,  fay- 
ing, Who  is  left  among  you  that  faw  this  houfe  in 
its  firft  glory  ?  And  how  do  you  fee  it  now?  Is 
it  not  in  your  eyes,  in  comparifon  of  it,  as  nothing? 
Yet  now  be  ftrong,  O  Zerubbabel,  and  Jolhua  the 
High  Prieft,  and  be  ftrong  all  the  people  of  the 
land,  faith  the  Lord,  and  work,  for  I  am  with 
you,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts.  According  to  the 
word  which  I  covenanted  with  you  when  ye  came 
out  of  Egypt,  fo  my  Spirit  remaineth  among  you  ; 
fear  ye  not.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts, 
yet  onee,  it  is  a  little  while,  and  I  will  (hake  the 
heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  the  dry 
land  ;  and  I  will  (hake  all  nations,  and  the  Defirc 
of  all  nations  fhall  come,  and  I  will  fill  this  houfe 
with  glory,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofls.  The  filver 
is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine,  faith  the  Lord  of 
Hods.  The  glory  of  this  latter  houfe  fhall  be 
greater  than  of  the  former:  and  in  this  place  will 
I  give  peace,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofls." 

3.  Hence  it  appears,  that  though  Solomon's 
temple,  which  was  a  great  part  of  it  overlaid  with 
gold  and  filver,  and  was  in  other  refpeds,  perhaps, 
the  mofi:  magnificent  firudlure  ever  ere^Sled  upon 
the  earth,  far  exceeded  this  latter  houfe  in  out- 
ward ornaments,  yet  that  this  fhould  excel  it  in 
real  glory.  The  reafon  was,  the  Defere  of  all 
nationsy  the  Saviour  of  finners,  the  Chrift  of  God, 
the  living  and  true  Temple  of  Jehovah,  of  which 
thefe  outward  temples  were  but  types  and  ftia- 
dows,  was  *o  appear  in  it. — Here  the  true  Light 
was  to  (hine,  and  difperfe  the  darknefs  that  had 
covered  former  nations  and  ages.     Here  the  power 

of 
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of  Goc^  was  to  be  exerted  in  figns  and  wonders 
and  divers  miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,. 
which  were  to  be  the  feals  o(  a  new  and  better 
covenant.  Here  the  anticnt  prophecies  were  to 
find  their  accompiiriimcnt,  and  the  types  and  (ha- 
dows,  whereby  God  had  taught  his  church  in  its 
minority,  were  to  be  anfwered  by  the  great  Anti- 
type, and  to  give  way  to  the  truth  and  grace  where- 
with he  would  enlighten  and  perfect  its  mature 
age.  Here  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  were  to 
be  publifhed  to  a  lofi:  world,  and  the  Spirit  of 
God,  in  a  rich  variety  of  gifts  and  graces,  was  to  be 
poured  out  on  all  that  fliould  believe  and  embrace 
thofe  tidings.  In  this  place  the  Lord  of  Hojls  was 
to  give  peace i  and  here  he  was  to  open  a  pure  and 
fpi ritual  religion,  whereby  every  foul,  pollefTed  of 
that  peace,  might  not  only  worfhip  him  in  fpirit' 
and  in  truth,  but  might  even  become  himfelf  a 
temple  of  the  Dfeity,  and  an  habitation  of  God  thro' 
the  Spirit, 

4.  The  glory  of  this  latter  houf?,  therefoFC, 
was  to  exceed  the  glory  of  the  former.  And  thus 
we  are  furnifhed  with  a  rule  whereby  we  may 
meafure  the  true  glory  of  places  of  worfhip  in  all 
ages,  and  under  every  difpenfaiion  of  divine  grace, 
but  efpecially  under  the  gofpel.  It  coniirts,  not 
in  any  thing  external,  but  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  and  in  the  communication  of  gifts  and^ 
graces,  there  made  by  him,  to  the  uprfght,  devout 
and  fpiritual  worfhipper.  *'  The  filvcr  is  mine, 
and  the  gold  is  mine,  faith  the  Lord  of  HoiV: 
Son,  give  me  thy  heart.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  The 
heaven  is  my  throne,  and  the  earth  my  fdotftool  : 
where  is  the  houfe  yc  build  mc  ?  and  where  is  the 
place  of  my  reft  ?  For  all  (^^hofe  things  hath  mine 
hand  made,  and  all  thofe  hin^js  have  been,  faith 
the  Lord  :  But  to  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to 

him 
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him  that  is  poor,  and  of  a  contiite  fpirit,  and  trem-- 
blcth  at  my  word." 

But  as  this  is  a  point  of  great  import! nee  and 
•particularly  fuitable  for  our  meditation  at  this  time, 
when  we  tirft  appear  in  this  new  Houfe,  fo  fuperior, 
in  oiJtward  things,  to  that  in  which  we  formerly  af- 
fembled;  we  will  dwell  a  little  longer  upon  ir,  and- 
enquire, — 

I.  What  is  the  true  Glory  of  an  Houfe  of  God, 
or  place  of  public  worQiip  ;  and  when  it  may  be 
faid,  that  one  place  exceeds  another  in  glory  ? 

II.  We  will  Gonfider  the  gracious  promife  here 
made,  which,  when  fulfilled  in  fuch  places,  reniiers 
them  glorious  indeed  ! 

'*  In  this  place  will  I  give  peace,  faith  the  Lord 
of  Hofts." 

I.  The  firfl  thing  that  I  fhall  take  notice  of  as^ 
conflitutirg  the  true  glory  of  an  houfe  of  God,  is 
that  the  pure  Word  of  God  be  fully y  clearly ,  and 
powerfully  pj-eached  in  it. — Places  of  worfhip  are 
ereded  in  order  that  thofe  who  wor(hip  in  them, 
being  fcreened  from  what  might  annoy  in  the  dif- 
ferent feafons,  commodioufly  feated,  and  (hut  in 
with  the  Lord,  may  wait  upon  him,  in  hearing  his 
word  and  in  prayer,  without  dillradlion  of  mind 
and  interruption  from  outward  things.  But  they 
will  hear  his  word  to  little  purpofe  unlefs  what 
they  hear  be  the  pire^  unadulterated  word  of  God. 
This  of  all  things  is  moft  important,  that  what  is 
delivered  from  the  pulpit,  be  the  "ucry  Truth  of 
Gcd^  unmixed  with  the  corrupt  fancies  of  men. 
Without  this,  the  hearers  are  not  inftruvSled  but 
deluded  ;  not  direfled  in  the  right  way  of  falva- 
tion,  but  mifled  into  bye  paths  of  error,  and  if  not 
irrecoverably  loft,  yet  greatly  hindered  in  their 
Chriilian  courfe,   and  prevented  from  making  the 

proorefs, 
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projrcfs  they  otherwife  might  make  in  knowledge 
and  holinefs. 

2.  It  is  true,  confidering  the  weaknefs  of  the 
human  underftanding  in  the  heft,  and  the  prejudices 
which  preachers  as  well  as  others  are  expofcd  to 
from  various  quarters  ;  and  confidering  too,  that 
God  has  denied  to  thefe  later  ages  that  plenary  fu- 
perintendency  of  infpiration,  which  rendered  the 
apollles  and  firft  teachers  of  Chrillianity  infalli- 
ble ;  it  is  not  to  be  expc(fled  that  anv  mini  Hers  of 
Chrift  nciv  fhould  be  right  in  all  points^  even  fuch 
as  are  fmall  and  trivial.  But  i'urely  every  one 
taught  of  God,  may  and  will  be  right  as  to  the 
gratid,  leading  and  fundamental  truths  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  thofe  that  are  fo  clearly,  fully  and  cort- 
ftantly  revealed  and  inculcated  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures,  and  are  neceffary  to  be  known  in  order  to 
falvation.  With  refpedl  to  thefe  at  leafl,  they  may 
fay  with  the  apoftles,  *<  We  are  not  as  many  who 
corrupt"  (or  as  the  Greek  fignifies,  who  adulte- 
rate) **  the  word  of  God,"  as  fome  vintners  do 
their  wines,  intermixing  them  with  bafer  liquors  ; 
<*  but  as  of  fincerity,  but  as  of  God,  in  the  fight 
of  God,  fpeak  we  in  Chrift,"  truths  which  he 
approves  and  bleffcs.  And  then  with  refpedl  to 
fome  lefTer  matters,  if  they  fhould  be  mil^aken, 
their  miflake  will  do  no  material  hurt,  efpecially 
as  they  will  for  the  mod  part  keep  it  to  them- 
felves,  fcldom  mentioning  in  public,  and  never 
dwelling  long  upon  any  thing  that  is  uneffential.... 

3.  And  1  would  juft  obferve,  here,  by  the  way, 
that  the  beR  method  a  preacher  can  purfue  to  in- 
fure  this  point,  that  he  preaches  only  truth  and  not 
error  to  his  hearers,  is,  to  confine  himfelf  as  much 
as  poflTible  to  matters  effcntial,  for  with  refpedt  to 
thcfcy  a  man  of  God  will  hardly  err.  Whereas, 
when  inftead  of  this,  a  minifter  takes  upon  him 

to 
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to  intermeddle  with  all  controverfies  and  difcufs- 
all  queftions,  he  is  hardly  ever  right  throughout 
a  difcourfc,  but  is  in  one  mif^ake  or  another  \w 
every  fermoi,  and  in  fome  fermons  perhaps  in 
many.  And  this,  at  ben",  is  a  great  vvalle  of  time 
and  profii ration  of  the  facred  office  of  preaching, 
the  gofpel. 

But  to  return^ 

4.  I  mentioned,  2dly,  that  this  pure  word  of  God 
mnft  be  preached  fully  ;  that  as  we  deliver  72othhjg 
but  the  truth,  fo  that  we  declare  the  whole  iruihy. 
at  leaft  as  far  as  it  is  neceffary  to  be  declared  in: 
order  to  the  edification  and  falvation  of  our  hear- 
ers. This  rule,  tho'  of  equal  importance  with 
that  laft  mentioned,  is  yet  much  more  frequently 
tranfgrelfed.  Many,  who  do  not  corrupty  yet  f/iuti- 
late  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and  reprcfent  to 
mankind  a  larne  and  imperfedt  fyrtem  of  doiSirine. 
They  keep  back  fomething  that  would  be  profitable,, 
and  **  rtiun  to  declare  the  v^hole  counfel  of  God." 

5.  Thus  fome,  who  very  properly  explain  the 
nature  and  enforce  the  neccjjity  of  repentance  toivards 
God  J  are  nevertheltfs  very  deficient  on  the  fubje<3 
o^  faith  in  our  Lord  Jefus  thrift ;  others,  who  fpeak 
with  great  clearnefs  ou  faith  2iX\6jufiification  by  faith, 
are  wanting  as  to  holinefs,  either  not  preaching  it 
at  ally  or  not  in  that  extent  in  which  it  is  explained 
and  enforced  in  the  oracles  of  God,  or  not  with 
an  earneflnefs  that  bears  any  proportion  to  its  deep' 
importance.  Others,  again,  who  fail  not  to  teftify 
that  zsjithout  holinefs  no  man  Jhall  fee  the  Lordy  and' 
who  defcribe  its  nature  and  point  out  its  excellency 
admirably  well  as  far  as  it  is  internal^  are  yet  (hort 
on  the  head  of  outward  ^i;*?^  zvorksy  either  not  in— 
culcating  them  at  all,  left  they  fhould  be  deemed 
hgal preachersy  fas  the  phrafe  is)  or  not  with  a  fre* 
quency  and  fervency  that  is  any  way  proportionable 
to  the  amazing  ftrefs  laid  on. them  by  our  Lord  and^ 

his- 
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his  ApoHlcs  ;  or  perhaps  they  do  not  defcend  fuf- 
ficienrly  to  particulars,  bur  content  thcmfelves  with 
recommending  them  in  tlic  genera]  \  or,  it  may  be, 
they  conBne  tlieir  difcourfes  to  certain  kinr^is  oF  good 
works,  to  which  their  hearers  have  not  much  ob- 
jection, and  omit  to  inculcate  others,  though  equal- 
ly important  and  abfolutely  neceffary  to  be  per- 
formed. I  might  enlarge  and  produce  many  more 
inftances  of  this  partial  way  of  preaching.  I  migiit 
particularly  name  watchfiilnefsy  jclf-de  iai,  taking 
up  the  daily  crofs,  redeeming  time,  employing  our 
money  and  other  talents  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  for  the  good  of  mankind,  as  fubjedts  often 
urged  in  ihc  holy  fciipture^,  but  feldom,  very  fel- 
dom  fo  much  as  mentioned  in  fome  pulpits.  But 
as  this  would  carry  me  away  from  my  defign  i 
forbear, 

And  obferve  ^dly,  That  as  it  is  a  real  glory  to 
a  place  of  worlhip  that  the  gofpel  be  preached  in 
\{  purely y  without  any  falfe  mixture,  and/i///y,  with- 
out any  imporrant  defedl ;  fo  alfo  that  it  be  preach- 
ed clearly ;  I  mean  that  the  method  and  language  be 
inrelligible  and  plain.  This  is  a  very  defirable 
thing  indeed,  inafmuch  as  without  it  a  preacher 
will  not  be  well  underwood,  and  of  confequence 
will  be  of  little  ufe.  And  tho',  as  to  this  point, 
there  is  and  will  be  a  great  difference,  all  that 
preach  the  gofpel  not  having,  in  an  equal  degree^ 
the  gilt  of  thinking  clearly  upon  fubje6ts,  or  of  ar- 
ranging their  thoughts  in  proper  oider,  or  of  ex- 
prcffing  them  in  eafy  and  intelligible  language; 
yet  none  will  be  very  dchcient  in  perfpicuity,  who 
accurtom  themfelves  to  fcriptural  ideas,  and  to  ex- 
prcfs  thofe  ideas  in  fcriptural  words.  But  where 
this  is  negledled  and  other  authors  (the  myflic,  fup- 
pofe,  or  any  others  that  depart  from  the  Bible;  are 
more  Oudied  and  imitated  than  the  Prophets  and 
Afortlcs,  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  fpeaker,   perhaps 
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afre6ling  myfiery  and  ohjcur'ity^  become  unintelligi- 
ble, even  upon  the  plaineft  fubjeds.  Happv  thofe 
pre:ichers  who  take  the  apot^le  Peter's  advice  on 
this  head,  and  not  defiring  to  be  wife  above  what 
is  written,  endeavour,  v\henever  they  fpcak  in 
pbulic,  to  rpcak  as  the  oracles  of  God  !  and  happy 
thofe  hearers  that  fit  under  fuch  a  preacher. 

7.  Once  more  upon  this  point  :  antDther  thing 
included  in  this  glory  of  the  divine  word,  which  I 
mentioned,  is  that  it  be  fpoken  with  povjer^  I  mean, 
that  it  reach  the  hearts  oi  the  hearers  and  be  efl^c- 
tual  to  their  converfion,  edification  and  comfort. 
Now  in  order  to  this,  two  things  are  efTentially  ne- 
ccflary,  ift.  That  the  preacher  experience  and  prac- 
tice himfelf  what  he  inculcates  upon  others  :  And, 
2dly,  that  he  have  the  prefence  of  his  Mafter  with 
him,  and  the  heavenly  undion  of  his  Spirit  accom- 
panying his  word.  Without  xhcfor-mer,  a  preacher 
will  not  feel  hhnf elf  whdit  he  delivers,  and  of  confe- 
quence  will  not  make  others  feel  ',  and  without  the 
lattery  whatever  effect  is  produced  will  be  very 
tranfient.  But  where  both  thefe  are  united,  the 
jfacred  truths  of  the  Gofpel,  like  live-coals  from 
the  altar,  proceeding  from  a  mind  burning  with 
divine  love,  by  the  blefTed  agency  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  will  fall  flaming  upon  the  fouls  of  the 
hearers,  and  that  in  fuch  abundance,  as  not  only 
to  melt  an  heart  of  wax,  but  even  an  heart  df 
ice,  or  rend  in  funder  an  heart  of  marble,  fo  that 
the  vvaters  of  genuine  repentance  will  flow  forth, 
and  a  way  be  made  for  the  entrance  of  the 
Lord  of  Glory,  into  the  foul  of  the  humble  wor- 
shipper. 

8.  This  leads  me  to  mention  a ycv<jW  particular, 
conftituting  the  true  glory  of  an  houfe  of  God, 
viz.  that  g9od,  fpiritual-good  be  done  in  it.  Now, 
f  ft,  good  is  done   when  the  dark  minds  of  men 
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arc  enlightened  and  they  are  made  acquainted  with 
things  fpiritual  and  divine^  when  they  are  brought 
to  know  themfelves  to  be  thofe  fallen  creatures 
that  the  fcriptures  defcribe,  ignorcnt,  Jhifuly  guilty, 
depraved y  weak  and  wretched ;  when  they  are  in- 
ftru6\ed  in  tlic  way  of  falvation  thro'  faith  in  a 
Mediator  between  God  and  man  ;  in  the  will  of 
God  and  their  duty  ;  when  God  himfclf,  in  his 
nature  and  attributes,  in  his  -word  and  works  is 
made  known  to  them,  that  they  may  no  longer 
blindly  worfliip  and  ferve  an  unknown  God,  but 
being  acquainted  with  him,  may  pay  him  the 
homage  and  obedience  he  requires  and  will  accept. 
Good  is  done  yet  more,  2dly,  when  men  are  not 
only  enlightened  to  fee ^  but  awakened  to /rr/  (as 
it  vAcre)  divine  truths,  fo  that  thev  come  to  them 
(as  St.  Paul  has  it)  **  not  in  wo»d  only,  but  alfo 
in  power,  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  in  much  affu- 
rance  ^"  when  they  are  not  or\\v  convinced  of  fin , 
but  alfo  of  rightcoifncfsy  and  *'  being  jurtified  by 
faith  find  peace  with  God,  "  and  are  '*  in  Chrift 
new  creatures."  Good  is  done  moft  of  all,  3dly, 
when  thofe  that  arc  born  of  God's  Spirit  are  trained 
up  for  his  kingdom,  and  inftead  of  being  futfered 
to  halt  in  or  go  back  from  his  ways,  are  led  for- 
ward in  all  holinefs  and  ufefulncfs,  both  inward 
and  outward,  fo  as  to  be  made  "  meet  to  be  par- 
takers of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light,'* 
and  receive  a /«//  reward  in  the  kingdom  of  their 
Father. 

9.  Hence  will  arife  a  third  glory  :  fuch  a  place 
will  be  crowded  with  attentive^  intelligent  hearers, 
humble y  devout  worfhippers,  exemplary,  ufiful  Chrif- 
tians  ;  with  hearers  that  attend  to  and  underhand 
what  is  fpoken,  that  can  diftinguifli  truth  from 
error,  and  can  difcern  between  wholefome  food 
and  poifon  ;  with  worfhippers  that  <*  wordiip  the 
Father  in  fpirit  and  in  tiuth,"  that  <'  pray  in  the 
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Holv  Ghoft,'*  praife  God  from  a  fenfe  of  hh 
j>oodrefs,  and  being  <*  joined  to  the  Lord  in  one 
Spirit,  have  fellowfhip,  with  the  Father  and  with 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift^"  with  Chriftians,  who  have 
the  Spirit  as  well  as  the  letfer  of  Chriftianity,  the 
power  as  well  as  the  form  of  godlinefs,  who  have 
in  them  the  **  mind  that  was  in  Chrift,  and  walk 
as  he  alfo  walked,"  who  adorn  their  profefllon  by 
an  unblamable  condii6^,  and  blefs  their  town  and 
neighbourhood  by  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  good 
works,  done  to  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  men.  1  his, 
my  brethren,  is  a  glory  indeed,  and  fuch  as  would 
fhed  a  luftre  upon  a  building  very  inferior  to  this 
in  external  workmanfhip.  God  prant  that  this 
glory  may  belong  to  this  place  !  I  doubt  not  but 
the  hearts  of  hundreds  of  yoir  fay  Amen  !  And 
I  truft  your  prayers  will  be  heard:  but,  to  pre- 
vent your  being  difcouraged,  you  muft  renBcmber, 
this  is  a  work  of  time,  and  that  the  gofpel  does 
not  find  people  pious,  but  is  intended  to  make  them* 
fuch. 

10.  At  firfl,  and  for  fome  time,  many  that  at- 
tend here  will  be  the  reverfe  of  the  characters  I 
have  noticed,  both  ignorant  and  wicked,  both 
carelefs  and  ufelefs.  Nay,  and  there  is  reafon  to 
fear,  notwithftanding  all  that  can  be  done  for 
them,  that  many  will  remain  fuch.  But,  I  truft, 
not  all.  Some,  at  leaft,  and  (I  would  fain  hope) 
not  a  few,  will  meet  with  a  fpiritual  cure  in  this 
Bethcfda,  this  Houfe  of  mercy,  this  Hofpital  of 
fouls,  which  God  hath  inclined  and  enabled  you 
to  ere<St  out  of  compaGlon  for  your  fick  and  dying 
fellow  creatures.  And  be  fure  you  never  defpair 
of  any,  be  they  ever  fo  far  gone  in  the  wafting 
and  painful  diforders  of  fin,  but  bring  them  hither 
with  you,  and  in  earneft  prayer  and  fuppHcation, 
reconr*mend  them  to  the- attention  and  care  of  that 

great 
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great  and  good  Phylician  of  fouls,  who  (I  trull) 
will  not  fail  to  attend  here  from  time  to  time,  and 
vifit  every  ward  in  this  fpiritual  Infirmary.  May 
he  find  fbee  out,  in  thy  difablcd  and  languifhing 
ftate,  thou  poor,  difconfolate  mourner  ! 

II.  This  brings    me   to  the  fourth  real  glory  of 
an   HquJc  cf  Gody  and   the   lall   1  fhall  now  men- 
tion,   viz.   T}?e  prefence   of  the  Majhr  in   his   cwn 
houje,    of    the  Father  of   the  family   in   his  own 
family.     And   this   is   gracioufly   promifed    in   his 
word  of  truth,  all  the  promifes  of  which  are  Tea 
and  Amen.      **  Where  two  or   three  are   met   to- 
gether  in  my  name,  fays  Jefus,  there  am  I  in  the 
midil  of  them."     *<  In   every  place   where   I  re- 
cord my  name,  fays  God  the  Father,   1  will  come 
unto  thee  and   I  will  blefs  thee."     This,  my  bre- 
thren, is  the  chief  glory  of  a  place  of  worfhip,  that 
the  God  of  Glory  be  in  it  to  blefs  his  worlhippers. 
But   this  is   a   glory  that  depends,    not    upon    the 
place,  but   upon    thofe   that    worfhip   in   it.      It  is 
not  -Ikill  in  architedlure,  manifefled  in  the  beauty 
or    commodioufncfs    of     the    Church ,    Chapel ,    or 
Preaching-houfey   that  can    invite   or  infure  the  di- 
vine prefence,    tut   it   is    the  ferioufnefsy  humility y 
faith   and  devotion  of  thofe   that  ai^cmble   therein, 
th;it  will  be  crowned  uith  that  blcfTing.      For  tho* 
Gdd  grants  his   prefence  and  all   his  blcffmgs  of 
mere  grace   and    mercy,  yet  levity  and  fride^  un^ 
belief  and  formality    (not  to  mention  known  and 
wilful   finj  in   his   profcffing   people,   will    always 
be  a   bar  and   hindrance  to  the  communication  of 
them.     And  the  Lord  by  withdrawing  himfelf  and 
keeping  at  a   diflance  from  fuch  worfliippcrs,   will 
flievv   that   he    is   difpleafed    with  and  refents  their 
conduct.     Let  us  therefore  cxped:  and  wait  for  his 
prefence   in  his  own  way,  and  we  Ihall  not  be  dif- 
appuinted. 

i2.  And 
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12.  And  now  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  fay  when 
one  place  exceeds  another  in  glory.  Thar  place 
where  the  word  of  God  is  preached  moft  purely^ 
"with  feweft  human  mixtures  ;  moft  fullyy  no- 
thing being  kept  back  that  would  be  profita- 
ble; moft  clearly^  the  language  being  plain  and 
the  method  natural  and  diliin6l  ;  moli  powerfuUyy 
the  Spirit  of  God  accompanying  what  is  fpoken 
and  rendering  it  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation 
to  thofe  that  attend :  That  place  where  the 
moft  good  is  done,  where  the  greateft  number  of 
finners  are  converted  to  God,  and  thofe  that  are 
converted  are  built  up  in  holinefs  :  That  place 
where  the  greateft  number  of  real  chriftians  and 
fpiritual  worOiippers  afTemble,  to  hear  the  word 
of  God,  and  join  together  in  prayer  and  praife  ; 
and  where  the  Lord  moft  manifefts  his  prefence, 
difplays  his  glory,  and  pours  out  his  Spirit- — -That 
place  (I  fay)  undoubtedly  exceeds  other  places  in 
glory,  even  tho'  it  fhould  have  nothing  external, 
as  to  beauty  or  ornament,  or  even  commodioufnefs 
belonging  to  it. 

i^.  My  dear  brethren,  it  will  fill  your  hearts 
with  gratitude  to  look  back  and  fee  that  your  laft 
houfe  was  x\6t  without  its  glory  in  all  thefe  re- 
fpe<Sls.  There  the  pure  word  of  God  was  (I  hope) 
fully  and  clearly  preached,  and  that  with  a  meafure 
of  ^//i'/«^/>5Zi/'/?r  accomp.Tnying  and  rendering  it  ef- 
ledtual  to  the  converfion,  edilicarion  and  comfort 
of  many  fouls.  Theie  many  that  were  ignorant 
received  inftru6tion,  many  that  were  guilty  receiv- 
ed forgivenefs,  and  many  that  had  long  lived  in  all 
manner  of  vice  and  profanenefs  were  <*  created 
in  Chriit  Jefiis  unto  good  works,"  and  have  lince 
that  time  **  adorned  the  dodtiine  of  God  their 
Saviour  in  all  things.  "  Some  of  thefe  (who 
would  have  rejoiced  to  have  feen  what  we  fee  this* 
day]    have  already   iinifhed  their  courfe  and   are 

now 
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now  with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob  in  the  king- 
dom of  God  ;  and  oihers  are  here  prefcnt  at  this 
time  and  can  bear  witncfs  to  the  truth  of  what  I 
fay. 

14.  But  tho',  in  thefc  rcfpcdls,  the  former  houfe 
was  gh)rious,  excufe  me,  if  I  this  day  exprefs  an 
hope  that  this  latter  houfe  will  exceed  in  glory. 
If  1  did  not  fear  it  might  have  the  appearance  of 
boaiVing,  and  if  I  did  not  think  it  better  to  let  the 
event  ("peak  for  itfelf  in  this  cafe,  I  would  pro- 
ceed to  give  you  fome  reafons  of  this  hope.  I 
would  fay,  that  the  Preachers,  as  a  body,  for  whofe 
ufe  this  place  is  intended,  are  much  advanced  in 
knowledge  and  experience,  and  that  from  hence 
one  may  reafonably  expect  the  gofpel  uill  be 
preached  by  them  more  purely^  fully  and  clearly 
than  it  was  years  ago.  I  trull  alfo  that  many  of 
them  are  grown  in  grace  and  in  a  conformity  to 
their  living  Head,  whence  one  may  hope  their 
word  will  be  attended  with  more  power,  and  will 
be  made  a  greater  blcfTing.  1  might  obfcrve  that 
this  houfe,  being  much  larger  than  the  other,  af- 
fords a  larger  field  to  labour  in,  and  makes  room 
for  a  greater  number  of  fick  and  difordered  fouls 
than  could  get  admittance  into  the  other  compara- 
tively fm-all  place,  that  they  may  receive  a  cure 
and  recover  fpiritual  health.  The  confequcnce  of 
this  will  be,  more  true  worfhippers  will  alicmble 
here  than  attended  at  the  former  houfe,' and  in 
anfwer  to  their  prayers  (I  trull)  a  more  glorious 
difplay  of  the  divine  prefence,   will  be  witnclfod. 

15.  But  while  1  go  on  hinting  to  you,  in  this 
vv:iy,  the  grounds  of  my  hope  that  the  glory  of 
this  latter  houfe  will  exceed  the  glory  of  the  for- 
mer, 1  find  myfelf  fecrctly  checked  by  a  fear,  leit 
as  your  congregation  encreafes  and  you  grow  more 
into  repute  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  the 

fpirit 
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fpirit  of  the  world  ihould  cncreafe  among  you  and 
mar  your  riling  glory.  And  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  fay,  that  it  is  not  impoflible  but  our  crafty  ad- 
verfary  (of  whofe  devices  you  are  not  ignorant) 
may  hope  to  bring  evil  out  of  this  goody  and  make 
what  ought  to  be  the  occafion  of  our  rife  the  means 
of  our  fall.  For  while  the  greater  comviodioufncfsy 
not  to  fay  neatnefs  and  beauty  of  this  lovely  place, 
invites  more  of  the  rich  and  gay  to  aflbciate  with 
you  in  your  worfliip,  there  is  a  danger  left  this 
fhould  be  an  introdu61ion  to  that  acquaintance  with 
them,  which  indeed  may  (and  will,  if  you  -are 
faithful)  do  them  an  eternal  good,  and  make  them 
blefs  the  day  that  ever  they  came  within  thefe 
doors;  but  if  not,  may  gradually  do  you  hurt, 
caufe  your  *'  fine  gold  to  become  dim,"  and  **  in- 
termix your  wine  with  water."  Leaving  there- 
fore the  event  to  determ.ine  fully  which  houfe  w^ill 
exceed  in  glory,  I  haften, 

II.  To  call  your  attention  to  the  gracious 
promife  here  made  with  regard  to  the  Temple  at 
Jerufalem,  where  the  Saviour  \Aas  to  appear,  and 
every  place  where  his  gofpel  is  properly  preached 
and  he  is  prefent  by  his  Spirit,  *'  In  this  place  will 
I  give  peace,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofis." 

I.  To  underfland  this  divine  promife,  we  muft 
rccolle<ft  that  man  is  by  nature  at  enmity  with  God. 
According  to  the  dodtrine  uf  fcripture,  a  doclrine 
confirmed  by  the  experience  of  all  nations  and 
ages,  **  all  have  finned  and  come  fliort  of  the 
glory  of  G^di^  the  whole  world  is  guilty  before 
God,"  and  all  mmkind  **  arc  by  nature  children 
of  wrath,"  that  is,  are  under  condemnation  and 
expofed  to  divine  wrath  on  account  of  their  origi- 
nal depravity  and  adlual  tranfgrefiTions.. — There  is 
an  enmity  on  the  part  of  man  towards  God : 
**  The  carnal   mind,    (fays    St.   Paul,)  is  enmiry 

againft 
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ag;iinft  God,  it  is  not  fubjedt  to  the  law  of  God, 
neither  indeed  can  be.*'  And  in  confequence  of 
this,  there  is  wrath  on  the  part  of  God  towards 
man,  **  v\  rath  revealed  from  heaven  againft  the 
ungodlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men." 

2.  Now  as  we  were  without  Jirength  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  could  neither  by  our  own  works  remove 
the  wrath  on  God's  part,  and  reconcile  him  to  us, 
nor  by  our  own   power  remove  the  enmity  on  our 
part  and  reconcile  ourfelves  to  God,  therefore  God 
hath   provided  a  Mediator  between  himfelf  and  us 
to  make  up  this  breach,  in  a  way  confident  with 
his  own  honour  and  our  falvation.     That  he  might 
be  glorified  while  ?nan  was  faved,  that  is,  that  the 
evil  of  fin  might  be  manifefted  while  its  guilt  was 
cancelled  ;  that  God   might  difplay  his  jujiice  in 
punifhing  it,  while  he  manifefted  his  jnercy  in  par- 
doning it,  he  '*  fent  his  own  Son  in  the  likenefs 
of  (inful  fiefi)  to  be  a  facrifice  for  fin,  thereby  con- 
demning lin  in  the  flefh."      **  On  him   he  hath 
laid   the  iniquities  of  us  all,  hath  wounded  him 
for  our  tranfgreirions,  and  bruifed  him  for  our  ini- 
quities, and   caufed   him  to  bear  the  chaflifement 
of  our  peace."     <*  Him   he   hath  fet  forth  to  be  a 
propitiation  thro'  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his 
righteoufnefs,    for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are 
paft,   thro'  the  forbearance  of  God,  to  declare,   I 
fay,  his  righteoufnefs,"  that  is,  his  jufiice  as  well 
as   mercy,  <<  that  he  might  be  juft"  while  he  is 
the   merciful  *«  jufiifier  of  him  that  believeth  in 
Jefus."    7lis  Man  therefore  is  faid  by  Micah  to  be 
the  Peace,  ch.  v.  5.      And  St.  Paul  tells  us.  Col. 
i.  19.  &c.  **  that  it  pleafed  the  Father  that  in  him 
fliould  all   fulnefs  dwell  ;  and  having  made  peace 
by  the  blood  of  the  crofs,  by  him  to  reconcile  all 
things  to  himfelf."     He  is  the  peace  between  Jews 
and    Gentiles,    (as  we  are  allured  Eph.   ii.    14.) 
L  <*  who 
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*«  who  makes  both  one,  breaking  down  the  middle 
wall  of  partition  (viz.  the  ceremonial  law)  that 
vas  between  them  ;"  and  much  more  is  he  the 
peace  between  man  and  God,  **  reconciling  us 
to  God  by  the  crofs,  having  (lain  the  enmity  there- 
by." 

3.  To  dwell  a  moment  upon  this  :  It  appears 
from  moft  of  the  pafTages  juft  quoted,  that  Chrift 
by  his  death  not  only  atones  for  fin  and  recon- 
ciles God  to  uSf  but  alfo  us  to  God.  His  death 
upon  the  crofs,  being  the  moft  wonderful  inftancc 
of  God's  love  to  a  loll:  world,  which  ever  was  or 
could  be  given,  has  a  manifeft  tendency,  in  its 
own  nature,  when  difeovered  to  the  foul  in  all 
its  myfterious  grace,  to  foften,  melt,  fubdue  and 
win  over  the  whole  heart  to  God.  **  They  fliall 
look  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they 
ihall  mourn,"  fays  the  prophet  Zachariah.  **  If 
J  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  1  will  draw  all  men 
unto  me,"  fays  Jefus.  «*  The  love  of  Chrift 
conftraineth  us,  fays  St  Paul,  while  we  thus  judge 
that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead,  and 
that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  who  live  fhould  not 
henceforth  live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  him  that 
died  for  them  and  rofe  again." 

*'  Thus  while  1  hear  my  Saviour  God, 
**  Count  o'er  my  fins,  an  heavy  load, 

*'  He  bore  upon  the  tree  ; 
^*  Inward  1  blulli  with  fecret  (liame, 
*•  And  weep,  and  love,  and  blefs  the  name, 
**  That  knew  nor  Hn,  nor  grief,  nor  ihame, 

**  But  bore  them  all  for  me.'^ 

\t  is  true,  the  fufferings  and  death  of  Chrift 
cannot  produce  this  efFe6t  without  thq  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  whofe  office  it  is  to  **  take  of  the 
thifJgs  of  Jefus  and  Ihew  them  unto  us."      But 

th^n 
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t!^cn  his  death  alfo  opens  a  way  for  our  receiving 
that  influence.  For  heing  **  delivered  for  our 
offences,  and  raifed  again  for  our  juflification,  he 
hath  afcendcd  up  on  high,  led  captivity  captive, 
and  received  gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rcbel- 
iious  ;  "  hath  *'  received  of  the  Father  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  Holy  Spirit"  to  work  repentance  and 
faith  in  us,  to  fubdue  our  enmity  and  influence  our 
hearts  with  peace  and  love. 

4.  For  be  it  obferved,  tho'  peace  with  God  is 
free  for  all  ;  tho*  none  are  excluded  from  it  who 
do  not  exclude  themfelves  ;  tho'  the  Lord  pro- 
claims *^  peace,  peace,  to  him  that  is  near,  and 
to  him  that  is  far  oflT;"  yet  none  can  partake  of  it 
-without  **  repentance  towards  God  and  faith  in  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  As  God  will  never  be  re- 
conciled to  an  impenitent,  unbelieving  finner,  fo 
fiich  an  one  is  not  reconciled  to  God,  and  never 
can  enjoy  peace  of  mind  ;  no,  the  wickedy  the  in- 
wardly as  well  as  outwardly  wicked,  the  uncon- 
verted, the  unrcgenerare  '*  are  like  the  troubled 
fea  which  cannot  reft  ;  There  is  no  peace,  faith  my 
God,  to  the  wicked.'*  Repentance  therefore  is  ab- 
folutely  necelTary,  yea,  3.r)d  ffuits  meet  for  repen- 
tance.  Equally  neceflTary  is  faith  in  our  Lord 
jfefus  Chrijiy  without  which  notwithftanding  our 
repentance,  we  are  ftill  '*  condemned,  and  the 
wrath  of  God  abideth  on  us."  And  this  faith,  we 
muft  remember,  muft  work  by  love,  overcome 
the  world,  and  purify  the  heart.  When  a  true  pe- 
nitent comes  to  God,  by  this  faith,  cafting  his 
foul,  with  all  his  fins,  on  the  Lord  Jefus  <<  the 
Lamb  of  God  that  takcth  away  the  fins  of  the 
world,"  and  embracing  the  promifcs  of  God  made 
thro''him,  God  becomes  ^<  merciful  to  his  unright- 
eoufnefs,  and  remembers  his  fins  and  iniquities  no 
more."  And  ^'  being  jufiificd  by  faith  he  has 
peace  with  God.'* 

L  a  5.  Now 
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5.  Now  the  never-failing  fruit  of  this  peace 
with  God  is  peace  of  mind.  For  as  *<  there  is  no 
condemnation  from  God,  to  thofc  that  are  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flefh  but  after  the 
fpirir,"  fo  neither  are  they  condemned  in  their  own 
hearts.  Tlieir  paft  fins  being  pardoned  and  their 
prefent  corruptions  being  conquered,  it  cannot  be 
but  they  muft  have  the  anfwer  of  a  good confc'icncey 
**  a  confcience  void  of  ofFence  towards  God  and 
towards  man."  Hence  they  muft  have  confidence 
towards  God^  and  will  be  enabled  to  caft  their  care 
upon  him  for  all  that  they  want  for  body  and  foul, 
for  time  and  for  eternity.  And  the  fruit  of  this 
will  be  a  ferenity  of  mind,  a  tranquility  of  fpirir, 
which  the  apolfle  calls  <*  a  peace  that  paffeth  all 
underftanding. "  **  Thou  wilt  keep  him,  fays 
Ifaiah,  in  perfect  peace,  whofe  mind  is  ftayed  on 
thee,  bccaufe  he  trufteth  in  thee-"  Pride,  felf, 
will,  difcontent,  impatience,  anger,  malice,  en- 
vy, diftrufl,  anxiety,  and  other  unhappy  and  un- 
eafy  pafllons  being  fubducd  ^  and  humility,  refig- 
nation,  mecknefs  and  love  taking  place,  they  muft 
(as  our  Lord  exprelfes  it)  **  find  reft  to  their 
fouls,"  and  **  the  peace  of  God  will  keep  their 
hearts  and  minds  thro'  Chrift  Jefus." 

6.  And  will  not  fuch,  <*  as  much  as  in  them 
lieth,  live  peaceably  M'irh  all  men?"  Surely 
they  will  not  knowingly  injure  any  man  in  his 
perfon,  property,  or  chara6ier  ;  and  when  others 
injure  them,  they  will  manifeft  a  meeky  gentle  and 
forgiving  fpirit.  injuftice,  opprefTion,  guile,  fraud, 
covetoufnefs,  ambition,  and  other  eaufes  of  quar- 
reling being  removed,  peace  will  take  place  in 
families  and  neighbourhoods;  and  in  proportion  as 
this  religion  gains  ground,  peace  will  fpread  its 
influence  over  all  the  earth,  fo  that  *'  men  fhall 
beat  their  fwords  into  plough-fliares,  and  their  fpears 
into  pruning  hooks,  nation  (hall  not  lift  up  fword 

againft 
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againft  nation,  neither  (hall  they  learn  war  any 
more."  Such  is  the  happy  tendency  of  the  re- 
ligion of  Jefus,  a  religion  of  peace  and  love  ! 

"  Sweet  peace  it  brings  where-ever  it  arrives, 
**  It  builds  our  quiet,  as  it  forms  our  lives, 
*'  Lays  the  rough  paths  of  peevifli  nature  even, 
•*  And  opens  in  each  breall  a  little  heaven." 

Such  are  the  trophies  of  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
"whofe  nativity  we  are  about  to  celebrate.  Well 
might  the  heavenly  hofl  ufher  in  his  birth  by  pro- 
claiming **  Glory  to  God  in  the  highefl,  on  earth 
peace,  good- vi ill  towards  men." 

7.    Now  this  peace  is   reprefented   in   my  text 
as  «i^*.  j^lff  ff  QqJ^     <i  jpj   (j^js   place  will  I  give 

peace.'      Arid  whetiic. ^r.Aex  the  great  Peace^ 

makerf  the  Mediator  between  God  ana  man,  v,i,v, 
is  the  Father's  ^^/  to  a  loft  world  ;  or  whether  we 
confidcr  the  repentance  zv\<\  faith  whereby  we  ob- 
tain an  intereft  in  him,  which  are  the  gifts  of  God 
and  of  the  operation  of  his  Spirit;  or  whether  we 
confider  the  peace  itfelf  confequent  hereupon,  the 
cxpreflion  is  undoubtedly  proper  :  The  Lord  gives 
peace*  It  is  not  purchafed  by  our  works,  it  is  not 
effe6^ed  by  our  ftrcngth,  but  it  is  the  free,  unde- 
ferved  gift  of  the  Divine  mercy,  brought  into  our 
fouls  by  the  infpiration  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  Free 
grace  beftows  the  ineflimable  blefling  upon  thofe 
that  are  utterly  unworthy;  guilty  man,  without 
any  pretenfions  to  merit,  only  receives  it,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft  feals  it  upon  the  confcience  and  dif- 
fufes  it  abroad  in  the  heart.  <*  Thus  all  things  are 
of  God,  who  reconciles  us  to  himfelf  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  commits  to  his  fervants  the  word  of 
reconciliation.  They  therefore  are  ainbafladors 
for  Chrift,  as  tho'  God  did  befccch  us  by  them  : 
they  pray  us  in  Chrift's  ftead  to  be  reconciled  to 
L  3  God. 
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God,  For  God  made  him  to  be  fin  for  ns,  th(/ 
he  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  God  in  him." 

S.  And  becaufe  the  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  thro'  whom  we  obtain  peace,  was  to  ap- 
pear in  this  fecond  Temple,  and  while  it  ftood, 
^vas  to  be  offered  a  facrifice  for  the  fins  of  mark- 
kind  ;  becaufe  the  Gofpel  of  Peace  was  to  be 
publiihed,  and  the  Spirit  of  Peace  beftowed  there  ; 
therefore  the  Lord  fays,  **  in  this  place  will  I  give 
peace."  A  promife  this  whkh>  at  leall  in  a  fecon- 
dary  fenfe,  may  be  applied  to  every  place  where 
the  fame  Mediatory  though  invifible,  is  prefent, 
the  fame  facrifice  for  fin  held  up,  the  Jame  Gofpel 
of  peace  proclaimed,  and  the  fame  Spirit  of  pca^^^ 
conferred.  Where  God  V.^'  '^'-  -^^"  reconciles 
finn*.-"  *-  I-*— 'vn  \  Where  he  calls  them  to  repen- 
tance, and  enables  them  to  believe  in  the  Lo-rd 
Jefus  with  their  hearts  unto  righteoujnefs  ;  where 
he  juflifies  them  from  all  things,  and  gives  them 
peace  with  himfelf  and  peace  of  mind  ;  where  he 
influences  their  hearts  with  love  to  one  another, 
and  difpofes  them  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men  ; 
there  furely  he  may  properly  be  faid  io  give  peace, 
I  doubt  not  but  the  event  will  (liew  that  he  wiii 
give  it  here. 

9.  And  when  you  obferve  the  word  preached 
here  crowned  with  this  gift,  and  made  the  means 
of  communicating  fuch  an  ineftimable  blefiTing  as 
peace  zvith  God,  to  your  fellow- creatures,  a  blcfling 
that  draws  after  it  all  the  unfearchable  riches  of 
grace  and  glory,  how  will  your  hearts  rejoice  that 
the  Lord  inclined  you  to  engage  in  and  help  for- 
ward this  dtfign,  and  how  well  bcftowed  will  you 
tliink  the  little  money  that  you  have  contiibuted 
towards  it.  And,  it  may  be,  that  fome  pcrfon  very- 
ncar  and  ri^.r  to  vou  may  here  find  this  pearl  of  great 
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price,  an  intimate  acquaintance  fuppofe,  a  friend 
whom  you  love  as  your  own  foul,  a  brother,  a  fif- 
ter,  a  wife,  a  child,  (for  thcfc  you  will  doubtlefs 
endeavour  to  bring  along  with  you,  at  all  oppor- 
tunities, to  this  huufe  of  prayer)  and  in  that  cafe 
how  will  your  joy  be  doubled,  and  the  nearer  and 
dearer  the  parties  are  to  you,  the  greater  will  be 
your  joy  that  they  found  a  fpiritual  cure  in  this 
houfe  of  mercy  which  you  (thro'  Divine  grace  in- 
clining you  (had  an  hand  in  creeling. 

lo.  But  whatever  joy  it  may  yield  you  in  //W, 
to  fee  finners  converted  here,  you  will  rejoice 
much  more  on  this  account  in  eternity!  When 
your  difembodied  fpirit  in  the  Paradife  of  God, 
and  piore  efpecially  your  whole  perfon  at  the 
Judgment  Seat  of  Chrift,  fees  light  in  his  light, 
and  having  your  faculties  enlarged  and  ftrengthened 
beyond  what  is  now  conceivable,  when  you  look 
forward  thro'  everlafting  ages  and  view  on  the  one 
hand  fiery  torments  efcaped,  and  on  the  other  hea- 
venly joys  attained,  thro'  your  building  this  place, 
by  a  great  multitude  of  precious  fouls,  fome  of 
them  once  nearly  allied  to  you  by  fundry  clofe  ties, 
and  all  your  fellow-creatures  and  your  fellow  fin- 
ners ;  all  the  offspring  of  that  one  God  whom  you 
love,  and  the  purchafe  of  that  precious  blood 
which  was  equally  fhed  for  you  and  for  them,  how 
unfpeakable  muft  be  your  joy  *  But  1  forbear  to 
enlarge  upon  a  thought  too  great  for  utterance,  and 
which,  if  purfued,  would  be  an  inlet  to  confola- 
tien,  too  over-whelming  for  ilefh  and  blood  to 
bear  ;  and  that  this  blefled  work  of  faving  fouls 
may  be  this  day  begun,  and  that  upon  our  firft 
appearing  here,  we  may  reap  the  firfi-fruits  of 
that  harveft  of  converfions  to  be  hereafter  gathered 
in  this  place  ;  before  I  conclude,  I  beg  leave  juft 
to  add  a  few  words  by  way  of  application  and  im- 
provement of  what  has  been  advanced. 
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r.  r  have  been  defcribing,  my  brethren,  and 
pointing  out  the  way  to  t\\2ii  peace  zvith  God^  and 
peace  of  mind ^  which  is  promifed  to  be  given  in  this 
place,  and  is  the  only  thing  that  can  render  life 
comfortable,  death  Mt,  and  eternity  happy.  And 
now  I  call  upon  you  to  examine  yourfelves  touch- 
ing this  matter,  whether  this  peace  be  yours.  To 
know  this,  recollecl,  I  befeech  you,  what  hasbeen 
faid  and  proved  to  you  from  God's  word,  that  there 
is  no  peace  to  the  ivicked  that  go  on  in  fin,  to  the  ino- 
penitent  and  unbelieving,  the  unconverted  and  un- 
jegenerate. 

2.  If  you  are  of  this  number,  be  affured,  you 
have  neither  lot  nor  part  in  this  matter.  Whether 
you  be  outward  finners,  fuch  as  drunkards,  fwf  arers", 
Sabbath-breakers  ;  fornicators,  adulterers,  unclean 
perfons  ;  liars,  flanderers,  evil-fpeakers  ;  guilty  of 
fraud,  violence,  oppreflion  ;  unjuft,  unmerciful,  de- 
ceitful :  or  whether  you  be  under  the  power  of  your 
inward  corruptions,  as  pride,  felf-will,  difcontent  ; 
anger,  malice,  envy;  hatred,  animofity,  revenge; 
covetoufnefs,  luft,  ambition  ;  or  whether,  although 
your  temper  be  even,  and  your  condu6l  regular, 
yet  at  the  fame  time,  your  foul  be  unrenewed,  your 
heart  cold,  and  your  worfhip  formal,  and,  tho'  you 
have  {\\Q  form  yjoiihe  devoid  of  the/)aii'rr  of  religion; 
be  it  known  to  you,  you  have  no  fhare  in  this  bleff- 
ing  which  I  have  been  defcribing  :  God  is  not  at 
peace  with  you,  even  as  you  are  not  at  peace  with 
him.  On  the  contrary,  his  **  wrath  is  revealed 
from  heaven"  againft  you,  as  **againft  all  the  un- 
godlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men."  Where>- 
fore  we  warn  you,  <*  be  not  deceived,  God  is  not 
mocked:"  As  fure  as  he  is  a  Being  of  unfpotted 
holinefs  and  inflexible  jufiice,  fo  fure,  *'  whatfo- 
ever  a  man  foweth  that  fliall  he  alfo  reap  ;"  you 
who  <'  fow  to  the  flefli,   (hall  of   the  ik^  reap 
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corruption.  "  His  Holinefs  will  be  to  you  a  con- 
fumiiig  fire,  his  juftice  will  execute  ftridt  judgment 
upon  you,  and  you  (liall  infallibly  **  perifli  from 
the  way,  if  his  wrath  is  kindled,  yea  but  a  little," 
how  much  more  when  it  burns  with  unabating  fury, 
•'confumes  the  earth  with  its  increafe,  and  melts 
down  the  foundation  of  the  mountains/*  when  **  it 
burns  and  fliall  not  be  quenched  ?  "  Oh  ye  unholy 
and  profane,  *<  how  can  ye  efcape  the  damnation  of 
hell?" 

3.  There  is  but  one  way  in  which  you  can  ef- 
cape this,  and  that  I  fear,  is  a  way  in  which  you 
do  not  choofe  to  walk.  It  is  the  way  of  unfeigned 
repentance,  lively  faith,  and  new  obedience.  ThuSy 
and  only  thus,  can  you  find  mercy  with  the  Lord, 
and  ftand  approved  before  the  Son  of  M;m.  Oil 
hear  the  voice,  the  fweet  and  melting  voice  of 
mercy  !  **  As  I  live  (faith  the  Lord)  I  have  no 
pleafure  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth  ;  therefore, 
turn  and  live  ye.  Ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do 
well  ;  wafh  ye,  make  you  clean,  put  away  the  evil 
of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes.  Come  now 
and  let  us  reafon  together  (faith  the  Lordj  though 
your  fins  be  as  fcarlet  they  fhall  be  white  as  fnow, 
tho'  they  be  red  as  crimfon  they  fliall  be  as  wool  ; 
for  all  manner  of  fins  and  blafphemies  fhall  be  for- 
given, "  unto  penitent  finners  through  the  Redeem- 
er, whofe  *<  blood  cleanfeth  from  all  fin."  <<  Be  it 
known  unto  you,  therefore,  men  and  brethren,  that 
through  this  man  is  preached  unto  you  the  forgive- 
nefs  of  fins,  and  by  him  all,  that"  with  penitent 
hearts,  **  believe,  are  jufiified,  from  all  things  from 
which  they  could  not  be  jufiificd  by"  their  own 
obedience. 

4.  And  docs  not  this  chearing  voice  of  mercy 
gladden  thy  very  heatt,  thou  ungodly,  guilty  and 
fe If- condemned  fi nner  ?  Doll:  thou  not  ict  caufe, 
great  caufe  to  praifc  him  that  the  door  of  falvation 
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Is  not  yet  (hut  againft  thee,  fhee  (I  fayj  who  hafl-  fo* 
long  refufcd  to  enter  in  at  it  ?  That  he  has  noC 
yet  cut  t/iee  down  who  haft  (o  long  only  cumbered' 
the  ground  ?  0\\  praife  him,  if  thou  haft  any  fenfe- 
of  gratitude  left,  that  he  ftill  waits  to  be  gracious^ 
jlill  extends  the  arms  of  his  mercy  and  love  to  em.- 
brace  thy  guilty  foul  ! — ''ut  at  the  fame  time  con-- 
fider,  thou  knoweft  not  how  foon  the  door  may  be^ 
Ihut  agninft  thee  if  thou  ftill  deferreft  to  enter  : 
Thou  knoweft  not  how  foon  he  may  (hut  up  his 
loving-kindnefs  in  dlfpleafure,  if  thou  ftill  delayeft 
to  take  refuge  there  !  Remember  the  gDOo/?iefs  of 
God  ought  to  lead  tkee  to  repentance,  but  if  it  have' 
not  that  happy  effed,  thou  wilt  foon  find  it  changed" 
i-nto  a  fea  of  wrathful  indignation  to  overwhelm 
thy  hopelefs  foul  I 

5.  1  t^ftify  to  thee,  this  day,  in  the  name  of 
t^e  once  crucified  but  now  highly  exalted  Saviour,, 
whom  thou  haft  hitherto  defpifed  and  rcje(5^cd  \  if 
that  amazing  love  which  brought  him  from  the 
palaces  of  heaven,  where  he  was  attended  and  wor- 
Hiipped  by  myriads  of  angels  and  archangels,, 
cherubim  and  feraphim,  into  this  howling  wilder- 
nefs,  this  world  of  woe,,  where  he  was  forfakcn  of 
all,  even-  of  the  twelve  poor  fifl^ermen  his  only^ 
attendants  \  which  induced  him  to  allume  this  vile 
body,  fubjedt  to  ihfirmity,  pain  and  death,  that 
thou  mighteft  rife  thro'  his  fall  and  be  exalted 
thro'  his  humiliation  ;  mighteft  be  invefted  with- 
the  divine  nature,  v.ith  holinefs,  immortality  and 
blifs,  and  dwell  in  manfions  of  glory  for  ever  ; — 
the  wonderful  love  which  expofed  him  to  hunger 
and  thirty,  cold  and  nakednefs,  fhame  and  con- 
tenipt,  that  thy  famiihcd  and  ftarving  foul  might 
be  fed'  with  the  bread  of  life,  refreflied  with  the 
wine  of  divijie  Ibve,.  clothed  with  the  garments 
©f  falvation,,  and  honoured  before  an  alTembled" 
worlds — the  unyfterkjus  love  which  fub^edted  hin> 
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to  the  fevcre  ftroke  of  his  Father's  juflice,  the 
moft  malevolent  fpite  of  his  own  creatures,  and 
the  moft  implacable  malice  of  infernal  fiends,  that 
thou  mighteft  be  delivered  from  the  power  of 
Satan,  enjoy  the  good-will  of  faints  and  angels, 
and  be  happy  in  the  fmile  and  favour  of  thy  God  ; 
the  unfearchable  love  which  filled  his  foul  with 
unknown  agony  in  the  garden  ;  crowned  his  head 
with  (harp  thorns  in  the  Judgment-hall,  tore  his 
back  with  knotty  whips  before  Pilate,  nailed  his 
body  to  the  execrable  crofs  between  the  vilefi:  mif- 
creants,  and  opened  a  fountain  in  his  fide  where 
thou  mighten  quench  thy  thirft  for  happinefs,  and 
wafii  away  thy  filth  of  fin  ; — if  this  great,  amaz- 
ing and  unfathomable  love  (I  fay)  do  not  win 
thy  heart,  and  melt  thee  in  its  holy  flarne  into  a 
vcffel  of  honour,  1  tefiify  to  thee,  it  will  fuddenly 
be  converted  into  fiery  indignation  wliich  will  kin- 
dle upon  and  confume  thy  body  and  foul  in  its  un- 
quenchable fiames  ! 

6.  Foolifn  man,  what  art  thou  doing  ?  Defpifeft 
thou  the  riches  of  his  glory,  the  paradife  of  his 
delights,  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  which  he  ten- 
derly and  earnelily  invites  thee  to  fhare  ?  Slightefl 
thou  his  love  ?  His  bleeding:,  agonizing,  expir- 
ing   love! Has   he   not  fufl^ered  enough  ?     Art 

thou  refolved  to  crucify  him  afre(h  and  put  him  to 
open  fhame  ?  Sinner  forbear  !  Ceafe  to  revile  and 
bufiet  that  lovely  perfon  !  Ceafe  to  fpit  in  that  di- 
vme  face  which  angels  gaze  upon  with  rapture  ! 
How  canfi  thou  bruife  that  facred  head  !  Ah  !  da 
not  drive  thofe  rude  nails  ftill  further  !  Why  wilt 
thou  give  that  guiltlefs  heart  another  and  a  deeper 
wound?  Sinner,  what  evil  hath  he  done?  Where- 
in hath  he  injured  thee?  Injured  thee  !  alas!  hs 
hath  loved  thee  even  unto  death,  and  quenched  by 
his  precious  blood  the  flames  of  hell  kindling  about 
thy  unholy,  foul  I  And  doft  thou  thus  requite  his 
L  6  undeferved 
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undeferved  favour  and  boundlefs  love  ?  Wretched, 
man,  abftain !  Join  no  more  the  murderers  of  thy 
Saviour!  Bid  adieu  to  their  company!  Let  his. 
Love  overcome  thee  !  Throw  down  the  weapons 
of  thy  rebellion  ;  fall  at  his  dear  feet,  pierced  by 
thy  crimes,  and  dlRilling  a  facred  balm  to  heal  thy. 
"wounded  foul  I  And  ki(s  the  Son  left  he  be  angry  I 
Remember  he  has  authority  to  execute  judgment, 
to  fave  or  to  deftroy.  '*  He  has  the  keys  of  death 
and  of  hell  \  he  opens  and  no  man  fhuts^  (huts 
and  no  man  opens,"  If  he  once  **^fvvear  in  his 
wrath  thou  fhalt  not  enter  into  his  reft,"  thy  die 
will  be  caft  and  thy  wretched  fate  determined  for 
ever  1  Now  is  the  accepted  time  I  now  is  the  day 
of  falvation  !  Now  knock  at  the  door  of  mercy 
and  fay.  Lord,  Lord,  open  to  me!  And  he  will 
open  to  thee  ;  he  will  pardon>  accept  and  blefs 
thee,  and  even  thou  fhalt  enfure  the  things  which 
hehng  to  thy  ^gace  before  they  are  for  ever  hid  frojm 
thin£  eyes.  I 
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SERMON  XI. 

PREACHED 

On  the  Occafton  of  the  Death  of  Mrs,   Fofler^ 

AT    THE 

Chapel  in  Cherry -Street,    Birmingham, 
Os   Sunday   Evening,  Aug.  29,    1790* 

I  THESS.  TV.  13,   14. 

<*  I  would  not  have  you  ignorant,  brethren,  con- 
cerning them  who  are  afleep,  that  ye  forrow  not, 
even  as  others,  who  have  no  hope.  For  if  we 
believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rofe  again,  even  fo, 
them  alfo  that  deep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring 
with  him.  " 

I.  A  N  eminent  French  Writer,  Monf.  Saurirt^ 
Jr\.  has  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  this  is  one 
of  the  moil:  difficult  Texts  in  theNew  Teftament, 
Accordingly  he  prefents  us  with  a  long  and  learned 
expofition  of  it,  in  which  he  proceeds  upon  a  very 
lingular  hypothefis.  He  fuppofes  **  that  the  defire 
•*  which  prevailed  in  the  primitive  Chriftians  to  fee 
*<  Chrift  when  he  (hould  appear  to  Judgment,  made 
*<  them  lament  thofc  of  their  brethren  who  died, 
**  as  cut  off  from  that  hope  ;  and  that  it  was  in 
**  reference  to  this,  that  the  Apoftle  affured  them, 
**  in  this  palTage,  that  fuch  would  be  entirely  on  a 
''  level  with  thofe  of  their  brethren  who  fhould 
•<  then  be  found  alive.  "     This  fuppofition   feems 

to 
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to  me  as  improbable  as  it  is  extraordinary.  It  13 
not  at  all  likely  that  the  ChriRians  at  Theffahnica, 
who  had  for  fome  time  fat  under  the  miniftry  of  an 
Apoftle,  fhould  either  be  (o  ignorant  as  to  imagine 
that  thofe  of  their  brethren  who  died,  were  cut  off 
from  the  hope  of  feeing  Chrifl:  when  he  (hould  ap- 
pear again,  or,  if  they  had  imagined  this,  that  they 
fhould  have  grieved  particularly  on  that  account. 

2.  Befides,  this  hypothecs,  inftead  of  folving 
any  difficulty  there  may  be  in  the  text,  or  cafting 
any  peculiar  light  upon  it,  only  tends  to  render  it 
more  obfcure,  and  to  involve  the  fubjedl  in  greater 
difficulties.  For  one  may  naturally  enquire  (as  a 
judicious  and  dious  Writer  has  juftly  obfervedj  why 
the  Apoftle  does  not  diredlly  tell  them  that  there 
was  no  "  particular  room  for  fuch  lamentations 
**  on  this  account,  as  they  themfelves,  and  many 
<'  fucceeding  generations,  were  to  die  before  the 
**  coming  of  Chrifl."  To  anfwer  this  obje6lion, 
M.  Saurin  is  driven  to  acknowledge,  that  **  the 
*<  Apoftle  did  not  urge  thatj  becaufe  he  did  not 
**  then  exa6lly  know  whether  ChrilVs  appearance 
<*  would  be  in  that  age,  or  at  fome  much  more  re- 
<<  mote  diflance  of  time." 

3.  But  tho'  we  fliould  allow  that  the  Apoflle's 
tgnorancey  as  to  that  point ^  might  be  very  confident 
with  the  knowledge  of  all  that  was  necclfary  to 
the  pre^Iching  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  full  and 
proper  execution  of  his  office  ;  yet  we  have  no  au- 
thority from  his  own  Epiftles,  or  from  any  accounts 
that  Antiquity  has  handed  down  concerning  him, 
to  fuppofe  that  he  was  ignorant  refpccling  it.  It 
is  true,  from  the  following  words  in  the  15th 
verfe,  We  ivho  arc  alive  and  remain  tirda  the  ccmlng, 
of  the  Lorjy  fome  have  inferred  that  the  Apollle 
expecSled  himfclf  to  be  found  alive  at  our  Lord's 
Second  Coming.     But  this  infeience  they  would 

hardly 
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hardly  have  drawn,  had  they  obferved  how  com-r 
mon  it  is  with  all  the  infpired  writers  to  fpeak  a^ 
if  they  included  thcmfelves,  when  in  reality  they 
did  not  intend  it.  Thus  Hofea  fays,  There  (via. 
in  Bethel)  God  Jpake  with  us ^  Surely,  H of e a  yf2.s 
not  at  Bcihely  nay,  was  not  in  exiltence,  when 
God  fpake  with  Jacob  there.  The  Plalnniliy 
fpeaking  of  the  dividing  of  the  Red  Sea,  *  fays. 
There  did  zve  j'ejoice  in  him.  And  yet  he  could  not 
he  prefent  when  the  Red  Sen  was  divided.  la 
like  manner  the  Apoftle  James,  fpeaking  of  the 
Tongue,  fay,  Therewith  ciirfe  zve  men.  Certainly 
he  did  not  curfe  men.  Jul^  fo,  St.  Paul  d\d  not 
mean  to  be  underftood  ftridtly  in  thefe  words,  as- 
if  he  aflerted  that  he  (hould  be  alive  when  Jefus 
ihould  appear  to  judgment :  but  he  fpeaks  of 
thofe  who  iliould  be  found  alive  ar  that  time. 

4.  That  this  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
Apoftle's  words  appears  fjom  hence,  that  in  feve- 
rnl  of  his  Epiftles  he  plainly  exprelfes  his  expec- 
tation of  dyin};  before  the  coming  of  Chrill,  (fee 
Phil.  i.  20;  I  Cor,  vi.  14;  2  Cor.  iv.  14;  2  Tim, 
iv.  6.)  Arvd  in  the  2d  Epiflle  to  this  people,  affines 
them  that  the  ♦'  day  of  the  Lord  was  not  at  handy 
and  would  not  come,  except  there  came  a  falling 
away  firll'y  and  the  man  of  fin  were  revealed,  the 
fon  of  perdition  t ,"  of  whom  he  prophefies  fuch 
things  as  v^'ere  not  likely  at  all  to  be  fulfilled  irj 
thit  pure  age  of  the  Church.  Add  to  this,  that 
what  he  faid  on  this  occalion,  he  faid,  by  the  zuord 
of  the  Lord,  that  is,  by  an  exprefs  revelation  from 
him,  and  furely  the  Lard  could  not  be  miftaken. 
He  knew  his  Apofile  would  not  be  found  alive  at 
his  fecond  coming. 

5.  The  above  mentioned  hypothefis,  therefore,  i* 
not  to  be  admitted.     And  there  is  no- need  of  it, 

♦  Pia.  Uvi.  (y.     t  ft  ThclV.  ii.  a. 

Th«r 
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The  text  is  eafily  explained  without  it.  We  have 
only  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Apoftle  had  obferved 
himfelf,  while  at  Theffahmcay  or  had  been  in- 
formed by  Timothy y  after  he  left  that  City,  how 
tenderly  many  of  his  new  converts  had  been  af- 
fected by  the  departure  of  fuch  as  had  been  taken 
from  them  (ince  they  had  embraced  Chriftianity, 
and  that  he  intended  in  thefe  words,  to  fuggeft 
confiderations,  which,  if  believed  and  laid  to 
heart,  would  be  efFe6lual,  if  not  entirely  to  re- 
move,  yet  greatly  to  moderate  their  forrow.  And  at 
the  fame  time,  forefeeing  what  a  temptation  to  ex- 
ceflive  grief  among  the  tender-hearted  and  bene- 
volent followers  of  Jefus,  the  death  of  their  bre- 
thren, efpecially  of  fuch  as  were  peculiarly  dear 
to  them,  would  be  in  every  age  ;  he  might  alfo, 
in  this  admirable  pafTage,  confult  the  benefit  of 
future  ages,  even  of  as  many  as  (hould  read  his 
excellent  Epiflles  to  the  end  of  time. 

And,  as  the  pious  Writer,  quoted  above,  juftly 
obferves,  *<  Who  can  be  fufficiently  thankful  for 
<<  the  ftrong  confolation  thefe  divine  words  admi- 
<<  niiier  !  How  many  drooping  hearts  have  been 
<<  cheered  by  them  in  every  age,  while  fucceflively 
<<  mourning  over  the  pious  dead  !  How  often 
<^  have  we  ourfelves  been  driven  to  them,  as  to  a 
<<  facred  Anchor,  when  our  hearts  have  been  over- 
•<  whelmed  within  us  1  And  if  God  continue  us  a 
*<  few  years  longer,  what  repeated  occafions  may 
«<  arife  of  our  flying  to  them  aga'n !  " 

6.  Let  us  fly  to  them,  at  this  time,  my  bre- 
thren, in  our  diflrefs  for  the  lofs,  fudden  and  un- 
looked  for,  of  one  dear  to  many  of  you,  fnatched 
away  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  in  the  pride  of 
her  years,  from  a  mourning  and  difconfolate  huf- 
band  fto  whom,  I  hope,  the  fevere  flroke  will  be 
fandified,}  and  fiom  a  riling  progeny,  who  are  yet 

too 
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too  young  to  be  fenfible  of  the  lofs  they  have  fuf- 
tained,  or  to  (hed  one  tear  on  the  mournful  occa- 
fion  !  I  doubt  not,  my  brethren,  but  you  will  join 
with  me  in  praying  that  their  Mother  s  God,  the 
Parent  of  the  Orphan  and  the  helper  of  the  help- 
lefs,  may  be  the  proted^ion  of  their  infancy,  the 
guide  of  their  youth,  and  the  fupport  and  confola- 
tion  of  their  riper  age  !  And  that  many  years 
Iience,  when  her  prayers  have  been  heard  for 
them,  and  they  are  born  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
made  new  creatures  in  ChriO  Jefus,  and  have  long 
ferved  God  and  their  generation  faithfully,  accord- 
ing to  the  divine  will,  they  may  be  welcomed  by 
her  that  bear  them,  (and  who  in  giving  life  to  them 
fuffered  death  herfelfj  into  everlafting  habitaUonsI 
It  is  true,  (he  was  hardly  fpared  long  enough  with 
them  to  know  them  all  on  earth,  and  much  lefs  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  knowing  her  \  yet,  I 
doubt  not,  but  (lie  will  acknowledge  them  in  that 
day  for  her  childreriy  while  they  alfo  are  divinely 
intruded  to  look  up  and  call  her  Mother !  Then 
the  prefent  breach  will  be  more  than  made  up  1 
The  hufband  will  again  receive  his  wife,  and  the 
Mother  will  embrace  her  children!  But,  oh! 
how  changed  !  All  immortal!  All  glorious!  and  in 
a  world  where  pain  and  parting,  fin  and  forrow  are 
no  more  !  There,  in  thofe  bright  realms,  no  ten- 
der and  dying  Mothers,  with  bleeding  hearts,  weep 
over  the  helplefs  infants  from  whom  they  are  about 
to  be  torn,  and  whom  they  are  to  leave  behind  in 
an  enfnaring  and  troublefome  world  :  And,  no  af- 
fedlionate,  inconfolable  hufbands  cling  to  the  cold 
remains  of  departed  wives  I  There  pious  friends 
and  relatives,  feparated  for  a  fcafon,,  are  united 
again  to  be  parted  no  more.  And  there,  their  fe- 
licity is  pure  without  alloy,  full  without  raeafure, 
and  lafling  without  end  1 
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In  dlfcourfing  further  from  this  Important,  com- 
fortable, and  I  thin^,  not  obfcure  paiTage,  I  wifh 
to  call  your  attention, 

I.  To  the  Chara6ter  of  thofe  who  may  properly 
be  fa  id  io  Jleep  in  Jefus. 

II.  To  the  Hope  which  we  entertain  concerning 
fuch,  with  the  foundation  and  certainty  of  this 
hope,  and, 

III.  To  the  proper  Fruit  of  it,  if  not  entirely  to 
remove,  yet  greatly  to  moderate  our  forrow  and 
turn  it  into  a  lafting  mean  of  good. 

And  I  ft.  we  are  to  confider  who  they  are  that 
Jleep  in  Jefus. 

I.  Upon  this  head  I  fhall  fay  but  little,  for  I 
confider  myfelf  as  difcourfing  to  a  congregation 
who  are  frequently  addreffed  on  fuch  topics,  and 
who  certainly,  in  general,  are  not  ignorant  con- 
cerning them.  You  know,  my  Brethren,  that  a  man 
cannot,  with  any  propriety,  be  faid  to  Jleep  in  Jejus^ 
unlefs  he  firft  be  in  Jefus y  that  is,  unlefs  he  be  pof- 
feffed  of  a  real,  vital  union  with  him.  This  union 
with  Chrift  is  much  fpoken  of,  and  frequently  in- 
culcated in  the  New  Teftament,  and  is  illuftrated  by 
our  Lord  in  the  15th  Chapter  of  St.  John's  Gofpel, 
by  the  union  which  fubfifts  between  the  vine  and  its 
branches.  Now  the  branch  is  not  only  fupported 
by  the  vine,  and  adheres  to  it,  but  it  derives  fap^ 
and  of  confequence  growth  and  fruitfuJnefs  from  it. 
Juft  fo,  they  that  are  united  to  Jefus  not  only  depend 
upon  and  cleave  to  him,  but  '*  receive  out  of  his 
fulnefs  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.'*  And  their 
knowledge  in  Divine  things,  their  holinefs  and  hap- 
pinefs,  yea  and  their  ufefulnefs  too,  in  a  great 
fneafure,    depend  hereupon.      <«  I  am  the  Vine, 

fays 
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fays  he,  ye  are  the  branches.  Abide  m  me,  and 
1  in  you  ;  for  as  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of 
itfclf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can  ye, 
except  ye  abide  in  me.  He  that  abideth  in  me, 
and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  mucli  fruit, 
for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing."  A  inoft 
exprefs  and  important  declaration.  Would  to 
God,  it  Mere  laid  to  heart,  by  all  profelTors  of 
religion  ! 

2.  St.  P^^m/ ufes  another  comparifon.  In  divers 
parts  of  his  Kpiftles,  he  illuftrates  the  union  which 
a  believer  has  wiih  Chriff,  by  that  which  the 
members  of  the  human  body  have  with  the  head  of 
it.  <*  As  the  body  is  one,  fays  he,  and  hath  many 
memherc.  '••^-J  -i'  "^'^t;  iiiemDers  ot  that  one  body, 
bcmg  many,  are  one  body;  fo  alfo  is  Chrift.'  For 
by  one  Spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one  body, 
and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  of  one  Spirit*  , 
And,  again,  **  Ye  are  the  body  of  Chriff,  and 
members  in  particular.!  Now  the  human  body 
is  not  only  guided  and  governed  by  the  head,  but, 
has  life  and  nourifliment  communicated  therefrom. 
Jn  allufion  to  this,  the  Apoftle  exhorts  us  to  *<grow 
up  into  Chrifl,  who  is  the  head,  in  all  things  ; 
from  whom,  adds  he,  the  whole  body,  fitly  joined 
together  and  compacted,  by  that  which  every  joint 
fupplieth,  according  to  the  effedlual  working  in  the 
meafure  of  every  part,  maketh  increafe  of  the 
body."  J  He  fpcaks  to  the  fame  purpofe  in  the 
Epirtle  to  the  ColoiTians.  <*  He  is  the  head  of 
his  body,  the  church  ; — the  head  from  which  all 
the  body  by  joints  and  bands  having  nourishment 
miniflcred,  and  knit  together,  encreafcth  with  all 
the  cncreafe  of  God  §  ." 


*   I  Cor.  xii.   12.     +   Ver.   27.      t,Eph. 
^  Col.  i.  iS.   &  ii.   19'. 
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3.  The  Lord  Jefus,  therefore,  our  living  HeaJ, 
not  only  injiructs  and  guides  us  as  our  Prophet ^  and 
commands  and  governs  us  as  our  King ;  but  as  the 
High  Prieji  of  our  profeflion,  who  ever  liveth  ta 
make  intercejjlon  for  us,  he  receives  of  the  Father 
and  communicates  to  us  thofe  fupplies  of  grace, 
thofe  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whereby  we 
not  only  grow  up  into  him  our  living  Head  in  all 
things,  and  in  due  time  arrive  at  the  meafure  of 
the  ftature  of  his  fulnefs  ;  but  are  enabled  to  a6l 
the  part  afligned  us  as  particular  members  of  the; 
body  for  ihQ  good  of  the  whole.  And  then,  as 
there  is  a  real  and  fenfible  fympathy  between  the 
^f  d  and  its  members,  fo  we  are  alTured  that  the 
High  Prieft  ot  our  piur^mv...  :.  <<  ^-^nphed  with 
the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,"  and  tenderly  fym- 
pathizes  with  us  while,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
have  "  fellowlhip  with  him  in  his  fufFerings," 
and  are  affedled  with  the  wants  and  diftreiTes  of 
every  fellow  member  of  his  myftical  body. 

4.  It  appears  from  all  this,  2dly,  that  thofe 
who  have  union  with  Jefus,  have  alfo  an  Interefi  in 
him,  juft  as  a  branch  has  an  intereft  in  the  tree  in 
"which  it  grows,  fuch  as  it  has  in  no  other  tree  in 
the  world ;  and  the  member  an  intereft  in  the  head 
of  the  body  to  which  it  belongs,  fuch  as  it  has 
in  the  head  of  no  other  body.  **  My  Beloved  is 
mine,"  fays  the  fpoufe,  <<  and  T  am  his.'*  Chrtji 
is  theirs,  and  they  are  his.  They  are  his^  being 
dedicated  to  him  in  faith  and  love,  and  employed 
for  him  in  duty  and  fervice,  living  no  longer  "  un- 
to themfeives,  but  unto  him  that  died  for  them 
and  rofe  again."  And  he  is  theirsy  being  **  made 
of  God  unto  them  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanc- 
tification  and  redemption."  As  their  wifdom^  he 
teaches  them  by  his  Word  and  Spirit  to  know  both 
their  duty  and  their  happinefs,  and  tho'  they  were 
once  darknefsy  they  are  now  light  in  him  the  Lord. 

As 
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As  their  righteoujnejs^  he  jiiHifies  them  from  all 
things,  and  thro'  him  they  have  peace  with  God. 
As  \\\t\x  fan^fificat'ion^  he  communicates  that  grace, 
whereby  they  are  not  only  delivered  from  the 
-power ^  but  at  length  purged  from  the  defilement  of 
fin,  and  rcftored  to  the  '*  image  of  him  that  created 
them,"  even  rightcoujnefs  and  true  hoVineJs.  And 
as  their  redemption^  he  will,  in  due  time,  ref- 
cue  them  from  all  the  confequenccs  of  tlie  fall, 
will  ranfom  their  very  bodies  from  the  grave,  and 
fix  them  in  glory  and  felicity  for  ever. 

5.   As    to   the    means    whereby    we    obtain    this 
high    privilege,    and  the   marks  whereby    we   are 
fatisfied  ourfelves   and  give   proof   to  others   that 
we  polTefs   it,    I    need   fay  but  little.      It  is  mani- 
feft  from   what  has   already  been   advanced,  that 
it    is    not    the    being    baptized    with    water    and 
making   a  profeffion  of  chriftianity,  that   can  ei- 
ther   entitle    us    to,    or    put    us    in   poireflTion  of 
i  fuch  an  ineftimable  blefllng.     No  :  a  perfon  mav, 
[''According  to   St.    Pauls  doctrine*,   **   profefs   to 
know   God,  and  yet   by  works   deny  him,"  as  it 
is  but  too  vifible,    the   greateft  part  of  the  pro- 
feflbrs   of  Chrillianity   do   at   this  day.     Nor  is  it 
enough  that  **  he  that  names  the  name  of  Chrift," 
or    has  that  name  named   upon  him   in  baptifm, 
"  departs  from   iniquity,"  and   is  in   all   outward 
jhings  unblamable.  Even  this  will  not  intitle  a  man 
jto  this   bklTing  or  prove  that  he  is  in  podefTion  of 
Jft,     For  we  may  have  **  a  name  to  live,  when  we 
jfxt   dead  t  ."     And  whatever  a  man  may  be  in  his 
•outward    deporrmcnt,    however    blamelefs,    how- 
e.ver  exemplary,  yet   if  he  be   not  **  born   again, 
he  cannot   fee  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  "  if  he  have 
not  the    *'  Spirit  of    Chrift   he   is   none   of  his," 
g    and  if  Chrift   be  not  "in  him,  dwelling   in   his 
t^  Ihcart  by  faith,  he  is  a  reprobate  J."     Neither  will 


*  Tit.  i.   iG.       +  Rev.  in.  3.        X  ^  Cor.  xiii.   5. 
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the  moft  diligent  and  conflant  attendance  upon  the 
ineans  of  grace  and  ordinances  of  God,  v*'hether 
public  or  private,  unite  us  favingly  to  Chrif^,  or 
afford  fure  proof  of  our  being  polTefied  of  an  in- 
tereft  in  him.  For,  if  St.  Paul  nnay  be  credited, 
a  man  may  have  a  form  of  godlinefs  and  may  be 
deftitute  of  the  powers  and  if  the  faithful  and  true 
Witnefs  may  be  depended  upon,  the  only  true  wor^ 
Jhlppers  are  thofc  <<  that  worfhip  the  Father  in 
fpirit  and  in  truth,"  Nay,  znd  ?ls  to  good  works ^ 
even  works  of  mercy^  done  to  the  bodies  and  fouls 
of  men,  on  which  the  greateft  ftrefs  feems  to  be 
laid  by  moft,  yet  even  thefe  themfelves,  however 
largely  and  earneftly  inculcated  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, are  not,  properly  fpeaking,  the  means  where- 
by we  are  ingrafted  into  Chrifl,  nor  are  they  of 
themfelves  fufficient  evidences  that  we  belong  to 
him.  <*  For  the'  I  give  all  my  goods  to  feed  the 
poor,  fays  the  laft  mentioned  Apoftle*,  and 
have  not  love,  I  am  nothing."  For  <<  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  nothing  availeth,  but  faith  that  worketh  by 
lovet.'' 

6.  This  is  properly  the  mean  whereby  we  obtain 
this   bleffing,  even  faith  working  by  lovey  faith  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  the  glad  tidings  of  fal- 
vation  thro'  him.   For  fo  he  himfelf  tells  us,  **  God 
fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Sun,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  ftiould  not  pe- 
rifli,  but  have  everlafting  life;  he  that  believeth  on 
him  is  not  condemned,  but  he  that  believeth  not  is 
condemned  already,  becaufe  he  hath  not  believed  on 
the    name   of   the    only  begotten   Son  of   God.  " 
Thefe  words  of  our  Lord  are  echoed  by  John  the]  1 
Baptift,  and  confirmed,  if  they  need  any  confirma-J  a 
tion,  by  the  teftimony  of  all  the  Apoftles  :     **  He  i 
that  believeth  on   the   Son,"    faith   the    BaptiftJ  4 


Cor,  xiii.  3.       +  Cal.  v,  6. 

<*  hath 


OF    MRS.    FOSTER.  0.6^ 

*'  hath  everlafting  life  ;  and  he  that  belleveth  not 
the  Son,  (hall  not  fee  life  ;  but  the  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  him."  **  By  grace  are  ye  favcd  thro* 
faith,"  faith  St.  Paul:  **  The  ju(i,"  adds  he, 
*<  (hall  live  by  faith."  And  fpeaking  of  himfelf 
and  of  every  true  Chridian,  he  obferves,  "  The  life 
I  live  in  the  flefh,  I  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of 
God,  who  hath  loved  me,  and  given  himfelf  for 
me."  ^*  Thefe  things,"  fays  St.  Jo/m,  «*  have  I 
written  unto  you  that  believe  on  the  name  of  the 
Son  of  God,  that  ye  may  know  that  ye  have  eter- 
nal life,  and  that  ye  may  believe,"  that  is,  may 
continue  to  believe,  *'  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of 
God." 

7.  But  let  it  be  obferved,  that  this  faith  in  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrili,  always  preceded  by   repentance 
towards  Gody  is  not  barely  **  a  conviction  that  Je- 
<*  fus  of  Nazarethy  is  the  Chrifl:  the  Son  of  God, 
**  the  Saviour  of  the  world  :"  for  it  is  certain  the 
Devils  believe   this,  and  yet  are  not  faved,  and 
thoufands  upon  earth  have  the  fame  faith,  and  yet 
live  and  die  in  their  fins  :  Nor  is  it  merely  a  per- 
fuafion,  however  real  and  llrong,  that  he  hath  done 
and  fuffercd  all  that  is  recorded  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  concerning  him,  and  therefore  is  able  to  fave 
to  the  uttermoft,  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him. 
But,  added  to  this,  it  implies,  according  to  the  ac- 
count frequently  given  of  it  by  our  Lord   himfelf, 
and  by  his  Apoftles,  a  coming  to  him  and  confiding 
in  him  for  falvation,  together  with  the  receiving  of 
him  in  every  office  and  chara6^cr  which  he  fuftains. 
This  clearly  appears  from  the  following,  and  fuch 
like  palTages,     *'  Come  unto  me  ye  that  are  weary 
and  heavy  laden,  and  1  will  give  you  reft. — If  any 
man  thirft,   let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink. — He 
•that  COMETH  unto  me  (hall  never  hunger,  and  he 
Ihat  bclieveth  in  me  Ihall  never  thirft. — That  we 

Ihould 
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fhould  be  to  the  praife  of  his  glory  who  firft  trust- 
ed in  Chrift. — To  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God, 
€ven  to  them  that  believe  in  his  name." 

8.  Now  by  this  faith,  which  is  of  the  operation 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  are  we  engrafted  into  Chrift, 
and  made  new  creatures  in  him.  "  Old  things  are 
paffed  away,  behold  all  things  are  become  new  !'* 
The  old  man  is  put  off  and  the  new  man  is  put  on, 
and  we  are  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds,  are 
renewed  after  the  image  of  him  that  created  us. 
We  have  in  us  the  mind  that  was  in  Chrift  :  wc 
refemble  him  in  all  fpiritual  graces  and  heavenly 
virtues,  and  being  conformed  to  him  inwardly,  we 
make  it  our  care  alfo  to  copy  after  him  outwardly, 
and  to  walk  as  he  walked. 

He  then  that  lives,  and  in  confequence  thereof 
^Us  in  the  poffeflion  of  this  faith,  and  by  this  faith 
in  a  ftate  of  union  with  the  Lord  Jefus  :  He  that 
has  an  inicreji  in  him,  fo  that  he  can  fay,  My  Be- 
loved  is  mine,  and  has  drunk  into  his  Spirit,  fo  that 
he  can  teftify  he  dwells  in  me.  He  that  has  <<  Chrift 
formed  in  him  the  hope  of  glory,"  and  diligently 
follows  his  blefled  example  ;  imitating  his  humi- 
lity, refignation  and  patience  ;  his  mecknefs,  gen- 
tknefs,  and  long-fufFering  ;  his  love,  purity,  and 
obedience  ;  he  that  holds  on,  and  holds  out;  that 
overcomes  to  the  laft,  that  \s  faithful  unto  death,  and 
endures  unto  the  end;  he  certainly  (leeps  in  Jefus, 
and  is  entitled  to  all  the  bleffings  comprehended  in 
the  hope  which  the  Scripture  encourages  us  to  en- 
tertain concerning  fuch. 

But,  II.  What  is  this  Hope  ?  This  is  the  next 
thing  to  be  confidered. 

I.  With  refpedV  to  this,  I  obferve,  ift.  that  our 
hope  concerning  them  is,  that  they  owlyJJcep:  They 
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nr:  not  c/ead.  This  is  the  cxpicflion  ufcd  by  the 
Apoftle  in  my  text.  He  does  not  fay,  that  thofe,  of 
v'hom  he  fpeaks,  die,  but  that  they  JJecp  in  Jefus. 
The  fame  word  he  alfo  ufes  elfewhere,  ''  Many 
are  weak  and  iickly  among  you,  and  many  deep.*'* 
*'  We  fliall  not  all  flecp,  we  (hall  all  be  chang- 
ed t  "  But  then  we  muft  take  care  we  do  not  mif- 
underftand  the  Apoflle.  He  does  not  fpeak  this  of 
the  foul,  but  only  of  the  l>ody.  It  is  not  the  for- 
mer, but  the  latter  that  Jleeps^  JJeeps,  as  Daniel  ex- 
prelTes  it,  in  the  duji  of  the  earth,  where  certainly 
the  foul  is  not. 

2.  It  is  true,  this  diflIn6^ion  between /d?/// and 
hcdyy  believed  and  rriaintained  almoft  univerfally 
among  the  very  heathen,  is  difcarded  by  rrany 
in  our  age;  particularly  by  a  great  man,  whofe 
dovSlrine,  many  years  ago  publifhed  to  the  world, 
in  his  Difquifttions  on  Matter  and  Spirit,  and  in  his 
Philofophical  Neccffity,  is,  That  man  has  no  foul,  no 
rational  and  immortal  principle  within  him,  but 
is  a  purely  mechanical  beings  wholly  made  of  mat- 
ter, and  of  confequence,  at  death,  wholly  turna 
to  duft!  Tho'  this  unphilofophical,  unfcriptural, 
and  uncomfortable  do6trine,  is  fufiiciently  expofed 
in  two  Trails,  publiflied  two  years  ago,  which 
many  of  you  have  read,  efpecially  the  Essay  in 
proof  of  an  Immortal  fpirit  in  man  ;  yet  for  the 
fake  of  many  here  prefent  to  night,  who  have  not 
fcen  thefe  Tra6ls,  I  fhall  dwell  a  little  upon  the 
fubjedl,  and  bring  forward  again,  a  few  Texts  of 
Scripture,  which  no  wit  nor  artifice  of  man,  will 
ever  be  able  to  reconcile  with  that  fyftem.  In- 
deed the  do6lrine  of  Materialijm  is  as  contrary  to 
JQund  Philofophy,  as  it  is  to  fcriptural  Chrifiianiiy. 
Even  that  teaches,    and  has  always  taught,  that 


*  i  Cor.  xi.  30.      +   I  Cor.  xv.  51. 
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mere  matter  cannot  thinky  and  that  fpirit  cannot  <//V, 
unlefs  I  mean,  by  an  a6l  of  the  omnipotent  Crea- 
tor's will,  who  certainly  can  as  eafily  reduce  to 
r.othing,  as  he  could  call  forth  from  nothing,  any 
creature  he  has  made.  But  tho'  1  mention  this, 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  reft  this  weighty  matter 
upon  the  uncertain  decifions  of  Philofophy.  No: 
to  the  Laiv  and  the  Tejlimony  I  make  my  ap- 
peal, and  am  perfiiaded,  my  I3rethren,  that  you 
in  general  will  allow  with  me,  that  if  any  man 
fpeak  not  according  to  thefe  infallible  records, 
it  is  not  owing  to  his  fuperior  lighty  but  to  his 
greater  darhicjs.  It  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in 
him. 

3.  Among  a  multitude  of  pafTages,  which  I 
might  quote  on  this  occafion,  from  thefe  livelv 
Oracles  of  divine  Truth,  and  which  would  be  to 
my  purpofe,  the  following  feem  manifeftly  to  teach 
that  dtjiindion  between  Joul  and  body,  between 
fpirit  and  matter,  which  1  fpeak  of,  and  which  the 
church  of  Chrift  has  in  all  ages  firmly  believed. 
<«  Then  fhall  the  duft  return  to  the  earth  as  it 
was,  and  the  fpirit  fhall  return  to  God  who  gave 
it*."  **  If  Chrift  be  in  you,  yet  the  body  is 
dead,  (^^vHov.  mortal)  becaufe  of  fin,  (formerly  com- 
mitted) but  the  fpirit,  (or  foul)  is  life,  (is  immor- 
tal) becaufe  of  righteoufnefs;  and  if  he  that  raifed 
up  Chrift  from  the  dead  dwell  in  you, — he  will 
alfo  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  his  Spirit  that 
dwelleth  in  yout."  **  Fear  not  them  that  can  kill 
the  body,  but  are  not  able  to  kill  the  foul  :  but 
rather  fear  him  who  can  deftroy  both  foul  and 
body  in  Hell  tf."  <<  Whether  in  the  body,  or  out  of 
the  body,  I  cannot  rell,  (God  knoweth  :} — he  was 
caught   up  into   Paradife,   and  heard  unfpeakable 

^  Ecclef.  xii.  7.       f  Rom.  viii.  ic,  n.      %  JMatt.  x.  28. 
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things,  which  it  is  not  poiTible  for  man  to  utter  *.'* 
**  I  think  it  right,  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  Taber- 
nacle, to  flir  you  up;  knowing  that  fliortly  1  muft 
put  oft  my  Tabernacle,  even  as  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  hath  flievved  met."  Now  I  appeal  to  any 
rcafonable  man.  Heathen  or  Chrijilariy  whether 
thefe  texts  do  not  imply  that  man  has  a  JouJy 
and  whether  it  be  poltible  to  put  any  tolerable 
fenfe  upon  them,  on  the  fuppolition  that  he  has 
not? 

4.  And  that  the  foul  does  not  fleep  with  the 
body,  but  is  in  a  degree  of  happinefs  or  mifery 
immediately  after  death,  is  equally  manifeft,  from 
the  fame  infpired  writings. 

**  The  beggar  died,  and  was  carried  by  Angels 
into  Abraham's  bofom.  The  rich  man  alfo  died, 
and  was  buried  :  and  in  hell  lie  lift  up  his  eyes, 
being  in  torments,  and  feeth  Abraham  afar  off,  and 
Lazarus  in  his  bofom  \  ."  And  that  this  is  a  re- 
prefentation  of  what  happens  immediately  after 
death,  and  not  of  what  will  take  place  at  the  fe- 
cond  coming  of  Chiift,  when  all  the  dead  will  be 
raifcd,  and  the  living  changed,  is  plain  from  the 
27th  and  aSth  verfes,  in  which  we  are  informed 
that  while  this  paffed  in  the  invifible  world,  the 
rich  man's  brethren  were  ftill  alive  upon  the 
earth,  living,  it  feems,  in  an  ungodly  manner, 
and  therefore  he  wifhed  them  to  be  warned 
^*  left  they  alfo  (hould  come  into  that  place  of 
torment." 

5.  In  the  9th  verfe  of  the  fame  chapter,  our 
Lord  reprefents  thofe  w  horn  we  have  relieved  by 
the  inatmnon  of  unrighteoujncjsy  and  made  our 
friends,  as  ready  (fuppofing  they  go  before  us)  to 
receive    us    "   when   we  fail,"    that   is,    plainly, 

*  2  Cor.   xii.   3,  4.        +2  Pet.  i.    13,   14.        j  LuJ^e  xvi.   ai. 
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"when  we  die,   *'  into  everlafting  habitations."     St. 
Paulj  in   the   6th   to  the  Hchrezusj  fpeaks  of  fome 
as  already  <<  inheriting  the  promifes;    thro*  faith 
and   patierce,"  and   exhorts  us  to  be  followers  of 
them;  and  in  the  12th  Chapter,  informs  us,  who 
and   where   they  are.     For  fpeaking  of  "  Mount 
Sion,  the  City  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Je- 
rufalem,"  he  not  only  mentions  <*  God  the  Judge 
of  all,  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  New  Covenant, 
an  innumerable  company  of  Angels,  and  the  gene- 
ral  affembly  and  church  of  the  firft-borni"  but 
alfo   particularly   names  **  the  fpirits  of   the  juft 
made  perfe61:,"  as  one  particular  clafs  of  inhabi- 
tants in  that  heavenly  world.     In  confiftency  with 
which,    one    of    the    fcenes  of   that  divine   book 
■which  clofes  the  facrcd  Canon  of  Scripture,  prc- 
fents   us   with  a  view  of  the  fouls  of  the  martyrs, 
not  dead,    nor  aJJeepj    hut   alive  and  a61ive,    yea 
**  crying  with  a  loud  voice,  and  faying.  How  long, 
O  Lord,  thou  Holy  One  and  True,  doft  thou  not 
avenge  our  blood   on  them   that  dwell    upon  the 
earth?"      St.   Peter  informs  us  of   <^  Spirits  in 
prifon,    which    were   formerly  difobedient,    when 
once  the  long-fuffering  of  God  waited  in  the  days 
of  Noah,    while  the  Ark  was   preparing."     And 
as  our   Lord    himfelf  proves,   from   the  words  of 
God   to   Mofes  at   the  Bulh,  that  Ahrahamy  IJaac^ 
and  Jacob y   were   then   alive y    fo   all   the   Evange- 
lifts,  that  have  recorded  the  wonderful  fadt  of  our 
Lord's  transfiguration  on  the  mount,  have  alfo  been 
particular  in  informing  us,  that  there  appeared  unto 
him   Mofes  and  Elias.     Now  of  **  Mofes,   the  fer- 
vant  of  the  Lord,"  it  is  certain   that  he  *'  died, 
and   that   the    Lord   buried  him   in   a  valley  over 
sgainll   Beth-peor,    tho'    no   man   knoweth   of  his 
fepulchre  unto  this  day."     thy   therefore,   at  leaft, 
muft  have  been  a  departed  fpirit,  and  a  fpiritnot 
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njtecpy  certainly,  but  awake,  intelligent  and  active  ; 
tor  he  as  well  as  Eliasy  converfed,  in  iome  un- 
known way,  with  our  Lord,  refpe^^ing  the  de- 
ceafe  which  he  fhould  accomplifh  at  yerufalem. 
The  difciples  therefore  when  they  thought  they 
had  feen  a  fpint^  tho'  miftaken  as  to  the  faS^f^ 
yet  were  not  mifiaken  as  to  tlieir  theory.  Such 
a  thing  might  be  that  a  Jprrit  might  appear, 
which  indeed  our  Lord  allows  in-  his  dif- 
courfe  with  them  on  that  occafion,  faying,  <*  A 
fpirit  hath  not  flefh  and  bones  as  you  fee  ms 
have." 

6.  B'jt  to  put  this  matter  beyond  all  dlfpute,  I 
will  quote  a  few  texts  more,  which  not  only  prove 
the  foul  to  be  diftin6t  from  the  body,  and  fhew  that 
it  does  not  Jleep,  but  give  us  clear  and  fatisfa6\ory 
information  where  the  fouls  of  the  faithful'  de- 
parted this  life  are,  viz.  zvith  Jeftis.  As  it  is  de- 
clared by  St.  Pauly  in  the  ncxr  Chapter,  to  have 
been  the  defign  of  our  Lord  \\\  dying  for  us,  **  that 
whether  we  fleep  or  wake  (die  or  live)  we  might 
live  together  with  him,"  fo  we  find  him  demanding 
of  his  Father  this  privilege  for  all  his  difciples  be- 
fore he  died,  faying,  <«  Father,  I  will  that  thofe 
whom  thou  haft  given  me  be  with  me  where  1  am, 
that  they  may  behold  the  glory  which  thou  haft 
given  me*."  And  knowing  that  his  Father  heard 
him  always,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  commended 
his  own  Spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  Father,  he 
promifed  this  to  the  dying  Thief,  in  the  following 
well-known  v/ords,  **  Verily,  I  fay  unto  thee, 
this  day  (halt  thou  be  with  me  in  Paradife."  Nay, 
and  before  this,  knowing  how  great  would  be  the 
efficacy  of  his  death,  and  the  prevalcncy  of  his 
interccfllon,  he  promifed  the  fame  privilege  to  all 

*  John  xvii.   24. 
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his  then  difciples,  yea  to  all  that  (hould  believe, 
on  him  in  every  nation  and  age,  faying,  "If  I  go 
to  prepare  a  place  tor  you,  I  will  connc  and  receive 
you  to  myfelf,  that  where  I  am,  ye  may  be  alio." 
**  He  that  believeth  on  me,  tho*  he  die  (xai» 
a-sroSavTj)  yet  fliall  he  live,  and  he  that  liveth  and 
believeth  in  me,  fliall  never  die."  According 
to  what  he  had  teflified  before,  <*  This  is  the 
bread  that  came  down  from  heaven,  that  a  man 
may  eat  thereof  and  not  die  :  if  a  man  eat  of 
this  bread,  he  (ball  live  for  ever."  **  Verily, 
verily,  1  fay  unto  you,  if  a  man  keep  my  words, 
he  fh'all  never  fee  death  *." 

7.  The  Apoftles  and  primitive  Chriflians,  guid-. 
ed  as  they  were  by  the  infallible  Spirit  of  their 
Head,  certainly  underflood  the  meaning  of  thefe 
gracious  declarations  and  promifes  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  in  what  light  they  underftood  them, 
they  themfelves  have  informed  us.  **  Lord  Je- 
fus, "  faid  dying  Stephen^  *'  receive  my  Spirit.  " 
*^  We  know,  fays  St.  Paul^  if  the  earthly  houfe 
of  this  tabernacle  were  dilTolved,  we  have  a  build- 
ing of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eter- 
nal in  the  heavens.  For  in  this  we  groan  earn- 
eftly,  defiring  to  be  clothed  upon  with  our  houfe 
which  is  from  heaven  ; — knowing,  that  while  we 
fojourn  in  the  body,  we  are  abfent  from  the  Lord. — 
We  are  confident,  (I  fay)  and  willing,  rather  to  be 
abfent  from  the  body  and  to  be  present  with  the 
Lord.  And  we  labour,  whether  prefent  or  ab- 
fent, to  be  accepted  of  him."  The  fame  Apoftle 
fpeaking  of  himfelf,  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Phi- 
lippiansy  fays,  "  To  me  to  live  is  Chrifl,  and 
TO  die  is  gain.  And  what  I  (hould  choofe  I 
knovi7  not.  For  I  am  in  a  ftrait  between  two, 
having  a  defirc  ro  depart,  and  be  with  Christ, 

*  John  vi.  49,  &  viii.  51. 
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yxhkh  is  far  better  ; — but  to  remain  in  the  flcfh  is 
more  needful  for  you.  And  being  perfuaded  of 
this,  1  know  that  I  fliall  remain  and  continue  with 
you  all,  for  your  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith,  that 
your  rejoicing  may  be  more  abundant  thro'  Jefus 
Chrift,  by  my  coming  to  you  again  " 

8.  Now  thefe  are  a  few  of  the  Scriptures,  on 
which  we  ground  our  hope,  rcfpcc^ing  the  im- 
viedinte  happinefs  of  fuch  as  jlccp  in  J  ejus.  On 
tills  foundation,  we  believe,  ift,  that  the  foul  is 
diJlUid  from  the  body,  and  outlives  it :  idly,  that 
it  does  not  Jlccp  :  and  3dly,  that  the  fouls  of  the 
faithful  are  with  Jcjus.  And  let  him  who  is  able 
come  forward,  and  remove  our  foundation.  Let 
any,  who  can,  (hew  us,  either  that  there  are  no 
fuch  texts  in  the  Bible,  or,  if  there  be,  that  we 
iriiflake  their  meaning:  or  if  he  can  do  neither  of 
thefe,  let  him  prove  to  us  that  the  Bible  is  not  of 
God,  and  that  Jefus  Chrill:  and  his  Apoftles  are 
not  to  be  depended  on.  Till  one  or  other,  or  all 
of  thefe  things  be  done,  we  Hiall  hold  faft  our 
confidence  and  hope,  refpcfling  our  departed  friends 
that  have  lived  and  died  in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and 
in  the  love  of  God,  and  (liall  believe  firmly  the 
voice  from  heaven,  which  St.  John  heard  pro- 
nouncing the  *<  dead  bleffed,  that  die  in  the 
Lord  :  ''  and  commanding  him  to  write  the  cheer- 
ing declaration  :  We  fliall  depend  upon  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  infallible  Spirit,  which  condefcendcd 
to  fet  his  fcal  to  the  reviving  and  comfortable  doc- 
trine, in  the  following  remarkable  words,  **  Yea, 
faith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  reft  (literally,  may 
be  rcfrcflicd)  after  their  labours,  tta  oiva.7Ta.vaw\a,i  bm. 
Tic'i  yoTTuv  avluv  ;   and  their  works  follow  them." 

9.  In  the  mean  time,  a  2d  branch  of  our  hope 
is,  that  even  their  bodies  are  not  loft,  nay  are  not 
Jeady  at  leaft  not  finally  and  for  ever.  They  only 
Jleepy    *<flecp,   as   Daniel   fays,  in  the  duft  of  the 
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earth."  The  death  of  the  bodies  of  the  faints  is 
very  properly  termed  f.eep.  In  fleep  thc.fcnfcs  arc 
all  locked  up,  the  members  lie  motionlefs,  and  the 
body  is  at  reft.  Juft  fo  at  death,  VfQ  fee  not  with 
thefe  eyes,  hear  not  with  thefe  ears,  tajie  not  with 
this  palate,  and  are  not  fenfible  of  any  objeds  that 
furround  us.  All  our  members  are  lifelefs  and 
motionlefs,  cold  and  unfeeling. 

*'  The  languiihing  head  is  at  reft, 
**  Its  thinking  and  aching  are  o'er; 

'*  The  quiet,  immoveable  breafl 
**  Is  heav'd  by  affiidion  no  more  : 

♦    "  This  heart  is  no  longer  the  feat 

**  Of  trouble,  and  torturing  pain  ; 
♦*  It  ceafes  to  flutter  and  beat, 
♦*  It  never  fiiall  flutter  again.'* 

The  Fever  no  longer  rages  and  burns.  The 
Stone  no  longer  racks  and  torments.  The  Con- 
Jumptlon  no  longer  wafres  and  enfeebles.  The 
fainting  oi  weaknefs,  and  the  anguifh  of  j>^/;f,  are 
felt  and  fufFered  no  more.  The  cold  clay  is  as 
void  o{  Jenje  as  it  is  of  motion,  and  is  as  far  re- 
moved from  perception^  as  from  acfivity. 

*'  This  eirth  is  affeded  no  more 

**  With  iicknefs,  or  ihaken  with  pain  ; 

*'  The  war  in  the  members  is  o'er, 
**  And  never  Ihall  vex  him  again  : 

♦*  No  anger  henceforward  or  fhame 
*'  Shall  redden  the  innocent  clay ; 
**  Extind  is  the  animal  flame, 
-   "  And  paffion  is  vanifli'd  away." 

10.  This  is  the  greateft  blefling  of  all,  that  the 
fejh  no  longer  *'  lufts  againft  the  fpirit, "  and  that 
the  corruptible  body  no  longer  prefles   down   the 
foul.     The  cage  is  broken,  and  the  confined  cap- 
tive 
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five  has  recovered  its  liberty.     The  prifon   walls 
are  fallen  down,  and  the  prifoner  is  fet  free.    The 
cumbrous  clay  is  fliaken  off,  and  the  winged  Seraph 
has  found  its  way  to  the  throne  of  the  Mojl  High^ 
in   whofe   prefence  it  adores   and   burns,  converfes 
with  its  fellow   rpirits,   and   drinks   immorfal  life 
and   felicity.     Nor  is   this  the  fummit  of  its   ho- 
nour, or  the  confummation  of  its  joy.      A  robe  of 
glory  is  provided  to  clothe  it :  a  palace  of  pleafurc 
is  built  to  accommodate  it.    A  new  body  iliall  arife 
out  of  the  a(hes  of  the  fallen  tabernacle,  which  it 
(hall  be  no  difgrace  to  a  fon  or  daughter  of  the. 
Lord  Almighty  to  wear.     A  body  healthy^  vigorous y 
immortal ;  free  from  every  infirmity,  and  incapable 
of  any  kind  or  degree  of  pain  :   a  body   that  fhalT 
be  luminous y  bright,  zr\d  Jplendid,   a61ive  as  a  flame 
of  fire,  and  quick  as  the  forked  lightning  :   a   fpi- 
ritual  bodv,  conformed  unto  Chrift's  glorious  body. 
II.   This  is  the  principal  reafon  why  the  death 
of  the  body  is  termed  its  Jleep.      It  is  to  affure  us, 
it  fhall  awake  again.     For  *'  all  that  fleep  in  the 
duft  of  the  earth  fhall  awake.  "     The   Lord  Jefus- 
will  come  and  awake  them.     They  fliall  <*  hear 
his  voice  and   live:"  (hail   *<  hear  his   voice  and 
come  forth,"  they  that  fleep  in  him,  <<  to  the   re- 
furredlion  of  life,"  and  they  that  fleep  not  in  him,. 
**  to  the  refurrecflion  of  damnation  "  And  oh !  what 
a  time  fhall  that  be  !     As  one  obferves,    *<  Who* 
**  can    now    conceive   the   rapture  with    which  fo 
<-<  many  millions  fliall  ftart  up  at  once  from   their 
**  beds  of  dufi,  all  arrayed  in  robes  of  glory,  and,. 
**  fpurning  the  earth  in  which  they  have  been   fo 
*<  long  entombed,  and  all  that  is  mortal  and  cor- 
<<  ruptible,  fhall  foar  aloft  in  one  joyful  company, 
<«  with  thofe  who  fliall  then  be   found  alive,  *  to 
<*  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  '    forming  a    mighty 
**  hofl,  « bright  as  the  fun,  clear  as  the  moon,  and 
*<  awful  a«  an  army  with  banners." 

M  5  12.  To 
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12.  To  enlarge  a  little  upon  this  animatlnf]r  fub- 
je6t.  It  appears  from  the  Apofth's  difcourfe  con- 
cerning it  *  that,  though,  ftri6tly  fpeaking,  it  is 
not  thc/ame  body  which  died  that  is  raifcd  again, 
yet  out  of  the  fubftance  of  the  body  which  fell  fhall 
a  new  body  arife,  not  in  a  natiiral  hmfupej'nafufal 
way,  by  an  extraordinary  and  miraculous  exertion 
of  the  almighty  power  of  God.  And  it  appears 
too,  that  the  death  of  the  body  is  fo  far  from  being 
any  obftru6tion  to  its  refurrediion,  that  it  is  a  ne- 
ceflary  means  in  order  thereto.  **  That  which  thou 
foweft,  fays  he,  is  not  quickened  except  it  die.  And 
thou  foweft  not  that  body  which  fhall  be,  but  the 
bare  grain; — and  God  giveth  it  a  body  as  it  hath 
pleafed  him,  and  to  each  of  the  feeds  its  own  body.'* 
God  therefore  will  give  human  creatures,  human 
bodies,  bodies  JultabU  and  peculiar  to  their  kind  ; 
but  wonderfully  changed  from  what  they  are  at 
prefent. 

13.  For  **  it  is  fown  (an  expreffive  word,  com- 
mitted as  feed  to  the  groundj  in  corruption,"  not 
only  having  the  principles  of  corruption  in  its  com-  ' 
polition  and  naturally  tending  to  decay,  but  already 
beginning  to  putrify,  diffolve  and  turn  to  the  duft 
out  of  which  it  was  taken  :  *^  it  (hall  be  raifed  in 
incorruption, "  having  no  fuch  principle  in  its 
frame,  but  utterly  incapable  of  either  diflblution 
or  decay.  Again  ;  whereas  <*  it  is  fown  in  weak- 
nefs,  "  deprived  even  of  the  feeble  ftrength  it  once 
enjoyed,  and  now  unable  to  help  itfelf;  **  it  is 
laifed  in  power,  "  in  vigour,  ftrength  and  avf^ivity 
far  beyond  what  we  can  now  conceive,  one  man 
pofliefTing,  I  will  not  fay  the  power  of  a  million, 
or  of  the  whole  human  race,  for  what  comparifon 
can  be  made  between  mortal  and  immortal^  be- 

*  I  Cor,  XV. 

tween 
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tween  c/i/Ji  of  the  earth,  and  JIames  of  fire  P  between 
crawling  infeSlSy  and  fpiritual  beings  P — but  the 
power  of  an  Angel  of  God.  And  we  know  how 
foon  one  Angel  flew  in  the  camp  of  the  Affyri- 
ansy  one  hundred  and  fourfcore  and  five  thoufand 
men  ! 

14.  He  informs  jjs  further,  *'  It  is  Town  in 
diflionour,"  our  prcfcnt  body  being  at  the  bell, 
fo  unclean,  fo  infirm,  fo  uncomely,  that  it  is  (as 
the  Apoflle  exprclfes  it  *  ,  the  body,  -r,:  T^Trsuwcrji^ 
Yuwv,  of  our  humiliation.  For  it  is  not  an  honour 
but  a  dif grace  to  a  Son  of  the  Moft  High,  an  heir 
of  the  God  of  Glory,  to  appear  in  fuch  mean  and 
mortal  clothing  ;  and  at  the  time  of  if;  difiolution, 
when  it  is  fown  in  tlic  earth,  it  is  (hocking  to  be- 
hold, even  to  thofe  that  loved  it  befi  :  but  **  it  is 
raifed  in  glory,"  in  a  glory,  according  to  Daniel, 
like  that  of  the  hrightnefs  of  the  frmamentj  or  of 
the  farsy  and  according  to  our  Lord,  like  that  of 
the  Sun,  Ihining  in  hi$  llrengrh  For  **  the  rigii- 
teous,  fays  he,  Ihall  fliine  forth  as  the  Sun  in  the 
kingdom  of  their  Father."  **  He  fliall  change 
our  vile  body,"  fays  St.  Paul,  the  body  which 
now,  in  our  fallen  ftate,  finks  us  fo  low,  and  fo 
Ihockingly  difplays  that  fin  brings  Jhame  :  he  fhall 
change  this,  and  **  make  it  conformable  to  his 
own  glorious  body."  Of  the  glory  of  this  body 
our  Lord  feems  to  have  intended  to  give  his  dif- 
ciples  a  fpecimcn  when,  being  transfigured  before 
them,  **  his  countenance  fhone  as  the  Sun,  and 
his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light ;" — *<  white  and 
glillering,"  fays  another  Evangelifi  \ — **  fliining ex- 
ceeding white,  as  fnow,  fuch  as  no  fuller  upon 
earth  can  whiten,"  fays  another.  Certainly  it 
will  be  fuch  as  no  mortal  eye  could  bear  to  be- 
hold. 

*   Phil.   iii.    21. 

M  6  15.  One 
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15.  One  thing  more  the  Apof^le  obferves,  "It 
is  fown  a  natural  (or  animal)  body,"  a  body  of 
flefh  and  blood,  grofs  and  gravitating  ;  breathing, 
eating,  drinking,  fleeping,  and  by  theie  means  nou- 
rifhed  and  fupported  like  the  bodies  of  brutes. 
**  It  is  raifed  a  fpiritual  body,"  of  a  moft  refined 
contexture,  pure,  fubtile,  and  acSlive  as  light,  en- 
dued with  qualities  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  and  raif- 
ed far  above  the  need  of  thefe,  or  any  fuch  like 
animal  refre(hments.  For  if,  *<as  was  the  earthy," 
the  firft  man  Adam  after  his  fall,  "  fuch  be  they 
alfo  that  are  earthy,"  that  are  defcended  from  him ; 
in  like  manner,  <<  as  is  the  heavenly,"  the  fecond 
man,  the  Lord  from  heaven,  **  fuch  are  they  alfo 
that  are  heavenly,"  that  were  in  him,  new  crea- 
tures, while  on  earth,  and  have  flept  in  him. 
They  fhall  be  conformed  to  him  in  body,  as  well 
as  in  fouly  and  (hall  as  certainly  <*  bear  the  image 
of  the  heavenly"  as  ever  they  bore  *<  the  image 
of  the  earthly."  If  therefore,  my  brethren,  we 
are  <<  now  the  fons  of  God,"  we  need  not  be  anx- 
ious or  uneafy,  tho'  **  it  doth  not  yet  fully  appear 
what  we  fhall  be,  for  we  know  that  when  he  lliall 
appear  we  fhall  be  like  him,  for  we  (hall  fee  him 
as  he  is,"  which,  it  is  certain,  in  our  prefent  ftate, 
we  could  not  bear  to  do. 

16.  As  to  the  time  when  this  wonderful  change 
Ihall  be  wrought,  and  the  circumfiances  attending  it, 
the  Apoftle  informs  us,  and  that,  as  he  fays,  *<by 
the  word  of  the  Lord,"  by  an  exprefs  revelation 
from  the  Lord.  <<  If  we  believe,  fays  he,  that 
Jefus  died  and  rofe  again,  even  fo  thofe  alfo  that 
fleep  in  Jefus  will  God  bring  with  him  ;"  that  is, 
plainly,  he  will  bring  their  fouls  with  him,  for  as 
o  th  eir  bodies,  they,  ftridlly  fpeaking,  are  not  with 

im    now,  but  with  us  here  on  earth.     But  their 
(quIs  or  Jpirits  being  with  him,  as  we  have  feen, 

from 
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from  the  moment  of  their  quitting  the  body,  he 
will  bring  them  with  him,  when  he  returns,  partly 
to  grace  his  triumph,  and  partly  to  be  again  re- 
united to  the  bodies  they  had  left  behind,  which 
(hall  now  be  raifed,  changed  and  glorified,  and 
made  fuitable  habitations  for  them.  *'  For,  adds 
he,  *<  we  who  are  alive,  and  remain  unto  the  com- 
ing of  the  Lord,  (liall  not  prevent,"  fliall  not  be 
beforehand  with,  or  enjoy  any  privilege  above 
**  thofe  who  are  afleep.  For  the  Lord  himfelf, 
viz.  Jefus  fhall  defcend  from  heaven  with  a  fhout,'* 
xEAttCT/xol.  literally  a  fliout  of  triumph,  or  a  procla- 
mation made  by  a  great  multitude, probably  by  thofe 
"  armies  of  heaven  that  follow  him"  and  thofe 
*'  thoufand  thoufands  that  miniderunto  him,"  *<  with 
the  voice  of  the  Archangel,"  a  voice  fo /(jw^  and 
tremendousy  that  it  fliall  not  only  be  heard  by  all 
the  living,  but  accompanied  with  the  divine  power, 
(liall,  it  fcems,  even  awake  the  dead.  The  Apof- 
tle  adds,  **  and  with  the  Trump  of  God,"  found- 
ing, no  doubt,  much  louder  and  more  awfully 
than  that  which  was  heard  by  the  Camp  of  JJraely 
from  Mount  Sinai ,  when  the  Law  was  given,  tho* 
that  *<  Ihook  the  whole  mountain  fo  that  it  quaked 
greatly,  and  all  the  people  in  the  camp  trembled," 
yea,  Mofes  himfelf,  accuftomed  as  he  was  to  the 
moft  terrible  difplays  of  the  divine  glory,  confeffed 
<*  I  exceedingly  fear  and  quake." 

17.  The  Apoftle  goes  on,  *<  And  the  dead  in 
Chrift  (hall  rife  firO,  "  that  is,  before  the  liv- 
ing are  changed,  fpringing  forth  out  of  their 
beds  of  duft  in  forms  of  glory,  and  riling  up 
into  the  air  in  countlefs  multitudes,  from  every 
part  of  the  habitable  globe,  yea  in  thoufands  and 
myriads  from  the  bottom  of  the  great  deep,  from 
the  unfcen  caverns  of  the  mighty  and  immenfe 
ocean.    Then,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  aa 

eye. 
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eye,  at  tlie  found  of  the  laft  Trump,  the  living^ 
(hall  be  changed.  Without  any  effort  of  their's, 
they  Ihall  put  oft  the  mortal  clothing,  and  (hall 
put  on  the  immortal  ;  (liall  fuddcnly  feel  them- 
felvcs  transformed  in  all  their  powers;  changed 
from  (lull,  J?eavy,  inatiive  lumps  of  clay,  to  fpiritual 
and  immortal  Beings:  Shall  tread  upon  the  air, 
fliall  life  into  the  ikies,  flmll  afccnd  and  foar 
away  with  their  new-raifed  friends  and  compa- 
nions, to  meet  their  heavenly  Lord.  Him  they 
loved  when  unfeen,  in  confiderjition  of  what  they 
believed  he  had  done  and  fufiered  for  them.  But 
now,  with  fliouts  of  joy  and  iriumph,  they  wel- 
come his  approach  :  for  he  appeal s  the  fecond  time 
without  fm  to  their  final  and  everlafling  falvation, 
and  renders  himfelf  and  all  his  glories  vilible  to 
the  firong  and  powerful  view  of  their  fpiritual  and 
immortal  bodies,  polTcfTed  of  perfeSf  and  unwearied 
vifion.  Being  owned  by  him  as  his  followers,  and 
confelTed  and  acquitted  at  his  judgment  feat,  they 
are  made  affeiTors  with  him  in  judgment  on  evil 
men  and  angels,  approving  and  applauding  the  righ- 
teous fentence  which  will  then  be  pafTed,  and  join- 
ing in  the  condemnation  of  the  enemies  of  God 
and  of  his  Chrift. 

1 8.  And  while  thefe  (hall  '*  go  away  into  ever- 
lafting  punifhmcnt,"  the  righteous  (hall  be  received 
into  life,  and  felicity  eternal.  For  their's  fliall 
not  be  the  triumph  of  a  day,  a  year,  ten  thoufand 
years,  nor  of  any  limited  duration  of  time,  how- 
ever long  :  but  they  fliall  be  *•*■  ever  with  the  Lord." 
This  will  indeed  be  the  confummation  of  their  fe- 
licity, viz.  the  Eternity  of  it.  As  it  knows  no  mea- 
jurey  but  is  unbounded  in  degree  ;  fo  it  fhall  know 
v\o  period y  but  fliall  be  unlimited  in  duration.  **  He 
that  is  holy  fhall  be  holy  ftill  : "  he  that  is  happy 
fhall  be  happy  flill.  They  (hall  go  no  more  out 
of  the  heavenly  city,  the  city  that  has  the  glory  of 

God  j 
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God  ;  whofe  **  windows  are  like  a  precious  ftone, 
clear  as  cryftal ;"  whore  <*  W'alls  are  jafpcr  ;"  yea 
are  **  adorned  with  all  manner  of  precious  ftones  ;" 
whofe  '*  rtrcets  are  of  pure  ^r)l(i,  tranfparent  as 
glafs  :"  a  city  that  has  **  no  Temple,  for  ilie  Lord 
God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb  are  the  Temple  of 
it;"  that  <*  has  no  need  of  the  fun  or  moon  to 
Ihine  in  it,  for  the  glory  of  God  doth  enlighten  it, 
and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof:"  A  city  tliere- 
fore,  where  there  is  no  night  ;  where  there  fhall 
be  no  more  curfe,"  no  fin,  forrow  nor  fufFcring  of 
any  kind  :  **  but  the  Throne  of  God  and  of  the 
Lamb  fliall  be  in  it,  and  his  fervants  fhall  ferve 
him,  and  they  (hall  fee  his  face,  and  his  Name 
fliall  be  on  their  foreheads,  and  they  fhall  rcigii 
for  ever  and  ever:"  every  fubjedt  being  a  King, 
and  every  king  a  Son  and  heir  of  the  Mort  High  : 
**  an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint  heir  with  Jefus 
Chrift." 

*'  Oh  ye  bleft  fcenes  of  permanent  delight ! 

"  Full  above  meafure  !   lailing  beyond  bounds  ! 

**  A  perpetuity  of  blifs,  is  blifs! 

*'  Could  ye,  fo  rich  in  raptures,  fear  an  end, 

**  That  ghailly  thought  would  drink  up  ail  your  joy, 

**  And  quite  unp.iradife  the  realms  of  blifs  ! " 

19.  But  it  may  be  afked,  What  certainty  have 
we  of  all  this  ?  What  is  the  foundation  of  our 
hope,  refpeding  thefe  important  particulars  ?  The 
Apoftle  informs  us  in  the  words  of  our  Text.  **  If 
we  believe,  fays  he,  that  Jefus  died  and  rofe  again, 
even  fo,  them  alfo  that  flcep  in  Jefus  will  God 
bring  with  him."  Yxom  the  death  and  refurrec- 
tion  of  Chrift,  we  infer  the  certainty  of  our  refur- 
re61ion  and  immortality.  For,  not  to  mention  that 
the  Immortality  of  the  foiily  and  the  Refurrettion  of 
the  body  were,  as   we  have  feen,    two  important 

branches 
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branches  of  the  do<5lrine  which  he  taught,  and  that 
his  death  and  refurredtion  fealed  and  confirmed  his 
do(firinc,  and  demon  (Crated  the  infallible  truths  as 
well  as  deep  importance  of  every  part  of  it  ;  let  it 
be  obferved,  that  he  died  and  rofe  again,  not 
merely  for  himjelf,  but  alfo  and  efpecially  for  us  : 
not  as  an  individual  of  Adatns  race,  bur  as  a  public 
j>erfon,  an  Head  and  Reprefentative  of  all  the  faith- 
ful. He  died  and  rofe  as  the  Second  Adam ^  and 
all  mankind,  particularly  the  righteous,  died  and 
rofe  in  him.  He  pafTed  thro'  death  into  life  as 
our  Fore-runner  \  as  the  Firji-fruits  of  them  that 
flept,  or  fhould  afterwards  deep  in  him  ;  and  the 
whole  harveft  of  the  faithful  dead  (hall  follow 
after;  fhall  feel  the  virtue  of  his  refurredion  ; 
and  be  drawn  by  him  into  life  and  immortality  ; 
yea,  and  the  impenitent  and  difobedient  alfo,  al- 
tho'  to  them  it  will  not  be  an  happy  but  a  raifera- 
ble  immortality.  **  For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even 
fo  in  Chrift  (hall  all  be  made  alive." 

He,  who  by  his  death  and  refurre61ion  ihewed 
himfelf  to  be  the  Prince  of  Life^  who  when  impri- 
foned  in  death  *'  could  not  be  holden  by  it;'* 
who  when  he  had  voluntarily  laid  down  his  life, 
manifefted  that  he  **  had  power  to  take  it  again  :  " 
he  who  <*  liveth  and  was  dead,  and  is  alive  for 
evermore,  and  hath  the  keys  of  death  and  of  the 
invifible  world;" — he  will  not  only  take  charge 
of  our  departing  fpirits,  when  like  dying  Stephen^ 
we  (hall  commit  them  to  him,  faying,  **  Lord 
Jefus,  receive  my  fpirit!  "  but  he  will  alfo  **  change 
our  vile  body  and  faihion  it  like  unto  his  own  glo- 
rious body,  by  the  mighty  working,  whereby  he  is 
able  to  fubdue  all  things  unto  himfelf." 

We  may  jgin,  theretore;  the  Author  laft  quoted, 
and  fay," — 

. «  lx\, 
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'*  In  his  blcft  Life 


'*  1  fee  xht  pathy  and  in  his  Death  ih^  price, 

**  And  in  his  great  yJj'cent,  \.\\e  proof  fupreme 

**  Of  immortality. — And  did  he  rife? 

*•  Hear,   O  yc  Nations  !   hear  it,  O  ye  dead  ! 

'*  He  rofe  !  He  rofe  1  He  burlt  the  bars  of  death! 

"  Whofe  nature,  then, 

'*  Took  wing,  and  mounted  with  him  to  the  Ikies  ? 
**  Then,  then,  I  rofe ;  then  fnft  Humanity 
'*  Triumphant  paffed  the  Cryftal  Ports  of  blifs, 
*'  (Stupendous  gueft  !)  and  ieiz'd  eternal  youth^ 
**  Seiz'd  in  our  name  1  '* 

And  now,  my  brethren,  fay,  if  thofcy  who 
know  and  belir.'c  thefe  things,  have  any  caufe  to 
grieve  immoderately  on  account  of  the  departure 
of  their  friends,  who  have  <*  flept  in  Jefus,  " 
and  arc  gone  hence  to  partake  of  this  felicity  and 
glory. 

III.  This  was  the  third  particular  to  be  con- 
lidered.  But  having  enlarged  fo  much  on  the  laft 
head,   I  (hall  pafs  it  over  (lightly. 

1.  The  Apoftlc,  obfcrve,  does  not  forbid  our 
fcrrowing,  but  only  our  forrowing  as  <*  thofc 
that  have  no  hope.  "  And  furely  the  do61rine 
we  have  this  day  had  under  confideration  is  well 
calculated  to  produce  that  effe6\.  It  may  not, 
indeed,  entirely  remove  our  forrow  :  it  may  not 
make  us  Sfoicks,  or  render  us  hard  and  unfeel- 
ing. It  is  not  intended  by  the  Author  of 
our  nature  that  it  fliould.  He  has  implanted 
AffeSfions  in  us,  and  it  is  not  his  will  to  eradi- 
cate thefe  afFe6lions,  or  to  forbid  their  being  excited 
at  proper  times,  and  in  a  proper  meafurc.  The 
Alan  Jefu^y  wept  at  the  grave  of  Lazarus j  and 
certainly  was  not  blamable  for  fo  doing.  **  For 
he  did  no  (in,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his- 
mputh."     And  now  he  is   in  heaven,  he  fympa- 

thizes 
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thizes  with  us,  and  is  <*  touched  with  the  feeling 
of  our  infirmities."  We  therefore  may  forrow. 
Nature  may  (hed  a  tear  over  thofe  we  love.  But, 
in  the  mid  ft  of  all,  we  muft  pcffefs  our  fouls  in  pa- 
tience ^  and  remain  mafters  of  our  reafon  and  of 
our  peaccj  believing  that  God  doth  **  all  things 
well,*'  and  that  *'  all  things  work  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God." 

2.  To  be  a  little  more  particular.  To  mourn 
the  dead,  efpecially  thofe  that  have  died  in  the 
Lord,  is  not  only  lazuful  but  commendable.  It  is  a 
duty.  The  not  doing  it  is  reproved  by  God  himfelf 
as  z  ftn.  **  The  righteous  perifheth,  fays  he  *,  and 
no  man  layeth  it  to  heart."  And,  it  is  threatened 
as  a  curfe  to  Jchoiachim^  the  fon  of  yofiah,  that 
he  fhould  die  imlamerited^  and  be  buried  with  the 
burial  of  an  Afs  t  .  But  we  muCi  not  forrow  **  as 
others,  who  have  no  hope  :  "  We,  who  have  the 
Bible  in  our  hands,  and  to  whom  '*  life  and  im- 
mortality are  brought  to  light  by  the  Gofpel,'* 
muft  not  forrow  as  the  Heathen,  who  being  with- 
out the  facred  Scriptures,  **  without. God,  and 
without  Chrift,  aliens  from  the  common  wealth 
of  Ifrael,  and  Grangers  to  the  covenants  of  pro- 
mife,"  were  alfo  <*  without  hope"  as  to  another 
life,  not  affured  even  of  the  immortality  of  the 
foul,  and  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  refurredlion 
of  the  body.  Hence,  confidering  their  friends  as 
lojl,  and  never  expe61ing  to  fee  them  again,  they 
forrowed  cxceffively,  and  frequently  exprcfled 
their  forrow  by  cutting  their  flefli,  making  them- 
felves  bald,  finging  doleful  fongs,  and  uttering  la- 
mentable ejaculations,  a  cuftom  which  it  feems, 
the  Jews  in  our  Lord's  time  had  learned  \  .  Now 
we   who  are  affured   of  the  great  and  comfortable 

*  Jfa.   Ivii.    1.        f  Jer.   xxu.    i8,    ry.        %  Mat.  ix.  23. 
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truths  which  have  now  been  laid  before  you,  muft 
not  forrow  in  this  manner,  for  thofe  of  our  friends 
and  relations,  who,  we  have  reafon  to  believe, 
are  gone  hence  to  be  with  Jefus. 

3.  Let  us  confider  further,  that  whether  our 
forrow  be  on  their  account,  or  on  cur  owny  il  is 
unnecelfary  and  indeed  without  reafon.  As  to 
theiHy  certainlv  we  have  no  caufe  to  forrow  excef- 
fively  on  their  account.  They  are  not  loji  them- 
felves  ;  and  they  have  loJi  nothing  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary have  gained  viuch.  Their /<?«Av  are  not  loli. 
They  committed  them  to  Jefus,  and  well  knew 
in  whom  thev  believed  ;  "  and  he  will  not  fail 
to  <*keep  what  they  committed  unto  him  fafe  unto 
that  day."  Their  bodies  arc  not  loft,  but  are  en- 
trufled,  as  feed  to  the  ground,  to  fpring  up  and 
flouri(h  in  new  beauty,  at  the  appointed  feafon. 
No  part  of  them  therefore  is  loft.  All  is  fafe  in  the 
divine  keeping  ;  and  all  fhall  be  brought  forth  and 
reftored  with  great  improvement,  with  divine  and 
infinite  advantage. 

*'  Why  then  their  lofs  deplore,  that  r.re  not  loft  ? 
•'  Why  v/anders  wretched  thought  their  tombs 

**  around, 
"  In  infidel  di'^^refs  ?    Are  An^eh  there  ? 
**  Slumbers,  rak'd  up  in  dult.   Ethereal  fire  ? 
*'  They  live  !   They  greatly  live,  a  life  on  earth. 
'*  Unkinurd,  unconceiv'd;  and  from  an  eye 
**  Of  tcndernels,  let  heavenly  pity  fall 
**  On  us,  more  juftly  number'd  with  the  dead  ! 

4.  And  as  they  are  not  loft  themfelves,  fo  they 
have  loft  nothing.  Unlefs  it  be  a  lofs  to  have 
done  with  labour  and  toil,  care  and  fear;  to  be 
freed  from  fin  and  forr>nv,  infirmity,  pain,  and 
death  ; — to  be  made  healthy,  vigorous,  immor- 
tal J — to  be  permitted  to  leave  the  place  of  their 

exile. 
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e:xile,  and  return  to  their  own  country,  city,  houfc 
and  home  ; — to  be  united  in  an  holy  and  happy 
family  with  the  tvi/e  and  gocdy  gathered  out  of  all- 
nations  and  ages,  the  greatejl  and  heft  of  men  ! — to 
be  incorporated  in  a  blefled  and  heavenly  fociety 
with  Angels  and  Archangels^  yea  with  Chriji  him- 
felf,  and  God  our  Father  !  To  have  accels  unto 
him,  and  fellowfhip  with  him,  and  that  not  by 
means  and  ordinances,  and  thro*  an  interpofing 
vail,  as  on  earth,  but  immediately^  and  face  to  face! 
To  behold  his  glory  !  to  taOe  his  love  !  ta  be  ra- 
vifhed  with  his  beauty  !  to  fhare  his  felicity,  and' 
be  conformed  to  his  perfeclions  1  To  call  him  Fa^ 
fher,  and  be  fenfible,  fully  fenfible  of  his  paternal 
afFedlion  and  regard,  while  as  his  Sons,  they  fur- 
round  his  throne,  and,  bearing  his  image,  exu-lt 
in  his  favour! — If  this  be  a  lofs,  then  indeed  have 
they  fuffered  lofs  :  but  if  not  ;  if  it  be  quite  the 
reverfe,  then  furely  inftead  of  mourning,  we  have* 
rather  caufe  to  rejoice  in  their  exaltation  and^ 
honour. 

5.  *'  If  ye  loved  me,  faid  Jefus,  ye  w^ould  re- 
joice that  I  faid,  I  go  to  my  Father."  Surely  if 
we  loved  them  aright,  loved  them  rationally  and 
ivijelyy  and  did  not  rather,  at  the  bottom,  love 
ourf elves  in  pretending  to  love  thefUy  in  the  mid  ft  of 
our  forrow  we  fliould  even  rejoice  that  they  are  gone 
**  to  their  Father  and  our  Father,  to  their  God 
and  our  God  ;"  are  gone  to  Jefus  their  elder  Bro- 
ther and  Saviour,  who  was  delivered  unto  death 
for  their  offences,  and  to  the  blefled  Angels  of 
God,  whoy  in  the  days  of  their  flefli,  miniftered 
to  them  as  to  the  heirs  of  falvation  ;  are  gone  to 
the  holy  Prophets  and  Apojlles  of  the  Lamb,  whofe 
heavenly  dodrine  and  blefled  example,  fo  often 
edified  and  quickened  them,  while  they  *^  took 
heed  thereunto  as  to  a  light  fliining  in  a  dark 
place;"  are  gone  to  the  noble  army  of  martyrs 

and 
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jtnd  confcflors,  and  to  all  **  the  ranfomcd  of  the 
Lord,  returned  to  Zion  with  Tinging  and  evcrlaft- 
ing  joy  upon  their  heads!"  Surely  inOead  of 
mourning  for  them,  we  fliould  mourn  for  ourfelvcs 
and  fay, 

•'  Oil  !  when  will  death,  (now  ftinglcfo)  like  a 

*•  friend 
*'  Admit  me  of  their  Choir  ?  '  O  when  will  death, 
•**  This  mouldering,  old,  partition-wall  thrown  down, 
**  Give  beings,  one  in  natUiC,  one  abode  ? 
'*  Oh  !  death  divine  I  that  giv'lt  us  to  the  fkies  I 
*'  That  re-admits't  us,  thro'  the  guardian  hands 
*'  Of  elder  brethren,  to  our  Father's  throne  1 

<*  Who,"faid  7"w//y,  an  Heathen,  would**  lame^it 
<*  the  death  of  a  friend,  iinlefs  he  fuppofed  him 
^'  deprived  of  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  fen- 
"  fible  of  the  lofs  of  them."  How  much  more 
may  a  Chnfian  forbear  to  lament  the  death  of 
thofe,  who,  tho'  deprived  of  the  'poor^  low  enjoy- 
ments of  this  life,  are  fo  far  from  being  fenlible 
of  having  fuffered  any  lofs  on  that  account,  that 
they  perceive  themfelves  to  be  infinite  gainers,  and 
are  in  pofTtfnon  of  a  felicity  and  glory  that  knows 
neither  meajure  nor  cnd» 

6.  Inftead  therefore  of  grieving  immoderately 
that  our  friends  have  entered  into  rei^  before  us, 
and  gained  the  blelTed  Port  which  we  toil  hard  to 
find,  let  us  rather,  out  of  love  to  them,  rejoice 
that  they  at  Icaft  are  fafe  landed.  And  the* 
we,  their  companions  are  left  behind,  let  us 
take  comfort  in  confidering  it  is  but  for  a  little 
while.  The  time  is  fafl:  approaching  when  we  too 
fhall  ma\e  the  land.  While  the  profperous  gales 
of  divine  grace  arifing  fwell  our  fails,  and  waft 
our  vefiel  towards  the  (liore,  the  tide  of  fome  re- 
turning afflidiion  will  flow,  and  convey  it  into  the 
heavenly  harbour.     Then  our  friends  that  went 

before 
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before  (hall  rejoice  to  fee  us  arrive  fafe,  and  crowd 
to  bid  us  welcome.  And  we,  I  doubt  not,  (hall 
have  the  comfort  of  finding  many  efcaped  thither 
tinder  the  dire6lion  of  their  invifible  Captain  and 
Pilot,  concerning  whom  we  had  entertained  a 
thoufand  diftrefling  fears,  left,  during  the  ftorm 
and  tempeft,  they  had  fuffercd  fliipwreck,  and 
been  loft  amidft  tlfe  raging  billows.  And  oh  ! 
what  a  meeting  (hall  that  be  !  What  mutual  joy 
and  congratulations,  encreafed  and  heightened  by 
the  great  and  threatening  dangers  the  parties  had 
pafTed  thro',  and  the  narrow  efcapes  they  had 
had. — Let  us  look  forward  to  the  happy  time. 
Let  us  comfort  our  hearts  with  the  profpedl  of  it, 
amidft  the  winds  and  waves  of  this  troublefome 
■world.  Let  us  entreat  our  Pilot  to  ftay  with  us 
and  take  the  charge  of  our  valuable  ve(rel,  richly 
laden  with  the  immenfe  treafure  of  an  immortal 
foul,  but  very  liable  to  be  run  aground  upon  the 
fand  banks  of  this  world,  to  be  daflied  againft  the 
rocks  of  pride,  or  even  fwallowed  up  in  the  whirl- 
pools of  pleafure.  Let  us  fpread  the  fails  of  our 
Affe£iions  to  catch  the  gales  of  thofe  heavenly  in- 
fluences that  arife  to  waft  us  to  the  promifed  land. 
And  let  us  fet  Faith  at  the  helm,  and  charge  it  to 
eye  the  Compafs  of  the  divine  word,  graciouily 
given  to  be  our  dire61ory  during  our  voyage  thro* 
the  tracklefs  ocean.  And  when  the  wind  of  temp- 
tation blows  hard  againft  us,  and  the  waves  of  our 
'corrupt  inclinations  and  paffions,  riling,  would 
bear  us  back,  let  us  caft  the  Anchor  of  our  hope 
within  the  vail,  and  wait  the  moment  of  a  fa- 
vourable change.  That  moment  will  foon  arrive. 
The  wind  will  be  fair,  and  the  tide  rife.  The. 
heavenly  country  will  appear  in  fight.  We  (hall 
defcry  its  towers  at  a  diftance.  The  glittering 
fpires  of  the  New  Jerujakm  will  attra(St  our  atten- 
tion. 
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tion.  The  peaceful  Haven  will  open  before  us, 
and  we  fliall  enter,  full  fail,  the  long  expedted 
and  much  dcfired  port  of  eternal  Reft. 

**  There  all  the  (hip's  company  meet, 

*'  Who  fail'd  with  their  Saviour  beneath  : 
**  With  fhoutings  each  otiier  they  greet, 

**  And  triumph  o'er  trouble  and  death  ; 
**  The  voyage  of  life's  at  an  end  ; 

*'  The  morr.al  afflidion  is  part  1 
**  The  age,  that  in  heaven  they  fpend, 

"  For  ever  and  ever  (hall  lail." 

7.  But  while  I  thus  encourage  your  hopes,  with 
refpedt  to  yourfelves  and  your  departed  friends, 
and  exhort  you  to  go  forward  with  alacrity  and 
joy  to  meet  your  final  foe,  and  join  again  the  dear 
companions  of  your  life,  in  company  with  whom 
you  endured  fo  many  hardfliips,  and  weathered  out 
fo  many  ftorms  ;  let  me  not  neglc6l:  to  give  you 
cue  caution.  Let  me  not  forget  to  remind  you  that 
your  fuccefs  in  the  arduous  conteft  depends  on  your 
being  in  Chrijiy  on  your  living  and  clyiTig  in  him, 
1  hus  only  can  you  hope  to  meet  death  with  com- 
fort. <^  There  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that 
arc  in  Chrift  Jefus:"  >whereas,  with  regard  to 
thofe  that  are  not  in  him,  they  are  not  only  in  the 
way  to  meet  with  condemnation  after  death,  and 
at  the  final  Judgment,  but  they  **  arc  condemned 
already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  them." 
See  therefore  that  in  the  firft  place  you  cnfure  this 
point  ;  that  by  repentance  towards  God  and  faith  in 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijiy  you  obtain  that  intereji  in 
and  union  with  the  Lord  Jefus,  which  onJ-y  can 
difarm  death  of  his  fting,  and  divert  him  of  his 
terrors ;  and,  therefore,  which  only  can  free  you 
from  the  fear  of  that  formidable  foe,  and  give  you 

confidence 
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confidence  and  courage  at  the  appointed  hour  of 
combat. 

*'  Still  frowns  grim  death  ?     Guilt  points  the  Ty- 

'*  rant's  Ipear. 
"  Who  can  appeafe  its  anguifh  ?  how  it  burns  ? 
*'  What  hand  the  barb'd,  invenom'd  dart  can  draw  ? 
**  What  healing  Hand  can  pour  the  balm  of  peace? 
'*  And  turn  my  fight  undaunted  on  the  tomb  ? 
"  With  joy,  with  grief,  that  healing  Hand  I  fee ! 
'*  The  fRies  it  formed :  and  yet  it  bleeds  for  me  ! 
*'■  But  bleeds  the  balm  I  want !  Yet,  fall  it  bleeds  !  '* 

This  balm  muft  be  applied;  the  Hand  that  yields 
it,  muft  apply  it,  and,  by  applying  it,  heal  the 
wounded  mind,  and  give  peace  to  the  labouring 
^ronfcience.  This  the  great  and  good  Phyfician  oF 
fouls  is  as  icUling  as  he  is  ahle  to  do.  For  **  in- 
afmuch  as  we  are  partakers  of  flefh  and  blood,  he 
alfo  himfelf  took  part  of  the  fame,  that  through 
death  he  might  deftroy  him  that  had  the  power  of 
death,  and  deliver  thofe,  who  thro'  fear  of  death 
were  all  their  life-time  fubjedt  to  bondage.  " 
*^  Come  then  unto  him,  ye  that  are  weary  anf^ 
iieavy  laden,  and  he  will  give  you  reft:"  and, 
be  alfured,  **  Whofoever  cometh,  he  will  in  no 
livife  caft  out." 

8.  And  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  beginning, 
nor  indolence  in  profecuting  this  important  bu(i- 
nefs,  let  me  obferve  further,  that  if  thofe  who 
are  *'  in  Chrift  new  creatures,'*  have  nothing  to 
feary  but  every  thing  to  hope^  from  the  approaching 
hour  of  their  diffolution  ;  thofe,  who  are  not  in 
hiniy  have  every  thing  to  fear,  and  nothing  to 
hope.  They  have  to  fear  that  their  fouls  fhall  not 
die,  but  be  innmortal  in  mifery  ;  that  their  bodies 
Ihall  be  raifed  again,  to  fliare  in  the  torment  ;— 
that  they  fliall  meet  their  companions  in  fin  ;  a 
dreadful  meeting  that  indeed  ! — that  they  (liall  ap- 
pear 
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pear  and  he  condemned  at  the  Judgment  Seat  of 
Chrift  ;  that  they  (IirII  be  for  ever  with — whom 
ih.iU  I  fay  ?  yc/us  and  h/'s  Angels  ?  no,  but  with 
Salan  and  his  Angels  !  And  have  they  not  fome- 
timcs  an  anticipation  as  well  as  forffight  of  this? 
I  rather  think  they  have:   and  that  if 

*•  The  chamber,    where   the  good  man   meets   his 

*'  fate, 
"   h  privilcg'd  beyond  the  common  walk 
'*  Of  virtuous  life,  quite  in  the  verge  of  heaven,  '* 

the  dying  apartment  of  the  ungodly  is  often  in  the 
very  fuburbs  of  Hell.  I  fear  the  following  lines 
of  that  fine,  tho'  mournful  Poem,  ftyled,  Thg 
Gravcy  are  but  too  defcriptlve  of  what  is  frequently 
felt  on  thefe  occafions  :  — 

**  At  that  dread  moment,  how  the  frantic  foul 
**  Raves  round  the  walls  of  her  clay  tenement ! 
"  Runs  to  each  avenue,  and  ihrieks  for  help  ; 

*'  But  fnrieks  in  vain  ! 

**  A  litde  longer  1  ah  I   a  little  longer, 
*'  Might  Hie  but  ilay  to  v/aili  away  lier  crimes, 
"  And  fit  her  for  her  palfage  !  Pvloving  fight  ! 
**  Her  very  eyes  weep  blood,  and  every  figh 
*'  She  heaves,  is  big  with  horror  !  but  the  ^o^y 
*•  Like  a  ftaunch  murderer,  iteady  to  his  purpofe, 
"  Purfues  her  clofe  thro'  every  lane  of  life, 
**  'Kor  milles  once  the  track,  but  preHcs  on 
**   Till  forc'd  at  laft  to  the  tremendous  verge, 
**  At  once  Ihc  finks  ! 

That  this  may  not  be  your  cafe,  my  hrcihren, 
do  not  trifle  with  an  afi-air  of  fuch  oonfequence. 
Sec  that  you  make  it,  what  it  really  is,  your  chief 
concern^  your  principal  bufincfs  to  be  the  Lord's, 
and  to  live  to  him  !  And  take  heed  that  you  do 
not  delay  one  day,  one  hour.  0\\\  ren\emb(r  you 
know  not  what  a  day,  or  hour  may  bring  forth. 
N  '         **  T« 
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<*  To-day,  therefore,  while  it  is  called  to-day,  if 
yc  will  hear  his  voice,"  if  ye  ever  intend  to  hear  it, 
*«  harden  not  your  hearts  :  "  but  *'  Acquaint  your 
felves  with  him,  and  be  at  peace  :  Thereby  good 
will  come  unto  you  ;"  and  how  great  a  good  Eter- 
nitv  only  can  difclole  ! 

That  our  Sifter,  whofe  unexpe6led  death  has 
given  occafion  to  this  difcourfe,  already  enjoys  a 
portion  of  that  good,  we  have  great  reafon  to  be- 
lieve. As  you  will  naturally  expecSl:  me  to  give 
you  fotne  account  of  her  before  1  conclude,  I 
fubmit  the  following  brief  Nan-athe  to  your  con- 
fideration,  which  I  have  drawn  up  from  the  bed 
information  I  could  obtain. 

Mrs.  Fojler  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
John  Boothy  of  Manchefter^  by  his  firft  wife,  who 
died  a  few  months  after  flie  was  born.  Her  Fa- 
ther, being  a  Dilfenter,  brought  her  up  in  the 
CalviniJ}  Profeffion,  and  gave  her  a  genteel  educa- 
tion at  a  Boarding-School  in  Chejier.  After  fiie 
left  School,  fhe  was  introduced  into  gay  company, 
and  indulged  in  all  the  vanities  of  high  life  •,  till 
her  Father,  who  was  a  Merchant,  experiencing 
fome  confiderable  lofles  in  his  bufinefs,  became 
infolvent.  She  then  went  to  live  with  a  diftant 
relation  near  Leedsy  and  foon  after  put  herfelf  Ap- 
prentice to  a  Milliner  in  that  Town.  Here  fhe  had 
caufe  to  blefs  God  for  bringing  her  acquainted 
wifh  fome  of  the  people  called  Methodifts,  whofe 
exampky  converfatioriy  anrl  prayersy  where  made  of 
great  ufe  to  her  foul.  One  that  w'as  then  very  in- 
timate with  her,   Mifs  67 ,   obfcrves, 

2.  **  I  had  the  pleafure  of  being  acquainted 
«*  with  Mrs.  Fojier  from  her  firft  coming  to  Leeds, 
<<  which  was  about  the  middle  of  April  1782. 
<*  Tho'  fhe  was  then  a  ftranger  to  the  real  power 
"  of  religion,  (lis  differed  much  from  the  genera- 

<*  lity 
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<<  litv  of  yonng  pcrfons.  Being  brought  up  a 
<»  DilTcnter,  Ihc  dili.gently  atteivdc.l  their  meet- 
'*  ings,  and,  I  believe,  made  confcience  of  ufing 
<<  private  prayer,  twice  a  day  at  leaft.  In  the 
*'  bc-ginning  of  'func  (he  went  one  Sunday  evening 
*<  to  hear  Mr.  Mather  at  the  Methudiil  Preach- 
<*  ing-houfe,  and  was  much  ftruck  with  his  fer- 
*<   men.     Afterwards   fhe  went  along  with  me  to  a 

*<  Prayer-meeting,    which   Mrs.    Cr- and   my 

**   mother   attended  at  a  friend's  houfc,   where  (he 

*'  was   very   deeply  afFedled  indeed.     I  remember 

*'  her   faying  to   me  as  we  came  out,    *  Oh  !   my 

<*  friend,   1  would  give  all  the  world,  if  1  had  it, 

**  to    polTefs    what    your   Mother  poirefTes,  *    and 

*'  added,   *  I  have  always  thought  myfelf  a  Chrif- 

*<  tian  till   now,  and   have  imagined  that  I  had  a 

**  good  heart,  but  am  now  convinced  I  have  been 

**  deceived.'     When  flie  came   home  (he  retired, 

**  and  taking  up  the  Bible,  opened  it  at  the  foUow- 

"   ing   words.   Of  a   truth   I  perceive   God  is  no  re^ 

*'^  Jpetler  of  perjons.     This  text  was   a  great  fup- 

**  port  to   her  all  the  time  fhe  was  feeking  the  di- 

"  vine  favour,    which   was  about  three   Months. 

**   During    this    period    fhe   fuffered   much,    both 

*'  from  within  and  from  without.     Sometimes  in- 

**  deed   her  mind  was  fweetly   drawn   after  God 

**  and  much  encouraged,  but  in  general  her  diftrefs 

**  was   very  great.      Tuefdoy  the   i6th  of  Augufiy 

*'   Mrs.    Cr 'took   her  and   me  to  a   meeting, 

**  where  a  few  felecfl  friends  aliembled  once  a 
**  fortnight  to  fpend  an  hour  or  two  in  prayer. 
**  Here  the  agony  of  her  foul  quite  over-powered 
*<  her  bodily  ftrength.  Several  perfons  prayed 
**  for  her,  and  at  length  fhe  was  a  little  cc>m- 
*'  fortod.  She  was  prevailed  upon  ro  go  wiih  me 
**  to  a  friend's  houfc  where  we  fpctit  the  ^reatef^ 
*'  part  of  the  niglu  in  prayer  and  praif  j.  She  felt 
N    2  i.  real 
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*'  a  real  change  take  place  in  her  Anil,  but  want- 
<*  ed  the  witnels  of  the  Spirit  that  (he  was  a 
«*  child  of  God.  And,  bleired  be  the  Lord,  flic 
<<  did  not  wait  long  for  it.  The  next  evening  as 
<*  Mr.  Hopper  was  preaching  from, — *  My  Son, 
**  give  me  thy  heart,'  Ihe  was  enabled  to  make 
**  the  furrender,  and  thofe  words,  *  I  have  called 
<*  thee  by  thy  name,  thou  art  mine,'  were  llrongly 
*'  applied  to  her  mind.  She  could  now  with  con- 
<<  fjdence  cry,  Abba  Father!  My  Lordy  and  my 
<*  God !  And  the  Sunday  following  at  a  Meeting, 
<*  at  Seacroft,  file  declared  openly  what  God  had 
<'   done  for  her  foul. 

**  Her  outward  fituation  expofed  her  to  many 
<<  painful  exercifes,  but  they  had  the  blefTed  ten- 
<*  dency  of  driving  her  nearer  to  the  Lord.  And 
«'  he  was  fo  peculiarly  gracious  to  her,  that  in  the 
*«  midfl:  of  many  and  great  hindrances,  flie  was 
<<  enabled  to  prefs  forward,  and,  I  believe,  de- 
*<  fired  nothing  in  comparison  of  being  devoted  to 
<<  God.  This  appears  from  a  letter  ihe  wrote  me 
<<  December  3,  1783,  part  of  which  is  as  fol- 
<<   lows.      *   After  all   the   Lord  has  done  for  me, 

<  I    ftill   feel   an  evil  heart   of  unbelief.      I  have 

<  been  much  tempted  this  week  to  fear  that  I  have 

*  deceived   myielf,   but  have  been  relieved  by  con- 

<  vcrfing  freely  with  Mrs.  Cr ■;    fhe   put   Mr. 

*'JVtJJcys  Trcatife  on  Chriftian  Perfection  into  my 
'   hand  ;  and    t\\z  more   I  read    if,   the  more  I  am 

<  convinced  that  the   will  of  God  is  my  fanSfifi- 

*  fat'icn  ;  and    by  his  grace  1  am  determined  never 

*  to  reft  till  all  that  is  within  me  is  holinefs  to  the 
«  Lord' 

3.   To    this    account    given    by    her   friend,    I 
would  add,   that  about  this  time,   as  I  am  inform- 
ed  by   another   who   knew  her  well,   (he  not  only 
generally   walked   in   the   light  of    God's  counte- 
nance, 
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nance,  but  was  frequently  fo  happy  in  the  love 
ot  her  adorable  Saviour,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
Heep  at  night  for  the  confolation  (lie  felt  in 
her  foul.  She  was  a  pattern  of  diligence  ;  in 
ufing  all  the  means  of  grace,  both  private  and 
public,  frequently  attending  the  preaching  of 
the  Word  even  at  five  o'clock  in  tlie  morning, 
delicate,  and  often  unwell,  as  Hie  was  -,  and 
making  it  her  daily  care  to  read  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  in 
fee  ret. 

4.  About  a  quarter  of  a  year  after  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Fojhry  (which  was  in  the  year  17 84)  flie 
had  a  mifcarriage,  and  was  fo  ill  that  her  life  was 
defpaired  of.  During  thefe  weeks  of  confine- 
ment, when  file  had  no  profpc6l  before  her,  but 
of  immediate  death,  fhe  was  not  only  perfe6^]y 
rcfigned  to  the  divine  will,  but  could  frequently 
rejoice  in  hope  of  his  glory,  perfuaded  if  the 
Lord  fhould  take  her  it  would  be  to  himfclf.  All 
her  concern  was,  that  her  hufband  might  be  ena- 
bled to  receive  the  fevere  ftroke  without  murmur- 
ing, and  to  fupport  the  trial,  with  faifh  ^nd  pat i- 
ence  worthy  of  a  Chriftian.  In  order  to  this,  flie 
dcfired  a  ferious  friend  who  vifited  her,  to  apprize 
him  of  the  dangerous  fituarion  flie  was  in,  and 
to  endeavour  to  prepare  him  for  the  approach- 
ing Ihock.  However,  it  pleafed  God,  at  th^t 
time,  to  difappoint  their  fears,  and  fpare  her 
life. 

5.  During  her  pregnancy  of  her  fiill:  child, 
ihe  was  verv  apprelienfu'e  flie  ihould  die  in  child- 
bearing,  and  under  that  impreflion,  wliicii  en- 
creafed  as  the  time  of  her  travail  drew  nearer, 
flie  wrote  a  paper,  which  her  hulband  found  in 
a  private  drawer  the  y//»r/7  following,  and  which 
I  Ihall  fubjoin  to  this  account.  However,  in 
this   inftance   alfo,  the    Lord   was   plcafed  to  dif- 

N  3  appoint 
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appoint  her.  She  was  fafely  delivered,  Dscnnher 
9,  1785,  and  loon  redorcd  ;  and  bore  her  huf- 
band  three  more  childrer>,  the  two  elder  of  which, 
as  well  as  the  firft  horn,  are  ftill  alive. 

6.  In  1786,  they  removed  to  this  Town.  How 
her  foul  profpcred,  and  liow  (he  conduced  her- 
felf  fince  that  time,  many  of  you  know.  I  be- 
lieve Ihe  was  ferious,  -watchful  and  exemplary.  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  her  about  a  year,  and 
during  that  time  have  converfed  with  her  fre- 
quently. I  have  feen  little  either  in  her  temper 
or  condu(n-  to  blame,  bur  much  to  commend  \  par- 
ticularly her  humility,  meeknefs  and  patience, 
under  many  and  great  trials  ;  her  induftry,  fru- 
gality, and  diligent  attention  to  her  family  affair.^: 
her  very  kind,  courteous  and  obliging  behaviour  to 
all  that  came  near  her,  of  which  all  you  that 
knew  her  will  bear  witnefs.  She  endeavoured  to 
fet  the  Lord  before  her,  and  behave  as  one  that 
vas  confcious  his  eye  was  upon  her,  beirg  cir- 
cumfpecSt  in  all  things,  and  defirous  of  improving 
eonverfation  to  the  beft  of  purpofcs.  She  attended 
the  miniflry  of  the  word,  particularly  on  the 
Lord's  day,  more  frequently  than  her  ftrength 
would  well  permit,  one  of  the  Chapels  which  (lie 
attended,  being  little  lefs  than  a  mile  from  their 
houfe.  In  this  perhaps  fhe  went  to  an  extreme  : 
but  having,  1  believe,  cliiefly  through  the  very 
weak  and  nervous  flate  of  her  body,  fallen  into 
doubts  as  to  her  acceptance  with  God,  fhe  was 
very  defirous  of  recovering  the  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance, wl.ich  induced  her  fometimes  to  go,  per- 
haps, beyond  her  ftrength.  I  hope  flie  did  re- 
cover it  before  fhe  departed.  But  of  this  (he  was 
not  permitted  to  give  any  verbal  evidence.  In- 
deed what  could  one  reafonably  expe6l  of  this  kind 
fiom    a    woman    in    the   pangs  of   child-bearings 

and 
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and  whofe  labour,  like  RackaeVs  of  old,  was  very 
hard. 

7.  The  fame  thought  that  fhe  fhould  die,  which 
had  followed  her  when  pregnant  of  her  hrft  child, 
and  indeed,  I  believe,  of  her  other  children,  was, 
during  this  laft  pregnancy,  much  more  powerfully 
imprclTed  upon  her  mind.  She  told  her  hufband 
and  feveral  of  her  friends,  that  fhe  fliould  cer- 
tainly die  as  foon  as  (he  was  delivered.  But, 
tho'  appearances,  from  her  delicate  frame  and  poor 
flate  of  health,  were  unfavourable,  they  were 
willing  to  hope  flie  would  be  brought  fafe  thro'  as 
fhe  had  been  before.  However  the  Lord,  who 
very  probably  had  fent  that  imprefTion  as  a  pre- 
vious warning,  faw  fit  to  appoint  othcrwife.  She 
was  with  fome  difficulty  delivered  and  foon  after 
expired.  The  child  alfo,  tho'  1  am  informed  born 
alive,  died  immediately.  The  paper  I  mentioned 
is  as  follows,  and  tho'  written,  as  I  faid,  in  No- 
vember, 1785,  may  be  confidered,  1  think,  as 
fpeaking  her  dying  language. 

8.  **  My   dcareft   love,  for   whofe  fake  alone  I 

*  defire  to  live,  trufting  if  the   Lord  have  other 

*  ends   in   view,    he  will  prepare  me  before  he 

*  take  me  hence,   I  hope  you  will  not  fail  to  per- 

*  form  the  lafl  Will  of  one  that  loves  you  better 

*  than  life  itfelf.  Look  at  this,  v  hen  I  am  re- 
<  moved  from  you.  But  let  not  your  heart  be 
'  troubled.     Truft    and   believe   in   him    who  is 

*  able  to  help  you,  and  will  fland  by  you  in  every 

*  time  of  tiial. — If  he   take   me   from   you,    he 

*  does  it  for  your  good.     Come  to  the  Lord,  and 

*  lie   at   his    feet    and   fay,   Lord,    do  with  me  as 

*  feemcth   good    in  thy  fight  ;  only  keep  me  from 

*  murmuring.  Yon  know  what  rjn  hindrance  I 
'  have   been   to  you  in   the  heavenly  race.     The 

*  Lord  has  removed  me  that   you  may  truil  in 

N  4  "  him 
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him  alone,  and  fcrve  him  with  all  your  hcarf. 
He  will  not  admit  of  a  rival.  He  has  per- 
mitted us  to  be  happily  united  for  one  year: 
hut  Oh  !  what  poor  returns  have  we  made  ! 
How  unfaithful  have  we  bien  to  the  grace  be- 
Aowed  ! 

*'  Put  let  me  beg  of  my  deareft  not  to  look 
back  ;  but  prefs  forward  for  the  prize  of  eter- 
nal rell.  If  thofe  in  another  world  can  grieve, 
furely  I  fhall  grieve  to  fee  you  loitering  and 
mourning.  But  why  (hould  you  be  diftreffed^ 
perhaps  the  Lord  will  commiflTion  me  to  be  as  one 
of  your  guardian  Angels,  to  attend  you  by  day 
and  watch  your  bed  by  night,  that  no  evil  m.ay 
befal  you.  And  if  1  fliall  then  be  capable  of 
chufing  one  employment  in  preference  to  ano- 
ther, furely  I  (hall  chufe  that  >Ahich  has  the 
neareft  relation  to  one  that  was  all  that  was  dear 
to  me  below. 

**  I  will  lay  no  commands  upon  you  that  (hall 
be  grievous  to  you.  I  do  not  viifh  you  not  to 
marry  again.  Only  be  careful  in  the  choice  of 
a  JVife,  Let  her  be  joined  to  ChriJ}  before  flic 
be  joined  to  you.  Be  ftridl  in  family-duty  :  let 
nothing  hinder  that.  For  \W.  neglect  of  that 
duty  brings  deadnefs  and  barrennefs  upon  the 
foul.  Be  earneft  with  the  Lord  in  private,  that 
he  may  blcfs  you  both,  with  every  fpi ritual 
blefTing  in  Chriii  Jefiis.  Be  not  conformed  to 
this  world,  neither  in  drefs,  nor  converfaticHy 
for  both  work  death. 

'*  If  I  leave  you  a  dear  pledge  of  love,  let  it 
be  boarded  at  Darjield,  with  my  dear  Father 
and  Mother.  Save  all  my  Clothes  for  it,  and 
every  thing  that  belongs  lo  me.  Pretty  Lamb  ! 
My  heart  bleeds  for  it,  and  you  !  Methinks,^ 
I    fee   you    look   at   our  otlspring,  and  think  of 

*<  you? 
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'*  your  Polly  \  O  for  rcfignation  ! — Let  my  rc- 
'  mains  be  laid  where  you  intend  to  lie.  Let 
'  our  a(hes  be  united  that  we  may  rife  together  at 
'  the  day  of  Judgment.  For  tho'  there  (liall  be 
'  neither  marrying  nor  giving  in  marriage  in  that 
'  day,  yet  we  ihall  know  each  other  and  Oiall  re- 
'  joice  to  meet  again,  wheie  parting  fliall  be  no 
'  more,  but  all  fliall  be  perfect  happinefs  to  all 
'   Eternity  !" 

**   If  my   dear,  very  dear  hufband   feel,  when 
'   reading   this,   what   1    felt    when   writing  it,    he 

*  will  know   v^hat  comfort  there  is  in  ^/7<?/,   what 

*  pleafure   in   mourning!      For  my  heart  pants  for 

*  you!   ftruggles   to  get  free    from  creature-love  ! 
^  flies   back   to  your   bofom  I      I   fancy   my  arms 

*  around   your  neck:   my  love  I  athed  in  tears:— 

*  hut   at   laft   both  forced  to  Submit  1      I  lie  pale! 

*  My  love,  mourning,  kilfes  my  clay-cold  cheek; 

*  prelTes  my  hand  ;  bids  me  fpeak  one  more  fare- 

*  well-word:   but  all  in  vain  !    His  Polly  ^  breath 

*  is   refigned   to  God  who  gave  it  !      His  heart  is 

*  ready  to  burlL      He  looks  for  a  comforter  :   but 

*  file   who   ufed   to  comfort  him  in  time  of  trou- 

*  ble,  is  no  more  I — Therefore  flee  for  refuge  to 
Chrift,  the  Lord,  the  only  help  in  trouble. 
He  will  fupport  you.  I  know  he  will.  I 
know  he  loves  you  with  an  everlafling  love  ; 
and   tho'   all    earthly  comforts  fail,  the  Lord  is 

*  yc^ur   portion  !      How   good    he   is,    in    that   he 

*  takes    me  frjl.      For   I   could   not   fupport   the 
'  lofs  of  my  dear   hulband.     How   often  has  my 

*  heart  bled   for  fear   of  your   leaving  me.     But 

*  the  Lord  is  Love  itfelf,  therefore  we  will  unite 

*  to  praifc  him  to  all  eternity. 

Mary  Fojler^ 

N  ^  SERMON 
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*  SERMON  XII. 

On  the  Nature  and  Extent 
OF     SANCriFICATION. 


I  THESS.  V.  23,  24. 

•<  May  the  very  God  of  Peace  fan6iify  you 
"wholly  :  and  I  pray  God  your  whole  fpirit, 
and  Ibul,  and  body,  be  prefervcd  blamelefs 
unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
Faithful  is  he  that  calleth  you,  who  alfo  will 
do  it." 

I.  Qanctification  is  much  fpoken  of,  and 
O)  ftrongly  inculcated  throughout  the  facred 
Scriptures.  Jts  nature  is  there  dcfcribed,  and  its 
abfolute  neceiTity  and  great  excellency  pointed  out 
in  various  forms  of  exprclTion.  <<  This  is  the 
will  of  God  (fays  St.  Paul  *,)  even  your  fandifi- 
cation;"  and  his  will,  we  know,  is  of  indifpen- 
fable  obligation  upon  all  his  creatures  ;  to  comply 
■with  it,  and  be  made  conformable  to  it,  is  at  once 
our  duty  and  our  happinels.  **  Ye  arc  chofen  to 
falvation,"  that  is,  happinefs  in  heaven,  (fays  he 
again  f  ?)  *^  through  fa  notification  of  the  fpirit.  " 
Salvation  is  the  endy  fan6\ification  the  zvay ;  a 
way  in  which  all  mufl  walk  who  w'ould  arrive 
at  that  defirable  end.  For,  fays  the  fame  Apoftle, 
**   Without  holinefs,  (aytacr/xof,  fanSfificationj)    no 

*  I  Thef.  iv.  3,       +2  Thef.  ii.  13. 
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mnn  fliill  fee  the  Lord."  Whatever  a  man  at- 
tains, it"  he  attain  not  this,  he  dial  I,  be  excluded 
the  prefence,  and  denied  the  blifsful  vifion  of 
God  ;  he  Hiall  be  fliut  cut  of  heaven,  and  thrufl 
down  to  h.elh  On  the  contrary,  x\\t  fan^ijiedy 
Ihe  *'  pure  in  heart,"  Oand  entitled  to  the  irjherl- 
f;.nce  above,  ns  St  Pnul  declares*,  and  as  the 
f  ithFul  aid  true  witn-efs  reOtfiest,  '*  fliall  fee 
Gcd,"  (hall  know  and  enjoy  hinn  for  ever. 

2.  So  great  is  the  necefTity  and  excellency  of 
fanilification,  that  it  is  the  grand  end  God  has  in 
view  in  all  the  diTpenfations  of  his  providence  and 
grace  to  the  children  of.  nnen.  **  Chrift  gave 
himlelf  for  his  church,  that  he  might -fandlify  antf 
cleanfe  it :  He  fuffered  without  the  camp,  that 
he  might  fandify  the  people  by  his  own  blood. "^ 
The  Spirit  of  God  is  termed  the  Holy  Spirit y  and 
the  Spirit  of  Holinefs  ;  not  only  becaufe  he  is  holy 
in  himfdf,  but  alfo  becaufe  it  is  his  office  to  fane- 
tify  and  make  US'  holy:. and  God  *'  chaflens  us 
for  cur  profit,  that  we  may  be  made  partakers  of 
his  hoHnefs."  Yea,  and  in  every  difpenfation 
towards  us,  whether  pleafing  or  painful,  God 
has  this  fam^e  end  in  view,  for  **  his  divine  power 
has  giv^en  lis  all  things  that  pertain  unto  life  and 
unto  godlinefs,"  as  well  as  thofe  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promifes"  Vvhereby  thefe  bleffings  are 
made  over  to  us,  **  that  we  may  be  made  par- 
takers of  the  divine  nature,  having  efcaped  the 
corruption  that  is  in  the  world.*' 

3.    Hence   it  is   that   much  hath   been  faid   of 

fanJtification    in    every  age  fmce   Chritlianity  was 

"  firft   eftablifhed    in  the   world   until  now.      \t  has 

appeared  to  be  of  fuch  great  importance,  that  many 

who  have  had   the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of 

*  Afts  jixvi.  18.       t  Watt.   V.   8. 

mankind 
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mankind  at  heart,  have  written  upon  the  fub- 
jc6t,  and  not  a  few  of  thefc  admirably  well. 
Many  excellent  things  have  been  advanced  upoa 
this  point  both  by  antient  and  modern  authors  ;  by 
our  own  countrymen  and  by  l>rangcrs.  And  it  is 
a  do6\rine  concerning  which  there  has  been  but 
little  difpute,  unlefs  in  our  own  age,  an  age  frui:^- 
ful  of  controverfies  of  all  kinds.  And  probably 
it  would  have  been  lefs  dilputcd  even  now,  had 
the  Scriptures  been  more  attentively  and  carefully 
confulted  on  the  head.  But  be  that  a^  it  will,  cs 
the  fubjc6\  is  by  no  means  exhauRed,  and  as  the 
Scriptures  only  can  make  us  wile  unto  falvation, 
whatever  others  do,  let  us  confider  them  diligently 
upon  ail  points  of  doctrine,  and  efptcially  upon 
tbisy  fo  manifeftly  of  the  grcatel^  confcquencc. — 
Having  then  fecn  the  importance  of  fan(flifica- 
tion,  proceed  we  now  to  confider, 

l'}.   Its  Nature  and  Extent,      And, 

2dly.    How  wc  mny  attain  it. 

And,    ifi-,   Let   us  confider  the  Nature  and  &- 
tent  of  fandification. 

I.  Sariclificatiort  is  often  afcribed  in  the  Old 
Teftament  to  things  without  life.  In  the  books 
nf  Mofes,  the  tabernacle,  altar,  laver  of  brafs, 
the  priclVs  garments,  and  various  other  things 
uftd  in  the  Ifraelitifh  worfnip,  arc  faid  to  he  fanc^ 
t'^fied.  So  afterwards,  in  the  hiliorical  books,  the 
ti^n^plc  and  tlje  various  utenlils  in  the  temple  fervice 
are  faid  to  h^  fanttifed.  Now  all  that  can  be  meant 
by  that  exprcflTion  thus  apjilied,  is,  that  they  were 
fepa.-iited  from  common  and  profane  ufe,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  immeriiate  vv'oilhip  and  fervice  of  God. 
And  indeed  this  fccms  to  be  the  piiinary  and  origi- 
nal 
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nal  meaninp:   both   of  the  Hebrew  word,  uq,?,  in 
the    Old    Teftament,     and    of   the  Greek   vord, 
c(,-Au.tu,   in  the  New,   tranflated  to  JanBify  :      They 
both    fignify    Xo  feparate  and   to   dedicate^   devote  ot 
ccnfecrate.     Thus    the   whole   body  of  priefts  were 
fand^ificd  in  a  cercmoniai  manner,  they  were  fepa- 
rated  from   common  and  civil  employments,  and 
confecrated   to  the  fervice  of  God  in  his  fandluary, 
2.  This  obfervation  may  give  us  light  refpciftingtlie 
nature  of  our  fandification.      It  alfo  implies  a  y^- 
faratim   and   dedication ,    not,    indeed,    ceremonial 
and  figurarivc,  -but  real:  a  real  fcparation  from  fin 
and   the  fervice  thereof,   and   a  dedication  to  God 
and  his   fervice.     Accordingly,  it   is   faid,   Chrift 
**  gave  himfelf  for  us,   that   he  might  redeem  us 
from   all    iniquity,  and   purify  us  to  himfelf  a  pe- 
culiar  people,  "    a   people   confecrated  entirely  to 
him  ;  and   *<  he  died  for  all,  that  they  who  live," 
"who   are   quickened   by   his   death,     *'    might   not 
henceforth,"  from   the   time   they    are   quickened, 
«*  live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto   him  that  died 
for  them   and   rcfe  again.  "      PalTages  of    Scrip- 
ture  thefe,   which  point  out   unto  us  very  clearly 
the  nature   of  that    fandification,   M'hich    we  have 
already   feen  to  be  the  grand  end  of  the  death  of 
Chriff. 

3.  But  this  matter  will  be  fiill  better  underftood 
by  confidering  the  words  of  our  text  :  **  May  the 
very  God  of  peace  fandlify  you  wholly,  cAoisAe.^. 
The  word  is  of  a  very  extenfive  meaning,  and 
fignifies  **  every  part,  and  every  part  perfe(51:ly." 
And  what  we  are  to  underftand  by  every  part ^  we 
learn  from  the  following  claufe  :  *'  And  may  the 
whole  of  you  (jAox?//;fo>  t/xa^  all  that  belonf^s  to 
you,)  the  fpirit,  the  foul,  and  the  body,  be  pre- 
ferved  blamelefs  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift."     This  is  an  exacl  tranflation  of  the- 

words, 
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worcis,  and  it  appears  therefrom  that  rlie  ApoHIe, 
in  this  pafFage,  confidcrs  tnan  as  divided  into  three 
pares,  which  he  very  exprefsly  and  particularly 
enumerates  tJ?c  Jpirit,  the  foul y  and  the  body y  pre- 
fixing the  article  to  each. 

4.  1  am  well  aware  that  feme  perfons',  eminent 
for  learning  and  piety,  confider  this  text  \x\  a  fome- 
what  different  light.  They  fuppofe  that  by  the 
word  fpirity  the  Apoftle  means  iht'w  Jpirit ual  ef^ 
tatCy  viz.  the  fpirit  of  (lod,  with  his  various 
graces,  widiing  that  't  might  be  prefcrved  to 
them  whole  and  entire  ;  that  by  the  other  two 
phrafes,  j\ul  and  body  (which  they  fay  make  up 
the  whole  man)  he  means  their  natural  eftate, 
wlHiing  It  alfo  might  be  preferved  blamelefs.  They 
argue,  that  man  cannot  conliit  of  three  parts  ap- 
pears hence,  **  the  foul  is  either  matter  or  not  mat- 
ter, there  is  no  medium:  Bat  if  it  be  matter,  it 
is  part  of  the  body;  if  not  matter,  it  coincides 
with  the  fpirit."  (See  Bengclius  and  Wefley's 
Notes  )  This  reafoning  is  perhaps  very  juft;  It 
is  pofTibly  more  philojophical  to  confider  man  as 
confifting  only  of  a  material  and  immaterial  part. 
But  then  is  it  certain  St.  Paul  fpoke  with  philofo- 
phical  cxa6tnefs  here  ?  Is  it  not  rather  probable 
that  he  alluded  to  the  then  prevailing  opinions* 
and  follov^'cd  the  Greek  writers,  who,  it  is  certain 
frequently  conlder  man  as  compofe.d  of  three  parts^ 
fpirit y  fouly  and  body.  This  he  might  do  without 
any  intention  of  teaching  us  the  niceties  of  philo- 
fophy,  and  merely  that  he  might  exprefs  the  mat- 
ter he  had  in  hand  more  flronghy  leaving  points  of 
mere  fpecuiation  juft  as  lie  found  them  ;  even  as 
we,  who  firmly  believe  that  man  confiAs  only  of 
two  parts,  do  nevcrthclefs  frequently  pray  that  our 
liidyy  fouly  and  fpirit  may  be  confecratcd  to  God, 
by  which  form  of  expreiTion  we  would  only  be 
underflood   to  mean  all  that  behngs  to  us,  all  our 

powers 
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powers  and  faculties  of  foul  and  body.  Be  lliis  as 
it  will  ;  in  iliis  light  I  beg  leave  ro  underhand  the 
Apoille,  as  meaning,  by  thefe  different  phrafes,  to 
fignify  that  every  part  of  us,  all  our  faculties,  and 
all  our  members,  mull  be  fanciified  and  devoted 
wholly  to  God  \  a  do6lrine  which,  it  will  be  rea- 
dily allowed,  the  whole  Scripture  inculcates  upon 
us. 

5.  By  t}?e  [ro  -TTvivfAC',]  Spirit,  1  would,  with 
the  Greek  writers,  underftand  the  fuperior  facul- 
ties of  the  mird,  fuch  as  the  Undcrjlandingy  Willy 
Conjciencey  and  Memory^  which  are  purely  fpiritual, 
and  exift,  (no  doubt,)  in  the  bleficd  angels,  and 
in  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfe61.  By  the 
(^  ^vyr^^  Soul,  I  mean  the  inferior  faculties,  the 
Pafjions  and  Appetites,  which  it  feems,  we  hav^e  in 
common  with  the  beafls  that  perifh,  only  more  re- 
fined. And  by  the  Body^  I  intend  ail  that  is  mate- 
rial. Now  let  us  briefly  ccnfider  how  each  of  thefe 
is  to  be  fan<5\ified. 

6.  And,  I  ft,  The  Spif'it,  including  the  Under- 
finding,    lylU,    Confcience,  and   Memory.     By    the 

Vnderfimiding,  1  here  mean  that  faculty  whereby 
wc  apprehend^  confide r,  judge,  and  reafon.  Now  ex- 
perience and  Scripture  agree  to  inform  us,  that  this 
Hands  in  great  need  of  fanv^lification,  for  it  is  natu- 
rally overfpread  with  grofs  darknefs,  and  employed 
as  an  inftrument  of  iniquity.  **  Darknefs  covers 
the  earth,"  fays  the  Prophet,  **  and  grofs  darknefs 
the  people."  All  mankind,  by  nature,  like  the 
Ephcflans,  are  *♦  alienated  from  the  life  of  God, 
thro'  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them  ;  "'  and  hence 
the  Apoftle  affirms,  *'  theic  is  none  that  under- 
fiandeth,  there  is  none  that  feeketh  after  God." 
This  is  true  of  Jews  and  Gennlcs,  who  are  one 
and  all  become  **  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and 
their  foolillj,"  acrrv/ior,  undifcerning,  heart  is  dark- 
ened. "       We    are    therefore  grofsly   ignorant  of 

what 
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V  hat  it  moft  concerns  us  to  know  :  What  we  are, 
whence  we  came,  and  whither  we  arc  going  : — - 
What  the  world  is  in  which  we  Hvc^,  and  whether 
we  arc  to  live  in  another  : — If  fo,  how  we  may 
infiire  happinefs  there,  and  how  g.  t  rid  of  our  pre- 
fent  mifery  : — Who  is  the  author  of  our  being, 
what  he  is  in  himfelf,  and  what  he  is  to  us  : — 
What  obligations  we  are  under  to  him,  and  how 
we  may  fulfil  thefe  obligations: — The  value  of 
his  favour,  and  how  we  may  attain  it.  Plain  it 
is,  the  Heathen  in  general  could  never  come  to 
any  certainty  in  thefe  rcfpec\s  ;  and  if  we  are  not 
(o  dark  as  they,  we  owe  it  to  the  oracles  of  God. 
Biit  the  truth  is,  tho'  by  the  Scriptures  we  have 
fome  fpeculativi  knowledge  in  thefe  points,  yet 
our  knowledge  has  no  proper  influence  upon  us 
i^'hile  deliifute  of  the  illumination  of  the  Holy 
Gholi,  but  we  are  pra*51ically  as  ignorant  as  they, 
as  far  from  all  Javlng  knowledge  in  things  fpiritual 
and  divine. 

7.  But  by  fanclification,  a  manifefl  alteration  is 
made.  The  Underjlanding  is  then  freed  from  its 
natural  darknefs  in  the  things  of  God,  and  is 
enlightened  by  divine  Truth,  to  receive  whofe 
chcaiing  beams  it  now  dedicates  its  powers.  Here- 
by wc  att-^in  that  knowledge,  which  before  we  had 
no  conception  of,  nor  defire  after.  Spiritual  things 
appear  to  us  in  a  new  light,  and  mc  jiidge  of  them 
in  a  new  manner.  Wc  have  neither  that  averfion 
to  confidcr,  nor  that  inability  to  undcrftand  them 
■which  we  before  laboured  under ;  but  we  think  of 
them  with  delight,  and  apprehend  them  with  rea 
dincfs.  Hence  wc  become  favingly  acquainted 
with  them  :  **  W^e  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth 
makes  us  free."  **  The  Gofpel  comes  to  us,  not  in 
word  only,  but  alfo  in  power  :  "  Being  **  turned 
from  darknefs  to  light,"  and  difpofcd  to  receive 
more    and    more    light    continually,    we   are  alfo 

turned 
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turned  '«  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God."  In 
other  words,  the  light  communicated  to  our  Un- 
derfiandlng  iiifluenccs  our  Will,  and  brings  it  into 
fubjectivon  to  the  Holy  Will  of  God,  whom  we 
Jerve  as  well  as  knoWy  and  whofe  fervice  we  find 
to  be  perfe6l  freedom.  This  leads  me  to  obferve, 
2ndly,  that, 

8.  From  the  darknefs  of  the  Under/landing  arifes 
the  perverfenefs  of  the  TFilly  which  in  our  unholy 
flate  of  nature  oppofes  the  holy  will  of  God. — > 
Not  difcerning  the  vanity  of  the  IVorld,  its  un- 
fatisfadory  nature,  and  fhort  duration,  we  chufe 
it  for  our  portion,  and  foolifhly  feek  our  happinefs 
in  it.  Not  knowing  the  all-fufficicncy  of  Gody 
and  his  willingnefs  to  afford  us  folid  and  lafting 
comfort  in  his  favour  and  prefence,  we  fliun  his 
ways,  and  decline  all  fellowfliip  with  him.  Not 
feeing  the  finfulnefs  of  Sin,  and  its  deftrudivc 
ccnfequences,  we  do  not  loathe  and  abhor  it,  but 
roll  it  under  our  tongue  as  a  fweet  morfel,  and  are 
prone  to  commit  it,  as  the  fpaiks  to  fly  upwards. 
To  HoHnefs  we  have  a  ft  range  averfion,  arifing 
from  our  ignorance  of  its  excellent  nature  and 
bleffed  confequences.  God's  commandments  we 
refufe  to  obey  ;  they  are  grievous  to  us,  becaufe 
we  underftand  not  their  reafonablcncfs  and  happy 
tendency.  To' his  difpenfations  we  will  not  fub- 
mit,  not  knov.'ing  that  they  are  direcSlcd  by  infinite 
wifdom  and  almighty  love,  and  afl'uredly  work  for 
good  to  them  that  love  God.  Now  this  perverfe 
will  is  that  cx^ovr.y.a,  aoi^y.'Ky  *'  that  carnal  mind, 
which  is  enmity  againft  God,  which  is  not  fubje6t 
to  tlie  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be,"  under 
the  dominion  of  which,  whofoever  is,  *'  he  can- 
not pleafe  God." 

9.  But  by  the  fant^ification  of  the  /f/V/,  follow- 
ing the  fnnflification  of  the  Underjlandingj  a  glo- 
rious  change  is  wrought.     For  being  enlightened 

with 
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with  the  knowledge  of  God,  we  arc  no  longer 
averfe  to  his  fcrvice  but  confider  it  at  once  our 
duty  and  happinefs  to  love  him,  and  live  to  his 
glory.  The  vail  whicli  covered  the  world  and 
concealed  its  vanity  being  withdrawn,  we  turn 
our  backs  upon  ir,  and,  aftonifhcd  at  our  former 
folly,  cry  out,  <*  What  have  I  to  do  any  more 
with  idols?"  and  affirm,  concerning  the  creatures, 
*'  Miferable  comforters  are  ye  all."  Sin  appears 
in  all  its  deformity,  accompanied  with  a  long  train 
of  miferies,  and  we  flee  from  its  pernicious  touch, 
and  '*  abhor  the  garment  fp;  ttcd  by  the  flclh." 
Holinefs  fliines  forth  in  ail  its  luftre  and  beauty, 
and  we  embrace  it  with  our  whole  foul.  We 
have  refpccSl  to  all  God's  commandments,  and  de- 
light to  fulfil  them,  convinced  they  are  **  true 
and  righteous  altogether,  more  to  be  defired  than 
gold,  yea,  than  much  fine  gold  ;  fweeter  than 
honey  and  the  honey-comb  ;  and  moreover,  that  in 
keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward."  We  ac- 
quiefce  in  all  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence, 
and  with  fweet  complacency  and  delight  acknow- 
ledge, <<  Good  is  the  will  of  the  Lord.'*  How 
many  foever  our  difappointments,  lofTes,  and  fuf- 
fcrings  are,  flill  we  fay,  **  Not  my  will  but  thine 
be  done.     Be  it  unto  me  even  as  thou  wilt, " 

'*  We  fee  the  hand,  wc  worfhip  and  adore, 
•*  And  jultify  the  all-difpofing  power." 

lo.  In  the  fan61ification  of  the  Spirit y  1  fuppofe 
is  included,  3dly,  that  of  the  Conjcicnce ;  which 
has  as  much  need  of  being  renewed,  as  our  other 
powers,  it  being  equally  depraved  with  them.  For 
it  is  naturally  blinded  and  miftaken,  hardened  and 
infenfiblc.  Unacquainted  with  the  will  of  God, 
it  docs  not  give  us  due  information  concerning  if, 
but  crroneoufly  approves  where  it  fliould  con- 
demn,   and   condemns   where   it   ihould  approve. 

It 
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It  gives  an  uncertain  found;  who  then  can  prepare 
himfelf  for  obedience?  Nay,  too  often  it  gives 
no  found  at  all,  but  fuffers  us  to  go  on  quietly  in 
the  way  of  our  heart,  and  to  walk'after  the  defire 
of  cur  eyes.  It  is  its  duty  indeed,  like  a  faithful 
watchman,  to  ^varn  us  of  approaching  danger,  and 
advertife  us  of  the  advances  of  our  enemies. 
But  alas !  intoxicated  with  the  ftupifying  potions 
of  fin, 

• **   It  fleeps 

"  On  rofe  and  myrtle,  lull'd  with  fyren  fong." 

Our  threefold  enemy  aflaults,  prevails,  and  con- 
quers ;  we  are  wounded,  mangled  and  flain  ;  but 
f^ill  confcience  gives  no  alarm,  ftill  we  are  infen- 
fible  of  our  mifery.  We  are,  as  the  Apoftle  ex- 
prefles  it,  a,TT',:-Kyr,^QMc^  paji  feeling.  Temptation 
hurries  us  hither  and  thither  at  pleafure,  we  drive 
furioufly  in  the  way  of  fin,  and  (if  divine  grace 
prevent  not)  we  never  ftop,  till  down  the  precipice  of 
dearh  we  rufli  into  the  dreadful  lake,  where  con- 
fcience awakes  intb  *'  a  worm  that  dieth  not,  and 
where  the  fire  is  not  quenched." 

II.  This  would  be  the  cafe  with  all  mankind 
were  it  not  for  the  grace  of  God.  This  makes 
the  difference  wherever  it  is.  But,  fuppofe  thro* 
the  influence  of  that  grace,  operating  different 
"ways,  our  confcience  is  awakened  from  its  fleep, 
and  roufed  from  its  lethargy;  fuppofe,  further,  it 
is  no  longer  erroneous,  but  rightly  informed  con- 
cerning the  will  of  God  ;  yet  ftill  it  is  not  fanc- 
tified  till  it  be  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  ChriO, 
but  is  what  the  Apollle  calls  an  evil  confcience^ 
Gained  and  polluted  with  lin  and  guilt.  Siich  \^as 
David's  confcience  when  he  faid,  '*  Innumerable 
evils  compafs  me  about,  mine  iniquities  have  taken 
fuch  hold  upon  me,  that  1  cannot  look  up,  there- 
fore my   heart  faileth  rac.  "     **  My  wounds  ftink 

and 
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and  are  corrupt  thro'  my  foolifhncfs."  Such  was 
the  confcience  of  the  Publican,  when  he  [)rayecl, 
**  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  (inner. "  Such  tliat  of 
tlie  Jailor,  when  he  **  came  trembling,  and  fell 
down  before  Paul  and  Silas,"  and  ailced,  **  Sirs, 
what  mull  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"  And  fuch  the  con- 
fcicnces  of  the  three  thoufand,  converted  on  the 
day  of  Pentecoft,  when  being  **  pricked  to  the 
heart,  they  cried  out,  Men  and  brethren,  what 
fliall  we  do?" 

12.  Now   the  fancfif cation  of   the  Confcience, 
implies  an  acquittance  from  guilt,   a  freedom  from 
condemnation,  or  the  remiffion  of  fins,  and  accep- 
tance  with  God  ;  in  confequence  of  which  we  are 
now  no  longer  obnoxious  to  God's  wrath,  and  lia- 
ble  to  everlalVmg  puniHiment,  but  being  pofleiTed 
of  his  favour,   are   entitled  to  eternal  life.     That 
our   confcience   may   be   thus  fanCtirted,  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary,    ifl.  That  we  (hould  be  in  Chrift 
by   faith,  and   have   an  interefl   in    his   fufferings. 
Tor  it  is  the  blood  of  Chriil:  alone  wliich  cleanfetli 
from    the  guilt   of  fin,   and  it  is  only  to  thofe  that 
**  are  in  him  that  there  is  no  condemnation."  And 
then,  2dly,  that   we  nny  continue  in  this  ftate  of 
reconciliation     with   (jod,    it  is   further   necetfary 
that   we  **  walk   not  after   the  flefli,   but  after  the 
I'pirit  *  ,  that  we  walk  in  all  God's  ordinances  and 
commandments   blamclefs.  "       For   if    wc   would 
*'  rejoice   in   the  tellimony  of  our  confcience,"  we 
niuft   *<  have  our  converfntion  in  the  worhl  in  fim- 
plicity  and   godly   fincerity,  not    wifh    flefhly  wif- 
d<)m,   but  by  the  grace  of  God."     Thus  only  can 
we   have   a   confcience  **  void   of  offence   towards 
God  and  man." 

13.    It    is   eafy   to   fee,  that  in  what  I  have  now 
("aid    refpedling   the  Confcience,   I  include  all  that 

*   Roiu.   viii.   I.  is 
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is  generally  underftood  by  JuJ}ifcation^  which  is 
the  name  whereby  this  work  jS  commonly  called, 
both  in  the  Scriptures  and  in  the  writings  of  the 
moft  eminent  Divines.  I  have  only  to  add,  when 
this  ineitimable  blelllng  is  conferred  upon  us,  and 
we  **  have  peace  with  God  thro'  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  ;"  when  we  *<  tai^e  that  the  Lord  is  gra- 
cious," and  can  apply  to  ourfelves  the  following 
words  with  confidence, 

*'  O  Love,  thou  bottomlefs  abyfs ! 

'*  My  fins  are  Iwallowed  up  in  thee  ! 

**  Cover'd  is  irine  unrighteoufnefs, 

"  Nor  fpot  of  guilt  remains  in  me  I 

*'  While  Jefu's  blood  thro'  earth  and  fkies, 

**  Mercy,  free,  boundlefs  mercy  cries  1 

then  let  us  dedicate  our  Confcience  to  the  Lord, 
that  being  guided  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  it  rriay 
ciiredl  us  in  the  way  of  dutv,  and  warn  us  of  the 
danger  we  are  in  from  the  alTaults  of  our  fpiritual 
enemies  ;  and  thus  will  it  be  properly  fandificd 
and  employed  according  to  the  will  of  him,  who 
fent  that  guardian  angel  to  condudt  us  thro'  the 
fnares  of  this  world  to  his  heavenly  kingdom. 

14.  Once  more  on  this  head  :  The  Memory  muft 
be  fan61ified.  So  we  call  that  wonderful  power, 
God  hath  beftowed  upon  us,  of  recalling  former 
ideas  and  recolledling  paft  events.  This /arw/Zy, 
tho'  ftrangely  weakened  and  corrupted  by  the  fall, 
flill  retains  a  furprizing  degree  of  flrength  and 
vigour  in  fome  ;  all  ages  having  produced  indivi- 
duals whofe  power  of  recolle6lion  has  been  amaz- 
ing. But  with  the  generality  the  cafe  is  different  : 
their  memories  are  exceedingly  treacherous  :  which 
by  no  means  proves  that  their  fouls  have  fuftained 
more  moral  injury  by  fin  than  other?,  but  only 
that  their   bodies   are   lefs  perfed  :  for  it  is  well 

known 
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known  that  the  memory  depends  on  the  brain,  and 
is  Wronger  or  weaker  as  the  modlHcation  of  that 
organ  is  more  or  lefs  calculated  for  exerting  this 
fundion.  But,  be  \t  Jlrong  or  lucaky  it  is  certainly, 
like  our  other  powers,  greatly  corrupted  in  all. 
Inftead  of  being,  as  was  originally  intended,  a 
well  ordered  Repofitory  of  divine  truths  and  ufeful 
remarks,  drawn  from  experience  and  obfervation, 
it  is  become  a  mere  fink  of  fin,  or  a  lumber-room 
of  impertinence  and  folly.  We  commonly  re- 
member beli  what  it  would  be  well  to  forget,  and 
forget  what  we  ought  to  remember.  Our  minds, 
like  a  leaky  veilel,  readily  let  out  the  pure  water 
of  life,  while  they  feldom  fail  to  retain  the  filth 
of  lin  and  dregs  of  vanity.  What  is  pious  and 
ufeful  makes  but  a  very  faint  imprefllon,  and  is 
therefore  foon  forgot,  whereas  what  is  impure  and 
prejudicial,  being  agreeable  to  our  carnal  hearts, 
finks  deep  and  remains  long. 

15.  But  the  cafe  is  quite  altered  when  the  Me- 
mory is  jan5lified.  Then  the  things  of  God,  ap- 
pearing to  the  mind  in  all  their  importance,  make 
a  deep  and  lafiing  imprefl'ion  upon  us :  whereas 
earthly  and  temporal  things,  the  vanity  and  (liort 
duration  of  which  the  underlUnding  diicovers,  do 
not  much  affecSl  us,  and  therefore  are  not  remem- 
beied.  Thus  the  memory  is  weakened  with  re- 
gard to  thofe  thing*?,  which  are  trifling  and  hurtful, 
and  firengthened  with  regard  to  thofe  which  are 
important  and  ufeful.  Or  rather,  it  cafls  away 
the  former  as  unwortliv  of  a  place  in  fuch  a  facred 
Repofitory,  and  retains  the  latftr,  as  things  that 
defcrve  to  be  locked  up  in  the  cabinet  of  the  heart. 
The  IJnderfiandingy  the  leading  faculty,  being  en- 
lightened, and  the  TFill  rendered  obedient  to  its 
didues,  the  Mcjnon'x^  only  entruficd  wiih  what  is 
ufeful   and  excellent,  to  which  it  is  more  at  libety 

to 
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to  attend,  and  will  keep  with  greater  faithfulnefs, 
being  freed  from  the  care  of  that  ufclefs  lumber, 
which  before  dii^racf^ed  and  overcharged  ir.  Add 
to  this,  that  *♦  the  Spirit  helps  our  weak  infirmi- 
ties," and  brings  to  our  remembrance  the  things  we 
have  feen  and  heard,  and  that  at  the  very  time 
when  it  is  mod  needful.  In  this  way  is  the  damage 
our  memory  hath  fuftained  by  the  fall  much  re- 
paired. However,  as  it  depends  fo  much  fas  has 
been  faid)  on  a  bodily  organ,  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  it  will  be  reftored  to  its  original  Rate,  till 
the  body  itfelf  is  created  anew  by  a  glorious  re- 
furredlion.  Then,  and  not  before,  fhall  we  be 
freed  from  this  and  every  other  infirmity. 

1 6.  In  the  mean  time,  be  the  memory  flrong 
or  weak,  it  may  be  fan£llfied^  and  no  longer  em- 
ployed as  an  indrumcnt  of  unrighteoufnefs  unto 
fin,  but  devoted  to  the  honour  and  fervice  of  God. 
Inflead  of  ferving  the  defigns  of  Satan,  and  mi- 
niftering  to  our  guilt  and  mifery,  by  fupplying  fuel 
to  our  pri^e,  refe,itnienty  2ind  I uji  \  it  may  ferve  the 
purpofe  of  God's  glory,  and  help  to  promote  our 
holinefs  and  happinefs,  by  reminding  us  of  mo- 
tives to  humility,  faith,  and  love.  Many  have 
fircng,  but  unfan^ifed  Memories,  which  ferve 
only  to  encreafe  their  knowledge,  not  their  grace  ; 
and,  of  confequence,  to  aggravate  their  condem- 
nation. But  by  fandlificaiion,  the  Memory^  being 
confecrated  to  God  and  religion,  becom.cs  a  facred 
ftorehoufe  for  the  Chriftian's  fupply  in  his  jour- 
ney thro'  this  wildernefs  to  the  New  Jerufalem. 
There  the  Word  of  Truth  is  laid  up,  whence  he 
is  furnifhed  with  **  the  armour  of  righteoufnefs  on 
the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,"  with  food  to  nou- 
irfli,  and  with  medicine  to  heal  the  diforders  of 
his  foul.  There  former  experiences  are  prefcrved, 
which  being  reviewed,  afford  much  matter  for  hu- 
miliation 
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millation  and  gratitude,  and  greatly  add  to  his 
confidence  and  joy.  And  there  the  difpenfations 
of  Divine  Providence,  whether  of  a  public  or 
a  private  nature,  whether  towards  himfelf  or 
others  with  whom  he  has  been  acquainted,  are 
kept  in  flore,  and  being  refle6led  upon,  ferve  both 
for  caution  and  for  comfort  ;  both  to  guard  him 
againft  thofe  fins  and  follies  for  which  God  hath 
chaftifcd  hirn  and  others,  and  to  prompt  him  to  that 
holy  living,  and  thofe  good  works,  which  fail  not 
of  meeting  with  a  prefent  reward.  Above  all, 
there  he  treafurcs  up  the  commandments  of  God,, 
with  many  prudential  rules  of  duty,  that  he  may 
never  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  the  v;ay  wherein  he 
ou^ht  to  go,  and  **  how  he  ought  to  walk  thereiri 
fo  as  to  pleafe  God." 

We  come  now  to  confider,  2dly,  the  fandlifica- 
lion  of  the  Soul  (-k^^)  including  under  that  term 
the  PajJiQus  and  Appetites. 

I.  By  the  PajjionSy  I  mean  thofe  nffeSlioris  or 
£moiions  of  the  mind,  which  are  excited  upon  the 
apprehenfion  of  any  real  or  fuppofed  good  or  evil. 
When  we  apprehend  any  thing  good  or  excellent, 
we  love  (that  is,  efteem  and  take  complacency  in) 
it  ;  if  it  appear  any  way  fuitable  to  us,  we  defire 
it,  and  that  more  or  lefs,  as  it  appears  more  or 
lefs  fuitable.  If  there  be  any  profpe6l  of  attain- 
ing ir,  we  hope  for  it,  and  our  hope  is  in  propor- 
tion to  fuch  a  profpe6l.  If  we  have  actually  at- 
tained it,  and  find  it  anfwer  our  expe6fations,  we 
rejoice  in  the  poffefTion  of  it. — On  the  other  hand, 
when  we  apprehend  any  thing  evil^  we  hate  it ;  i£ 
it  appear  hurtful  to  us,  we  are  averfe  to  it.  If, 
farther,  it  feem  likely  to  befall  us,  we  fear  it  ; 
and  if  it  do  in  fadl  befall  us,  it  excites  forroiv  and 
dtjirejs.  Thcfe  are  generally  accounted  the  prin- 
cipal and  leading  Fajfionsy  from  which  all  the  reft 
O  are 
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are  derived,  and  to  which  they  may  be  referred, 
viz.  Love  and  Hatred,  Deft  re  and  Aver/ion,  Hope 
and  Fear,  Joy  and  Sorrow  \  and  thefc  1  (hall  con- 
line  myfelf  to  at  prefent. 

2.  Now  all  thefe  muft  ht  fanSl'ified,  being  na- 
turally irregular  or  inordinate.  It  is  a  melancholy 
truth,  maniteft  from  daily  experience  and  obferva- 
tion,  and  confirmed  by  the  teftimony  of  Scripture, 
that  we  are  even  prone  to  love  what  we  (liould 
hatef  and  hate  what  we  (hould  love  :  defire  what 
we  fhould  ahhor\  and  ahhor  what  we  fhould  deftre  ; 
hope  for  what  we  (hould  rather  fear,  and  fear 
what  (lioiild  excite  our  ho  e\  rejoice  in  that  which 
ought  to  give  us  forrozv,  ^nd  for roiu  for  that  which 
ought  to  afford  us,  joy.  And  certainly,  the  fuppofed 
good  things  of  this  world,  fuch  as  riches,  honours, 
health,  eafe,  the  pleafures  of  fenfe  and  thofe  of 
imagination,  naturally  excite  our  love  and  dejlre, 
hope  and  joy  ^  while  the  fuppofed  evil  things  of  the 
world,  fuch  as  poverty,  difgracc,  ficknefs,  pain, 
labour,  toil,  awaken  in  us  the  contrary  paffions  of 
hatred,  averfion,  fear,  and  Jorrow. 

3.  It  is  true,  there  is  a  fen^'e  in  which  this  is 
lawful,  viz.  when  it  is  in  perfect  fubordination 
to  God  and  his  holy  will  •  I  mean,  when  thefe 
different  and  contrary  paffions  are  excited  in  us  in 
a  regular  manner,  in  a  due  degree,  and  are  only 
indulged  for  God's  fake,  and  with  a  view  to  his 
glory.  But  furely,  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  us 
before,  or  any  farther  than  we  are  fan6lified. 
Previous  to  this  change  being  wrought  upon  us, 
not  only  the  'forementioncd  things  of  the  world 
reputed  good,  but  fin  itfclf  is  the  obje61  of  our 
love  and  deftre,  hope  and  joy  \  while  God  and  re- 
ligion, holinefs  and  obedience,  things  fpiritual  and 
divine,  are  hated  and  avoided,  as  tho'  they  were 
evil  in  themfelves  and  prejudicial  to  us.;  That 
this  is  the  cafe,  all   who  are  enlighterred  by  the 
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Spirit  of  God,  have  fcen  and  felt  to  their  furrow  ; 
and  as  for  thofe  w  ho  are  ftill  unawakened,  I  beg 
leave  to  remind  them  of  the  words  of  infpiration, 
<*  The  heart  (including  the  affedionsj  is  deceitful 
above  all  things,  and  dclpcrarcly  vickcd;"  and 
again,  **  God  law  that  tl.e  vickednefs  of  man  was 
great  upon  the  earth,  and  that  the  imagination  of 
the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil,  and  that 
continually; — evil  from  his  youth  up." 

4.  How  much  then  do  our  paffions  need  to  be 
fancSlified  !  IJow  ncccffary  is  it  that  a  change 
fhould  be  wrouglit  in  them  !  That  they  fhoul  J 
be  properly  reftrained  and  duly  reguh\ted  !  Sub- 
jcif^ed  to  the  will  of  God,  and  fixed  upon  their 
proper  obje(5ls !  all  which  is  implied  in  their  fanc- 
fiPication.  **  TJie  Lord  dire<£t  your  hearts  into  the 
love  of  Cjod,"  fays  St.  Paul*,  that  is,  May  the 
whole  train  of  your  Affedlions  be  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  love  of  God.  Now  this  is  really 
and  fully  done  when  we  are  fan(5>ified.  Then 
God  and  his  holy  will,  religion  and  virtue,  holi- 
nefs  here,  and  happinefs  hereafter,  engage  our 
chief  attention,  and  polfefs  the  fupreme  place  in 
our  affe61ions.  We  highly  efleem  and  fervently /^i;^ 
them,  eagerly  deftrcy  and  diligently  purfue  them  : 
They  arc  the  objecfis  of  our  hope  and  joy^  and  we 
take  complacency  and  delight  in  them  from  day  to 
day.  And  if  we  defire  or  delight  in  any  thing  elfe, 
it  is  in  fubordination  to  God  and  his  holy  will. 
We  are  therefore  **  crucified  unto  the  world,  and 
the  world  is  crucified  unto  us  :  "  We  are  faved 
from  the  love  of  things  temporal,  from  all  undue 
attachment  to  them  and  delire  after  them,  well 
knowing,  *<  if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him." 

5.  In  the  mean  time,  our  aver/ton  to  the  evil 
things  of  the   world,    as  poverty,    reproach,  fick- 

*   z  1  hcf.   iii.   J. 
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nefs,  and  pain,  is  fo  moderated,  that  we  are  re- 
jfigntd  to  iufTer  them  when  God  fliall  fo  appoint  ; 
ncUher /ear I fjg  them  when  abfent  w^ith  any  fear  that 
hath  torment,  nor  forrowing  as  thofe  that  have  no 
hope  nor  portion  in  God,  when  they  are  prefent. 
But  rather  we  defire  often  to  *<  have  fellowftiip 
"with  Chrift  in  his  fufferings,  and  rejoice  that  he  is 
magnified  in  our  body,"  whether  by  eafe  or  pain, 
•*  life  or  death."  Yea,  when  our  <*  afflictions 
abound,  our  confolations  do  much  more  abound." 
At  the  fame  time,  ^«,  all  fin,  whatever  honour, 
or  pleafure,  or  profit  it  promifes,  is  the  object  of 
our  haired  and  abhorrence.  We  are  heartily  Jorry 
for  our  paft  fins,  the  remembrance  of  them  is 
grievous  unto  us,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  we 
determine  for  the  future  not  to  repeat  them.  We 
have  an  utter  hatred  to  every  appearance  of  evil, 
and  a  filial  fear  of  offending  him,  whom  our  fouls 
love.  And  thus  are  all  our  PafiTions  exercifed  upon 
their  proper  obje6ls,  and  duly  regulated. 

6.  Having  dwelt  fo  long  upon  the  foregoing 
particulars,  I  Ihall  fay  lefs  upon  the  AppetiteSy  the 
fandlification  of  which  comes  next  to  beconfidered. 
By  the  Appetites,  1  mean  thofe  propenfities  or  incli^ 
nations  which  are  fuited  to  an  animal  nature,  and 
which  God  hath  for  wife  ends  implanted  in  us, 
whom  he  hath  endued  with  fuch  a  nature,  Theje 
it  is  not  the  will  of  God  to  eradicate,  any  more 
than  our  Pajftons,  but  only  to  regulate  and  reftrain 
them,  of  which  furely  they  have  great  need.  For, 
alas  I  how  frequently,  how  almoft  univerfally  are 
they  indulged  to  excefs  1  How  much  delicacy 
and  expenfive  fupcrfluity  in  eating  and  drinking  ! 
How  many  ufelefs,  nay  deftrudive  dilhes  and  in- 
vented liquors  !  How  much  intemperance  among 
all  orders  and  degrees  of  men  !  How  much  glut- 
tony and  drunkennefs  1  How  many  eftates  are 
fi^uandered  away  !     How   many   families  reduced 

to 
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lo  beggary,  to  gratify  a  vile  appetite,  to  fulfil  a 
beaftly  defire  !  And,  what  is  yet  more  to  be  de- 
plored, how  many  thus  ruin  a  good  confiitution, 
and  bring  various  difcafes  upon  themfelvcs,  at 
once  painful  and  loathfomc,  whicii  it  is  beyond 
the  power  of  medicine  to  remedy,  and  which  ter- 
minate at  laft  in  an  untimely  death  ^  while,  in 
the  mean  time,  they  deprive  themfelves  of  the  di- 
vine favour,  and  caft  their  fouls  into  endlcfs  perdi- 
tion!  **  Their  end  is  defiruiStion,  becaufe  their 
God  is  their  belly,  and  their  glory  is  their  fliame." 
In  fine,  how  much  uncleannefs  of  every  kind,  the 
fcandal  and  reproach,  I  will  not  fay  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  but  of  human  nature  itfelf!  How  far, 
in  thefe  refpeds,  is  man  degraded  beneath  the 
brutes  that  perifh  ! 

7.  Now  the  fan6\ification  of  our  Appetites  puts 
an  entire  end  to  all  this,  and  enables  us  to  live 
foberlyy  as  well  as  righteoujly  and  godly  in  this  pre- 
fent  world,  Ari(£\ly  cultivating  temperance  and 
chaflity  in  all  their  branches.  Ir  implies  the  cru- 
cifixion of  all  defire  after  fupeifluous  or  delicate 
food,  and  the  reftraint  or  eradication  of  all  impure 
lufts  whatfoever.  Then  fhall  we  only  take  that 
quantity  and  quality  of  food  which  is  moO  condu- 
cive to  our  bodily  health,  and  beft  firs  us  for  the 
fervice  of  God  in  that  lawful  calling  wherein  his 
providence  hath  placed  us.  Then  fhall  we  manifcfl 
in  all  our  tempers,  words,  and  works,  tlie  inward 
purity  of  our  hearts.  We  fliall  glorify  Gq4J>y 
chadity  and  modefly  in  a  fingle  life,  the  more  ex- 
cellent way  to  thofe  who  can  receive  ir,  or  by  tem«. 
perance  and  fidelity  in  a  marriage  ftate,  which  is 
honourable  in  all,  and  necefTary  for  many.  In 
either  ftate  we  fhall  preferve  ourfelves  free  frorin 
the  **  pollutions  that  are  in  the  world  thro'  luft.** 
Remembering  that  our  bodies y  as  well  as  fouls y  are 
temples  of  the  Holy  Ghort,  and  bought  with  the 
O  3  blood 
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bJood  of  Chri(^,  we  lliall  not  proftltute  them  to  firt 
and  the  devil  by  gratifying  any  bafe  defire,  but 
fhall  keep  tl>cm  holy,  that  we  may  *<  glorify  God, 
as  well  in  our  body  as  fpirir,  which  are  God's." 

This  lends  me,  3dly,  to  fubjoin  a  few  words  on 
the  fanSiification  ot  the  Body. 

1.  The  Spirit  and  Soul  being  depraved,  feduced 
from  God,  debauched  by  (in,  and  devoted  to  the 
fervice  of  Satan,  the  Bodyy  a  mere  fervant  and  in- 
ftrument  in  their  hands,  is  obliged  to  accompany 
them  in  th'^-ir  revolt,  and  obey  the  di(5lates  of  its 
leaders.  As  the  Under/landing  of  the  natural  man 
does  not  difcern  the  evil  of  tin,  nor  his  Confcience 
remonftrate  againlt  it  \  as  his  IVill  and  Affeciions 
chufe  and  embrace  it,  and  his  Appetites  hurry  him 
on  to  the  commilfion  of  it,  it  is  no  wonder  if  his 
fiefh  **  fervc  the  law  of  fin,"  and  hi  '*  prefent  his 
members  as  infirumentsof  unrighteoufnefs*'  there- 
unto. Indeed  the  members  ot  our  bodies  may  be 
always  faid  to  ferve  Jin,  when  we  are  not  influ- 
enced by  the  love  of  God,  and  a  regard  to  his 
glory;  becaufe  then  our  motives  and  ends  2xc  not 
good, nor  of  confequence,  the  words,  and  actions  to 
>vhich  they  give  birth.  Our  eye  is  not  Jingle,  but 
£vil,  and  hence  **  our  whole  body  is  full  of  dark- 
nefs,"  our  whole  conduit  a  fccne  of  fin  :  We 
ferve  ourfclves  and  the  devil,  but  fiot  the  Lord 
Jefus.  And  however  innocent  our  outward  de- 
portment may  appear  before  men,  it  is  far  from 
meeting  with  his  approbation  **  who  fearchcth  the 
heart,  and  trieth  the  rt  ins  of  the  children  of  men." 

2.  But,  alas!  too  often  it  is  not  outwardly  in- 
nocent, but  we  **  prefent  our  members  fervants  to 
uncleannefs,  and  iniquity  unto  iniquity."  Our 
Eyes  are  employed  in  beholding  vanity,  if  not  in 
f^ratifying  the  luflful,  envious  or  covetous  defire. 
Our   Ears  are  attentive  to  idle  fongs,  to  flattering 

lips, 


tXTENT    OF    SANCTIFICATION.  31^ 

lips,  and  a  flanderoiis  tongue.  If  our  Htinds  Ao 
not  pick  and  fleal,  rob  and  defraud,  hint  and 
maim  any  one  :  if  they  do  not  injure  our  neigh- 
bour in  his  perfon  or  property,  yet  are  they  per- 
haps incentives  to  concupifccnce  or  wrath,  or  neg- 
ligent in  our  calling  and  in  relieving  the  indigent. 
If  our  Feet  be  n«Jt  **  fv^ift  to  (lied  blood,"  if  they 
do  not  aflifl  us  to  purfue,  overtake,  and  abufo  or 
dcftroy  thofe  for  whom  Chrirt  died  \  yet  do  they 
perhaps  *♦  walk  in  the  way  of  finners,"  and  **  fol- 
low the  multitude  to  do  evil,"  conveying  us  to 
places  of  debauchery  and  excefs,  riot  and  un- 
cleannefs.  And  our  Tongue^  that  glory  of  our 
fiamc,  whereby  wc  fhould  praife  our  God,  and 
edify  our  fellow-creatures,  fuppofing,  fliame  and 
humanity  preferve  it  (would  to  God  they  always 
ditl  !)  from  **  blafpheming  that  holy  Name  where- 
by we  are  called,"  and  curfing  our  brethren  of 
mankind  ;  yet  will  it  backbite  and  flander  the  ab- 
fent,  or  talk  unprofitably  before  fuch  as  are  pre- 
fcnt.  Thus,  thro'  fin,  do  we  abufe  and  difbonour 
our  own  bodies,  and  turn  the  gifts  of  God  againit 
him.  We  do  not,  indeed,  hide  our  Lord's  talent 
in  a  naphiuy  but  we  do  what  is  ftill  worft^,  we  em- 
ploy it  to  his  manifeft  diflionour. 

3.  But  obferve  the  change  SariLtiftrrJicn  pro- 
duces, even  in  the  ufe  of  our  Body.  Then  it  is 
that  we  comply  with  the  Apoftle's  exiiortation, 
*'  Let  not  fin  reign  in  your  mortal  body,  to  obey 
it  in  the  lufts  thereof,  neither  yield  your  members 
as  inflruments  of  unrighteoufnefs  unto  fin  ;  but 
yield  yourfelves  to  God,  as  thofe  '\ho  are  alive 
from  the  dead,  and  your  members  as  iniiruments 
of  righteoufncfs  unto  God.  "  Our  Eyes  are 
now  employed  in  reading  the  Word  of  God, 
and  difcovering  the  wonders  of  his  wifdom, 
power,  and  love,  manifefted  in  the  works  of  crea- 
tion. Our  Ears  are  open  to  receive  inilru^^ion, 
O  4  to 
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to  hearken  to  the  complaint  of  the  poor,  and  the 
difirefs  of  the  affli6ied.  Our  Tongues  proclaim 
the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  and  fpeak  of  all 
his  wonderous  works.  **  Grace  is  poured  into  our 
lips,"  and  *'  the  law  of  kindnefs  dwells  upon  our 
tongue.  "  *<  Our  converfation  is  feafoned  with 
fait,  meet  to  minifter  grace  to  the  hearers."  Our 
Hands  are  exerted  in  honeft  labour,  or  ft  retched 
out  in  a(^s  of  charity,  according  to  the  ability- 
God  hath  given.  Our  Feet  convey  us  to  the  houfe 
of  God,  the  alfembly  of  the  faints,  and  we  walk 
in  all  his  pleafant  ways  :  We  walk  worthy  of  the 
L^ord  unto  all  pleafing,  and  ferve  him  with  every 
faculty  of  our  foul  and  member  of  our  body. 

I.  Thus  have  we  feen  how  every  part  of  us  is  to 
be  fan61ified  :  I  have  only  to  add,  before  I  dif- 
inifs  this  head  of  my  difcourfe,  4thly,  That  it  is 
further  intended  by  the  word  'AoI^aek,  that  every 
part  fhould  ue  fanctined/^^TT.'^^v.  Not  as  if  the 
Apoftlc  meant  that  any  bounds  could  be  \ti  to  this 
fanctification,  fo  that  we  could,  at  any  period, 
fay,  <<  Hitherto  (halt  thou  go  and  no  further  :  " 
Not  as  if  there  were  any  ftate  to  be  arrived  at  on 
earth,  wherein  our  holinefs  fhould  be  incapable  of- 
increafe.  Surely  no  :  Nor,  is  it  probable,  even 
in  heaven.  It  fecms  effential  to  the  happinefs  of 
a  creaturey  a  finite  being,  that  it  fhould  continually 
advance  in  perfe6lion.  And  this  it  may  do  thro* 
millions  of  ages,    and   ftill  come   infinitely  fliort 

of    the    perfection   of    God. -It  appears   from 

Tvhat  has  b<?en  faid,  that  the  fandiification  of 
our  other  powers  arifes  from,  and  depends  upon, 
the  fandlification  of  the  Underjlanding.  The 
more  the  Underftanding  is  enlightened  in  the 
true  knowledge  of  God,  the  more  our  TVill  and 
AffeBions  centre  in  him  as  our  chief  good.  The 
more  we  difcern,  by  the  light  of  grace,  the  vanity 

of 
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of  the  world,  the  more  muft  our  hearts  be  dif- 
engaged  from  it.  The  fame  1  may  fay  of  lin  in 
general  :  The  more  evil  it  appears,  the  more  ihall 
we  hate  and  guard  againfl  it.  And  with  regard 
to  hollnefsy  the  more  excellent  in  its  nature,  and 
happy  in  its  tendency  it  feems  to  us,  the  more 
fhail  we  love  and  purfue  it.  Now,  who  tan  fay- 
he  is  as  much  enlightened  in  thefe  refpeCls  as  hfc 
may  be  ?  Surely  none.  And  furely  then,  none 
can  rcafonably  think  he  is  arrived  at  the  top  of  the 
ladder  in  holinefs,  and  can  therefore  advance  no 
further.  But  while  we  are  in  the  world,  vvc  inay 
and  muft  confider  it  to  be  our  duty  and  privilege, 
to  *'  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.** 

1.  But  when  the  Apodle  prays  that  we  may  be 
perfeSfly  fan6iified,  he  means,  as  far  as  wc  are  ca- 
pable of  being  in  this  world  :  '*  That  the  dark« 
nefs  may  pafs  away,  and  the  true  light  coniinually 
ihine  :  "  **  That  we  may  walk  in  the  light,  as- 
he  is  in  the  light,"  having  daily  fellowihip  with 
him,  and  one  with  another-.  **  That  we  may  have 
an  un6tion  from  the  Holy  One  teaching  us  all 
things,"  the  **  Spirit  of  truth  guiding  us  into  all 
truth."  He  means  further,  that  our  Pf^ill  Ihould 
be  wholly  conformed  to,  and  fwallowed  up  in  the 
will  of  God,  fo  that  we  may  lie  in  his  hands 
as  clay  in  the  hands  of  the  potter,  to  be  difpofed 
of  according  to  his  will,  and  formed  after'his  like- 
nefs,  choofing  him  for  our  only  portion,  and  re- 
figning  up  all  our  defigns  and  defires  to  him^ 
Again,  that  our  Confcience  Aiould  continually  feel 
the  cleanfing  virtue  of  Jefus's  blood  ;  that  we 
fliould  wa(h  in  the  fountain  and  be  ever  clean,; 
faying,  from  the  heart, 

'*  Every  moment,  Lprd,  I  have, 
•*  The  merit  of  thy  death  ;  " 

O  5  And 
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And  that  we  (hould  find  continual  matter  of 
rejoicing  in  the  teftimony  of  a  good  and  tender 
confcience.  He  means,  laftly,  that  our  Paffions 
and  Appetites  (hould  be  fo  regulated  and  inflamed 
v'ith  divine  love,  that  a  '*  peace,  palling  under- 
f^anding,  may  keep  our  hearts  and  minds  thro' 
Chrift  Jefus,"  and  we  may  *'  dwell  in  love,  and 
in  God,  and  God  in  us."  Thus  (hall  we  be  able 
to  adopt  the  following  language,  very  cxpreflivc 
©f  the  full  affurance  of  hope  : 

**  'Tis  done  at  lall,  the  great  deciding  part, 

"  The  world's  fubdiied,  and  thou  hall  all  my  heart: 

**  \-.  triumphs  in  the  change,  and  fixes  here, 

**  Nor  does  another  feparaticn  fear  ; 

.*'  No  various  fjenes  to  comC;  no  chringe  of  place^ 

**  Shall  thy  lov'd  image  from  my  ibul  efface  ; 

*'  Nor  length,  nor  breadtii.  nor  diilant  height  above,. 

**  Nor  depth  below,  ihall  part  me  from  thy  love." 

And  all  this,  that  **  whether  we  eat  or  drink,  or 
whatever  we  do,  we  may  do  all  to  the  glory  of 
God  ;  "  that  whatever  we  do  in  word  or  deed,  we 
may  **do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefu?,^  giv- 
ing thanks  to  God,  even  the  Father,  thro'  him." 

3.  And  now,  (liall  not  this  bleffing  be  curs?  Can 
we  hear  of  this  renovation  of  our  fallen  nature^ 
of  this  health  and  good  conditution  of  foul,  and 
not  long  to  poffefs  it?  Surt\y  th\s  faiiSfificnnon^ 
{o  excellent  in  itfelf,  and  fo  beneficial  in  its  ef- 
fects, muft  appear  in  the  eyes  of  all  that  are  en- 
lightened, to  be  far  more  defirable  than  the  mod 
valuable  of  thofe  earthly  vanities,  which  fo  uni- 
verfally  engage  the  attention,  and  engrofs  the  af- 
fecStions  of  mankind  !  Surely  one  cannot  evea 
tranfiently  behold  this  divine  perfedlion  and  beauty 
without  emotion,  and  cannot  attentively  confider 
it  without  being  overcome  with  defire,  and  made 
(as  it  were)   fick  of  love!      How  lovely  is  this 

image 
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image  of  God,  this  divine  nature!  How  honour- 
able and  h:ippy  to  be  clothed  with  it !  To  have 
all  our  fins  forgiven,  and  our  confciences  fprinkled 
from  guilt  !  To  have  all  our  difeafes  healed,  and 
our  fouls  reftored  to  perfc6l  foundnefs  !  To  have 
our  life  redeemed  from  eternal  defiru6lion,  and 
our  heads  crowned  with  Joving-kindncfs  and  tender 
mercies  !  To  have  God's  approbation  on  earth, 
and  to  hear  him  fay  in  that  day,  <*  Well  done  I  " 
O  what  equals  this  ? 


And  fluiil  the  vi6lor  now 


'•  Boall  tiie  proud  laurels  on  his  painted  brow  ? 
**  ]<.eligion  !   Oh  thou  Cherub!  heavenly  bright, 
**  Oh  joys  xinmix'd  and  fathom!efs  delight  ! 
•'  Thou,  thou  art  all  !  " 

4.  As  to  the  way  in  which  this  holinefs  is  ob- 
tained, I  muft  beg  leave  to  make  that  a  diftindt 
head  of  difcourfe,  having  enlarged  fo  much  on  the 
points  already  treated.  In  the  mean  time,  let  us 
carefully  confider  what  hath  been  advanced  ;  let 
us  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digert  it  ;  and  let 
us  lift  up  our  hearts  unto  God  in  earncfi:  prayer 
for  his  bleflmg  upon  it!  Thus  (hall  vi'e  become 
more  and  more  acquainted  with  its  excellency  and 
necefiuy.  Our  delires  after  it  will  be  maintained 
an(i  encreafcd,  and  we  fhall  even  **  hunger  and 
thirft  after  righteoufncfs,"  And  then  we  fhall  not 
only  be  prepared  to  receive  benefit  by  what  may 
hereafter  be  h'ldj  but  (hall  be  in  the  high  way  tO' 
have  our  defires  accompliihed,  for  **  bleifed  ar« 
they  who  hunger  atid  thirft  after  rigliteoufnefs,  for 
Ibey  (hall  be  tilled." 


O  6  SERMON 
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(    3^5    ) 
SERMON    XIII. 

ON 

The  JVay  of  attaining  SanSiiJication, 

I  THESS.  V.  23,  24. 

«*  May  the  very  God  of  Peace  fanc^ify  you 
wholly:  and  I  pray  God  your  whole  fpirit, 
and  foul,  and  body,  be  prefervcd  blamelefs 
unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
Faithful  is  he  that  calleth  you,  who  alfo 
will  do  it." 

I.   TTAVING    confidered   the  nature   and   ex- 
jnL   tent  of  SanStificatioriy   I  proceed  now,   fe- 
condly,  as   was  propoicd,  to  fiiew  how  it  may  be 
obtained  ? 

I.  With  regard  to  this,  I  muft  obferve,  ift, 
We  cannot  produce  this  change  in  ouiTclves  by 
any  wijdom  or  power  of  our  own.  This  will  be 
readily  allowed  by  all  who  attentively  confider 
what  has  been  already  advanced  on  the  nature  of 
Sandification.  For  it  appears  by  the  account 
given  above,  that  previous,  at  leafl  to  fome  mea- 
sure of  fan<5^ification,  and  while  in  our  natural 
ftate,  we  are  devoid  of  all  wifdom  and  power 
to  do  any  manner  of  thing  that  is  good.  And 
this  is  confirmed  by  our  Lord,  who  faith, 
**  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing. "  Now  if 
we  can  do  nothing  without  him,  how  can  we  do 

this, 
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this,  (o  great,  fo  wonderful  a  work  ?  Can  the 
blind  reftore  himfc'f  to  fight  ?  Can  the  dead 
raifc  J^iiTifelt  up  ?  Can  the  dead  in  fin  quicken 
his  own  foul  ?  A!ss  !  he  doe?  not  even  know  that 
he  is  dead,  but  ficcps  on  fiiil  and  takes  his  rell  ; 
and  if  he  did  know,  he  ha'5>  no  ability  to  perform 
Ti'hat  is  fo  fupci natural.  V/hat  then  mufl  be  dene 
in  this  cafe?  Where  fliall  we  find  relief?  St. 
Paul  tells  us,  ♦'  Our  fufficiencv  is  of  God  ; "  and 
agair.,  ''  God  woiketh  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  of 
his  good  pleafure."  Hence  it  is,  that  in  the  words 
of  our  text,  he  dire61s  his  prci^er  unto  God  for 
this  blcfling,  **  May  the  veiv  Gf^d  of  peace,  a.-J!o<; 
^i  0  0£&c  rr.i  £.pv;v>K.  :"  It  fhould  rathcr  be  rendered^ 
*♦  May  the  God  of  Peace  himfelf  fanctify  )0U." 
It  is  his  peculiar  woik:  Only  *'  he  who  com- 
Hianded  light  to  (lu'n?  out  of  darknefs,  "  can 
'*  fiiine  into  our  hearts  ;"  only  he  who  created  the 
world,  and  brought  order  out  of  coiUufion,  can 
new-create  our  fouls.  We  muff  acknowletige  »*  his 
vorkmanfhip,"  if  we  are  **  created  in  Chrill  Je- 
fus  unto  good  works." 

2.  I  obferve,  2dly,  God  works  this  change  in 
us,  by  communicating  to  us  his  holy  Spirit  in  his; 
various  graces.  As  a  Spirit  of  JViJdojn  and  Reve- 
ialion^  he  difpclls  the  darknefs  of  our  minds,  and 
makes  dus  ♦'  ligl^t  in  the  Lord."  As  a  Spirit  of 
Holincfi?-,  lie  iubducs  t)ur  f-Pills,  and  raifes  our 
Jffc^ions  to  God  "and  Heaven.  As  a  Comforter,. 
he  removes  our  guilty  fears,  fcatters  our  doubts, 
and  fprinkles  our  confciences  from  dead  work?,, 
that  we  may  ferve  tlie  living  God.  He  ccmpofes- 
the  tumult  of  our  breafis,  gives  us  *'  peace  and 
joy  thro'  believing,"  and  fills  us  with  flrong  con- 
folatron.  He  is  the  '*  carncfi  of  our  future  in- 
heritance in  our  hearts,"  and  it  is  by  him  we  are 
♦*  fealed   to  the  day  of  redemption."     Hence  it  is 

tliat 
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that  we  are  faid  *'  to  abound  in  hope  by  die  power 
of  the  Holy  Glioft;"  and  Icve,  meeknefsy  gentle^ 
nefsy  long- Jujfc ring,  and  every  holy  nfrcd^ion  anci 
temper  is  in  S:ripnire  afcribed  to  the  Spirit  of 
God.  Yea,  SandiHcation  itfclf,  with  all  that 
it  includes,  is  there  faid  to  be  the  work  of  the 
Spirit  * . 

3.  And  as  God  leghu  this  work  by  giving  us 
his  Spirit,  fo  he  maintains  it  by  caufing  his  Spirit 
to  continue  with  us.  I'^or  as  tiie  beginnings  fo  the 
continuance  of  Snn6\ificauon  depends  nccefTarily 
upon  his  injpiiation.  For  **  as  the  braneli  cannot 
bear  fruit  of  itfeif,  unlefs  it  abide  in  the  vine," 
and  the  fap  of  the  vine  abide  in  it  ;  **  no  more  can 
we,  except  we  aV  idc  in  Chrift,"  and  the  Spirit  ot 
Chrift  abide  in  u<?.  **  If  any  man  (do  net  ob'- 
ferve  this,  andj  abide  not  in  him,  he  is  caft  forthi 
as  a  branch,  and  is  witjiered."  Hence  Chrilt  ex- 
horts us,  **  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you  ;  "  and» 
for  our  encouragement,  adds,  **  He  that  abidctb 
in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  fame  bringcth  forth 
much  fruit;  and  every  branch  in  me  that  bcareth 
fruit,  my  Father  purge  h  ir,  that  it  m.ay  bring 
forth  more  fruit"  The  fum  of  the  matter  is  this: 
All  our  wifdom  in  fpiritual  things,  holinefs,  and 
happincfs,  arife  from  the  prcfence  of  the  Spirit  in 
us.  While  He  continues  to  enlighten,  fan6!if)r^ 
and  comfort  us,  fo  long  we  hiow^  obey,  and  are 
happy.  But  if  He  forfake  us,  (which  it  is  not  his 
will  to  do)  alt  our  good  vanilhcs,  and  we  are  left 
the  fame  ignorant,,  unhclyy  mijcrable  creatures  wc 
were  before. 

4.  It  plainly  follows  from  what  has  been  ad* 
vanced,  that  our  Sand^iticafion  can  only  be  /'«*. 
creajed  by   an   increaje  at    the   Spirit's    influences* 

•  2  Then;  ii.  13. 
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For  if  the  beginning  and  continuance  of  our  Sangui- 
fication depend  fo  entirely  on  tJie  beginning  and 
continuance  of  the  operations  of  the  Spiiir,  fo  muft 
an  increafe  of  it,  on  an  increafe  of  thofe  opera- 
tions. The  more  depp,  conjianty  and  univerjcd 
thofe  influences  are,  tlie  more  deep,  conJ}ant,  and 
urtivcrjal  mufl:  our  Sand^ificarion  be.  So  thar,  in 
order  to  our  fidU  pcrfc£fy  and  entire  Sandlification, 
we  muft  **  be  filled  wifh  the  Spirit,"  muft  re- 
ceive all  thofe  meafures  of  grace  purchafeci  lor  us, 
and  prorr.ifed  to  us  ;  muft  *'  be  filled  viih  all  the 
fulnefs  of  God,"  mufi  **  dwell  in  God,  and  God 
in  us."  Thus  (hall  **  all  the  good  pleafure  of 
his  will  be  fulfilled  in  us,  and  the  work  of  faith 
with  power;"  we  fhall  be  made  *' perfect  and 
entire,  lacking  nothing  ; "  (hall  ftand  complete 
in  the  whole  will  of  God,  being  *<.holy,  as  He 
that  hath  called  us  is  holy." 

5,  It  appears,  therefore,  if  ever  we. are  fan6ti- 
fied,  we  mufi  be  indebted  to  God  for  our  fantiifi- 
cation,  muft  acknowledge  Him  the  Author  of  it. 
Now  none  of  us  can  doubt  his  power  in  this  mat- 
ter. *<  He  is  able,"  we  know,  **  to  do  for  us 
exceeding  abundantly,  above  all  that  we  can  aik 
or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in 
us."  But  is  he  willing?  **  Lord,  if  thou  wilt, 
thou  canft  make  me  clean."  And  furelv  we  have 
no  more  reafon  to  doubt  his  wilUngnefs  than  his 
power  \  for  he  is  a  **  God  of  Peace,"  as  the  Apof- 
tle  informs  us  in  our  text.  Had  it  been  otherwife, 
we  could  have  had  little  hope  of  being  for- 
given, and  much  lefs  of  being  renewed  \  we 
could  have  expedled  nothing  but  utter  deftruc- 
tion,  having  been  rebels  againft  his  government, 
and  traitors  tO  the  King  of  kings ,  and  Lord  of  lords. 
But  here  is  our  comfort.  He  is  a  *']God  of  peace.*' 
He  has  "  made  peace  for  us  by  the  blood  of  the 
crofs."     He  is  **  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world 
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fo  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpafles  to  them," 
and  **  Peace  be  unto  you,"  is  the  language  of  his 
love.  He  fent  his  angels  to  bring  tidings  of  peace 
upon  earth,  and  ha  appointed  his  miniftcrs  to  pro- 
claim peace  tiiroughout  all  lands. 

6.  And  now  fay,  whether  it  is  reafonablc  to  call 
his  wi/Iingnifs  in  queOion  ?  •'  If  ho  hath  not 
withheld  from  us  his  only  begotten  Son,  but  freely 
delivered  him  nn  for  us  all,"  to  fufFcrings,  to 
death,  even  the  mofl:  ignominious  and  accurfed 
death  of  the  crofs,  *'  how  (hall  he  not  with  him 
freely  give  us  all  things?"  Efpecially  the  bleff- 
ings  he  purpc/cly  died  to  procure  ?  Did  Chrift 
*'  fuffer  witiiout  the  camp  that  he  might  fanc- 
tify  the  people  by  his  blood,"  and  will  he  deny 
them  the  fanCtification  he  thus  purchafed  ?  Sure* 
ly  he  will  net  **  If  while  we  were  enemies, 
we  were  reconciled  unto  God  by  the  death 
cf  hivS  Son,  mucli  more,  being  reconciled,  we 
ihall  be  faved  by  his  life."  Oh!  what  confo- 
laiion  is  here  !  That  love  which  gave  us  Chrift, 
can  denv  us  nothing  good. — We  are  his  offsprings 
his  children,  and  he  is  our  Father  :  And  will 
our  heavenly  Father  refufe  us  what  he  knows  to 
be  necefTary  for  us  ?  I  appeal  to  yourfelves. 
<*  If  a  fon  afk  bread  of  any  of  you  who  is  a  fa- 
ther, will  he  for  bread  give  him  a  ftone  ?  Or  if 
lie  afk  a  fifli,  will  he  give  him  a  ferpent  ?  "  Now, 
**  if  ye  being  evil,"  angry,  pccvini,  unkind,  if 
ye  *'  know  how  to  give  gCNod  ^j-'^/r^.-unto  your  chil- 
dren, how  much  more  will  'Your  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, "  who  is  pure,  boundlefs,  univerfal  love, 
♦*  give  his  holy  Spirit  to  thofe  that  afk  him?"  Sing 
we  then, 

'*  Away  my  unbelieving  fear, 

**  Fear  fiiall  in  me  no  more  take  place  : 

**  My  Saviour  doth  not  yet  appear, 
"  He  hides  the  biighuicfi>  of  his  face, 

*'  But 
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"  But  fhali  1  therefore  let  him  go, 
'*  And  bafely  to  the  Tempter  yield? 

**  No,  in  the  flrcngih  of  Jeius,  no, 
•*  I  never  will  gi\c  up  my  fliield." 

7.  For  confider  furrher,  be  hath  invited  ns  fa 
come  to  him  for  this  blefTing;  :  "  Faifhful  is  he 
that  hath  called  you*  •"  God  hath,  in  a  variety 
of  ways,  (by  his  providence,  his  word,  his  mi- 
niilers,  his  Spirit,)  called  us  to  come  to  him  for 
fanclificauon.  And  will  he  mock  his  helplefs 
creatures  ?  Will  he  deceive  our  confidence,  and 
difappoint  our  expeclativ)ns  ?  Will  he  bid  us 
come  to  him  for  fanC^tincation,  and  when  we  are 
come,  turn  his  back  upon  us,  and  refiife  us  the 
blefling  ?  Far  be  the  thought  from  us  !  Surely 
this  would  be  a  degree  of  cruelty  rarely  to  be  met 
with  among  men,  abandoned  as  they  are ;  and  to 
afcribe  this  to  God,  would  be  highly  derrgatoiy  to 
his  glory,  and  little  lefs  than  blafpliemy.  It 
Mould  be  to  impeach  his  divine  love,  his  darling 
attribute,  and  to  make  him  altogether  fuch  a  one 
as  ourfelves. 

S.  But  that  unbelief,  as  to  this  point,  may  be 
baniflied  from  among  us,  that  It  may  m.ake  its  ap- 
pearance no  more,  I  muft  add  we  have  not  only  tlie 
divine  ivijdomf  and  power ,  and  love,  all  engaged  to 
fandlify  tjs,  but  his  faithfidnejs  alfo.  **  Faithful  is 
he  that  hnth  called  you."  This  intimates  that  God 
hath  promifed  it,  and  this  he  certainly  hath  done 
in  m^ny  placeSj  ^*^^  various  forms  of  expreffion. 
By  Mofes  he  1,.,5,  *<  I  will  circumcife  thy  heart, 
and  the  heart  of  thy  feed,  and  thou  (halt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  foul,  and 
ftrength."  By  Jeremiah  he  fays,  '*  I  will  put  my 
laws  into  their  minds,  and  v\rite  them  on  their 
Jiearts;"  a  promjfe  the  A^pollle  thought  fo  preci- 

*   Ycr.   24. 
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ou«;,  th^t  he  quotes  it  twice  as  a  principal  and  dif- 
tinguifhing  blcOlng  of  the  New  Covennnt.  By 
E/.t'kicl  God  promifes,  **  I  will  fprinkle  clcaa 
water  upon  y«>u,  and  you  fball  be  clean  ;  from  all 
your  filthintTs  and  idols  will  1  cleanfe  you.  A 
new  heart  will  I  give  unto  you,  and  a  right  fpirit 
will  1  renew  within  you.'*  Cr.rifl:  himfelf  allures 
us,  **  They  that  iiunaer  and  ihirft  after  righteouf- 
nefs  (hall  be  filled,"  and  tliat  his  followers  <*  Hiall 
be  perfect,  as  their  Father  in  heaven  is  perfc^SK" 
And,  to  mention  r.o  more,  St.  Peter  C(uifiders 
God's  promifts  in  general  as  made  with  a  view  to 
this  one  end,  when  he  fays,  **  There  are  given  to 
us  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes,  that  by 
thefe  (by  the  accornpliflimcnt  of  thefs)  we  might 
be  made  partakers,  of  ihe  divine  nature,"  even  that 
image  of  God,  in  v;hich  we  were  originally  creat- 
ed, knowledge,  holincfs  and  happinefs,  or,  in  one 
word,   Stnh'^'ficniio^i. 

9.  Plain  i'  is  tlien  that  tl.is  fan(5fification  Is  pro- 
milcd,  and  ihat  repeatedly,  and  in  the  mof^  ex- 
prefs  terms.  Now,  obferve  w!io  it  Is  that  hath 
made  thefe  promifes  ;  not  a  wtak  and  helplefs, 
falfe  and  perfidious,  fickle  and  inconllant  worm  of 
the  earrh,  vvhofe  malice  and  wickednefs  might 
proir^pt  him  to  deceive  us,  if  he  were  ever  fo  ablc^ 
or  wliofc  power  might  be  infufficient,  if  lie  were 
ever  fo  willing,  to  fulfil  his  promifes.  But  it  is 
God,  our  Makery  Pirferver,  and  Redeemer^  the 
(ireat  I  AM,  the  EveilalVing  and  Uncliangeable 
Jei'iovah,  wliofe  wifdt;m  and  power,  hoiinefs  and 
juih'ce,  truth  and  love,  are  equally  infinite  ;  who 
is  pojTelTed  of  all  pofiTible  perfedlions,  and  all  wliofe 
perfei5\ions  oblige  him  (fo  to  fpcak)  to  fulfil  his 
promifes.  That  hvcy  immenfe  and  unfearchable, 
which  firfi:  induced  him  to  promife,  muft  as. 
riratigly   incline   him  to  perform  \  and  this,  conll-. 
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dering  his  unerring  zvijdom  and  almighty  power, 
he  cannot  want  ahility  to  do.  Nay,  this  he  will 
and  muji  do,  becauie  he  is  holy,  jult,  and  true  ; 
becaufe  it  cannot  be,  that  the  **  vStrength  of  Ifracl 
fhould  li?,"  or  deceive.  So  that  it  is,  in  ta(^^,  itii- 
poffible  God  fhould  neglecl  to  fulfil  his  promifes, 
for  the  fulnlment  whereof  all  his  attiibutes  Hand 
engaged  ;  yea,  as  impolTible  as  it  is  for  hinn  to  be 
divelkd  of  thofe  attributes,  or  ceafe  to  exirt.  And 
this  we  know  is  of  all  impofTibilities  the  greateft. 
Well  then  might  the  Apoftie  affirm  '*  the  promifes 
of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  to  be  Yea  and  Amen." 
The  pillars  of  heaven  may  give  way,  the  laws  of 
nature  be  reverfed,  but  no  promife  of  God  (hall 
ever  fail  of  its  accGmplifhment, 

**  Should  nature  fail,  and  darknefs  hide  tlie  Rars, 
•'  And  cover  with  a  fable  veil  the  fun, 
"  UnchangM,   and  fixt,  the  Truth  of  God  remains, 
.*'  Nor  knov/s  the  leail  decay.     Here  will  I  reft 
*'  V/ith  full  afiUrance  and  unfhaken  faith." 

Conclude  we  then  with  St.  Paul  in  our  t^yit^-^^ 
**  Faithful  is  he  that  hath  called  you,  who  alfo 
Will  do  it." 

lo.  But  for  whom  will  he  do  it?  For  it  is 
tnani fefl  thefe  promifes  are  not  made  without  fome 
yefiritSlion,  in  that  they  are  not  fulfilled  in  all  men 
univerfally.  I  anfwer,  not  for  unbelieving,  prayer- 
Jefs,  carekfs  fouls  ;  not  for  thofe  who  dej'pife  or 
negle£l  thefe  promifes,  who  prefer  to  them,  great 
land  precious  as  they  are,  the  toys  and  trifles  cff 
fearrh,  the  vain  amufements  and  gratifications  of 
fenfe.  Let  not  theje  feed  themfelves  with  delufive 
hopes  of  holinefs  on  earth,  or  happinefs  in  hea- 
ven. Let  them  not  imagine  that  God  will  confer 
fo  great  a  treafure  upon  thofe  who  fo  lightly  efteem 
it,  or  that  he   will   force   this   fandlification   upon 
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any  one  againft  his  will.  Nor  let  any  fiippofe  that 
their  own  defire  is  to  have  no  part  in  this  work, 
or  that  they  are  not  to  be  *'  workers  together  with 
God."  But  let  them  remember,  that  *'  as  God 
worketh  in  them  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  good 
pleafure,"  they  are  to  ufe  the  grace  he  gives,  and 
**  to  work  out  their  own  falvation  with  fear  and 
trembling." 

11,  To  explain  this  point  a  little  There  is 
by  nature  no  merit  and  no  ftrength  in  us.  We  can 
do  nothing  but  (in  till  his  grace  prevent  and  ac- 
company us,  and,  of  confequence,  can  do  no- 
thing to  dcjerve  his  grace  ;  nay,  can  do  nothing 
but  what  dcferves  his  wrath,  and  curfe,  and  eter- 
nal puniflimcnt.  But  this  notwithOanding,  with- 
out any  regard  to  our  merit,  or  rather  contrary  to. 
our  demerit,  his  grace  does  in  fadl  prevent  and 
accompany  us  all.  Yes,  thar  **  grace  which  is 
faving  hach  appeared  unto  all  men,"  and  "  the 
true  light  enlighteneth  every  n'lan  that  cometh  into 
the  world."  It  quickens  the  dead  foul,  enlightens 
the  dark  mind,  awakens  the  ftupid  confcience,  ex- 
cites in  us  good  dehres,  and  in  various  ways  helps 
our  infirmities.  It  is  tvtxy  ^'^y  fujfficicnt  for  us^ 
and  thro*  it  **  ftrengthening  us,  we  can  do  all 
things."  Now,  upon  our  receiving  or  reje6ling, 
ufing  or  abuling  this  grace,  our  falvation  turns. 
W  we  ftop  our  ears  to  its  calls,  and  fhut  our  eyes 
againft  its  light  ;  if  we  ftupifv  our  confcience  with 
the  opiates  of  pleafure,  and  filence  its  clamours  in 
the  hurry  of  bufinefs  and  the  dillradion  of  care; 
or,  to  fpeak  in  Scripture  language,  if  we  grieve, 
quench y  and  do  clefpite  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  our 
(andlitication  is  prevented,  and  our  falvation  pr^ .. 
eluded.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  we  **  come  to 
the  lii:ht  that  our  deeds  may  be  reproved  ;"  if  we 
*'  incline  our  e.^r,  and  hear  that  our  foul  may 
live  j"  if  we  **  confider  our  ways,"  and  encourage, 
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nftead  of  flifling  convidtions  ;  if  we  cherifli  the 
notions,  follow  the  drawings,  und  obty  the  dic- 
tates of  the  Spirit  of  Truth  and  Love,  our  fand^ifi- 
cation  is  promoted,  and  our  eternal  falvation  fe- 
cured.  Thus  onl}'  can  we  reconcile  thofe  two 
grand  and  fundamental  truths,  written  in  every  page 
(aimoft)  of  the  Bible,  that  *'  all  our  falvation  is 
of  God,"  and  yet  **  all  our  damnation  of  our- 
felves;"  that  we  mufl  acknowledge  him  the  Au- 
thor of  our  fi^ndlification  from  firft  to  laft,  and  yet 
blame  ourfelves  if  vve  are  not  fancf^ificd.  Thus 
only  can  we  fee  the  reafon  of  thofe  exhortations, 
promifes,  and  thrcatcnings  contained  in  Scripture, 
which  can  only  affcdl  intelligent  beings,  poffelTcd 
of  liberty  of  choice  and  a<5tion.  And  thus  only, 
in  fine,  can  we  underftand  the  fuitahlenefs  and  ne- 
ceffity  of  thofe  means  we  are  enjoined  to  ufe  in 
order  to  our  fanclification  here,  and  our  falvation 
hereafter. 

12.  For  be  it  observed,  God  hath  appointed 
certain  means  with  a  view  to  our  fandiihcation, 
and  hafh  only  p^omifed  to  fanc^^ify  thofe  who  are 
found  in  the  ufe  of  them.  Such  efpecially  arc 
faithy  and,  in  order  thereto,  hearing  the  wordy 
prayer y  and  wotchfulnejs .  The  ncceflity  oi  faith 
in  this  view,  is  very  apparent,  particularly  as  it 
has  for  its  objedl  the  promifes  of  f:!n(!-rtification,  and 
the  Lord  Jtfus,  **  in  whom  thefc  promifes  arc 
Yea  and  Amen.  "  By  faithj  according  to  the 
Apofl-le,  the  Ancient  Worthies  •*  obtained  pro- 
mifes* ,"  and  we  muO,  doubtlcfs,  obtain  them 
in  the  fame  way.  We,  like  them,  "  feeing 
the  promifes,"  tho'  apparently  afar  cjf\  muft  be 
'♦  pcrfiiaded  of  them  ard  embrace  them."  We 
iTiuft   believe,  afTuredly,  that  the  Lord  hath  pro- 

*  Heb.  xi    33. 
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mifed  this  holincfs,  and  mull  rely  firmly  upon 
him  for  the  accomplifhment  of  his  promifc  And^ 
in  as  much  as  it  will  only  he  accomplinuil  in  and 
thro'  Chrifl:,  who  hath  procured  by  his  dcnth,  and 
received  in  confequence  of  his  afcenfion  into  hea- 
ven, this  and  every  oiher  blefllng  for  us,  our  eye 
mull  be  unto  /;/;//,  and  our  expedaticn  from  him. 
Perfuadcd  that  *'  in  him  all  fulncfs  dwells,"  and 
that  he  hath  invited  us  to  come  and  **  receive  out 
of  his  fulnefs  grace  upon  grace,  "  we  muft,  by 
faith,  npply  to  and  depend  upon  liim  for  grace  to 
help  in  time  of  need,  and  for  the  fulnefs  of  that 
Spirit  which  is  the  one  fource  of  our  fan^lification  ; 
ynd  which  we  receive  not  by  the  works  of  the  law, 
but  by  ftiiih*  .  1'hus  will  **  ChriR  dwell  in  our 
hearts  by  faith,''  and  we  (liall  be  *'  an  habitation 
of  God  thro'  the  Spirit."  The  Spirit  of  truth, 
holinefs  and  comfort  will  take  up  J^is  abode  in  us, 
and  enlighten,  fan<5)ify,  and  fave  us.  Our  Vndcr- 
Jiand'nigy  once  darhnejsy  (liall  become  light  in  the 
Lord;  our  //?//,  naturally  lUibborn  and  rctra<5lory, 
ihall  be  fubjcdled  to  the  holy  will  of  God  ;  our 
Ccnj'cience  rtiall  be  fprinkled  from  evil  by  the  blood 
of  Chrid;  and  all  our  Appetites  and  Pajjions  be 
brought  under  the  influence  of  love  divine,  "i^hus, 
as  tike  L<.rd  Jcfus  promifed  on  the  great  day  of  the 
icafl,  *'  Bclitving  in  him,  out  of  our  belly  (as  it 
were)  fliall  flow  rivers  of  living  water;"  and,  as 
he  tellificd  to  his  Apoftle  from  heaven,  wc  fliall 
obtain  **  an  inheritsncc  among  thofe  that  are  fanc- 
tificd  by  faith  in  him." 

13.  Now  this  faithy  which  thus  purifieth  the 
heart,  cotncth  by  hearijig  \  that  is,  the  word  of  Gi  d, 
wluther  read  or  heard,  is  the  feed  of  it.  Hence 
we  arc  faid  to  be  **  begotten  by  the  word  of  truth," 

*   Gal.   lii.   2,   5. 

and 
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and  to  be  **  born  of  incorruptible  feed  by  the 
word  of  God  :"  The  truth  is  faid  to  <*  make  us 
free,'*  and  the  *^  fand^ification  of  the  fpirit"  is 
clofely  conne6led  with  <*  the  belief  of  the  truth." 
But  then  as  the  feed,  when  lying  uncovered  upon 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  will  not  fpring  up  or  bear 
fruit  ;  fo  the  word  of  God,  if  merely  read  and 
heard,  if  not  received  into  the  heart,  and  covered 
up  (as  it  were)  by  frequent  and  deep  confidera- 
tion,  will  never  produce  true  holinefs,  or  that 
faith  whereby  holinefs  is  obtained.  We  mull: 
therefore  marky  learn^  and  digej]  the  word  *,  mud 
think  upon  it,  and  ponder  it  in  our  hearts  ;  muft 
examine  ourfelves  by  it,  and  reduce  it  to  pradice. 
And  thus  only  fliall  we  "  purify  our  fouls,  by  obey- 
ing the  truth,  unto  that  unfeigned  love'*  of  God 
and  the  brethren,  in  which  our  fan6titication  chiefly 
confifis. — This  is  not  all  :  As  the  feed  fown  in 
the  earth  will  yield  but  a  poor  produce  if  not  wa- 
tered with  the  dew  and  rain  of  heaven,  fo  the 
word  of  God,  if  not  attended  with  the-influence 
of  the  holy  Spirit,  will  neither  bring  forth  faith 
nor  holinefs.  Now  this  murt  be  fought  in  prayer, 
which  is  the  third  tneans  I  have  mentioned  as  ne- 
cellary  to  be  ufed  in  order  to  our  fan6\ification. 

14.  <*  Afk,"  fays  the  Lord  Jefus,  <*  and  it 
ihali  be  given  you  ;  feek,  and  ye  fhall  find  ; 
knock,  and  it  fhali  be  opened."  This  advice  is 
applicable  to  every  blefling  we  expedl  to  receive  at 
the  hands  of  God  :  We  mull  ajky  if  we  would 
receive  them.  It  is  particularly  applicable  to 
JanBif.cation  :  For  in  that  remarkable  paffage  in 
the  prophecy  of  Ezekiel,  where  this  bleiTmg  is  fo 
largely  and  exprefsly  promifed,  the  Lord  hath  po- 
litively  faid,  that  **  for  this  thing  he  will  be  en- 
quired of  that  he  may  do  it  for  us."  So  that  it 
j)lain]y  appears,  all  who  would  enjoy  the  fan6l:ifi- 
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cation  above  defcribed,  muft  wait  for  it  in  the  way 
oi prayer:  And  as  to  thofe  who  do  not  poffefs  it,  we 
may  affirm,  *<  They  have  not  becaufe  they  a(k 
not  i"  or,  "  They  afk  and  receive  not,  becaufe 
they  alk  amifs."  They  afk  from  wrong  motives, 
or  in  a  wrong  manner.  They  are  prompted,  per- 
haps, merely  by  pride  and  felf-love,  and  have  no 
view  to  the  glory  of  God  ;  or  they  do  not  afk 
earnejilyy  perjeveringly,  and  in  faith.  The  Apof^le 
hath  diredled  us  to  <<  continue  inftant  in  prayer;  " 
but,  alas  !  how  few  do  fo,  refolved  to  take  no  de- 
nial in  a  matter  where  we  have  God's  exprefs  pro- 
mife  ?  Inftead  of  this,  not  being  deeply  convinced 
of  the  excellency  and  necefTity  of  this  fandlifica- 
tion,  or  not  firmly  believing  that  God  will  bellow 
it,  the  generality,  even  of  ferious  people,  <<  grow 
weary  and  faint  in  their  minds,"  and  defift  from 
the  tirefome  exercife,  before  they  have  obtained 
the  blefling. 

15.  Be  it  obferved,  therefore,  if  we  would  afk 
fuccefsfullyy  we  mufl  afk  perfeveringJy  ;  and  if  we 
would  afk  perfeveringly,  we  muft  afk  in  faith. 
Accordingly  St.  James  fays*,  *Mf  any  man  lack 
wifdom  (or  any  other  blefTing,  fuppofe  fandlifying 
gracej  let  him  afk  of  God,  whogiveth  to  all  men 
liberally,  and  upbraideth  not,  and  it  f?iall  be 
given  him.  But  let  him  afk  in  faith  nothing  wa- 
vering,'* {^u-r.hv  ^iux^ivoyLivoq,  not  difputing  the  divine 
veracity,  or  doubting  the  accomplifhment  of  his 
promife)  <*  for  he  that  wavereth  is  like  a  wave  of 
the  fea,  driven  with  the  wind  and  toffed.  For  let 
not  that  man  think  he  (hall  receive  any  thing  at 
the  hands  of  the  Lord.  "  All  God's  attributes 
fland  engaged  to  fulfil  his  promifes  ;  and,  there- 
fore, after  this  to  doubt  their  fulfilment,  is  to  put 

*  Chap.  i.  ver,  5. 
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the  greateil:  affront  upon  God;' it  is  to  doubt  his 
being  fo  holy,  juft,  and  true  ;  fo  wife,  powerful, 
and  gracious  as  he  declares  himfelf  to  be.  We 
need  not  wonder,  therefore,  at  the  Apoftle's  in- 
fifting  fo  much  on  faith  as  neceffary  to  that  prayer 
which  will  be  followed  with  an  anfwer  of  peace. 
For  hereby  we  give  God  the  glory  of  his  divine 
perfedlions,  and  fet  to  our  feals  that  he  is  true ; 
whereas  to  pray  in  unbelief ^  is  to  give  the  lye  to 
the  God  of  Truth,  and  rob  him  of  his  honour. 
Hence  the  Lord  Jefus  exhorts  his  difciples,  (won- 
dering how  foon  the  fig-tree,  which  he  curfed,  was 
withered  away,)  '*  Have  faith  in  God  ;  for  verily  I 
fay  unto  you,  that  whofoever  fliall  fay  to  this  moun- 
tain, Be  thou  removed,  and  be  thou  caft  into  the 
midft  of  the  fea,  and  fliall  not  doubt  in  his  heart, 
but  (hall  believe  that  thofe  things  which  he  faith 
fhall  come  to  pafs,  he  fhall  have  whatfoever  he 
faith.  Therefore  I  fay  unto  you,  fprecious  words, 
worthy  of  our  deepef^  attention !)  what  things 
foever  ye  afk  when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  fhall 
receive  them,  and  ye  (hall  have  them  *  ." 

16.  Only  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  prayer 
Which,  as  it  were,  opens  heaven,  and  brings  down 
thofe  refrefhing  influences  of  grace  upon  us,  whereby 
*'  the  wildernefs  becomes  a  pool,  and  the  dry  land 
fprings  of  water,"  is  always  fuppofed  in  Scripture  to 
be  attended  with  watchfulnefs :  "Watch  ye  and  pray 
always,"  fays  the  Lord  Jefus.  **  Praying  always 
with  all  prayer  and  fupplication  in  the  fpirit,"  fays 
St.  Paul,  "  and  watching  thereunto  with  perfever- 
ance."  **  Continue  in  prayer,  (fays  he  again)  and 
watch  in  the  fame  with  thank fgiving."  Now  this 
watchfulnefs  implies,  that  we  keep  all  the  powers 
of  our  fouls  awake  to  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  we  are 

•  Mark  ii.  22,  25. 
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in,  from  our  fpiritual  enemies,  and  that  we  ftand 
on  our  guard  againfl:  their  attacks.  <*  Watch  and 
pray  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation,"  fays  our 
Lord,  <<  Be  fober,  be  vigilant,"  adds  St  Peter, 
(or  rather  vti^I^xIb,  y^ryo^rjaccle,  awakc  and  be  watch- 
ful] *<  for  your  adverfary  the  devil,  as  a  roaring 
lion,  walketh  about,  feeking  whom  he  may  de- 
vour." If  we  would  be  fandlified  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Holy  Spirit,  (the  only  way  we  can  be 
fan£\ified)  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  that  we  flee 
from  all  fin,  as  what  oppofes  him  in  his  work, 
grieves  his  love,  and  makes  him  withdraw  from 
us.  Now  this  we  cannot  do  unlefs  we  (hun  temp- 
tation, or  are  prepared  to  meet  it,  and  **  withftand 
in  the  evil  day."  In  order  to  which  we  mui\  be 
awake  and  ad^ive,  deeply  impreflcd  with  a  fenfc 
of  our  danger,  and  ready  to  oppofe  the  enemy  in 
his  firft  approaches.  1  might  i]dd  too,  that  to 
watch  againft  fin,  and  therefore  againft  tempta- 
tion, is  neceffary  in  order  to  our  receiving  the 
anfwer  of  our  prayers  ;  *<  for  God  heareth  not 
finners,  "  continuing  in  fin,  as  the  blind  man, 
whofe  eyes  Chrifl  had  opened,  teftified,  and  his 
teftimony  is  confirmed  by  the  Pfalmifi,  where  he 
fays,  <*  Ii  1  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord 
will  not  hear  me." 

ty.  Thefe  means  of  Sandlification,  Faith,  the 
JVord  of  Gody  Prayer,  and  IVatchfulneJs,  1  parti- 
cularly infift  upon,  becaufe  they  are  direBJy  and 
immediately  fubfervient  to  that  end,  and  :ndeed  ne- 
ctiTary  thereunto.  But  I  do  not  intend  hereby  to 
difparage  or  fet  afide  other  means  of  grace,  which 
are  more  remotely  ufeful,  as  being  helps  to  thofe 
above-mentioned,  fuch  as  Chrijlian  converjation^ 
FajVing,  and  the  Lord's  Supper.  All  thefe  every 
Chriftian  (hould  be  careful  to  ufe  at  all  opportu- 
nities, and  if  he  do  not  reft  in  them,  but  look 
P  2  thro' 
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thro'  them  to  God,  <«  his  labour  (hall  not  be  in 
vain  in  the  Lord." 

To  conclude  this  head.  How  pertinent  in  this 
view  is  the  advice  given  by  the  Apoftle  in  the 
verfes  preceding  our  text.  "  Let  us  not  deep  as 
do  others,  but  let  us  watch  and  be  fober,  putting 
on  the  breaft-plate  of  faith  and  love,  and  for  an 
helmet  the  hope  of  falvation.'*  He  exhorts  fur- 
ther, <*  Pray  without  ceafing"  for  fandlification, 
and  if  ye  would  not  pray  in  vain,  <*  quench  not 
the  Spirit,  "  by  committing  any  known  fin,  by 
omitting  any  known  duty,  or  indulging  any  wrong 
temper;  yea,  *<  abftain  from  every  appearance  of 
evil ;  and  proving  all  things,  hold  faft  that  which 
is  good;"  conftantly  and  refolutely  avoid  what- 
ever appears  to  your  awakened  confcience  to  be 
difpleafing  to  God,  and  as  conftantly  and  refo- 
lutely purfue  whatever  appears  agreeable  to  his 
will.  Now,  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  Theffalo- 
nians  complied  with  his  advice,  he  with  confidence 
prays  for  them  in  the  words  of  our  text,  and  de- 
clares, <*  Faithful  is  he  that  hath  called  you,  who 
alfo  will  do  it." 

1  come  now,  in  the  third  place,  to  apply  what 
hath  been  advanced  upon  the  before-mentioned 
heads. 

I.  And,  firfi-,  permit  me  to  remind  you  of  the 
neceflity  of  this  Sanguification,  and  enquire  whe- 
ther you  experience  it  in  any  degree  ?  Permit  me 
to  afk,  in  reference  to  what  has  been  advanced,  Is 
your  Mind  enlightened  to  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  and 
your  Confcience  awakened  to  pain  you  for  it  ?  Has 
God  fealed  upon  your  heart  the  pardon  of  it,  and 
wrought  in  your  foul  an  hatred  to  it  ?  Has  he 
given  you  power  over  it,  and  are  you  groaning  for 
its  entire  deftrudlion  ?     Has  the  all-fufficient  God 

fo 
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fo  difcovered  himfelf  to  you,  as  to  attract  your  de- 
fires  and  win  your  heart  ?  Have  you  chofen  the 
Lord  for  your  portion,  and  do  you  fubmit  your 
will  to  him  ?  Can  you  bear  with  refignation  what 
he  lays  upon  you,  and  do  with  cheerfulnefs  what 
he  requires  of  you  ?  Is  he  the  ccnrre  of  your  de« 
fires,  the  foundation  of  your  hopes,  and  the  fource 
of  your  comforts  ?  Do  you  long  for  him,  and 
delight  yourfelf  in  him  ?  Are  your  Appetites  under 
due  reftraint,  and  is  your  body  but  as  an  hand- 
maid to  the  foul  ?  **  Being  made  free  from  fin, 
are  you  become  a  fcrvant  to  God  ;  and  have  you 
your  fruit  unto  holinefs,  that  the  end  may  be  eter- 
nal life?"  If  not,  I  dare  not  affure  you,  you  are 
in  a  fiatc  of  falvation,  or  that  you  pofTefs  even 
that  meafure  of  fandification,  which  is  confequcnt 
upon  faith  in  Chrifl. 

2.  But  is  it  not  highly  needful  you  fhould  pof- 
fcfs  it  ?  Yea,  and  that  in  as  great  a  degree  as 
is  intended  in  our  text  ?  Can  you  he  happy  on 
earth,  happy  in  heaven,  without  it?  Oh,  fettle 
it  in  your  heart  that  you  cannot.  By  the  unal- 
terable decree  of  God,  holinefs  and  happlnejs  go 
hand  in  hand,  and  the  latter  can  only  be  where 
the  former  hath  prepared  its  way.  Abfolutely 
needful  it  is  you  fliould  be  fan61ified,  if  you  would 
enjoy  comfort  in  life.  Fc  r  oh!  confider,  what 
comfort  can  there  be  while  a  guilty  Confclence  re- 
proaches you  for  paft  crimes,  and  difiurbs  you 
with  fears  of  future  mifery  ?  While  your  Will 
is  rebellious,  and  you  fret  and  repine  at  his  difpen- 
fations,  who,  notwithfianding,  will  do  all  his 
plcafure?  While  you  are  the  fport  of  tumultuous 
Paffionsy  which  hurry  you  hither  and  thither  with- 
out controul  ?  While  you  are  racked  with  doubt, 
difmayed  with  fear,  and  opprefTed  with  a  load  of 
care  ?  What  comfort,  while  you  are  the  Have  of 
vile  lufts  and  infatiable  defircs  ?  While  vou  ferve 
P  3  '     fin, 
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fin,  and  are  under  the  dominion  of  that  fplrft 
which  vvorketh  in  the  children  of  difobedience  ? 
While  this  is  the  cafe,  I  aik  thee,  What  haft 
thou  to  do  with  peace,  with  happinefs  ?  Oh,  no- 
thing! If  thou  think  otherwifc,  it  is  becaufe  the 
**  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  thy  mind,"  and 
thou  art  fiill   "  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins." 

3.  But  fuppofing  in  this  difeafed  ftate  of  foul, 
in  whici),  <•  from  the  crow^n  of  the  head  to  the 
fole  of  the  foot,  there  is  no  foundnefs,  but  wounds, 
and  bruifcs,  and  putrifying  fores  ;  and  they  have 
not  been  clofed,  they  have  not  been  bound  up,  nor 
mollified  with  ointment;" — (uppofing  amidft  all 
this  dlforder  and  confufion,  ^Nhtxc  pafjion  2lI\6  appe- 
i'itey  in  league  with  the  Prince  of  Darknefs,  are 
at  war  with  reajon  and  confcience,  their  lawful  fove- 
reigns,  are  engaged  in  a  wicked  attempt  to  dethrone 
them  both,  and  affume  the  reins  of  government  to 
themfelves  ; — fuppofing  in  this  tumultuous  anarchy 
and  difcord,  where  all  is  **  chaos  and  wild  up- 
roar," you  could  enjoy  calm  peace  and  undilUivbed 
tranquilliry,  which  is  impofTiblc  ; — fuppofing  care 
and  bufi^nefs,  honour  and  preferment,  wealth  and 
pleafure,  could  fo  occupy  and  amufe  you,  that  you 
fhould  forget  your  prefent  mifery,  and  be  unac- 
quainted with  diftrefs,  which,  you  know,  neither 
is,  nor  can  be  the  cafe  ;  yet  remember  the  end  of 
thefe  things  is  at  hand,  *'  Dufl:  thou  art,  arui  unto 
dufl:  thou  muft  return  "  It  is  appointed  even  for 
thee  to  die.  And,  <*  What  is  thy  life  but  a  va- 
pour," which  may  afford  thee  a  dim  and  uncer- 
tain light  for  the  prefent,  but  will  very  foon  vanifli 
and  leave  ihee  to  eternal  darknefs. 

4.  Oh  remember  thefe  *'  days  of  darknefs,  for 
they  are  many,"  and  whoy  or  'what  will  entertain 
or  amufe  thee  there  ?  Alas  !  thou  wilt  there  have 
time  and  leifure  fufficient  to  refle6l  upon  the  hap- 
pinefs thou  halt  loft,  and  the  mifery  thou  haft  in- 
curred. 
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curred,  without  any  interruption,  any  alleviation 
to  thy  woe  from  either  bu'inefs,  amufement,  or 
pleafure  !  There  thou  wilt  find  no  healing  me- 
dicines to  reftore  thy  difordered  mind,  no  lenient 
hand  to  aiTwage  thy  grief,  no  intoxicating  liquors 
to  drown  thy  diftreTs,  no  ftupifying  potions  to  ]ay 
thy  keen  fenfations  afleep,  or  blunt  the  fliarpelt 
edge  of  pain.  There  thou  wilt  meet  with  no  de- 
fence againft  thofe  ravenous  bcafis  of  prey  which 
walk  in  darknefs,  no  place  of  refuge  where  thou 
mayeft  flee  for  prote6\ion  againft  thcfe  diabolical 
furies,  which  even  now  too  often  rend,  tear,  and 
(as  it  were)  mangle  thy  foul,  but  will  then  be  let 
Joofe  to  torment  thee.  Thy  angary  malicej  and 
€}wy  ;  thy  pride y  felfivilly  and  d'ljconteyit  \  thy  cares 
and  dejiresy  fears  and  Jorroivs,  irregular  and  inor- 
dinate, even  now  give  thee  fo  much  dlflurbance, 
notvvithftanding  the  hurry  of  bufinefs,  difTipation 
of  company,  and  gratifications  of  fenfe,  tint  life 
is  an  intolerable  burden-:  But  then,  ail  avoca- 
tions being  removed,  they  will  be  at  liberty  to  do 
their  utmoft,  yea,  they  will  be  aiTifted  by  all  the 
powers  of  hell,  and  armed  with  the  almighty 
wrath  of  God,  to  render  thee  an  eternal  fpedacie  of 
wretchednefs  and  difgrace. 

5.  Oh!  confider,  thou  poor,  blinded,  and  un- 
holy mortal,  what  fruit  thou  wilt  then  reap  of  thy 
darkened  mind,  rebellious  will,  guilty  confciencc, 
diforderly  afle6lions,  infatiable  appetites,  and  de- 
formed loathfome  members  !  Ah  1  think  what 
harveft:  they  are  likely  to  produce  !  *'  Be  not  de- 
ceived, whatfoevcr  a  man  foweth,  that  fliall  he 
alfo  reap.  They  that.fow  to  the  flefh,  fliall  of  the 
flefh  reap  corruption."  *<  The  end  of  thcfe  things 
is  death,"  eternal  death  ;  for  as  the  Lord  liveth, 
**  without  holinefs  thou  canft  not  fee  his  face." 
If  found  deftitute  of  this  at  a  dying  hour,  fan  hour 
P  4  which 
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which  may  arrive,  alas !  how  foon  !)  thou  (halt  he 
fliut  out  of  the  holy  city,  where  nothing  unclean 
can  enter,  excluded  the  prefcnce,  and  denied  the 
blifsful  vifion  of  God.  Baniftied  from  the  fociety 
of  the  blcfled,  and  deprived  of  the  pure  and  rap- 
turous delights  of  Paradife,  thou  fhalt  be  left  a 
prey  to  thy  own  devilifh  nature,  and  conftrained 
to  take  up  thine  abode  in  the  dreary  dwellings  of 
lamentation  and  woe,  where  every  foul  fpirir, 
unhappy  and  malicious,  hath  fixt  its  habitation ! 
There  thou  fhalt  wait  with  fearful  apprehenfions 
and  terrifying  dread,  the  impending  judgment 
of  the  great  day,  which  will  pour  a  whole  de- 
luge of  extreme  and  endlefs  mifery  upon  thy  guilty 
head. 

6.  Yes,  thou  fhalt  ftand  at  the  bar  of  that 
highly-exalted,  tho'  often  defpifed  Saviour,  whofe 
dying  agony  and  flowing  blood,  when  he  fuffered 
without  the  camp  to  fandify  thy  foul,  to  expiate 
fhy  fins,  melted  the  very  rocks,  fetched  a  figh 
from  the  fympathifing  earth,  and  caufed  the  fun, 
the  fource  of  joy  and  gaiety,  to  put  on  fackcloth, 
but  could  not  foften  thy  flinty  heart,  nor  excite 
one  fpark  of  fympathy  or  love  from  thy  frozen  and 
icy  breaft.  Thou  flialt  fland,  I  fay,  at  his  bar, 
whofe  amazing  and  unfearchable  love  to  thee, 
brought  him  once  from  the  regions  of  blifs  and 
glory,  into  a  world  of  pain  and  infamy,  where  he 
performed  and  fiaffered  more  than  can  be  defcribed 
for  thy  falvation  ;  but  whofe  juftice  is  nszu  in- 
cenfed,  whofe  wrath  is  now  awakened,  and  whofe 
omnipotence  is  now  armed  to  punifh  thee  without 
pity,  to  dertroy  thee  beyond  remedy  !  By  this 
once  companionate  and  kind  Saviour,  (compaf- 
fionate  and  kind,  alas  !  in  vain)  but  now  inexora- 
ble and  fevere  fudge,  thou  flialt  be  tried  and  con- 
demned.  Thou  rnuft  therefore  bear  thy  own  curfe, 

and 
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and  fuffer  the  jiifl  punlfhment  of  thy  own  fins, 
ffince  by  his  ftripes  thou  would'ft  not  be  healed,) 
together  with  a  fiiper-added  condemnation  for  neg- 
ledling  fo  great  a  falvation  !  Yes,  thou  fhalt 
be  adjudged  to  take  thy  portion  **  in  the  lake  that 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimftonei"  and  that  will 
not  be  a  place  of  purgation,  but  of  torment,  ex- 
treme and  endlefs  torment !  No  promifes  of  fanc- 
tification  there  !  No  calls  of  divine  love  !  No 
vifitations  from  his  gracious  Spirit !  No  help  !  No 
hope  !  But  he  that  is  unholy  (hall  be  unholy  ftill, 
and  fhall  therefore  be  ftill  miferable, 

7.   And  now  what  fayeft  thou  (inner  ?    For  what 
wilt  thou  ncglc6t   this  fandtification,  fo  indifpenf- 
ably  nece(rary  to  thy  prefent  and  eternal  happincfs? 
What  ha(t   thou   discovered  of  fo  much  more  im- 
portance  than   this,  that  thou  judgeft  it  better  de- 
ferving   thy   attention  and  defire,    care,  and  pur- 
fuit  ?     Surely   thou  wilt   not  be  fo  mad  as  to  fell 
thy   title   to  yon   fair  inheritance  above,  with  all 
.  the   blifs   and   glory  of  it,  and  plunge  thyfelf  into 
endlefs   and  irretrievable  ruin,  for  the  momentary 
and  unfatisfying  pleafures  of  fenfe  ?     For  the  glit- 
tering  dufl  of  this  perifhable  world  ?     Or  for  the 
empty  breath  of  uncertain  praife  ?     Oh  !   my  bro- 
ther,   conlider   what   wilt  thou    be   profited,    *'  if 
thou  fhouldeft  gain  even  the  whole  world,"  amafs 
together  all  its  wealth*  po(refs  all  its  honours,  and 
enjoy   all  the  pleafures  it  can  afford  in  the  greatefl 
perfe(5\ion,  (which,  alas!  poor,  feeble,  dying  vv:n-m, 
thou  canft  never  do)  and,  by  negle^Sting  this  fnnc- 
tification,   *<  lofe   thy  ^ wn   foul  ?" — Or,   **  What 
wilt   thou  receive  in  exciiange  for  thy  foul  ?  "     Or 
for  this  fandlification,     which   is    indifputahly   its 
true(^   riches,    greatcrt   hon-j  ir,  and   moft  exalted 
and   lalting  felicity  ?      Dellitute  of   which,    it  is 
poor,  and  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  blind,  and 
naked  j  but  poflelfcd  of  wliich,  it  is  rich,  and  glo- 
P  5  rious, 
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rious,  and  happy  beyond  conception,  and  for  ever ! 
What  recompence  will  the  devil  make  thee  for 
negledling  to  regain  this  blifsful  and  glorious  image 
of  God  ;  for  continuing  contentedly  under  his 
power,  his  obedient  Have,  his  faithful  fervant,  and 
hereby  renouncing  joy  and  glory,  God  and  heaven? 
For  what  price  doft  thou  fell  thy  time  and  talents, 
thy  liberty  and  life,  thy  body  and  foul  to  him  ? 
Alas,  alas  !  poor  creature,  thy  gains  are  but  fmall ! 
Gains!  did  I  fay!  Thy  lofsy  thou  unhappy  foul, 
is  irrecoverable,  and  fuch  as  millions  of  ages  can- 
not remedy,  and  ten  thoufand  richer  worlds  than 
this  cannot  repay  !  For  thou  muft  *'  be  punifhed 
with  everlafting  deftru(5\ion  from  the  prefence  of 
the  Lord  and  the  glory  of  his  power ;  thou  muft 
depart  accurfed  into  everlafting  fire,  prepared  for 
the  devil  and  his  angels." 

8.  Awake  then  thou  that  fleepeft !  Know  thy- 
felf,  thou  fallen  fpirit,  thou  unholy  foul  !  Know 
that  thou  haft  loft  the  image  of  God,  and  art  funk 
into  the  image  of  fatan!  Know  that  God  hath  fent 
thee  into  this  tabernacle,  that  thou  mighteft  *'  put 
off  the  old  man,  and  put  on  the  new  ;  "  mighteft 
recover  his  image,  *»  even  righteoufnefs  and  true 
holinefs."  If  thou  complieft  with  his  defign,  he  will 
take  thee  to  dwell  with  himfelf  in  immortal  blil's 
and  glory  ;  if  not,  he  will  confign  thee  over  to 
everlafting  pain  and  infamy.  To  help  thee  here- 
in, he  hath  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  our 
wretched  world,  to  inftrudl  thee  by  his  dodlrine 
and  example,  and  to  expiate  thy  fins  by  fufFering  a 
fhameful  and  painful  death.  With  a  view  to  the 
fame  end,  his  providence  attends  and  watches  over 
thee  day  by  day,  putting  thee  in  the  moft  favour- 
able circumftances  for  thy  reftoration  ;  and  his 
Spirit  of  Grace  vifits  thy  foul,  enlightening  thy 
darknefs,  and  helping  thy  infirmities.  And  all 
this  God  hath  been  doing  for  thee  from  thy.  youth 

up* 
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up.  And  now  the  day  of  life  is  far  fpent,  the 
night  of  death  is  at  hand,  and  at  fuch  an  hour  as 
thou  thinkeft  not,  the  meflenger  will  be  commif- 
fioned  to  fetch  thee  away,  that  thou  mayeft  give 
an  account  of  the  ufe  thou  haft  made  of  the  time 
and  talents  allotted  thee,  in  order  to  thy  fandifi- 
cation.  And  if  not  fandified,  a  miferable  account 
wilt  thou  give  1  How  certain  is  thy  death !  How 
uncertain  the  time  when  !  Perhaps  even  this  night 
thy  foul  will  be  demanded  1  and  doft  thou  trifle 
ftill  ? 

9.  Penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  thefe  truths,  let 
me  exhort  thee,  Up  and  be  doing.  Convinced  of 
its  great  excellency,  its  abfolute  and  immediate 
neceflity,  let  thy  whole  heart  long  for  San(51ifica- 
tion  !  Let  all  that  is  within  thee  pant  and  gafp 
after  this  refrefhing  grace  !  Let  thy  famifhed  and 
ftarving  foul  infatiably  hunger  and  thirft  for  this 
righteoufnefs,  this  bread  and  water  of  life!  Let 
thy  defires  after  it  be  fervent,  conftant,  and  in- 
creafing  ;  and  be  not  fatisfied  till  thou  **  awake 
up  after  his  likenefs.  " — Remembering  that  this 
holinefs  is  the  gift  of  God,  that  he  alone  can  work 
it  in  thee,  let  thy  defire  be  to  him,  and  thy  ex- 
pectation from  him.  *<  Lift  up  thine  eyes  to  the 
hills,  from  whence  thy  help  cometh  \  thy  help 
cometh  from  the  Lord,  who  made  heaven  and 
earth."  Only  he  can  create  thy  foul  anew  ;  and 
he  is  both  able  and  willing  to  do  it.  Nay  he  hath 
infallibly  promifcd  this  bieffing  to  all  who  aik  it. 
**  By  prayer  and  fupplication,  therefore,  make  thy 
requeft  known  unto  God."  And  be  in  earneft  ; 
do  not  trifle  with  God.  If  San6tification  be  in- 
deed fo  valuable  and  necedary,  and  if  God,  be 
faithful  to  his  word,  and  have  indeed  promifed  ir  ; 
then  let  thy  prayers  for  it  be  fervent  and  perfevev" 
ing;  ajkf  Jeehy  knock.  Repeat  and  urge  thy  rc» 
P  6  ^ueft 
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queft  again  and  again.  Be  importunate  in  prayer, 
take  no  denial,  fay, 

**  I  will  not  let  thee  go  without  thy  blefling  ; 
"  By  thy  great  Name,   I  enter  my  proteft, 
**  Never  to  leave  thee,  till  I  fee  thy  word 
"  Accomplifh'd  to  my  vows  :    Till  thou  with  full 
"  And  cloudlefidemonllration,  to  my  foul 
**  Confirm  thy  promised  grace.*' 

And  "  believe  thou  (halt  have  the  petitions  that 
thou  afkeft  ;  '*  and  be  affured  <<  thou  (halt  have 
them." 

ID.  In  the  mean  time,  confider  to  whom  thou 
art  indebted  for  this  fand^ification,  who  it  is  that 
hath  purchafed  it  for  thee.  Confider  him,  who 
<<  gave  himfelf  for  thee,  that  he  might  redeem  thee 
from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  thee  from  all  pollu- 
tion of  flefh  and  fpirit."  Remember  he  is  <*  made 
of  God  unto  thee  Sandtification."  If  the  Father 
fan6tify  thee,  it  is  for  his  Son's  fake,  and  in  con- 
formity to  his  Son's  image  ;  yea,  and  it  is  only  by 
faith  in  his  Son  that  thou  canft  obtain  the  blefTing. 
Convinced  of  this,  and  of  thy  entire  finfulnefs,  deep 
guilt,  and  utter  helpleffnefs,  come  to  the  Father 
for  this  grace,  thro'  the  Son,  confiding  only  in  him 
for  audience  and  fuccefs.  Make  what  he  hath 
done  and  fufFered  thy  only  plea  ;  renounce  all  con- 
fidence in  thy  own  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  and 
ftrength  ;  truft  in  him  alone  ;  and  be  fatisfied  "  he 
is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  who  come  unto 
God  by  him."  Abfolutely  rely  upon  his  infalli- 
ble word  of  promife  :  **  Whatfoever  ye  (hall  afk 
in  my  name,  that  will  I  do,  that  the  Father  may 
be  glorified  in  the  Son  :  If  ye  afk  any  thing  in  my 
name,  I  will  do  it."  Perfeveringly  wait  its  ac- 
-complifhment,  and  it  (hall  be  done  unto  thee  ac- 
cording to  thy  faith. 

u.  Only 
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11.  Only  obferve,  **  If  the  bleflTing  tarry,  wait 
for  it.  It  will  furely  come,  and  will  not  tarry 
long.  "  Follow  the  Pfalmift's  example  ;  <«  I 
waited  patiently  upon  the  Lord,  "  (or  rather, 
^n^ip  mp,  In  waiting  I  waited,  that  is,  I  waited 
earneftly  and  diligently,)  and  "  he  inclined  unto 
me  and  heard  my  cry."  Wait  thou  for  the  Lord. 
Expe6l  the  anfwer  of  thy  prayers,  as  the  watch- 
man expedteth  the  morning  light,  and  that  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places.  God  has  not  confined 
himfelf  to  any  time  or  place  :  expe<5l  him  there- 
fore continually  :  and  with  that  earneftnefs  which 
becometh  a  foul  continually  on  the  brink  of  death 
and  judgment.  **  Watch  thou,  for  thou  neither 
knoweft  the  day  nor  the  hour  when  the  Son  of 
Man  Cometh."  Watch  for  fa ndlifi cation  ;  watch 
for  Chrift's  coming  ;  watch  againft  fin.  Remem- 
ber where  thou  art,  in  the  wildernefs,  not  in  Ca- 
naan ;  in  an  enemy's  country,  not  in  Paradife  ;  in 
the  field  of  battle,  not  reaping  the  fpoils  of  vic- 
tory. Wherefore,  he  Joher^  he  vigilant.  Awake, 
and  keep  a  good  look-out:  Stand  on  thy  guard : 
Put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God  :  Rcfift  the  De- 
vil :  Shun  temptation,  and  *<  ftrive  againft  fin  tho* 
it  be  unto  blood."  Confcicntioufiy  ufe  all  the 
means  of  grace,  and  look  thro'  all  to  the  merits 
of  Chrift  and  the  Spirit  of  God,  on  which  alone 
thy  hopes  muft  be  founded. 

12.  Once  more  .  Amidft  all  this  ftrife  and 
agony,  <*  poffefs  thy  foul  in  patience."  Endea- 
vour after  a  calm,  compofed,  and  peaceful  fiate 
of  heart.  Let  thy  mind  be  *«  flayed  on  the  Lord," 
and  he  will  *<  keep  thee  in  perfedt  peace,"  and 
that  peace  thou  wilt  find  wonderfully  helpful  in 
promoting  thy  fantftification.  It  was  probably 
with  a  view  to  this  compofure  and  ferenity  of  mind 
fo  friendly  to  divine  infpiration,  that  the  Prophets 

of 
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of  old  fometlmes  made  ufe  of  mufic,  when  they 
expelled  any  extraordinary  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit*.  They  feem  to  have  intended  hereby, 
the  calming  of  their  paflions,  and  the  introducing 
into  their  fouls  an  heavenly  peace  and  tranquillity, 
that  the  mild  and  gentle  Spirit  of  the  Holy  One, 
might  delight  to  viiit  and  dwell  with  them.  And 
furely  we  are  never  better  difpofed  for  further  vifi- 
tations,  difcoveries,  and  operations  from  that  fame 
Spirit,  for  more  intimate  union  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son  thro'  him,  than  when  we  are  cahn^ 
fettledy  and  peaceful.  Then  our  fouls  wait  for 
him  as  the  thirfty  land  for  tlie  falling  fhowers. 
Then,  **  as  the  eyes  of  a  maiden  are  unto  the 
hands  of  her  miftrefs,  fo  are  our  eyes  unto  the 
Lord,  till  he  have  mercy  upon  us."  Then  the 
dew  of  heaven  diftills  upon  our  branches,  yea,  he 
**  fends  a  gracious  rain  upon  his  inheritance,  and 
refrcfhes  it  when  it  is  weary."  Thus  <'  in  quiet- 
nefs  and  in  reft  are  we  faved."  Let  it  be  thy  care, 
therefore,  to  refift  every  temptation  to  inquietude, 
care,  and  anxiety. 

"  What  proiit  can'll  thou  gain 

**  By  felf  confuming  care  ? 
**  To  him  commend  thy  caufe,  his  ear 

*'  Attends  the  ibiteU  prayer."- 

«<  Stand  ftill,  and  fee  the  falvation  of  God,"  and 
yet,  **  Agonize  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate."  Join 
the  agony  of  defire  to  the  peace  of  dependance,  and 
the  patience  of  hope.  May  God  help  thee  to  re- 
concile thefe,  and  all  will  be  well :  **  The  God 
of  Peace  himfclf  will  fan61ify  thee  wholly,  and 
the  whole  of  thee,  the  Ipirit,  and  foul,  and  body, 

*  2  Kings  iii.  15. 
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^ill  be  preferved  blamelefs  to  his  heavenly  king- 
dom. Faithful  is  he  that  calleth  thee,  who  alia 
will  do  it." 

"  I  reft  upon  thy  word, 

**  The  promile  is  for  me  ; 
"  My  fuccour  and  falvation.   Lord, 

"  Shall  furely  come  from  thee  : 
'«*  But  let  me  ilill  abide, 

*'  Nor  from  my  hope  remove, 
"  'Till  thou  my  patient  fpirit  guide 

**  Into  thy  perfeil  love." 

i^.  I  muft  not  conclude  thefe  difcourfes  without 
addrefTing  a  few  words  to  thofe,  who  profefs  to 
have  attained  this  San6tification..-ill,  See  that  your 
profeflion  be  founded  on  truth  :  Take  care  that 
you  do  not  deceive  yourfelf.  Remember,  if  you 
are  indeed  JanBijied  in  the  fenfe  that  has  been  ex- 
plained, you  think  lefs  of  yourfelf  than  ever  you 
did  in  all  your  life.  Your  underftanding  is  fo 
enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  God  and  of  your- 
felf; you  have  fuch  clear  views  of  God's  incom- 
prehenfible  greatnefs  and  your  own  exceeding  lit- 
tlenefs,  of  his  infinite  wifdom  and  your  extreme 
folly,  of  his  almighty  power  and  your  amazing 
weaknefs,  of  his  unfpottcd  purity  and  your  great 
defilement,  of  his  inflexible  juftice  and  your  no- 
torious guilt  and  defert  of  eternal  mifery  ; — and 
above  all,  you  have  fuch  a  difcovery  of  the  bound- 
lefs  mercy  and  love  of  God  to  loft  finncrs  in  ge- 
neral, and  to  yourfelf  in  particular,  and  of  your 
utter  unworthinefs  in  all  refpedls,  and  how  far  you 
come  fliort  of  paying  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to 
him  for  fuch  goodnefs  ; — that  you  are  afliamed, 
confounded,  and  as  it  were  brought  to  nothing  be- 
fore his  glorious  Majefty,  crying  out  from  the 
bottom  of  your  heart,    *<  Who  can  ftand  before 
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this  holy  Lord  God  ?"  As  for  me,  <<  I  am  Icfs 
than  the  leaft  of  all  his  mercies,  lefs  than  the  leaft 
of  all  faints,"  not  worthy  to  wa(h  the  feet  of  the 
fervants  of  my  Lord  ! — And  at  the  fame  time  you 
have  fuch  an  infight  into  the  fpirituality,  extent, 
and  obligation  of  the  holy  law  of  God,  into  the 
height  and  depth,  length  and  breadth  of  the  obe- 
dience it  requires ;  and  together  therewith,  have 
fuch  a  fenfe  of  your  paft  fins,  and  of  your  prefent 
failings,  whereby  you  continually  come  Ihort  of 
the  glory  of  God,  that  you  never  before  reliflied 
fo  well,  or  found  fuch  fweetnefs  in  the  confeflion 
of  holy  Job,  *«  Behold  I  am  vile!  What  (hall  I 
anfwer  thee?  1  will  lay  my  hand  upon  my 
mouth." — Judge  yourfelf,  therefore,  by  this  rule, 
and  remember,  if  you  indeed  pofltfs  what  you 
profefs,  you  are  *<  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpi- 
lit,"  you  even  *'  abhor  yourfelf,  and  repent  as  in 
durt  and  afties." 

14.  Now  that  you  may  retain  this  fpirit  of  hu- 
mility, without  which  you  cannot  poffibly  retain 
that  meafure  of  Sandlification  you  poficfs,  much 
lefs  obtain  a  flill  greater  degree,  and  increafe  with 
all  the  increafe  of  God  ; — fettle  thefe  two  things 
deeply  in  your  heart,  ift,  that  what  you  are,  you 
are  by  grace  ;  and,  2dly,  that  you  are  noc  what 
you  may,  and,  if  you  continue  faithful,  fhall 
be. — Remember^  ift,  that  you  are  wholly  indebted 
to  the  mere  mercy  of  God,  the  atoning  facrifice 
of  Chrift,  and  the  powerful  influence  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  Grace  for  all  the  good  that  is  in  you  or  about 
you.  And  remember  that  the  holinefs  which  is 
wrought  in  you,  is  not  lodged  as  a  ftock  in  your 
own  hands,  but  you  are  dependant  daily  upon  God 
for  it.  The  fame  mercy  which  firft  beftowed  it, 
beftows  it  afrefti  every  moment  ;  the  fame  merit  of 
Chrift  which  firft  jnterpofed  on  your  behalf,  and 
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purcliafed  this  blefling  for  you,  interpofes  flill; 
and  the  fame  Holy  Spirit  which  firft  influenced 
your  heart  with  the  love  of  God,  is  ftili  the  one 
fource  of  your  wifdom  and  power,  holinefs  and 
happinefs. — If  this  were  withdrawn,  it  might  ftill 
be  faid,  that  **  in  you  dwelleth  no  manner  of  thing 
that  is  good.'* 

15.  This  is  not  all:  It  is  not  only  necefTary  in 
order  to  your  retaining  an  humble  mind,  that  you 
fhould  afcribe  all  the  good  that  is  in  you  to  the 
grace  of  God  alone,  and  no  part  of  it  to  yourfclf ; 
and  that  you  fhould  be.fenfible  you  are  continually 
dependant  upon  God  for  it:  But  it  is  alfo  need- 
ful, 2dly,  that  you  (hould  not  over-value  the  good 
that  is  in  you,  or  think  of  your  attainments,  or  of 
yourfelf  on  account  of  them,  more  highly  than 
you  ought  to  think.  That  you  may  not  fall  into 
this  very  Vtfe  and  foul  of  fpiritual  pride,  which 
would  undoubtedly  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God, 
and  be  as  a  worm  at  the  root  of  your  graces,  fet- 
tle it  in  your  heart  that  you  ftill  come  very  (hort 
of  your  duty,  and  are  deficient  both  in  the  inward 
exercife  of  love,  and  the  outward  ad^s  of  virtue. 
Place  before  your  eyes  the  moral  law  as  it  is  ex- 
plained by  Mofcs  and  the  Prophets,  Chrift  and  his 
y\poftles.  Remember  it  is  of  indifpenfable  obli- 
gation, and  can  no  more  be  abrogated,  than  God 
can  be  unholy.  Remember  too,  that  it  requires 
you  not  only  to  love  God  "joith  all  your  hearty  but 
alfo  to  ferve  him  with  all  your  Jlrcngthy  or  to  the 
uttermoft  of  your  power,  and  to  love  your  neighbour 
as  yourfelff  doing  him  all  the  good  you  can  in  foul 
and  body,  from  day  to  day.  In  other  words,  the 
law  of  God  requires  you  to  employ  all  your  powers 
and  faculties,  of  whatever  kind,  at  all  times  and 
in  all  places,  as  far  as  poflible  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  for  the  good  of  mankind.  Now  this  you  dare 
not   fay  you  have  yet  done  for  one  fingle  day  in  ail 

your 


354-  ON   THE    V^AY   OF 

your  life;  you  dare  not  aftirni,  you  have  for  one 
day  loved  and  fervcd  either  God  or  your  neigh- 
bour as  much  as  you  might  have  done.  You  have 
therefore  ftill  need  to  pray,  **  Father,  forgive  us 
our  trefpaffes,"  and  to  acknowledge  it  is  of  the 
Lord's  mercies  ewcn  you  are  not  confumed. 

1 6.  It  follows  from  hence,  3dly,  that  you  have 
Aill  room  for  growing  in  grace,  a'nd  in  a  conform- 
ity to  the  Lord  Jefus.  This  indeed  you  will  rea- 
dily allow  ;  but  you  muft  allow  ttiore.  You  mufk 
allow  not  only  that  you  may,  bu!"  that  you  ;««/?  go 
forward  towards  higher  attainments  in  the  divine 
life,  if  you  would  not  grieve  the  holy  Spirit  of 
God,  and  lofe  wliat  you  have  already  gained. 
C^dy  you  muft  remember,  **  hath  predeftinated 
you  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son  ;"  to 
have  that  whole  mind  in  you  which  was  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  and  to  walk  as  he  walked  ;  to  have,  like 
him,  the  law  of  God  fully  exemplified  in  your 
life  ;  to  be  living  images  of  him,  as  he  is  of  the 
feather.  This  is  the  mark  God  hath  fet  you,  and 
if  you  would  not  deceive  yourfelf,  and  fmk  into  (loth 
and 'indolence,  you  muft  not  fet  yourfelf  a  lower 
mark.  You  muft  not  ceafe  to  defire  and  pray, 
flrive  and  labour,  watch,  deny  yourfelf,  and  take 
up  your  crofs,  till  you  have  in  you  the  humility, 
meeknefs,  and  refignation  ;  the  faith,  hope,  and 
charity  ;  vhe  zeal  for  God's  glory,  and  the  falva- 
tion  of  finners  ;  the  bowels  of  mercy,  tendernefs, 
and  compafllon  ;  the  love  to  God  and  mankind, 
with  the  proper  fruits  flowing  therefrom,  which 
dwelt  in  the  Son  of  God.  In  a  wore!,  till,  as  the 
Apoftle  fays,  you  are  even  *<  filled  with  all  the 
fulnefs  of  God." 

17.  Remembering  you  have  dedicated  all  the 
faculties  of  your  foul  and  members  of  your  body, 
with  all  you  have  and  are,  to  God,  to  be  at  his 
difpofal,  you  muft  ftudy  to  employ  them  from  day 

to 
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to  day  according  to  his  will,  and  for  the  promo- 
tion of  his  honour  and  glory.  Your  underftand- 
ing,  confcicncc,  and  memory,  your  will  and  af- 
fections, your  palllions  and  appetites,  your  fenfes 
and  members,  your  time  and  talents,  your  fpirit, 
foul,  and  body,  with  all  that  belongs  to  you,  maft 
be  holimjs  to  the  Lord,  fet  apart  for  God,  and  ufed 
as  he  dire6ls.  This  is  what  the  moral  law  re- 
quires, and  what  the  example  of  Chrift  holds  out 
to  your  view;  and  this  you  muft  never  ceafc  aim- 
ing at  and  driving  after.  **  Not  as  tho'  you  had 
already  attained  this,  either  were  already  perfedkd; 
but  you  muft  follow  after,  if  by  any  means  you 
may  apprehend  that  for  which  you  are  apprehended 
of  Chriif  Jefus.  Brethren,  you  mufl  not  count 
yourfelves  to  have  apprehended"  all  that  (jod  has 
to  work  in  you,  and  perform  by  you  ;  You  live 
that  you  may  ftill  know  more,  receive  more,  (h 
more,  and  Juffer  more  :  **  But  this  one  thing  you 
mud  do,  forgetting  the  things  that  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  to  the  things  that  arc  before  \  you 
mull  prcfs  towards  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  your 
high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,"  that  at  laft 
you  may  <<  ftand  compleat  in  the  whole  will  of 
God,  and  be  as  Chrift  was  in  this  world."  I  fay, 
•*  Let  as  many  of  you  as  are  perfedl  be  thus  mind- 
ed ;  and  if  any  of  you  be  otherwife  minded,  God,'* 
if  you  are  fincere  and  watchful,  **  will  revenl  this 
unto  you,"  and  (hew  you  your  miftake. 

Once  more.  Having  guarded  you  againft //vV/? 
and  Jlothy  let  me  alfo  guard  you  againft  carnal  Je^ 
curity.  Remember  you  have  a  threefold  enemy 
yet  to  encounter,  nor  only  the  devil  and  the  world, 
but  alfo  the  fejh.  Tho'  <<  your  old  man  is  cruci- 
fied with  Chrift,"  and  you  are  even  <*  dead  to  fin, 
and  alive  unto  God,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  ;'* 
yet  remember  you  have  Oill  an  animal  nature  about 
you,  the  feat  of  various  fenfes,  appetites,  and  paf* 
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fions  ;  and  that  this  will  infallibly  lead  you  aftray 
and  betray  you  into  fin,  if  not  watched  over  and 
kept  under  continual  reftraint.  You  have,  there- 
fore, ftill  daily  need  to  **  deny  yourfelf,  to  keep 
the  body  under,  and  bring  it  into  fubjedlion,  left  " 
after  all  thefe  attainments  **  you  fhould  become  a 
caft-away."  And  take  care  you  do  not  reft  in,  or 
place  any  dependence  upon,  any  thing  done  for  you 
at  any  particular  time  or  place  ;  but  remembering 
"  you  are  every  moment  pleafing  or  difpleaiing  to 
God,  according  to  the  whole  of  your  inward  tem- 
pers and  outward  behaviour,"  give  daily  proof,  as 
o^  yo^ar  juftifi  cat  ion  y  (o  :i\(oo^  your  fan^ificaf  ion,  by 
your  unblamable  and  edifying  condudt  and  conver- 
fation.  And  how  much  foever  you  teftify  in  words 
concerning  the  great  things  the  Lord  hath  done  for 
you,  teftify  ftill  more  in  de^ds,  perfuaded  that  ex- 
ample fpeaks  louder  than  any  thing,  and  will  be 
believed  fooner  than  any  other  teftimony  you  can 
bear.  Thus  be  ye  the  *'  fait  of  the  earth,  and 
the  light  of  the  world."  Yea,  **  let  your  light 
(hine  before  men,  that  they  feeing  your  good  works, 
may  glorify  your  Father,  who  is  in  heaven."  Now, 
<*  may  the  God  of  Peace,  who  brought  again  from 
the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  great  Shep- 
herd of  the  fheep,  thro'  the  blood  of  the  everlaft- 
ing  covenant,  make  you  perfect  in  every  good 
work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is 
well  pleafing  in  his  fight,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever."      Amen. 
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conference -Ojffjce,  North-Green,  FtnJhmj^S'juarei 
G.  Story,  A^ent^ 


Pnhlijhed  by  the  fame  Author ^  and  Sold  by 

G,  IVHITFIELDy  at  the  New^Chapel,  City. 

Roady  London, 

1.  A  Vindication  of  the  People  called  Metho- 
difts,  in  Anfwer  to  a  *'  Report  from  the  Clergy 
of  a  Diftri6l,  in  the  Diocefe  of  Lincoln,"  in  a 
Letter  to  Thomas  Thomfon,  Efq.  of  Hull, 
Fourth  Edition.        -  «  P.   is, 

2.  A  Defence  of  •  the  Methodifts,  in  Five 
Letters,  addrefTed  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tatham, 
Third  Edition.  -  -  P.  6d, 

3.  A  Farther  Defence  of  the  Methodiils,  in 
Five  Letters  to  the  Rev.  W.  Ruflel,  Curate  of 
Perfliore  ;  in  anfwer  to  his,  **  Hints  to  the  Me- 
thodifts  and  Diflentcrs,"  Second  Edition  P.  8d. 

4.  Remarks  on  Dr.  Prieflley's  Syftem  of  Ma* 
terialifm  and  NecefTity,  P.  gd^ 

5.  A  Scriptural  EfTay  towards  the  Proof  of  an 
Lnmortal  Spirit  in  Man.  P.  6d, 

6.  A  Rational  Vindication  of  the  Catholic 
Faith, — beins;  the  Firft  Part  of  a  Vindication  of 
Chrift's  Divinity.  -  P.   is.  6d. 

7.  Socinianifm  Unfcriptura! :  or,  the  Pro- 
phets and  Apoftles  Viadicat(;d,  from  the  Charge 
of  holdmg  the  DoiSlrine  of  ChriiPs  mere  Hu» 
manity  : — being  the  Second  Part  of  a  Vindica» 
tion  of  his  Divinity.  -  P.  is. 

N.  B.  The  two  laft  were  begun  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Fletcher,  Vicar  of  Madeley,  Salop ; 
but  being  left  imperfect  at  his  Deceafe,  at  the 
requeft  of  Mr.Wefley,  were  revifed  and  finifhecj 
by  Mr.  Benfon. 

8.  A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Methodic 
Chapel,  in  Hull,  on  the  yth  of  March  1798  ; 
being  a  Day  appointed  for  a  National  Faft, 
Second  Edition.  -  P.  4d. 


9-  The  Subn:ance  of  a  Sermon,  ontheOc- 
cafion  of  the  Death  of  Mr.  Alexander  Alather, 
deHvered  on  Sunday  Auguft  31,  1800,  at  the 
Methodift  Chapel  in  Great  Oueen-Strqet,  and 
at  the  New-Chapel,  City-Roadl  P.  6d. 

10.  An  Apology  for  the  People  called  Metho- 
difts  :  being  a  concife  Account  of  their  Origin, 
and  Progrefs,  Do6trine,  Difcipline,  and  Defign, 
humbly  fubmittcd  to  the  Confideration  of  the 
jFriends  of  true  Chriflianity.  P.  4.S. 

^^  This  Account  was  compiled,  and  is  now 
publidied,  at  the  requefl:  of  feveral  intelligent 
and  judicious  perfons,  who  are  of  opinion,  that 
it  is  our  indifpenfable  duty,  in  juftice  to  our- 
selves and  the  caufe  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
to  make  the  Public  acquainted  v/ith  our  Prin- 
ciples and  Defigns  :  And  thereby,  as  far  as  pof- 
fible,  to  prevent  our  **  good  from  being  evil 
fpoken  of."  It  is  true,  various  Books  and 
Pamphlets  have  been  publiflied,  by  the  late 
Rev.  JoKN  Wesley,  and  others,  with  this 
view  ;  but  fome  of  thefe  are  out  of  print,  others 
of  them  were  better  adapted  to  the  time  in 
which  they  were  written,  than  to  the  prefent  ; 
and  none  of  them  comprize  all  the  particulars, 
of  which  it  feems  neceffary  the  Public  Ihould 
be  informed. 

A  Gbncife  and  clear  Account,  therefore,  of 
the  Oiigin  and  Progrefs,  Do61:rine,  Difcipline, 
and  Defigns  of  the  Methodift s,  of  late  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  and  now 
as  formerly,  united  in  one  Body,  is  ftill  a  Dejl^ 
deratum  in  the  Nation.  To  fupply  this,  the 
Author  has  collected  and  arranged  under  pro- 
per heads,  thofe  materials  with  which  he  was 
amply  furniflied,  and  which  appeared  to  be  cal- 
culated to  anfwer  the  end  propofed.  He  has 
alfo  added,  as  occafion  required,  fuch  obferva- 
tions  as  naturally  arofe  out  of  the  fubjedls  under 
confideration,  and  feemed  proper  to  afford  to 
the  Reader  a  juft  and  full  view  of  them.'* 
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